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1 701 1771

MARGUERITE D'YOUVILLE, Foundress of  the Grey Sisters

She dared to bui ld  her  dreams of  mercy in to deeds of  love

"The people must know that we never reluse to serve."

With these words Blessed Marguer i te  D'Youvi l le  inspi red the f i rs t
Grey Sisters

The Grey Sisters of Pembroke General Hospital have been "serving"
the people of  Pembroke and area for

1 O O  Y E A R S

INTERESTING DATES AND EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF
PEMBROKE GENERAL HOSPITAL:

- 1877

May 17 - Th9 first meeting for the promotion of the hospital project was held.

July 15 - A committee of prominent cit izens was named to undertake the project.

Nov. - Mayor Wallace of Ottawa held a benefit night in aid of the projecl.

1 878
Feb.22 - The first hospital, located at 557 Pembroke Street East, was blessed

by Father Faure.
Feb. 23 - The first patients were admitted: Mrs. Felletier and Mr. Daniel O'Meara.

- The total number of patients admitted in the first year of operation
was 33.

- The first f inancial statement showed a revenue of $546.00 and expenses
of $989.84, with a deficit of $343.84.

1 885
- a horse and buggy were donated to be used by the hospital on the

condition that it be returned to the convent when water was needed
for laundry or when the convent had to transport freight.

1 887
- Bishop Lorrain purchased the property on Mackay Street for a new

hospi ta l  bui ld ing.

1 892
- The hospital moved to its new location, the present Marianhil l. The

cost of the new hospital - $20,000.00.



1 893
Feb. 5 - The first telephone was installed at a cost of $10.00 per year.

1 909
Dec. 13 - Lorrain Wing was added to the hospital. The clergy and people of the

Diocese of Pembi'oke contributed $15,000.00 to this addition.

1 9 1 5
- The sun parlours were added to the hospital.

1 9 1 6
- A separate maternity unit was opened.
- The Lorrain School of Nursing was opened. Sister St. Elizabeth was

the first Director and there were nine students enrolled in the first
c tas5.

1 921
- An extensive new wing and laundry were added at a cost of $200,000.00.

1 926
- The English speaking Grey Sisters of the lmmaculate Conception took

over the operation of the hospital from the Grey Nuns of the Cross of
Ottawa.

1 952
- A completely new hospital was built on the site immediately to the

south of the old hospital at a cost of $2,000,000.00. The old building
was converted to Marianhil l, a Home for the Aged.

1 962
- A new Nurses'Residence with educational facil i t ies was erected at a

cost of $685,585.00.
:  1965

- A new laundry, staff locker rooms, and morgue were constructed at a
cost of $208,900.00.

1 971
- A two-bay ambulance garage was built at a cost of $17,700.00.

1 973
- Part of the former Nurses' Residence was converted to a Psychiatric

out-patient department and office space for local physicians.

1974
- The fifth floor of the hospital, originally built for the Sisters'residence,

was converted to a ?7 bed Nursing Home, Youvil le Nursing Home, at
a cost of $75,000.00

1977
- Additional space in the former Nurses' Residence converted for use

as Psychiatric Day Hospital.

The Grey Sisters of Pembroke General Hospital are iust completing
100 vears of service to the Communitv.



Excerpt from minutes ol the first organiTing Committee.

Pembroke, Ont., August 23rd, 1877.
The want of a GENERAL HOSPITAL has long been felt  by the inhabitants of the

Town of Pembroke and vicinity, in consequence of the great number of persons who
are yearly engaged in lumbering operations on the River Ottawa and i ts tr ibutaries,
and are continual ly exposed to accidents and sickness in a greater degree than the
rest of the community. These men have been accustomed to come to Pembroke
for medical and other attendance, and the hotels have been the only places where
accommodation could be found for them, to the great inconvenience of the hotel
keepers and their patrons, and to the great detr iment of those patients, who were
there unable to procure the attendance needful on such occasions. l t  would be
to  the  benef i t  o f  a l l  tha t  a  Genera l  Hosp i ta l  shou ld  be  es tab l i shed in  the  town o f
Pembroke.

The undersigned, having been appointed a Committee to take the prel iminary
steps towards the opening of such an inst i tut ion, after having thoroughly discussed
the  mat te r ,  have come to  the  conc lus ions  fo l low ing :

lst.  That the scheme is quite feasible, provided i t  receives from the com-
muni ty  a t  la rge  tha t  suppor t  wh ich  the  unders igned th ink  i t  en t i t led  to .

2nd.  That  the  Rev.  S is te rs  o f  Char i ty  hav ing  a  vacant  bu i ld ing ,  in  the  eas tern
part of the Town, in every way suitable for the purpose, they should be entrusted
wi th  the  care  and management  o f  the  same,  and upon be ing  consu l ted  by  the
unders igned,  have consented  to  g ive  the  use  o f  the i r  bu i ld ing  as  a  Hosp i ta l ,  and
to  under take  the  management  thereo f .

3 rd .  That  the  sa id  ins t i tu t ion  shou ld  be  a  "Genera l  Hosp i ta l , "  open to  a l l
c lasses ,  c reeds ,  and na t iona l i t ies ,  w i thout  except ion .

4 th .  That  as  fa r  as  the  revenues o f  the  ins t i tu t ion  wou ld  permi t ,  the  sa id
hosp i ta l  shou ld  be  open gra t is  to  a l l  ind igent  persons .

5th. That a Board of Directors be appointed to superintend the management of
the  sa id  ins t i tu t ion ,  and to  repor t  annua l ly  to  the  pub l ic  the  cond i t ion  o f  the  same.

6 th .  That  a  subscr ip t ion  l i s t  be  opened immedia te ly  to  ob ta in  the  necessary
means fo r  the  open ing  o f  the  ins t i tu t ion .

The unders igned,  hav ing  cons idered tha t  the  es tab l i shment  o f  such an  ins t i tu t ion
wou ld  be  in  a  par t i cu la r  manner  benef ic ia l  to  the  lumbermen and the i r  employees ,
have dec ided to  make a  spec ia l  ca l l  on  them fo r  a  bonus  to  a id  in  open in$  the
ins t i tu t ion ,  a  g rea t  number  o f  them hav ing  a l ready  s ign i f ied  the i r  in ten t ion  to
ass is t  in  an  under tak ing  o f  the  k ind .  That  in  o rder  to  ensure  the  success  o f  the
ins t i tu t ion ,  and make the  same as  fa r  as  poss ib le  se l f -suppor t ing ,  the  unders igned
recommend tha t  the  d i f fe ren t  lumbermen make an  ar rangement  w i th  each o f  the i r
employees  every  season,  tha t  they  ind iv idua l l y  shou ld  pay  to  the  suppor t  o f  the
Hosp i ta l  the  sum o f  $1 ,  in  re tu rn  fo r  wh ich  any  person so  pay ing  sha l l ,  in  case o f
s ickness  or  acc idents ,  be  rece ived in to  the  es tab l i shment ,  and have a l l  necessary
care and attendance, free of charge.

l f  the above should meet the approval of those engaged in the lumber trade
and o thers ,  they  w i l l  p lease communica te  w i th  JOHN DORAN,  Esq. ,  Cha i rman,  o r
the  Rev.  S ISTER KIRBY.  Pembroke,  Ont .

JOHN DORAN
THOMAS MURRAY
MICHAEL GORMAN
RICHARD WHITE
WILLIAM MURRAY

JOHN CUNNINGHAM
A. J. FORTIER
J. B. DICKSON, M.D.
P. WHITE, M.P.
W. IVIOFFATT

L A B I N E  P R I N T E R S
P E M E R O K E .  O N T .
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