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HOMMAGES

Le TRES REVEREND PERE

LEON DESCHATELETS, O.M.I.

SUPERIEUR GENERAL DES O.M,I.

Le T.R.P. est n6 i Montr6al

le 8 mars 1899,

Il a 6t6 ordorm6 pretre i Ottawa

Ie 6 luin 1925.

Elu Sup6rieur G6n6ral le 2 mai 1947.

Le T.R. Pire nous a appris que I'un
des prcmiers fondateurs de la mission
du Sacr6-Coeur, le R.P. Z. Gascon, 6tait
son grand.oncle,

Lorsqu'il avait )r peine 7 ans, le petit
L6on rencontra le vdn6rable Mission-
naire et en regut une bin6diction sp6-
ciale, L'6v6nement resta profonddment
grav6 daas son souvenir.

"En me bdnissant", nous a 6crit le
T.R. Pire, "il ne se doutait gudre qu'il
implorait li protection du siel sur Ie
futur Sup6rieur de sa Congr6gation ir
laquelle il 6tait fortement attach6."

Le REVEREND PERE

H. HARAMBURU, O.M.I.

SUPERIEUR PROVINCIAL

Le R6v6rend Pire est n6 au cliocise
de Bayonnc en France en 1913.

Ordoirnd prdtre en 1939. i l  anivr au
Mackenzic en 1946 et dcmeura i Fort
Rdsolution oi i l  derint Srrpdrieur en
novenrbre 1949.

Lc Riv6rend Pire Haramburu a 6td
nomm6 Vicaire des Missions en janvier
I956.



Son Excel lence Monseigneur J.-M. Trocel l ier ,  o.m. i . ,  Ev6que d 'Adromyte,

Vicoire Apostol ique du Mockenzie.

Jean-Marie Trocelliel naquit i Tuzet au diocdse
de Mende le 5 novembre 1888.

Il fut ordonn6 prdtre le 26 mai 1920.

Le ieune Pire Trocellier arrivait au Mackenzie
en l92l et fit ses d6buts Missionnaires ir la Mission
de Fort Good-Hope.

Il missionna ensuite i Fort des Liards rJe 1922 ir
r925.

Fondateur de la Mission d Aklavik en cette mdme
aln6e, il missionna dans la suite i Coppermine et sur
la cdte Arctique.

Le Pdre Trocellier 6tait Suo6rieur i la Mission
d'Aklavik lorsqu'i l fut appcl6 ir ' l 'Episcopat en 1940.
Sacrd Ev6<1ue lc 8 septembre, il succ6da i Son Excel-
lence Monseisneur G. Brevnat en 1943.

Lc venerable Vicaire. {postolique cst ddc6dd ir
Montre:rl le 27 septembrdtffiis dix lours de malarlie.
Ses restes ont 6t6 transport6s i Fort Smith et seront
d6pos6s dans la crypte de la nouvelle cath6drale en
construction,

R. I. P.
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Rev. I,Ether H" CROLLIER o.nr.i. fanded on Sinpson
Island in late evenj.t€.

there was a crovd of people gathered there for tJre sumner risit a::d
business. The first Prie st laras vlrelCome t'y a mutber of l/6tis arld Indians vrho

uEr€ pl-eased to see l in coming to ttreu" The othersras cqri*: obserwe-rs, pve

].it.b1i atbntibn to the event. There v,rer€ al-so the ehief trader and dlerks

of the }ludsonls Bay compatry, their erployees rajrr-ly m€tis. A nurber of fniL'

i-ans froin other settlernents and clerks of ottrer H.B.C. posts trad crowded here

." 
"*.ft 

sonre 5O enployees 'on the York Boats on which 
-Ibther 

mOIJJm had

trav.iG& conpl_eted ihe'crowd of some 3OO people who ruitnessed the foundaticm

of the Sacre d-Heart i[ssion.

Fa the r@o l ] , fERaas . l , ] r en32yearso ld !hehadrn in i s te reda rnong the
Chj-pewyans for six years on Lake Athablska, In July of . -thtt .ye,ar,135i I lt 

*u

tak-en ip residence at lort Resolution where fr'on he sailed d'ordn t,o bflTps on'

The itfiissiorrrary, who knew !!el] and spoke fluently Chiper.Sran,. coul-d wefl con-

verse luith the Slaves and thus initi;te d his niinistry anong the people of

simpson. so the priest gave instruci:ion to h-is. nelu f:lock, teaching them the

nain tnrths of R€fi-gion and Illes of Christian morality' He taught. then the

Irc|lr.r fhtherrr, the rlsigri oi the Cross " and eaid the colnnon prayers l-n t'Lreir

o"Jr""""l-A"'u rcsrlt] 3[-";;id*;-;erc otierled-tor Baptisn' .lffhile 1l adrlts

;;;;J-;-;- r€cclved i"tJ ilto church' Fbthr GROIffER blessed ! ::rarriages'

and in a report to rti" ai"rtof h;;;i"; n15r brip to Fort sinpson rvas a tri-

urpha-1 narch'r . (l-)

Hovre1e r, hj.s ma{ch was put t'o an end on Sai;urday 21st' r-orce d t-

leave, the Priest deilicated. the trbrb to the SACRF'D ffiART OF JESIIS and asked

i" Hi! r"* u pl-a'ce for the r:oor Indians' He lrent aboarl-lle-.s*T--IEl^9*i

,rra rutonr"a to forU Resofulion. l\4earjv'rhile tfte Rrrv' J ' Hulffm' archeoeacon

of ttre Church of nrgra^no]=irrl 
- -r'ia -arrive 

a in sirpson at the sane time than



thc Cathol-ic }tissionar"l-,
visit at tr'orb l,iard.

: f

took up residence ob the Isl_and a.fter a-month

SECOND TtsIP DOWN THE IdACKXNtrJE RT]M,.
te,L)e$1ii-x-)(r.rliJ€:)l-x*i(J|)(J.ryf)(-X+e(*+3.ettdi,e#p*-)H9i

In ttre course of the lrrinterr Fathcr
GROLIIER planned a second trip dolvn the Mackenzie lflver for tlee forurdation
of a Mission at Fort Good Hope. fn the neantime, Eishop TACHE of St. Boai-
facc, requested fron the H.B.C. Covernu-r, G. S]MPSON, protection and sup -
port for nis l4issioruraxy. F?on Nonray House, the following ]-etter vras sent
to Bishop TACHE, datcd t5 June l-859 :

To B.?. ROSS, Esq., al1d all.
Oflficers in chargc of posts,
Ir{ackenzie Ri.ver District.

It C€nt1cnpn,
This rrill- bc handLed to you by the R.P. H. cno],llEnt

rr l'rho under instn:ctions of the Bishop of :1" Boni-face and u:ith
rr the sanction of the H.B.C., proceeds to Fort Good Hope to
tt comnence an Tndian }tission. Pare Grollier has been aszured of

a Passage in the Conpanyts craft doutn thc Mackenzie River, and
't the Hospital:ity of t?ie Corpanyls establishrent at trt'rt Good -
I t  U ^ n n  A r ' * i r a  * h , r  ^ - ^ " . . i - -  n . i  F +  n'' nuPU, uu.L -LrrB ',!u urlDu-Lr 16

. rt Corurending this Mi ssi or:nary to pur persofiral civi-
' I  L L I A C S .

(Signed: ) Ge orge SIMPSON.

- ltris passporb had been dccoed necessaly because a petition ltad been
signed at Forb Sinpson by l,{r. ROSS and his enplcyees reqresting that no llo-
man Cetholic Priest be allou'ed hospitality on thc H.B,C. barges to. canlr on
missionnary work at ForL Silpson ald in the lr4ackenzj-e Disirict. (2)

Provided',rith sr.rch a pernxtssion, Father CrRoLtfER sailcd fron Rcs-
ol-ution on c H.B.c. bargc and 1r ndcd again in Fort sinpson to-wards ̂the .18th
of August 1859, The Priest miristered to h:is neophyteg 9nf{^lor -a rel'r-daJrs,

.put rrSnarqued that until then they had renrained faithful. (3) He confered

tcptism to IB persons, nost of thern childreno Then the j,fant bhuph num -

bcred sonre ?O members, ord a year leter cl-airned a renbership of a t'otal- of

90 Catholics.

FATTIF.R Z. GASCON, A X{O}JiREAI,ER.
-)$(iiiirfi ts)i+i(i'.)iJiie(ii.)aJts)Qe(Ji)eeOi-)eeei+.?'r

Father GROLL]m. had cone fron Good.Hope j.n

August of that year 1860 to continue his pastoral dr:ties among the peopLe
of Fort Slnpson, and also io r.teet Fathcr Z. GASCONT a Montrealet stationnod
gt lbrb Resolution since a year. ljltli-Le Father GROLI,Im. retuftled to :jGood i
Hopel .tJee 3,1r. year old French Canad:ian Pricst assumed the task of instnrc-
ting'end trainir^g the new converLs in tfre Catholic Faith. Ttrere were onl;r
20 ;.t 1 ts r,'rho 1\rere cither M6tis, with sonre prel,tous rcLigiors instruction
fron Contacts l'J:ith other nrflssions to t]re South, or trndians .vlri th sorne know-
ledgc of the chri stian religion. The renaining porbion of faitlLful lvas
foried of infants and children in their youth. For the next I years e Father
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GASCON was to.nrrse tb:m in the pri-nciples and. practices of their Chrlstian
I'aith. I{is'work }'as necessariiy iinrite-a since h]-s people ti-ved onJ.y a few
qeeks in the settlere:,b and had nc pct'rp,nent residence on tre Island. ndct€-
over, a €luest of the ll.B,C. and r"rithoui a house of his own, the Priest
could hardly carry on at tcill h-r-s pastoral duties.

Foliowing a fiT5tr:i":;'.a:rc.i'-q.,}js new flock, he paddles up to Liard
in nr r 't rr. .so-r1..^-\r.t ..1.+.'r '  r -*^ - r04^ i. visit to the fndians ofr r r  v . r , r tJ , .@rry - .  d. - r ' rurryrr .

that Poste &nd on his u'ray b,.Jl( to :inpso:r he confers baptisn to the one-
rnonth o1d lvlacaire I,ENCTR arnd ;hence sail-ed up to Fort Resolution. In the
course of the vrinter, tire nr.,'- s ui onrranr began a series of long and hard trips
to Liard via Sirnpson 1:,.-i Cog +,earn, As a res'.11-t of i:is ministrye 2 ad:lts
asked. for baptisrn a:rd fl cl::ildren rrere offered to fiIe sacrament of regene-
ration. On the 25tb cf lJai-r''r.' father GASCON bl-essed the narriage of F?an -

qois PICHE and Janice Iic]-1C:':I-L! in the presence of t}Ie H.B.C. Chief t-t**t'
B.g. p,OSS and Cterk R.R" l.:trIi,1IJ,ANX. 0'r a second risit in the summer J-861,
ttre ,Driest, Tfto had coie i::on Resolrrti-on, received into the Chr:rch 5 rno::e

ad:lts and l0 childreri.

EIR"ST CATHOLIC BISHOP IN TORT STI,FSON"
iirXis){-)i-)el)eeiJi-)iJiii){-xJee:;ii -.l l: )(;.'ieelJei-).J i-^i'iiJ!-x-

f+i s sunner f86L rras nart-ld by the
first visit of a Cathol-ic Blsl^.op in Fo"t Silxpson. Most Rev. H. ffi,AllDIN,
Coadjutor of Bishop TAC;jI of SainL-Boniface- net h€re v{"ith Fathers GASCON
and. SECftIT N on Aug:s b l)rtl. It:l-iSious serry-ices r,{"'}c hel-d and a high Mass
sung with the litui'gic;i pcn: pcssible at that tirF' A 12 years old -boy
o.rd'i .doft" vrer.e biptizei b7 i{is .r,crds51p, while Joachirn IENOIR and Loui.se
ENADEZE received fr';n llj.n tire nup'Lj.a1 blessing, on August L8th. A !?* p?*
snns r.ceoiwecl Holv e:^"lr:ion:.ri 3-.l:re 8:Ycn the sacranent of Con-firfiatlon'

o";-"i-;h;, ur"" ai orc lady 'rho o'iginated fron _A1-aska a'd had been ins-

tmcted eariier by i|atll':T 
"ont 

ff,f fn' 
--(+) 

A.fter a two-weeks rrisit to Fort

Liard, Bishop g{.Null "o,rainecl ag:irr'at, Sinq:son d:r:ing the second part of

S.Jptcrdber and thenco Ccparte a" ji:' Fort Good Hope.

A year l-3tsr" t,]{i B.lthrp and trb,thcr C-i'-lON Yisited Sinpson agaln'

and confered a numbcr cli b o::-,ros" .[ ia::gc n'.rribc r of Inctians gatherred around

thcm for refigious ins*'r-'ic-ii on ancl pr'qnerc^ Howel'::' they renarked that

".any 
otircrs sli.:,wed irrC-i-ffe'cnee tolnz'd.s tl:,-en. In 1B$3 we find_ Bisho!- GRAI$-

DfN and lb,ther Gascon t"g.lnot agriu cn this island towards the midldle of

Augustr for the lt"rrnt upi"it"el- J::::oiseso ln thre course of the visit'

Poter T.nJNDEI,L wa:, re cci';ccl j-nto ';nc Chu:rch on -p'ucust 23th b[/,f1i,h:| 
S:CON

and rnan'iecl the sa,ne clr;r ri, i;he agi ot 25 years by Bishop ffiJ'NDIN !o suzan

ANAKON"

FATHm E. GROUA-RD .,L],[ONG Tii] SLlrvIS.
)iJHC1-)iieQe(-):)3€ti1i(-iQi)i i(i(i ;riiiiesri'ei-)(ii-)n. I P,iii

A.'ouJg Pri-e5t, who had come the pre-v-
icus year to Chiperqrane h:C joined thc fi'ro lti ssi o:marie s on this fsland.
He m,s Father E. GSOLIILBI! 4ed Z3 ]-elTs, who assumed. then the diraction of

thc infant Church oi i;ire ll-:eci lle:rl'.;, by mnfer:Lng i::is first FPt'i.sTLs on

August 2?-i;h and 28th. By i,ii: I t-{-nrc, Bi sirop Gru}IDIN had returned trb }Lis res-

iaJrrco at Fort F;"oui dcnlc r:rC lather GASCbtt to his at Resolution. But the

new oastor of Simpsolr ija:-r- )rr io ao1'b lilal:d in September for a two-week risit
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anong the Sf:tves whh had been evangelized since 1860 by Faurer GASCOI{. And
he hurricd beck to For.t Proyidehce to take charge of that Mission. Ifhen the
tlrree Mis$.onrnni-es confered togcthor about the establ.:ishrent of a penae -
nent Xfission on this fsland, they imrs] have considered it preraatur.e. As they
obsened the con*itions surrounding their smal-l- congrepation of adults, the
results achieved and the pr.ospects for a:r irnnectiate f'r:tu!e, they must have.vr.orried about their faithful and the difficirl-ties araiting both the Pastor
and his .fl-ock.

ITJE PEOPIE OF T'ORT SIMPSON.
,).i33ijiji-)(t(JlJiJiJ!)iji-)siie{-"Jci.i1+ite9i+1 

^+ rLj ^-LU ro u''.-.err stage of the new foundation
to glance at the people of Sjmpson thon, the envi ronne.nt and the activities
carried on in those days. The popu-fation of the Fort and surrounding canps'
was estinated at about 300 fndians. One third ris'as Catholic. Of that number,
sorne 35 adults cornprised the practising nerbers of the Church, while the
others were infants and 1'ouths. Littile religious instnr.ction had been assi-
nilated by those adutts rqiih paerhaps a few exceptions' And a mirrilrun of
rules of Christian morality rvas the rna,xi-lum they could practice. ltle largest
porLion of the population uras either pagen or registered as nembers of t'he
bhurch of &rgland. The fact that ; represeni:atives of tvro different
Chnrches offerred to the Indians bhe Christian faith and appealed to them
for their respective :lembership rmst have confused their ignorant and prim-

itive ninds. 
'The 

fact that a ripresentative of the Church of ft'gland resided

on the Island and r^rith the slapithetic sr-rppori of the local H.B'C' perso rel

had an adverse inff-uence to.rarhs the Catholic Priest and his exclusive prin-

ciples and practices. For instance, 
"'rhen 

the Cathoric Missiorura:sr called on

a m'nber of lrrdj.an" and isk then to j oin trrilh him for religj'ous instmction

and prayer, they queried about the amount of tobacco, tea, sugar,,etc, they

vroil-a rc given in corpensation. S:perstition and sorcery were r"ooted deep

in the minds and lives of the primitive f!.avese as in other parbs of the

vrorl d.

ItrFETCIJ],T TASK.
-X-)'-)tl;-)i-)t)li(riir,{Jeeeex-

The position of the priest wa9 tlen r'€qr difflicuJ.!' A]rd-re1-

igious influenccs were perhaps ihc 
-nost 

diffi-cuft to cope with, 1b9 H-'f'C'

factors and traders lrere, as a rule, hospitable and kind to the Catholic

MissionnazTr. For the lattlr5 thcre trid beLn no need. to cry1ail t9 F"-t-:ok
Itr" rerigi-tus diffcrence s. 

' 
Howc\ier, occasions aroused 14rhen the Prie st' vras

"""e"ri. 
i to state tna anio.a ]r-is iraditionra'l Cathofic faith' And it uas

extrenr:ly delicate ror a lissionnary of FYench nationalitye vr'ho desired to

stand vrcl1 icith tri-s obliging freinds, noighbors aJld hosts of Scotck origin

rrd pr,sbytcria,t or :ngriiti itilittr't" dischergc his pastoraf dlties' Tnro '

it vras on].y natural that*;; oil"oilot*t"a. ProtJstant ideas da ould pref er

the absencc of the cathol-ii' p"i"ii, t'tt c they invit'ed and sr:pported the Ff,ot-

esiant missionnar:r.

C]ILLI,ENGE TO THF BISHOP
)t J|)ae{J';1-)i+eeiJe$OiFiJ$iJi)?1-)P,4

atione during one of his
had firrned to a subject

Bishop GRAND1N rvas faccd nrit'lL such del-:ic:tc s situ"-

visits, s,t the tabLc of his hosts. 'Itre corwersation
that actounts elen today for anti-Catholic feelings "
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One officer told the Bishop that he and trbther GRonTER had taught ihe Indians
that rr.411 Protos Lants go,to hell...rr That no Priest had p1€ached such a doc-
trino to the Indians w:i, of course, srrrc enough to Bishop @ANUIN. Or the
other hand, what assu.rance coul-d therc be that none of their hearers had
drawn th:i- s false conclusi-on fron thc truths pr€ached to theni? Th-is tlas a
chsllenge to the Bishop rlIho i{ith cal-m and confidenee said to the honorable
gentlen'nn: rrsir, comc l'r'ith re and l-ct us lnqulre fron sone of our people lf
thet is urh4t they havc been taught. The honesty of tht: gontl-enan is euldent
from the fact that he r,rent out at oncc with Bishop GRAIIDIN and got into corp
vcrsatj.on with the CathoLic ll6tis about the Fort. Of course, they all- denlod
having heard srrch an objectionnable doctrine eithtsr from the Bishop or Fath€r:'
GROLIIm. As the little Jean-Baptistc Pepinl Bishop grandin ts personal atten-
dant came on to the scene, the honorablo gcntlemen, questionned him at the
requcst, of the Bishop who dcclared: rrHc is present at all- ngr instn-rctionse
vrhJther in the french or native tongue.rr - rrTe11 rne, ny boyrtt askcd the Fac-
tor, tt is it true that t c.l-l- Protestant go to hellr, on account -of- thej-r rcl-

iglonf rr - lNorrr'was the boyrs t"nty, unot if they are conrrinced that- their
rEligiott is gio@3 but y"sr'if thby'Lelieve it to be wrong and yet' hold it'rl

Bishop GRANDINT clwsys so rttcntivc :nd so sparing of the.fecllngs

of others, was iI1 the rnre gr;tified by thi s anfltrer, becausc it. had. never

occurcd. to h-is mind to give i special instruction or this point. to t'he, o1d

Be3u]aeu t s grandson. In rekating the incidcnte thc Bishop f,ererked that the

french Canadian M6tis r.rcre'not ii ol-1 p1".u"d.-vrith thc sort of crtss"'exami-

nation thcy had been suojected to' rrxgr lorde tr t'hey said afte rvrerds t tt 5'f

yo" frtO nade the least n6d, wc|d have taugbt lriur e lossonl '! Thercup91'
"ni"frtp Cnlf,nf N conrnentcd 

"i'.i'rg 
r rr the t so,urlstrs des boj.s I in the 5Os and

6os of ttre l-9th ce ntury *"1 
"It 

3f14r&ys model Catholics, but ih ey rrculd have

died for thcir Priest and Cathofic religion. tt (!):

ZEAL OF FAI}IER CAOIJARD.
?i r r)iii*ri J^Jiliriii-).*iiJiJHi-i Ji Jfi di.lr

It was the task of Father GRCXIARD to strengthen the
Faith of his flock and train them int'o morzJ- practices' He nade his second
appearance in Simpson in early ;une 186l+. I5l1ed wittr zeaL, tbe y.oung mlssion-
niry preached thJ viord of God. tin season and out of scason t and urged t'he

indifferent Indians not to harden thcir hearts. trir"e adrlts answered hi's

call- and $"ere .-baptizcd, r'lhile 2t chr-ildren lrere takcn to t'he sacrarnent of spi-

ritual regeneration. Liter, l:r laie August, I'doen he lehrmed finon a uisit to

ForL,Ilard, Fathcr CTROU1RO received inio tLe Ch'rch 3 nore adrltsl l+ chil -

dren 3nd blessed the r:.erriage of A'lexis BEAtrl'rEU and tr{arie LAtrFxRTY' on the
DA+L ̂ +' trrrm.-t jr +r. o -11qsfnss of Ol-iv:ier IAFFIRTY anct Z6phiri:r UjRAM.

r i r u S u o  v t  ! r  I  u r e  I

Fsthe'r PE|]TOT, c ]roung Priest frum Fort Prov-idencel acconparried

Father GROUARD then and assisted in the cond:ct of religious exercises. Ttle

Missioruraries observed that thc Indians showed less interest in religion and

fea,r of the Priest. r"atner caou.gao zenarkod that the doath of a marr he had

Gpiiroa it iono ciused somc ones to hold-the Catholic:e]i4:1-11tnjl-"]ot"
for it. Thencc, thc fic n:s poddfed rtound srying : t' Thc C3't'hol-ic rcli gion

c.n d the baptisn or tne pJesf arc causing dcath' " - Incidentily' one Catho-

lic India.r c411ed on tno-,lngfican nLiniste'r for a visit and asked for tobacco'

Hlving lrTllrlrurod somc p"uy"t! and taken the t'obacco he went to tris tent' Soon

ii" i"it relrnrse, put isihc the iobaccoe rral.l<c d to a Catholic neighbor and
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qqrri$ i-C he could yet be adrLittgd to the prayer of the p1,isstr. This i:rcidentana ouners rEvear to sone ext'ent the rel-igious struggle of the inJant church
u4.. t_hg arxiety of the Pastor. ?'uith a worr:ied. rn-nd]-then, i.utfr"" CAOUahLt
sail-ed to Forb Liard for tJre usual miss-ion and retui.zred to Frouidence in ttre

WSIT OI' THE SECOI{D CATHOIJC B]SHOP.
)lJ3{i€l.'){iiJ€1-)9iiir!),1$3)1-){+.re€(-JSe9F):ieeee{Jti(-}et

or rre second catholic Bishop, ,"", lff: {:""ffiSlH"tHJt"+I":l l|i"i:#t
of :the l,{acl.,enzie i.iissions.. Th6 ll-year o1d Eishop ianded in Simpson 

",i.th 
fa-

iher GRoUARD on Argust 25th. AXr-the Inctians in toryn gathere d to see and. hear
him. The Bishop who spoke fluently.indian ctiale cts charmed his audience and
confucted the usual spiritual ser:ftce s. Father GROUARD played the organ du-
ring i,:Iass :and pra3e r, singing also hlnins in indian language. Sore of the In-
dians irho knelr the hymns alsvrere d vrith the futl stren$th of their lungs. As
a iesul! of their teachings arrd. pra;'erse the Lri.issj.omaries conferred LO Aap-
trsrns and blessed 3 narriages. Ia lher GROUA_RI had nade a,n early rrisit in Jr::re
and a th:ird one in the latje fal-f on h-is vray bark from Llard. Mearwhile Bishop
FA.IiAIID had gone do.rn the ],fackenzie River. And the pastor of tkr e &,cred Hoart
I'ti ssion deparbed for ForL Providence about tire Bth of October, leaving behind
h:is flock struggling against sickness arrd st,arvation. A.n epidemic of scarl-oi
feeler caus. d the doath of !0 persons d:ring that srm'ner 136! in and around
rne !or0.

S.;EAT AND SORE TIIROAT.
': !F,-;1-;-j -i.zi iirjei;ii :-ii-: j- rit); ;l)l'i

In lAarch of tho fo1J-olui-ng year. the M:i s sior:nagr put on
his snow shoes and nnrched into Simpson on the l7th.'Thence he hur:'ied to
Fort Liard lqith h:i-s coirpagnlon where they built the first residence. Torprds
the mi ddl-e of June the Priest paddled dllrrn to Simpsone ltconducted the fuIi.ssionrr
baptizcd two ch-il-dren on thc f[th and 16th respectively. Thencc he sailcd up
to Proridence. fn August hc is on the lsl-and again. By conincidence, he tr:a-
vc,t.Led along v,ath t"ne Hev. l]t. K-LhLllBI, 3no ooch vrenl up !o "L, orc Lillaro on Lne
u.E.C. barge for their. re spective religious llo"k. The Fiest, who had r€tup
ned to Sirnpson about the 2oth of September, conJorred baptisn to the one-month
ofd Charlotte SARCELLE the follov,ring day. Fb.ther ffi'OUIRD has related the dif-
ficrrlties net by the early Indians to l-earn the prayers and even to make the

sign of the cross. At oru time, hc saide T trave scen men and tonen slrcatJ-ng
before they could learr.r thern. Holr nany time s T have nade n$/ t]'!bat sore ty
repeating to lhem the pre'yers of the Ito sa:yl ltdle i"n Simpson, the Mission-
naly gave his earnest.caro to the Catholic families enployed at the Bay. In
tho- I;ll- of that )rcar, he carmed in i:he shack oi onc oi tLcn and there dis-
chargc d hio pastora-1 dutics.

Ttris rrras the kind of l-ife lead t[,r the ltissiormary durfug that period
cnd the kind of nrinistrg he perfonncd for five rnre years. Twice a year, he
travelled frorn Providence to Liard firsi: in Iilarch by dog team with a stop
over i:r Sitnpson, and thence frora Liard in May by canoe thr'ough Sinpson and
on to Pl}olridence. And aga.in fron Providence in August or Septerber through
Sinpson and on to Aard, and then back to Prov-idence in late october.



- I L -

1867 ! nxRrvn.T, oF l't cnEy ituNs AT pRoIrltEtICE.
jJ; -:$;{-;i-X.j:ilJi-;:ii-;ii;iji.;i-i).-;(-;;ji)Ci-F;ir,ei-;Hri(-;.-iiii-;i-.;i)i;tijlii-;,-;i

The year 1867 brought great ir
i,erest to Fathea GRoIJARD lvho rrejoiced over the comins at Forb Prouidence
of I. Grey Lluns on the 20th of August. He w:itnessed ii:eir arr:ivat and the w
warn reception given to then5 who had cone to condrrct the education of the
Sl,ave fndians in a newl-y built Re sidentaal School. The event nEy not have
dr€I1Ti the attention of a large portion ol the population of the lrF,ckenzie.
Tn fact, lt has been gi-ven so little publicity in the annals of E&rcation,
that even in oui days, sone writers supposedly flel1 i-nfonTred at€ ignorant
of ttr]e event. Misses L. TOEIIS and V, RATA,AtrF, rriting in the lilotrir.T.T.A.
review of the June 1951+ issue, candidly asse:"bed tirat : 't...The St.Peterts
Residential- School, built at urat time (189lr), iras the or:-ly Indian Residen-
tial School- on the lvia,ckenzie River...tt (page 9). It is a wonder that the
publishers of the Rerriew fri]ed to note the error or carcd little about the
asserbion of historical falsehood.

T?re itinerant Pastor of the Sacred Hearb Mission, wb.o was not corF
cerned with publi citye deparbed fYom Providence ilanediatly after the arrival
of thc 3rey Inrns, for Lr-is regular visits

WTJNNE{IUES AND ],AiT'NNTYS.
i(-;{J(-)i,f )p;-)ir,ir,+)1-)Qi)i+ei+eecei)?eeet

tlis first nLini steriak function was the blessingt
on Septenber Bth l-867, of the mar:{age of lavid \llLIENmilIE to lalouise, in
the presence of louLson T,ANoIx (LAFFERTY) a"nd lEl-li-am CHAm,Es.

A year later, the Priest baptized Joseph lm,l,ENfiII/E son of Dairidt
aged 2 r:onths, ln the presonce of Joseph and Catherine BOII\IIm on.4ugust 24'
tr'-ourbeen baptisns were conferrcd ard i narriage s blessed dyring that year

1868. - of partiarJ-ar intcrest in 1859, in the lligh llrass sung in open a-ir

by Fathe r GROUA_R! on sr_inday Jr:ne 15 I Ttre al-tar rras set on tvfo cases. ll6tis
and Tndians sang the lfqrril r ryith full voice. As us'al the Priest qr ent.lnost

of his u-me in !-rring rLligioo" instmction to the flock. And he noted thcn

that aJ-l his nembcrs of tnl Church had rerna-ine d faitifil-l a,r:d hc expressed

tris p -eas'urc ovcr the fact that no dcfection had occurcd yet

One branch of the LAI'FERTYS nay takc pleasure in being reca-lJ-ed

rat their ancestors in simpson *"r" n rri".l on June 20bh 1870. John MaCrvOR

an emplyec of thc Baye originating from nild Rlver, lilanitoba, wc dded, Mati^e

SOIUE- i; the Presenc'c- of niptist 
'f,nmlICE 

and Joseph SAVOYARD' rytiit:i $cll
ABI blcssed their urrion. Ie'za was born of then a ]'ear latcr. .[leJcis ],AFFmTIY

".fto 
f'tuO horYi 7 years beforre Ieza, married her later on' Leza uras born at

Sear Iake r,trere hex parent lj-ved ihen. I'athei LEC0RRE travelfed to Bear Lake

lrti"l-ir'trt *irrt"" nita ',.i 
"iGa 

the r{a;IVoRs at F?'arrglin' He had walked there

by dogs lrrith a cornpagaion ir, t cold day of FeiruarT-. The Priest rivas so lleak

and u.red when he 
"r.rt ""uJ 

ihe t ouse tnat Jofurrs wiie did not recogr-i ze hi*'tt.

Iather T,EC0RRElitho rvas t;i; gt.J for a few daFs was st-"""-: P"':T-":9T:"
and treated nost kindly. He baptized the baby IEza on the llrnr uIIc r-d'i'cDv

born of thlEe chil-dr€rr. ii'"- otft'""t rvere Catherine ar d Al-fred' I-eza arrd C;a'-

i:herine dade their firs t 
- 
Corun'rnion togettrer in lBB ' Their mother l{ar{e had

another sister, riane d Kotseilla Catherine, who narried to Corrreilte IALLY



of Fort Goocl llope on June l9th of thai: pear 1870. At l-east fo:r ather chil.-
dren l'lere bor.n to the I,.4acIi/0RS. And tvro are liuing yet. The twin si.sLer Ca,-
roI-ne, bbrn in Simpson, is in Carman, Ltran.r and is now BO years o1d. Her
younger brother Franlz Lives in St. Claude, L{an., tcith tt-is irife I'farguerite
GAGNO]{' and have several children in rViruripeg and iI Saskatchewdn. Dozens
of oiher X{aoIVORS, descendahts of John and Marie, live today in the Prairie
Provj-nces. - Father ],ECORRE, relating his ui-sit at ftankJin in 1870, sa:i-d
of Joha lriacfvoR that he ras one of those generous hearbs eager to rrender
scrwicc e.nC to pend thernselves for their neighbor.(6)

PRESENCE OF THE PRTEST NTEDID.
ie: ;iii;ppi;l;i-::rle,-;:){+ts)e1-)3)iJi-)itiJ$3)e{-x-)ir,f

T?re Indians of lletla vrere then a porbion of
thc fl-ock of the Catholic Priest. on lviax.ch l-5th 1871, Father mCUARD con-
ferred- baptism to tro of their chlldren drring a visit nade thex€ on his
vray to Liard. Ore of then rvas He nrictte ldlATNT tA.

Ia te r i nAugus i r t he l , t i ss ionna . r5 r$a idh i s las tv i s i t i nS i f i 4 : sonand
dv.retrt rn a house pliced'at lr:is disposal $r the H.B.C. Ulanager, Mr HARDISTI.
^r irairiont'. hennorrorJ then and ]"eveal-s the praOirice followed by the Pricst

drring hiis pasttral duties. O:ie carly norrling, alter hc had gonc around the

rort i-ngin! his bett for the Mtass, f,ho lbther sat at the organ to play and

sing hlnis before tr{ass as usual. To tlis surprise, he experienced, that he

trad'tost conpletely h-i s voice and }i:LS thcn u]1abl-e to sing. Neverthelessr hc

cclcbrated tire Sacrificc of thc i,{ass and administered the Sacramcnts'

Twice in the suior}er hc had had contacts u-ith ttrc members of his
.Chu rchand theo the rpoop l c l r ho } l adga thc red in theFo r t .To t l i s soT ro l r ,

the Missionrary observed a grourj.ng antagoniiln bet'ween his people 91d- 1h".
Protestants. fhen: ,r.re ncre than onc controversy bctwccn the Catholi c M6-

tis ernploy'ed at the Bay and +,hc Scotchlncn, their enploycrs. The, y6t+s-:n -

"orr".gL 
tirc fndians to rcna-in faithftrl to-thc Church and gavc then a fairly

good E4mpte Th.qr arguedvfi:lly on various controversial zubjectse in par-

ii*tr".-o., ttre cetiUacy of the priest. Baptiste LAMALICE reported that one

Oay, fre was accuded of g1oon41 blindnessr of superstition and idolatryt be-

cause e pi cture of tfre iirain l{3ry lo,as in a conspicurus place,i3 f:-i1 
,Jlouse'

Baptiste, although ho had littlc education, i,ms bitterly vcxed by such a

lack of lnanners on the parb of the honorablo gentlcnEn. lb shalply_ retorted

itrat he was not stupj-d Lnough to worstrip a piece of paper' vfhile he -wor -

Snipea CoO on1y, he gavc hoior to ilis l, othcr, whose picture deserved- a place

in iiis hone 3uit as conspicuous as that of Queen Bess in thc honorable.
gcntlonants iouse.,At any rate, Iather GROUARD couid measure then the deep

dft"f, tmt was dolo'ing bltr,reen'ihe two p@ions of the Tovm on account of

retig-iors princi.plas and practices. He iealized that the presencc of. the

Pricst for ? fow ffcf.ks.onty in a yJar 3mong his people was noi 91oush- !o'givc them the religious initructitn they needed and to inspine them with a

iaste of virtue and a disl-ike of sin. A large nu:nlcer of young childz€n flho

had bcen baptized 6rr:ing tho past ten years had acquired only a mininn:rn of

Chrisiian truths and practices. those youag peoplb, becoming adrlts, wcre
to fo::r the largest porLion of the catholic church in a near future. l{ost
of then lived iI scattered camps out of contacts vrith ttre Priost and wiihout
the assistance of the 

"n"t'ar:1onts 
of Penance and HoIy Elrcharist. Ttre Missiorp



_ l_ r -

nery could foresee the ttre stnrggfe both fron with-in and from wittrout vrhicir
thc infant Church woul-d incvitably go throrgh.

FATHER V. DEKNRANEJETS STlilGGIE TO CHRISTTANIZE fHE INIIANS.
-){JSli(i:)iii-;l-iei.)eeiii+ei+-)ei-)l-)$Le:x-),t9ei-)iie'r)(ji-)FHoi-)F)i.t(Je(-Jee$eiJ$rF)e(ii-lij(Jee(-):

Father GROUARD
could not hope that the lludson rs Bay authoriiies woul-d g:ive hin pemissj-on
to built a hbuse of ttl s o1,In on their orm properby. Mol€over, even wit'h that
perrnissien, he could. not hope that they would transport on thej- r York. boats
Lnough nraterial for that puqpose. In those days, the amount of freight a1-
lottea to each post vr-as :-irni tea arld the sorb of supp1:ies irported flas also
liidt€d to the :nain necessities fltr trading fur. After 9 years of devoted
senrices to the people of Sin'psonr while he rninistered ailong ttrem in thei- r
ovm language, priye O tor them and u-ith ta em, Father GROUARD weni aboard a

canoe ancl sailed to Proridence lrhe re he was to take charge of the x'lission'

trbther Victor DEIGRANfiiE had been appointed to Fort Liard and ohar-
ged with the care of the lort Simpson ltissibn. The 3\-yeal ol-d Priest had

! arned the Sfave language at lori Prov-idence for thr€e years and was lve1l

prepared for h-is new pastoral duties.

nho .\rnrlnp Iissiorut4r lande d on the Isfand with some apprenhention,
in earlJ' SepLmber of that year JBll. Sadly enough, tris first. pastora-l. drt5r

lvas to tondtrct the funerals of one of his parishoners, on Septenber.4tht jll

the presence of Alexls BEAELIEU and John iviaclvoR. Had the new Priest rore-

seer| then that, in the course of his 21 Jrears of nd'nistry in the mi-dst of

the people of Sinpson, most of his Cairholics were to becorne nominal- nenbers

of his itrurch ? Surely not. Moreover, did he pope then to bring int'o t'he

Ctrurch a porbion of tire rest of the population i uardly so, because,Father

GROUARD had uarne d hiin that 'hre woul-d ieave to carl]J" on a hard stnrggle bef-

ore vre coul-d christianize the lndians.rr (7)

I{EDICIIIE I,MN AND SUPERSTITIONS
i1-)u(ir^€P'rdr-)o9*i-)(-)ir$eiieai)ceei-)i)iJ**8" 

"i 
du 

" 
the aLifficur-ties inherent -to- the

Christian Failh and pre,ctices for primitive peopl-e t'o acEu:ire. and obse-n'et

thcre were trrose ariiing from nedicine men and sorcer€rs vrho had a slrong

hold on their fcLlov't-rEn. D.]tangled in a network of zuperstitions'. the IrF

dian had confidcnce in thc charrns of the nedicine nran uho claimed to cure

ttre sict<5 pacify the spirits, te rrify Lris audience and cast a spe11 -up91
the enneqr. The Ec.ns 

""ua 
#* trictcry and jugglcryr."f!ul ::"-!-.1-:*,Tlh

imrora.l- and o-icious practices. Knowing tlrat the Catholic Friest wou-Ld prc-

lront tfru peoplc against then and their oviJ- practicest the .ne9+cil: -Tl-
turned. up to be fierced enrlemies of the ltissionary and used arl- lpans rJo

opposc his pastoral dlties.

Another dtfficrrlty met by tho Cathol-ic Priest 1n converting the -IrF
dians r,as their habil of irading iheir trivc s. l,{indful of all that and aft'er

a first contact ruith the flock, 
-Father 

DH{EnANoUE went up to Fort Liard j-n

late September of that year tB?1 and took possession of the resj'dence built

fr"lriouiry by Brother nbrsnum, Fathe r GRcfrJARD, and b-i-s conpanion Antoine

LA\rIOlsl1s.
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A third Cathol-ic Bishop honored Sinpson by ]-r-is v-isit in l-B7l-. In
late Febmerye Bishop CIUT, Coadjutor of Bishop FAXAUD, Vicar Apostolic of
l,{ackenzic. The lO-year otd Bishope lvho spoke fluentl-y the Chipelqran, ninis-
tercd a fcw drys among thc small group of Catholics and baptizcd fitto clril -
drpn on the 23rd.'krence hc v,alkc d dovm thc lvlack€nzie River and on to the
Yukon, Failher DEIGRANGUE t s second pastorel l\nction in Sirpsonr on his sec-
ond visit in Junc of that )eaJ- lras to cond.rct anothel funeral, that of
Pierre DENXBA, in the presence of A]-exis BEAWIEU and John l,{acIVOR.

POSSESSED BI THE DEJIT],.
-)(i€3et)eit)i-)i)i+-)iJee{-iiJ.g(-)(.)P,t-lf

An event had taken place shortly before, vfi-ich pas-
scd urmoticed-,: Fathcr DEKERANGUE baptized a Z$-yeat old nen, rvho died 1ar
te:: possessed by the dev:i-l. The Priestr who related the faet; was a deeply
rcligious person but none the lcss free fro:n superstLtion. A l-ealned and
trained nan in Chr:i.sti4n tmttrs, thu ljissionary could well recognize the
diabol-ical- possession fron rne rely natural end physical- causes. trbther. DDf
KERANffIE ha^d observcd, as well- ls his predecessord, the inJluence of the
dev-il sowing ev-jjl thoughts into thc mincl of the lndiansr . nd irprcssing-
wcaker individrals by hi ssubile cvil spir:i-t" The Priest knew weLl too that

thc Slave people as velf as cny other peopl-e were prone to euiJ- and easily

bent to se ductive.. plcasure s without thc dcvil ls, infl-uence and possessron'

Yet the Priest ha& stated and record.ed the fact of one diabolical possession
.wlrich rreveals the sad state of the Initi-ans in the early years of and prior

to their Christiani zation.

Forf, Si rnnson thcn had bcen ni cke d-nene d rtthe devil r s Islandrlt a1-

thorgh no ru"otd- give evidence od a diabotical possessi-on in snd eround t'he

I'ort. l legend is stip heard tod.ey saying that- one day the Catholic ?riest

i,,i-rii" 
"""i[i"g 

the rtiirine Officc along thI River bank, r-ras approched ty tJee

devif under tic form of a lTan. The Priest lookcd srrprised at the unelpe c-

ted stranger vrho told hin : tt You er€ loosing your tim here, t'his fsland

is mine. ir - Al-though I trave senious dor'r'bts about the ilruth of this fact' I

q"ii" 
""a"t"i.nd 

wf,y th.i s lort has been cal-les rrile\rif ts Islandtt' The ear\r

Catholic Missj-onaries who cane into close contacts nj.th the peopl^e.9f F.tlF
sonand the i rac t i v i . b ies thenca l l edFor tS in4 :son the | |Baby lono f theNo f t , l r i | '
mther DXKIR,AIJGUE saw fit to call it : rrThe llr:is or the Notthtr' and rrlsland

of sinsrr. Such an .*pfu"".t i n* *"a not given to this place on accor:nt of

tf:-.t"ii"*i possessio'n of its people; it-wag 9|v9n on account of the deril t s

: 
"n""""" 

oit th"*, but, also A're to ifre fact that Sinpson was then 
:l:,91 

-

ther.ing center of people of different racese colors tongues and relagrons'

Sill,PSON ISLAND : n TOii-fER 0F BABEf,rr.
iQ(-)e1ii-x l-|i'(t$i)iii)i-){-)3li$eiiei)liese3)i)e?;-r('l-)'r

Because of that, Bi shop GI'AMIN has na'nEd

this Island ! Irthe Tovlrer of Babelrr . Yeans bef ore the coming of the llli'ssio-

.,"*yr 
-si.p"ott 

had been the central post of the I'{ackenzie Dstrictt becarse

oi iis geographical- location. ft had been and vras then yet th9 residence of
.,,he Chief Factor of the H.B. C. f or the I'rhole l,{acl{enzi e. .q-11 tfte Companyl s

barges, perhaps 12 in mrnber, fron ltfcPhersol q thu Norbh, and fYom PorEage-

l-a-l,oche to the Southe *t ui s:-try.on with their crew and yearly freight'

Each york boat, .i,IaS *r*ua 
-ty 

a- 
""irn 

of 10 M6tis and Indj.an vo)rageursr and

capable of carrying about i to 6 {:'ons of frei$ht' In June, but pa.rtisu-larl-y
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FORT I N 1916

Left to Riglrt: Indian Agcncy. Old R.C. \{ission. Nerv R.C. N{ission. H.B.C. Anglican House. Anglican Church. Indian Slracks.

.{t tlre left on the "Flat". Indian tents rnav be scen alonz the Rivcl Bank.
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in August, these rnen and H.B.C. officials from neighbouring fbr-b crOwded on
the rsland for sone ti'p. There weze scotchmen, orlcrey rslanders, Norrrcgians,
Englishmen, 1vi6ti s of both scotch and ryench de3cent, 

-Dogr:i.b 
and frare fniians'

from northern points w:ith a number of their faffiljies i there were Chipewya,n,
Yellov,rlffdfe and Cree Indians from the Sor:th; therc were Slaves fron llrigley
Liard and Providence, some rnrith their famlties also. Of course, nost, S_aves
fron Sinpson clistrict flocked on the Island on that occasion both for busi-
ness and social entertairunent or recreation. Most of those carne on their
o',rn, bnit others rvere housed at the o4ense of the Corrpany. The floati-ng po-
pulation for parb of the nrnmer was estinrated at sono 300 people, whiLe d
duning a fev.r weeks it rcached the !00. No wonder then that such seasonna.l
gatbofings occasioned lively activ:itiesl some excitrents, and a number od
i-nrnoral disorders. Father GASCON and Bishop GnANDIN noted that there rrere
in those days sccncs of discords, cases of bigotry, avarice, l-ies and routs.
l,,,lention is ngdc al-so of in[roralties such as drunkenne ss, fights, adulteries,
and sessions of sorcory have al-so been obscrred. (B)

,{,'nong thc Compa-ny r s vo}'ageug:ld employeas, dc out 60 werc Catholicst
according to Fathcr DEKERI'NGiIEr in addition to over a hundr€d fndians vrho
hcd bocone mombers of thc Cathol-:lc Church ultif that year 1872. fn such an
enviForurFnt and in thc ini-dst of such pco'ple, the Priest perforned then his
pastor:,I duties, for a period of I fcw l,eeks during thc summcr. It nust bc
iaid here that the rcla-tions ci*,h thc Officials of the Honorable Conpany
rrcrc cordial. It is natter of record a-1so that the l$le of the CoIPany ovef

the native people wasr on the ntrole, a benevolent one. The Chief Facto'r rras

Jus tlve of ieacc and ine only rc pre ientati'v'c of the Gwer'rrnent of Canada.

True; scencs of dnrnkenno ss ntay have takc:n placc a':rd l-r''toxicati:tg liquor
di stributcd in Limitc d amout by sone indirriduals. Yet, thc law passed and
cnfo rccd by ttrc Conpany then protribited ovcn the i:rporbation of- zrm on thc

York boats. The Angtican Bish;p BOI.dPAS, nho resided at Sinpson. in th-ose
days, dcclared thal such abusc! rrere rlrre as v,'e11 as other of imnora'1 ca-

ractcr.  (9)

fn fate fa]l of 1872, Bishop CLUT, on his Tray from thc Yukone nade

r. scconcl visit on the rsland' .t{e conferred 3 Baptisns and blessed 2 'mar-
riages, One of them r,l-as of fsidore BEGJE vrho wedded Suzame LENOIR (rddolr

of Fet6c ) on september 3rd. Both I'rero baptized on t'hat day' lYre fol l-owing

su.nmer, tirc friesi blessed the nr,:rriage. of widolrer Peter TRtNDrfr' io tr'ran'

coise. rri dolv of {rhe l-3ire Francis HOOLe on Jrme 2Oth' trbtfter PET{ t'OTt 4s -

il;iu;;"i"; ck;;JH6";-"p""i 
".'"'"'"eks 

with his companion t*ren and
as:iisted hirn in giving thc. ttho i',fissionl.

THE ST,IAIL ILOCK SHAIG1V UP BT DTVERS INB,UENCSS.
)ij(-i(rn(+i-)eest{r)1tP.i-telJei)iJt-)tiiJ,'.-)iiF-):'j4?'e9(ieH(.)eFX-)eO(-)e93)i-)t)gl

In 1875, HshoP CLUT P'dd

enother visit to his Mi ssionary and con-ferved laptisn P trn-F**i, *U

one adrl_t on June 20 ancl 21. - -And yea1ts went by as rb.tlrer DEKILHAI{UUE aas-

"frorsoJ 
hiu pastoral duties trrice j y"at 

"tottg 
the sma'11 floch shaken up ty

divers influcnces.

Bishop CLUT, who uras we}l inforned on the condit'ions of the Catho-

lic colTunrnity bt S:-puon, repori:e d then that the fsland rnras the tqitadel of
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Frotcstanti-sn r. .And thc Pastor ldmseffsaid that t'I am too often tl'le voice
that crios lnto the desertrr. Asi<ing ibr pra,Jiers, he rnrrcte to his benefactors
that S:Ltan had built here his seven-tover forbress.From student to prie st-
hood, hc beggcd also for prayers that the idask:r send here a Pastor accorL
iting to llis ilirrine Hearb and ri:akc of this Island a Cathol-ic Island. (f0)

Undoubte CIy, tho Flrthcr r.Ias sharp in his expressions. But when he
referred to ttrc 7-towor forbress of Satanl rre know'that he rras not Lden -
tifying the religious ac livities of the n"rglican Xfission wit]r those of Sar
tan. A nen of religious tolerance end inspired lrith +,he charity of Christ,
thc l,tissionary referrod rnainJ-y to the evil spirits who sor.led eniJ. tttoughts
in the ndnds of a porbion of the popuJ-ati on and checked h:igher Christian
aspirations by thcir subtlc terrptetions. @portunities for such ev:iI in -

.fl-ucnces ar€ too ecsily offerad to Satan ','rhen thc representatives of imo
differcnt rel1gious groups worked in t'he sa&e fiel-d and nake t'hei,r r€Li-

gious appeal to the samc people. IIue, f'bthor DEKERAMITE arrd other tvlissio-
neries clafuned that tlleilr fl_ock was subject to unchristian infl-uences on
the parb of anti-catholic proselyte s, I'fl:ratever trutir ther^e nLight be in their
rsse-rbions, r,rc l-ack docunentary evidcnce to ascerbain at least the degree
to whi-ch suvh adverse influences were cxert,ed.

^ +  - - - -  * ^ J - ^  + l ^ .AU qrrv r*uu, .',; l,lsslorcry claime d. that hc vras doing a li"tt'].e good
and that a number oi fndians becamb nore tamed inspite of cal-un:nies spread
in tholr nidst. ',4re note in passing the baptisrn ot ilitlia,.n E@A on Jr:ne l8th

1BBt, the trno-ycar old sorr of Joieph DENEdA and Nancy TSANKON. It nay- be

"n"ailnd 
hcre that i{ancy was a sister to li{,arie SOITITEe wife of John nacIVOR.

I shoul-d like to point orit here, rRithort d:i-sturbing Ezeats c)nscieneet that

his caseexanplifiis the adverse Catholic influences corqrlai ned. of by Fat'her

lfkmltlcuf in those- years. - Another e:(an'Pl-e is that of the late Eatsj' or

ttlliam BEGIE, son oi I"idor= and Suran LENolS who-was Qltized. 
af 

- ll:,.tc"
of trro years tty ruth"t DEKEnANGUE, orl June 20th 18?6. - A mor€ j.nteres!]'ng

crs" is" tftat o? l,{arguerite NITSE baptized by the same on the l5tts of June

i6it ;i the age of E years. Her fat;er NTTSE had died and her mother IBTS**

was- an infidei. r,,.atgnl*it" v'ras baptiz'ed again in L922 W error at ^Resolution'
Of 

"oo""" 
the sacraient vl'as given runder condiiiont, since ite effect camot

be received twice. Noi{ at thJ age of B! years, garguerite, who is lfidow HOPE

sdys that she does not mind to have teen baptized twice in so nany years '

SUCCESS Ill I'{ORK IN SP]TE 0F A POOR ItriAlTH.
-;i-:-;i'j ji ti.):+-):j$eHirr;hl?ri(-i:-i;ei;ii-)( j':;ii-ii.'ii-ti-;'--)i;ti-;iJ-r;c:J,oi'

During the rnrinter 1BBFB6, lLre
pastof of the sacred. I{earb l,[issi on fe]-f seriousl-y ifl-, lYtlile alone_at. Follt

iioa. g" sent two Indians to get Fatfrer LEcc[frfB who tras then at Fort !b1-
son, ln order to receive the Sacrament of hcbrere-Unstion. Forhrnately, tfie

Father grelv better in the meantime and recovered h:is heal-th -ive}.L enough to

continuJ for B nore years to nrinistr.:r among the people of Ftrt Sinpson'

1886 uas narkecl by an impres sl-ve cererbqy of Con-finnation perfornred

by Bishop CLUT on June 27ih. Tventy s even ch-il-dren and adul-ts received tltat

"*"""*tri. 
The pastor of the Sacred i{: rrt nriission had had sole other conso-

l-ations during that surnner. He receivrd. into the chrrch cofneille YALLT at

l0 years of ale and whode narriage lc-..s blessed on the same day, June 27th'

l,atlr in Sepi;inrber, Johnr{r and liatt.js rriOSES joined the Catholj-c Church at
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the age of 22 anl 20 respectively. Johnnyts nrarriage to Charl-otie SARCTf,".T,E
was blessed two years later; 416 hj-s rnother i{elen becane a Cathclj-c a week

l.leanrldle Fhther IEffiRANGUE took charge of tl3e Fort ufrigley Indians
rrho had been visited hitherto fror:r Forb Norn'ran ty Father lf,JCOT. He nade his
first v:i- sit ihere in early June 1BB7e condr:cted the tmissionr and confered
baptisn to tvro children.

... Sore events of different characters deserved notice that took place
in 1BBB. on. i,,as the baptism of thc 3-ycar old Gcorge SIBBESTON in the prc-
s(jnce of l,uciennc SAIfDERSON. I{r s nother Julie was not a Cathol-ic1 and his
father Thomas vras enplcye d at the Bay. - Another oas the baptisn. of Joh-nny
I IORI'EOIAN ?t the age of 32 yearst v,rhosc parents ratcre ',;mlrnorivn to the Priest.
Or thc sam. day of Jr-rly 2,"nc1, his B-yc ar o1d son Flancis - Joseph , called
TETSO lrras conferrcd. b'.eptism on the sane day together vrittr his 6-year o1d
drugh bcr B iza.

1BBB : FTRST STEANIB BRINGS IIIAROVE.MENTS T0 SfMPSON.
-){i:)(-)(-)(-)QQeehseeeeF)eeiie$iieei-)iilJi-):-)9i)(J3){J€eHeireH$e(-)3)3iJ3)ei..)(Ja

The other event ves the
landing at sinpson of thc first motorLboat built and ovmed by the Hudsonls
Bay Cornpany. Tic steaiirer ryas to rcplacc the Lo-foot York boats for gassengo
g"t .tra trli gnt transportation along the lrlackenzie River. For eome 60 years
Ihc Yo'k boats hacl rcn-l'acccl the canoes fcll into disuse' Tt was now a xad-

ical changc in vrator transportation that henceforth affected favourabfy
Fort Si-mpJon and hcr pe op1-. the nclv stcamor tt'{'[rigleytt pushing barges ]oa-
dcd vrith frcight cotrl--d li-nd on the Isl-and a l-aTger amount and vqiety ^ of
srrnntias for firrf,herinq trade busincss aJid insuring af,-L necessitios of Life '
v q F , y * + v v

l-aiher DIKmANCUE mrst havc availed himsel-f of the nc'r facilities both for

trensportation and supplies. A rrurber of brigadc m€n no longer rcquir€d by

the Biy settled dov,'n,round Forb Siipson u:ith their familie s, either as

erlpl-o)/ces or trappersl lrhile others in snaLler nurnber continued to serv'c
orr thi naw boat.--Chiei traders from soine Post :ith their clercks continucd
to gathcr at Simpson drr:ing the sumi"ner' Thi s ptace $las still- the business
:rnd-geographicaf cent€r of the lower 1'''lackenzio. J ' s ' CAMSFI'L was then the

Chiei factor in charge of the v\fiole Mackenzie District. the resident popu-

l-ation on the fsl-c.nd nunbcr about 12 persons in al-l. outside the H.B'C'
b eruicade of fori, there wore only e fel'r scattered 1og huts ocorpicd b6r thc

1,l6tis anci Indians' serrranis of the Bay. At thc North cnd of 'r'trat was calLed
then thc Settlenent ruas the Anglican Mission. A fcw acres of land were
cleared.. (ff ) - fne ilinerant Father DEIGRANGUE ocanpied onc of those 1og
huts during his v:isits in Si:rpson.

In MaTch l-889, he lralkcd fron Liard for the Easler celebrabions
during vrhich he conferrcd one baptism. In June, he ministers at For"b Tfrigley
o.nd li,tcr in i;he suirmerl returr[ng frorn Proridence with ]-hther E. GFOUARD,

. on the stearTler r"fl/ri gf cy;r, Father IIH{EFANCUE busied among }r-is fl-ock. Fbther

LEC@ITE had cor.re frrcrn Liard thene so that the three Missionaries j oined
their efforbs and zeal sr the soul-s of the Indlans in giving reJ-igious ins-
tructions and adtrinistering the Sacrarnents.
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The follovring yea.r, .Fbther GROUARD taevelling aboard the Steanrer,
paid a:rother v.isit to his former flock dui"irg which he confered. baptisn
to a 3G-year old man whom he had instmcted ind narried the previous year.

TT]E TAJ,E}IIM'FATI{ER IECOMTE.
J1-r$i*)e.)i-)lJnsni)it$(J€e(Jeee.'eijiJtet*Flor 

that year 1B!0, the 3z-year old Father LE -
00MTE nas a rsgu:Lar rrisitor on the fsb nd. For 10 years a lfissionaly slnong
the Indians of Nelson a,:rld Liardr he had such a thourough knolrle dge of their
language that they envied his ability and facility in speaking it. The Priest
]n'rew aJ-so the ftrglish language and spoke it so wehl that even the Protes -
tants took pleasrrre i.n attending the Faster and Christnes Mass to Listen to
his serrlons. trhther LECO&iTE has written various nanuscripts in slaq' and in
particular a dictionary rnost valua6id to the other trlissionaries,:i'ihiLe at
Nelson, the Pri-est who had no organ then, sang hymns with Ll.is lgolden voice I
accorpanied hi.rnself on a guitar on feastst days. Socius of Father DEKffiANGIIE
for 10 years, he is called an engel of prayer, a laborious person and a
jovial nran. The popular and apostolic young Priest mrsed the infant Church
of Foft Sinpson during the $rhofe suruner 18l0r except for a few lveeks at lYri-
gley in earl-)' June. Again in 1B9l-, the Mi ssionary whd vl"alked fron Liard
attended to Lris pastoral- duties and baptized a cirlfd on the 27th of Jaruary.
l,{eantriril-e, the ?astor of the Sacr€d Hearb lvii ss'i on returned to his f\rnction
and in June net here vrith Father GROU.IRD and Father ],EC0[4T8, for the spi -
rituaf benefit of. the Catholic population. 

.

A 1rcung Priest froin Fort Prov-idence, Father L. BROCIIU caine also t'o
assist hl-s Oblate col-l-eagues in late Septenber. It is apparent that those
prc]ongedvisits of the ],,fissionaries prepared the establ:ishment of a resi -

dettce on the Isla.nd in a near f\rture. ft was also motivated $r the failing
nea,Ll'n ot rar,ner u"rJ^-u-('u!LJGUE in need. oI assistance. Father I,FXOMTE was a.Lso
i1l- and in need of rest. In spite of a tumor in the hearb region, which
often caused flow of blood, h- watked from Prorr:idence on snotr shoes in Ja-
nuerTr of the following yeat !B)Z to attend to the spiritual needs -of ̂ the
Cathtlics of Simpson. It was his last visit. And his last pastoral firnc-

tion vras the adndnisiration of baptism to the lr-rnonth ofd.Honora CORNEILLE
brother of MODESTE. de returned tL Providence, but unabl-e to receive ttrere
the nedical care needed for his critical condition, he was taken out to

St. Albert. The doctors and Sisters of Charity failed to stamp out the td-

sease that led hin to his death on the l-6th of Septonber at the age of 39
years. Fb.ther DEIGRANGUE savr vrith grcet sbm\lw his socius going and lost
i most efficient co-operutor.. D.rring that srrnmer, he was assisted by- -another
young Pricst, going clbr,'n to bood Hope then, Iat'har H. AUDEMARD. The li'iissio-
nary-he cl lcarnt Slaq,r l'rhile at Pruvidence a few years ear]-ier'

ANOIHER LOSS FOR THE SLAUE AITEA.
)iJeiJei-)eplrQi-)ei)aF)ei.)i-):)ii€1+-.)i)t)H3)iJiJeiJP,n'.

We note in passing that tfte Peiest who
visited Si:rpson and m-i-nistered annng the Indians seldon had the assistan-
ce of Lay Brothers to care for terporal needs. BFothex CARRCUR of Prpviden-
ce acconrpanied Fhther DEI.I?ANGIE j"n the sunnier 1BB7; and fater, Brother
IUark TEBORG\IE fron Liard gave occasional assistance to the itinerant Missj-o-
naries of tr'ort Sirrpson. This #ant of help contributed to aggravate the fai-
ling health of Father DEIGRALIGUE !rho, in 1893, was forced to abandon his
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pastoral drties. Tfienty-tyro yrears of continuous travel- fron Liard t9 I{efson
and_ thence -to sirnpson a:rd i,{ri grey and of occasional dl-re prirrations par"bior-
lar1y painful to his delicate constitution had brought him into a stite of
acute, srfferings. Bishop CLUT, coming up fr"on Good Hope in June; found the
Priest in tire pangs of deatfi, a]-one i-n a ]og hut. Eis l-ast prieitfy drty
was perforned in confercing baptisn to the ll-month o1d pieffe sAUtTE'ux, on
the 9th of thaL month. Bishop CLUT took hris Missionary aboard the stearrer
lryfrig.Ley'r tovva,rds the end of the nronth and both went on to ]-ort Snith and
thence started for tha Hotel-tieu of j,{ontreal. Hovever, Ihther .DIX(ER.ANflIE
had to be confined in Holy Cross Hospital at Calgary. Ilne lG.year oId Oblate
Ittii s si onary offered generousfy the sacrifice of hLs Life to 0od for the sa1-
vation of his beloved Slave Tndians, llas adrnihistered the Sacranent of D{*
trerne-Unction by Bishop C],UT and e4ired on the Bth of October 1893.

C}IRISTIAMSIvI AGAINST PAGAi{ISili.
i3)ei')e1Je{Je,',i-)F)H{-;(J.,ee'!)lJ..)li1its)i')"i*'ntrn 

.r"""" had oassed since the first cathoric
Priest had brought the Catholic Faj-th to Fort Siirpson. Only half of the
vrhole population had eiirbraced it. And nost of those u€le then norcinal Catho-
lj"cs. Surely, the infant Church had Uone through trials and the diseases of
indifference and apostasy from ri'ithin her mearbers and had su"ffered hard-
ship from l,rithout. The firn'nress of la-ith and of religious practices of the
snrall- porbion of her nenbers, under the devoted dlrr: ction of their aposto-
fic pastors, had brorght and led her to the age of yorth.

ItTobacco Christiansrr, as of a]-l agcs races and lands, were not pre-'
pared nor willing to accept the Gospel of Christ and to folfosr Him cmsifiod.
Infidefs vrere sl-ow to forsake potyganyr gdultery and sex:al debauchery for
tho sake of Christian re rriage-. Sbrcei'ite 

*superstitions 
and tlre idea of arr

carbhly happine ss fov the soul- after death uvere so deeply rorcted in their

l-ives that- ihe revealed truth of Chri s bianity had no or litt'lc appeal to

their uncultivated nrinds. It is sigrificant to fearn that Sir Al-exander
LACKENZIE, r^ho crru. .{orLh prior to thL Jlissionaries, vras l-ater 9" ll.nl9l :"i-
ticlf of iheir 'ctho"is of cvan3clizrtion of th: Indians. Hc claimed that

they (the mi-ssionaries) should have be gun their lrork by teacbing them -sone
of ihe useful arts rrhich are the inlets of knorrledge and Lead the ruinds by

degrees to objects of lrighbr contenplation. Tnre, the honomble .elcplor€r,
wh6 uas plbviaed lrith atnmdant rrnnies to discover new worlds and open nevr

fields tb rich lur business; coul-d have made use of his authority to prov-
i rla i,hp leooi rq ttti :rsi onarios lni-th the facilities for teaching sorp of the

useful- artJ] Ii has been the methods of t'he catholic Crrurch, if and 'ffhen

humanly possib -e, to train and enlarge the minds of the Naiives by educa -

tion to unable thern to apprehend better the spiritual tmths of t'he Gospel'

The Residential- school in oparation at Fort, Prorni dence was a li1ring exalryi-e
of her rethods. And soon, fort Sinpson was to becone another field of her

methods and experience in laying the foundations of llhe Kingdoin of christ
on earbh.

CONCIUSIO}X.
t{-)ir,ci+{-)iisJelJ$t

tr'ather DEIffijNGJE, like lrls divine I'laster, has spent and sacri-

fic.ed lds fifc for those he loved. And like at the time of christ, among

those tor whom he q crified his life ancl who listen to his t'eackri'ngs and
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callsr sore believed and were savedr vihj.le ot'hers hardened ttreir hearbs
. and were lost.

Iiistory repeats itsel-f. I?re hl-story of the mlssions of al-1 ages, ,
races and lands has taught thq sane story niriih the early d.ssionaries and
their s:ccessors have learned as obeerwers and actors in the foundation and
the establi.sturent of the Sabred Heart Misgion on this isolated and l€not€
l.sJ_3nd.

. xhrching at slow and stunri.llng pacee the Catholic Church rTil-L now
begin to pace less fa^lterlng, under the splriteral direction of Father
.BROCHU. tn e, the large number of his nolaina"l- Catholic flock vrill falter
for sors: time, but the tn-re iLisciples w'ill- continue to pace tolrards theXr
destirry.
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FORT SIMPSON AREA ]N 1B9IT.
ieetiiJiie3)iJeiii-)en(')'JH3)3)i-)i+i(-x-{r*Jt

ft Is estinated that ther€ were about 135 baptized
Cathor.ics in the Sinpson area, olrt of about JOO Slave Indi-ani, in l89lr: Tbat
nunber represents on].y one-th-ird of those baptized during the first pre\rious
)5 Wals. The other two-third (350 baptized Caih. ) had either died or lri gra-
lred. A $nafl percentage vras of l,[6ti s and white origins. The tstal pppulaii
tion resiiting in the Settlenent m-rmbered,lrO and was forned of 15 ltlhites, 13
Ni6tisl and 12 Indians. J.S. CAMSELI rras chief factor; his son F!ed, fur
trader and C.T. CHRISTIE, accountant. Other enployees at the Bay were I the
BXRENS, McPHXRSON, and H0PE fanrilies. Rev. REEVIS rnras in charge of the An-
glican i\t', ssion. Father BROCHU in charge of the Catholic }Iission, and not
Father ],ECOMTE, as C. CAI\{SE L states erroneous}y in h:is book rrSon of the
Northrt. Faiher LECCMTE had died in Calgary the previous year. - Ttre resid-
ential population hacl encreased, because of the Officers and crert of the
steamer lrilrigleyr ,that v,rintered in the for.b. The"e were also nore bui-L ctings,
a s mall- herd ol cattles, smal-l- field of grain and vegetables and an el-ec-
tr ic l ight planb at. the Bay. ( l -2)

FATI{m BROCHU PEF]jl,A.NEl\nLY RESIDf IiG.
)€*J3g,dlte,L)eSeeei-)ei-)e€(iii(-iiilt|)es3e(-)ii(-)(J,iii

A Montr€aJ-er born in 1B!8, the year oi
the foundetion of the Sacred Heart Mj-ssj-on, Ftsther l€,urent BRoCHU arrived
f r a m  P n n r #  d o n a o  i r  a c d t r June to occupy a l-og house lent by the lfudsonts
Bay. ,lnd he was allored to nrake use of another 1og house as a church. T.hry
were located on the east side of the Bayts quarters, vutrile the Anglican
l,lrssion occupi-ed the vrest side, at ii:s actual site. The Priest had.for 3
years learnt a,n d practiced Slavy under the didection of Fairher LECORRE at '
Providenco. He a:L so had a good lcrowle dge of E:IgIish. - The first resident
Priesf in Sirnpson 'rto bc naifed to the cross there...tt 1n t'ire words of F9*
ther DUCHAUSSOIS.

His fl rst and only baptism in l89lr l'as of the 6-rnonth old Marguerite
LENOIR, who was to becorne the second vdfe of A.l-exis LAFTERTY in 1920. In
S-pte nber, hc blesscd the un:ion of 

-'ffillian 
lrtARSOl,AIS to TSEi(CIIE. Fattier W-

COT of Fort Normg:nkept corpany to Father BROCHU for sore time aJ}d colJerr€ d
two baptisns. lhd Pastor of the Sacr€d Heart Mission spent part of the uin-
ter visiting the Indians in their caEps and at Liard u'ith Father VACHER. .And
hc "role th:t he ir:s greatly consoled for his many fatigues.
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TI-IE FTRST I,fiSS]ON'S BOAT.
-)iJe:-)nci-)i-)3eit,!)(Je9i-){.i9(ii)e:)Hii+ir

1895 brought the l/iissionary other consolations,
I,rhen the first llissionts boat4, the rtst. Alphonse tt, lande d at Sinpson in June
ruith Bishop GROUARD aboard and othei^ Mj-ssionaries. Among thcrn was young fb-
ther trEfiIENe cn rbtte to lort Liard. The arriva-l af t'he f irst lrissi-on' bo,at
was quite an cvent for the Indians partiorlarly. They were anrazcd at t'hat,
because, in their rninds, thc Honorable qorpany al-one couJ-d have the priril-
t:gc of such facilitj.es.

the Pastor rejoiced over the conversion of lvlarie SAUTEUX rrrhom he
bsptizcd on tJ:e l-7th of June at thc age of 2L years. He !:isited inJrigley in
the early sunrner where a number of Indlans fron the nountains had gathered

to receive instmction and the sacranents rrorn the Priest' - And then carne

christnass, the fi_rst to be celebrated on the Island by the Pastor and.his

flock. Father BROCHUT relalring the elent, saici that 1OO persons crowded in

the chu"ch (whi-ch he cal1ed a fac-sinr-iLe of the stabfe of Bethl-ehen) for t'nrc

rLidpight, Mass. Eifty received Holy Corrnmnion. Apong them were th: cli?f San-

ai 
"'o'ri 

;..qrr"s, Pieirot, Gazon etc..' The 1llssiol.ary indicated h'r s intention

then to buifd soon a nen chapel dedicated to the Satred i{eart of Jesus' and'

inore,irorLhy of the house' of God.

1896 broughl: the iltissi onary an assistant in irather f'U' -VfCH$a 
a

;roung Priest wno La cone to Providence the prev-ious year' -A pupi] of- 
-Father

inOcftl itr the Slarry language, Father VACHER was also a handy na{I j-n 
?I1

trti"e".-i" iadtiio.t to irt"i"'pi"totul drties, they irprove- the j-nterior of

ihe house and chapel... and "i,;ent outrr trapping occasibnally to earn parL

of their living.

In earl-y december, the idission was the scene of an inpressive in -

"ia"rrt 
*ilet itt"" lro-yu"" oia t*tt tulAtl'l-BRui'E died sudderrly' The fl.tneral-s T'erc'

f."iJ tfr" follovring day in the pr€sence of George SIBBESTON who remembers

v,rell the event, although he was only 11 years gld then'

RELrING ON TI{E ACTION OF TI]E HOLY SPIRfT.
.}f i(JP,Q(+(tSi(-)i')i-)$F)1Ji-)e(i1J(-)'-)Qe(J$etleiiHC(ieheeF)$$Aeei

Bishop GROUARD dnose residence ruas

a tCh ipe r l . yan ,pa idav i s i t t oh i sM iss iona ry in thes r rnu r re r l 8g? . I so la ted
;; ih"; #r"'tirrougirout the vear, and at the nercv of ihe official of ^the
fr.e.C.; tfie tai s sioiari" 

" 
*ut= in'need of the guida:rce and directives from

the ecclesiasiical autnoJty-fo" to t ttre spi-fofual and' tetqroral. uel-fare of

tle Mission. Father BROGIIU iedtizea rnore th-an ever before' tlat h+s- ry?ple
had acqrlred a very minimun of Christian truths and nprafs' In spite of h-is

I:nowledge of thc slarv il;;;;";';;-"xp"r'f """a 
the difficu"l-ties of teaching

supernatural beliefs tc- tfrJ pil-rnitive rninds and of training them in the

oractice of the conrnan";;t";;J;;craments ' Thus l-ittte progress Fd l:""
iiut 

"i""tn" 
-.t"il.i 

""""e"rization' 
Relyrng nore on the action of the Holy

;;;;; ;; ;;;t"s i'fl;;;; of christ,- thJ sriest nade occasionar- conver-

sions. Ttlus, ooo pu^or," oiJ;"-;";G;; 6ack to the fold in 1B9B' Father GoLIY

had becn ministc ri:irg 
"b'lY;;i";-;;E 

ltorntar' ̂for the past ! years' rcplaced

Ihther vAcHER :s assistani io tf'o p"stor of the Sacied Heart Mission' It

was he nho baptizccl tit" lutn giify Edlrards at the age of three yearst on the
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2nd of J.anuery 1898. And in. Ju1yl F3the r m.OCHU baptized Rose-Alice BmENS
at the age of fO nontbs. Both nere given ttre sacrament of BaptLsrn tunder
condition t since thoy had been baptized before @ the Angri qan Migister' fn
ttre course of the fol-l-orvlng J,'ear, 1lr others reintagrated the Cathol-ic Church
Onc of them rltas Joseph AIIIOINE at the age of 17 years, hy Father BR@HU who
blessed the uni-on of iris father NAI(ffiOl$ to Madeleine the sane day of Ju\y
r6th 1899.

T?re iurn of the century witnessed solp elcibing and other events in
the life of the Missionaries of si:r4:sonq The l(ondike rush urged the Bishop
of t]1e L{ackenzie to tsrel- by winter trail f:oin Providence in the spix1ltual
interesir of the invading white popuJ'ation' rn April-t Bi shop @ouARD arrived

on the Tsfand and l'ras wel-cone by Father VACHEB of lTrigtey who happened to

be alone at the llission. They b;th w'a.lked afong to Fort Liard for a visit t

io the Ione1y Father LEqIEli.

FATHFAIS O|'IN HOUSE BUII,T 
'!NTH 

AN OID BOAT.
Jiiiie*{-)iiHiJitl'rf.)+.)i-)trH{jeeeei;(-x-rt)i-F)eeiJiri-)e*t'')ii9$}i,tl(-XllA.fter 

break-up, the Bisbop drif-

ted doun the Liard River in a traot built by trbther VACHER and loaded witl:

r.ough lunbers for a nelw mission at Fort lYrigley. He conferred baptisn !o
pieire yorrin at ],E_t1ae and f'orn Sinpson proceeded for a tisit to the nrkon

It rvas ihe last visit of Ri shop GROLIARD bn the rsk'nd, during. vdrLch he con-

ferred vrith the Pasr\)l' and hid assi siarrt in the interest of tle Misgion.

Father BRocHU had foreseen for sonetirne a:r event that took place in

the fa of fiat year 1!00. For reason that I hav. e b€en unabJe to ascerbain'

the nanager of the H.B.c. instmcted the trbther to evasuate ttre house hither-

t; pG;;a at his iLispos.i. e"a ne was giv'en thr€e l,reeks to ftud another shel--

Gri Refating the sa-d news, trb.ther BROCHU lrrote: n1 found l4yself in a very

sad situation and wlrlch I iad feared for son,u ti$e. I was given the,vude orr-

der to evacuate the house within 3 weeks and evsn reflrsed a piece of lunber

to nake a shelter. Happi1y th-t I had sone boards from a boat lefl to ne by

the miners. thus I have t 
"tt 

Sftu to put the floor and roof of the snaJJ-

Lit"ttn,, l an norr occ"pying' The Bayrs'natrator is an honest nan in ttre nain '

tll"i"ml, ;;;;;"ti:-ii-{fie peopt-""of sirpEonr.captain-lrllls in particular5

had not compelled. tr:-rn, he--*roii.a' have not 
"igt't;,a ,t'he order of e;plJ- sion. rt (1]

Thenceforth, the l-issionary wcfconres his people in hr-Ls own.housc
built with his'oun hands. He was alone again, since Father COUY had been
transfered to Hay River. In early l-9O1, Faihi:r LEG1IEII rra.lke d from liard'',o
visit his confreie for one w€ek." Later- j-n.igarch, Ihther BROCHU travelled

to Liard for a fevr-week stay a:nd to rEpl-ace Father LEGI'EN $ho,wanted to 1,-i-

sit his neighbor:r:i ng mission of Fort Nolson.

LITIIE PRORESS IN TI{E SVANGELIZATION.
?3){+,9$i)l-)fti-)(-x-its)f-)i-)liii(ii,'di-)3|;e:)(-;e i*)i-)e eiJeii(Jt)oi??

Meanwhile f,tre Pastor of the Sacred
Hclrrt lrtission abserved 1itt1e progress in the evange-!:izatiol of -ni,q f]gck'

It is perhaps timely to nentioro that the Anelican church had had ror tne
past l+5 ycars a resident Uinister. Rev. VfoD. RXEVE rep1aced Rev. W-.W. trIffi3:f

in f869.- Uter a period of ten year, Rev. 1[o S]entlove 'took his place'
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Tn the meantj-nF, Rev. lT.C. Bol,,trAS had cpme Norbh, and nade Bisliop of the
ivlackenzie River with residenoe at Fort Sinpson. In lBBt, the Anglican lliis-
sion Bas headed 1ry Rev. lrr.G. CARTO}I. The tlrst day School_ was opened on the
fsl-and a few ;'ears earlier by iui-ss l]llHiSff nf, GHT under the auspices of the An-
glican authorit:ires. UndoubtedLy, the l-atter were working under fav ourable
condltions in the Settl-erneni:, drawing considarable influence in their favour.
0n the other hand, the Cathofic lUissi onary had no permanent residence for
)i years, and during that period he made onl-y seasonal visits among a por-
tion o.f his Jl-ock. Even when Father BROCHU t,ook up residence in 1B9l+, the
house in vrtli ch he lirred vras not tds ovrn, but belonged to the unfreindly,
although courbeous Hudson t s Bay Coupany. The shelter he built vrith his orm
hand in 1900 was rather a hovel- thEln a Priestls residence v,Itdch contrasted
misarably n:ith the fjne and large Angllcan l,{ansion and Church sitting only
a few yards avray. Thus, hunanly speaking, it appears that the Sacred Heart
Liissi on hrad been and. vras yet then seniously handi cappe d: a factor partly
rcsponsible for the little progress im.de W the Priest in the evangel-i9a'
lrion of the In*ians.

Howeve r, a.n.,/ Iollourer of' Christ and apostle of the Christian faith
knows that prayer and a life of self-sacrifice in the serrrice of the l,{aster
are powerful rneans which people of good rffi11 do not long resist. Soz Father
BR0CHU lraking use of those 6orces, succeeded gradral-ly in bringing back to
the fold a number of sinners. But others hardened their hearts and refused
to veild to the cafl of thcir lViast,er and Pastor.

For 9 ycars, lrhc Oblate Fathe r spent and overspent' hirnsel-f for. the

lovc of $hem. bozens of hds Catholics had died of ypideries i,' ' thc Last
years. 1'forking in such ordeal-s, hc ]'r&s Y,rearing hiriself out, at the age of

!3 y"*".. 6vJntua11y, nishop dROIARD transferred Father BRoCHU to Hay Rlver

The fast official- function oi the Pastor of the Sacred Heart, on^June.28th
i903, o"r. the adrinistration of thc Sacrarnent of Baptism to the B-month old

Cccil-ia LA,ZO 1'rho was to bebome thc ltlot'hcr of Corinne, Therese and Maric-Rose
BONNEIROUGE. 1tr'ro ycars fater, the health of Fether BROCIIU broke down and
forcecl him to leturn to his natj.ve province of .Jucbcc. the first resisident

Pastor of this trlissi on is stil] renembcrcd by the old gencratlon of the
pcople of Sirpson, who have his name alnd memory in veneratlon'

FATHER VACHXR,, IUACK-OF-A]I#TRADEII.
).,.,e.*-'ee?c*ieee.)este+i9i-)aeF:Js)3)€(-*.;++.,91J('Thc 

nevv Pastor ofthe Mission was trb't'h'r

P.l,l. VACHIR. As vre introduce him. we notc that the Missionls Boat (St' Al-

nhonsc ) csrnc to Simpson with thc most usscntial supplics for the Miesionary'

in .,aditi ott, ttre priest raised a snnJ-I gerden pruvi ding somc vegetab-Les'

.lrra to 
"orpiote 

his menu, he sn3red Tabbits arid hunte d vdl-d fo1,v].s. lloreover

Father VaCiffi cumrl-ated ihe fl.1nctions of housc mai d, cook and iack-of-a'Ll-
ir"J" i" arid around lhc house, since no- Obfate Brother was available -then'
ii,o r" ttrring lna prtctice of ihe Slal'e l enguqge $ras one of his n'ain duty'

ThcnewPas to rNhou rasask i l - l ca rpen te r t oo t< t i neo f f t ocomp le te t ' hehouse
built by Father BROCHU and the 1og house that serwed as a church' lihen the

.new 
BISHOP G. BRSTNAT '.J" r,i-" iiist visit to ttre sacred HeaJrb Missionr he

said of both the frou"u ano 
"fttts"itr 

rtTrue, ilhe lvast€ r of a'll- things and his

i,riisioirary are satisfict tiirliiiir"-ior' trr" ro,r" ot 
"oo1r.'t 

(1 I )
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Shortly after hl-s apoirtment, Fathe r VACHER went to Providence to
attend a neetl-ng of the regional- trtissionaries called by Bishop BREYIiAT,
liletl-ioCs of evangelization were discussed in the li ght of the changing con-
Citions in wtrich both the n4issionaries anrl their people lived. Di-rectives
lvere discussed and adopted for both the spiritual, social and naterial wel-
fare of the people confided to the pastoral care of the Obl-ate Missionaries.

. Towards the rniddle of August of that year 1903, Bishop BREYMT fo1-
lorre d down tr'ather VACEEF., and r'rhen they arrived at Sinpsonr the l!-day o1d
Creorge IIIODESTE avraite d for Baptisn r,,rhl-ich was conferYed on the 16th.

Shortly after, Bishop BREYNAT, Fathers VACHER and LEffJEN, and Bro-
ther llarc IBORGNE sailed to Fort liard. Thay tracked up,inost of ttle way.
The young Bishop lTrote afterwards I rton€ nust have passed'through it to have
an idea of the difficulties to overcome.rr

IIIATERTNG THE C'OOD SEEDS.
):-;.-i;;.'iilir'--lirl,-;i-;-).r:i:ir;i;.-j'rii)i-)r

Fathe r VACHER lras then 3,1+ years old and in charge
of the Simpson a.nd {frigl-ey Liissions. tfe have little tListorical docuxFnts
:"eIating his rnissionary actiuities a-nong lhe people of Sinpson during the
8 woens ol h;s tead-rshin nf J-.ha Sen1'ed lreal-|, lyi SSiOn. 'fe knOw though thab

he continuecl to center his instructions on the basic tnlrhs of Cl-ristiarity
such as the existence of Codr thc' sou1, lleavcn for the good and hell for the
wicked. A farge number of chidr€n needed to be taught the nain prayers and
the cormanrinents, and inspircd r:rith the l-ove for Lhe good and horror for sln.
The adrlt portion of his fl-ocli had a persisten+" and confused notlon of a
conti-nued irmndane fife instead of the. spirltual inrnorbal-ity. OnJ.y a few of
thern had grasped the tn-re neaning of the Sacranents a-r d therilr effects on
the soul_s. They lirere thosc lvho gave the Priest some spiritual consolations.
Occasionally tbo, Father VACHER brought back a l-ost sheep. In the course of
that period, !0 Baptisrns were conferred to children and adul-ts. - lleaflr&ile
the young trhther ANDURAN! had become hls sociuse and in f9ll took charge
alonL of the slorvfy gro$ing ehurch of Fort Sinpson. 1t may bc said of Fatber
VACI{ER that he wltered. the good seeds that othcrs have harvested when the
,;ilster of the -Ficld dcigncd to nl"kc it grolv and ripen.

A PIECE OF I,AM GRAI.XIED BY THE GO,1rERM,IIENT.
-)'r)iie$(Je(-)He(i3,1,"riee,(-){,)e€irF)iJHe€$iieeiJeiii)(-)$eeO€i-ilJi

V|Ihen th€ Missionary left for Fort

l{elson, he c oul-d al-ready v-isual-izc tho natcrial improvement that was about
*.n ho i ni ti n l-.erl hv hi s successor at the ltission. Glancing at the fut'ure,
tlr Priest forcsaw the spir:iiual bencfits that lvere soon to result fron the

mpending indcpendance of the Pastor of souls in the discharge of his priL's-

tfy workl The fosit of the Fe de ral ifi*ri-ster responsib -e for tire Gove rnment

ur]"d th" pcople of the North re,de in l-9to began to produce rosu1ts.. Tlre,. IIon-

orabte Fiank OLIVm, r,'rho had been the gucst of Bishop 3Rffi]\IAT and the ltissio-

rnries along the L{ackenzj-c Rivcr, and who had taken adrr-ices froni then, vras

a lmn of viJion and dc tc rrninati on ' rbvolrat'Iy impressed by the rrork accorr-

plished by the Catholic Mlssions, he deerned it fair to give them some corpen-

sation i[ granting Eiisbop BREYNAT a purtion of fancl in errery post Trhere thcy

occuoic d a I'lission.
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@l'lSTmICTfON 0I' A NglT RRSIDEIICE.
-)$Q(.)(ilji-)iip,it{-)iJiteet)eeije{i€el-)(Jeei*reF)et

. In those years, J rrunber of frce fur trcdcrs
rrad cone ro open new stores. 0r this rsland, LAl,lsoN had just starbed the f\rr
trade business.. New and bctter transportation faciliLloi were provided by
the Bay since lpOB, vihen the ,rMackenzle Riverrr replaced the smail- rryrlrigley n.
Bishop BRIYltrAT had transferrcd tha center of his adnriuistration fr"om chioe-
lryan to Forb Prorridence, casins the exchange of correspondance and scrrices.
L{ore i'fissionaries rvere ni:.dc ovailable for the j,,ti ssions of the Mackenzie.-
Ara fndian Agency 14l3.s estabtished on the Is&and in that year 1911. Surely,
sirpson, hitherto thc center of ad:ninistration and busi-ness of the lhdson !s
B:y Cornpany, was on thc eve of impcnding dcvelopnents, both naterial and
spitituall hcn Father VACHffi, receivcd instmction to go to Hay-River. At
that tine the Pr:i-est was .vrro rking at the construction of a new residencc, to
k.'eF pacc vri th future needs of the. pastor and his fl-ock. It nust have been
ruith rcgrct that hc ]cft hj-s Lxsk unfinished. Father ANDURAIID, lais assis -
L:nL for thc pest 3 yrirs and his pupil as wu1l in thc stuft of the Slav.,
language, hcritcd of ttr-is unfinishcd task in thal, sununer 1911. The new Pas-
tor had bcen a Mj- ssiorary at Fort NorrTn n for 7 years since colrdng Norbh
from hrig native tr?ancc in l-902. lie lyas a short but stout rnan and c person
andovred u'ith ruirch 1bility. - ttec J5 ycar-old Priest inaugurate d his nciv
fuhctions by thc blcssing of the union of Georg€ SIBBESTON to Henriette
LAIFmTY on the l0th of September of that year 1911.

UNLUfiff FTRST BRO?HM,.
ieF),L)elJ?J3$i.)p,eei-)eHF)€ gerx

B/ that tine, Brother lerrj-en IGnAUrRET, ?rho had come
]lro:r c-ort Good Hope aboard the i,D-ssion Boat (St. ]/rarie ) had taken up res-
idence with trbther ANDURAI,ID. One of Lris first task was to continue the cors-
tnrcti.on of the new llission started by Father VACHffi, a,rrd to make it habita*
ble for the winter. 'f'lne 29-year old Brother, v'rhil-e wo"king on scaffoldings
tov'rards the end of Auglst, fel,f dovrn and broke his two tryrists. trbther BE-
ZANNIm of Fort llelson, who was rcplacing Fathor AI,ltURAl'lD drrtng a visit
to Prorridence, 'vras in the house rrrriting l-etters. 1fhen he heard the lbang I
he rushed to rescue the wounded Brother and brought lrin to the Anglican
l,{ission fo'r rnedical assistance. The Rev. LLICAS applled hot water on the
s1'!€lled wrists of the ackri-ng Missionary, v,rho learnt l-ate r on that he shoid.d
have been treated u-ith cold',rater'. Fbrtunatly, the t'l{ackenzie Riverrr ar -
rived at Sinpson the sane even:ing and took Erother I{ERAUTRIT to Fort Prov-
idenco for proper nursing. In early October, the Brother returned to Si-'ttp-
son aboard the barge of Napolen LAFIERTr and George SIBBESToN conlng back
from fishing.

The oxen of ]vlr. CARD were responsibl-e for the accident r.,lti ch crip-
pled the Brother for alnosll tffo years, Drring the night, they had cone near
the house under constluction, and halassed by mosquitoes they robbed their
back agains b one of the poles that hel-d up the scaffolding. The platfornr
had been Cisjoined r,eith no appareni showing and when Brother Kffi,AUTFXT
steppcl on it, it fell apart, and vrenb dov,m irrith him. 0f course, it lvas no
fault of IIr. CARD who, although a fortner ninisb r and a free-nnson: !\ras
in freindly te rms i'nth the Cathofic liis sion; as lte shall say later.



-  a t  _

FRIENOLY NI|ATIONS.
*iF)iii-)irt.)itepl j#eeei+r,tei

In the corrse of the fa1l, a fire caught on the Island
that ttrreatened to brrn the saw-milI of the Indian Agent. Father ANDURAND
and Brother KIR{UTRET spent several- night vr4ching and stopp0ng the il-anes
that oonsunie d the brushes near the saw-lrifl and thus saved it fron destruc-
tion. L[r. CARD had been so gratef\:1 to the llissi onarj-e s that lrhen the tfuIe
had cone to haul thc 300 logs ready for sarrring, he lent thern his oxen and
placed h:is salr'-ni11 at their disposal. - .Another raason for thc friendlJr
rel-ations behreen thc Aga.nt and the Catholi c Xfission rra,s the courtesy paid
by the latter to IIr. CARD ancl his l"ife and lris doughter when they arri-ved
rt Si:npson carficr in Lhc sumrncr. They had mshed off the boat to look over

lhcir ncr,r posU and qr arters, but overloolccd thc tino for dinler. Since they
l,rere not iil,-ited by thc Anglican liission r,rhi ch they uisitedr X{r. CARD and
his fariily walked back to the boat. But there, the cook de clj"ned to serve
dinncr becauso of the l-atc hour. vexed by thc treatments recerived at both
placcs, lvir. cAPo retutned on thc fsland 1\'hcre he n'Et Fathe r ANDURAND and

Srother IGRAUTAST. By courircsy, thc Priest offered them a dirmer vrhich T]as
gtad].y accepicd, and servecl by the Brothe r inmcdiatly. Then the Agent rel-

ited the calholic Liissionarics thc siory I have just tol-d.

FTRST PROJECT OF A HOSPTTAL ON THE IS],AND.
Je(-)ir,!)$:)ii€iii)lit-)$1-)?;-)i){-):igAei-)i-)i"}F)i-)e€neeiJei-*)eoHi-iei

fn the course of their conversa-

tions, 1,I1|. caSD expressed the desire thrat the catholic llission build a Hos-

pital on tho Island. Loter on Father ANUJRAND repted his vaish 
lt,"rytl:l"SnEniAf I'rho met the Agent tho fo11ovrl:rg sumner for discussion or the pro -

p"r"l-U". CARD lrrotc-to hid Department recornaending the proposal and ex -

ifni":."j ihc need of such an institution for the welfare of the In*ians'

fn November oi that ycar 1!lle Brother KERAUTRET went ruith his

bruised hands to cut logs 'vriin ;os. vlrr'n16gyg, the l2-year old son of Jos-

eph, scnior. Towards thJ end of lrhc winter, they had cut a1l- the logs neces-

sary for thc construction of the proposed nelT 
"ntspttal' 

- IdeanYlrile ' the tvro

id-ssionaries hacl na de . tdp Uy digs'to Providence, vrhere the Brother wcs

call-ed to pronounce his pc4etual- voltm '

In the surmer 19f3, Brother KEni'UTRET was asked by tris Bishop to

trclp tatcing donrn to I'r"ti"'n"A niver a scort of supp1.ie s ' Thus ebded his

stav at thc Sacrcd ireart' irrission. And hc was the iirst Oblate Lay Brother

to ieside at Forb SinrPson.

Brother KEnAUTRflI novr in his l6t'h yeat of cge is yct a helpful ner'

ber of the St. Joseph Ltission at Fort Resolution, whel€ he.slgn! 4l y-ears

of his ffissionary life. During thc 12 other years hc worked at Good Hqpe'

si*G;;;tAat-trt. A1tit""ch-]'1f years have.passed since he l-eft t'hls totrn'

hc renrcrnbers wel-l thc order"generltion ar:d i! inte'este'd in the deve loprFnt

of.thj-s llission ano settAetit. In closi:ng his letter re]'ating some of -the
cvcnts of his years 

"t 
sjrry;;;; g:rottar funurnar asks to bc renembered in

our prayors.
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SIIRVEY OF THE l'll]IOLE ISLA},D.
){ti-)€eii(-)rr-;Jit(J:Je(-)eeeSeiJe$i-)i)iJiJi

Obher events occured in the sanre srimner 1p11,
tllat v{E€to bear considerable inff-uence on the peool-e and l-i fe of Fort Si:n-
pson. A detachnent of ROYAL CAI{ADIAN MOU}fIED pOLICI rras established in the
Set-tl-en'ent u'ith jurisdiction over the surroundir€ district. - At the sane
time, a Federaf Governinent party of len initiated the gur'vey of the whole
Tsland and div-ided the land into lots for the use of the occupants and pros-
pective settlers. i,tren Bishop BREYIIAI concluded an agreemenb wi'r,h the Fed-
eral Goverr:nent for the constmction and operation of a Hospital at Siimpson,
the assurance was giren thst porbions of the sutareyed land rvould be allottd
to the Sacred Iletr t trfission. Because tle Hudsonls Bay Conpany delayed to
ansffer a request to concede a piece of their land to thb lfission for its
use, Blshop BnE"JMT obtained from the Federal- Govem.Tent for that purpose
60 acres of.land coverecl lry lots 191 21 and 23..Ttre Hudsonts Bay Co. kept
the land covered by lot ! totalling up 95 acres. the fnctian Agency recei-ved
70 acres vlrlch vras resenred ib r ihe use of fnd:iansr rvlLile the trrglican iuiis-
sion $ras allotted lots 6, 75 B and 15 covering an ar€a of some 43 acres.
rho 7lemai njho 2(o enr.os of iana on the I sland belonged to the Crovrn. (16)

Under the sarne agreenent rnade by the Goverrurent with the Misiion,
the l-atter rras to buitd and ol,n the I{ospital-, whil-e the forrlrer prorni-sed to
pay a capital gmnt of $ l-r 5OO and a per-day'grant of $ 1.oo perppatient.

PREHIRATORY IrORI( FOR THE CONSTRUCTIOI\I 0F TI{E HOSPITAL.
'tH(-.)eF)rii-){J,{t.90i-ree(J$F)i-i:teeci-xilt€i)s(J9e€(-x'-)?iii-)3x-)$it9(+ee$lic$l-JP;r*re

As soon as the P1:ln'lary
plans were na de for irhe new establishre nt, the. Superiot' of the lfissiont- Fa-

trrer .n NDI,F.AIID, began the preparatory work f or the constluctj.on. Brother
IGRAUTRXT lsd- sta;ted cutting bnrshl <i and trees on the proposed siteJ in the

ryring 1g13. Falher 1,[OISA]I camc frorn Forb prnvidence to assist the superlor

in lottr the 1a storal- and material vrork of the Mt-lssion.

In the ] .a te f t s l l gB ishopBREy} IAT l r ' ] r ohadcon fe r redw i th tbeGover r r -
ment in Ottawa, secured 

"aattionat 
land for raising cattlese hans- and- the

necessary produces to supply ihe Hospital- and the Mj-ssion. thust lot l-2 uas

purchaseh for tne sitc of- tlre nev; 1fnlsion3 lot 17 for the Hospital-, a'd lots

iB, zo, 22 for ft, rming purpose and f\t"ture needs' In the course of a visit

nei" ty Bishop BRnrMi 
"t 

-sinpsott 
in January 19ILr. it it9: 3ql9:d 

ih:! 
:h"

Fatherrs residcnce. bul1t by rutrcr vACHIR elld Brother KERAUTRET wouLd be nil

rnove d. fron the Bayrs tand to l-ot 12, ii:s actual site'

the sar,t-mil-l ovme d by the Tndian Agency was then a eonsiderable boom
to Fort Simpson. It suppJ:ie cl the R.C.M.P. uj-th l-umbers for their qrarterst
the R.C. l.llisi on vrith lumbers for a residencer a shop, a rrarrehouse and the
rlospital, besictes that requrred by the expending fndian Agenq.. A farm ins-

.pector, Mr. voll DIn OsTgi{ came in that suuaer to take up his dutl-es.4s.&S-
ilst tr! of the nevi Agent, l{r. T.lIf. HARRIS. At the same ti:ne, a new trading
store was opened on iot i3 Uy LAMSON Co., if n5r inforrration is correct. frre

Ifissionts statf vdttr hired ]-Lbor speed.ed'up the cfearing and ploughi-ng of

fand. And in co-operation vrith the {gency, they ant and lade negr roads on

the Island ancl acrrcss the charurel- in rrielr of haullng I'rood and hay'



It was j-n the nidsi, of those actirrities that Baptiste GAZON r€s
coi'ferrcd the Sacranent of Baptism ai the age of 3 morrths bf Fat'her MOISAN
on the 2l-th of July,l Xarl-ier in the I'ear, Father ANDURAM had received into
the Church the hO-year old John DENErUA lvho would not resist any longer lrhe

cal-1 of Godts grace. The tlto Oblate l,tissionaries, f113d with ths 2ea"l .of
souls q>ent anl overspent themselves both in and around Sinpson ano. r{rig1ey,
i,rhere t-hey succeeded. in bringing back to their duties or into the church a

ru-!fier of adults. or:I Jul-y l8th f 915, it rias the turn of J0UIN to receive

llhe sacrament of Baptism at the age of 35 years.

COIISTRUCTIOi,I AilA OPENT ITG OF THE fiIFST HOSPITAL.
is(i,ee(+e(Jeots)iJi-)1-)ei-)!)siii+i-)3)€('(j'r(-)i-)e:jeer) l)l.-)t-):iij(its)t-*t**-*"t*""rrouni1e 

the constm.ction

of the Hospital had started at the east oorner of lol 17, exactly. vrrhere

"ir"a, 
y.ut'the fateful- barn-stabfe, _and it vras -wefl under naf in ihe spring

19f6. rLe building neasure.i )-10 r by-60r rrith a full baserent, 2 floors and

an attic. It rvas i frane constmciion withaa FYench-sty1e roof' I{r' OUT'LET'

tsrothors LOUIS and IIS,EC had busied r€le ntle s s1y to complete tfre l9$V 9f 
tiie

buildi.ng before August. Tet, it was not rea dy. fitrr occupanoy when- th:^l:ur

CREY NUNS of Charity arriveit aboard the trNorthern Traderrr, on Julr 20th-of

ih,ut 
"l**o"t 

L9J5, fo ta.ke charge of the new Hospiial' They r,l€rc Sister CrI-

aouml, srperior, Sisters BOUIISIER, LATRm'{OUIL]'E and MARIE the latter a

i'tati.r"'from Fort Good ilope. fne foundresses and their 6 patients were giren

;-i;'p";;t reflrge at t#-r.il"'" resiae"ce sittins. v"l :: i!"-:fqillt-"i*
rear the Pay. Tlrey o""rpito-iit" main faoor-, r'irifc iho Fathers mobed to the

second, *a tnu Biotheri took shelter in the attic'

In the fol-Iowing',veeks, the Sisters vreint to work arrang'ing the ncons

appurU*iJs and beds in'tito uo!,frital. The blcssins vras nade on the 30th'

a:r d the Sisters toof. po"s"usiott'-of t5ei,r new institut:iLon on tho Jth of. Sep

tember, beginrring then on this Tsland their corpor€l and spiritual works oi

,"""y.'Th"-HospiIal rms io serve a1l_ the people of lrhc loYler i"lackenaie to

the Arctj.c Occan. ft ','ras dedicated to St' l'targaret in nenory of the for:::-

drcss o.f the Grey I'nrnsr XARGARET D TYOUITLLE' Ii r'ras the fi'nest as rrel]. as

thc b:ighcst bLLilding i" tf." I'fo"ift' The ercction of such a Hospital in such

a place in tlnbse oays *.s"J,.t"if t1-"9t of. rcligiols rashness accomplishod

by Bishop BREYMT ona nia perso"t'net' O"? t'!t tuid" thu diary of the l'[ission

n:.lJ ffo 
"p'it"f 

of thosc yn""'" i" anazcd at thc diffiorlties in the oonstnrc-

tion and operation of tfie nerr institutionu Thc trfiissi onarie s lvere insplred

,riiil ,'-"t"itg- raitrt ata'giii"a tatrt an erient love of CIod and neighboure

carrying on thier daily tesk and labour'

T}G MISSIOI'J GETTfNG ORGAM ZED.
-)liH3)eiJ{*-)(i,!)eeoe{-)'d;^,L)i-)(-;(i(,a?+;ii€:)riel.;i

A ncrv ccnctcry had been sct asidc ncar thc
gospital. The first pcrson to be buried in lras a Bli-yed old lady from ltb-
hanni, named NAI'JCY and vr-idow of the l-atc lglack Nahardri t othem-ise ciJled
Pierre TUET. It uras on July 28th of that year I9a6. A road vras cut and
rade to reach the place. Rev. Fb,ther F.X. DUCOT, the 6\-year old Obl-ate
I'.'tiss$onary of !'ort I'lornan Tiho had rctired, rlas the fifth person to be buried
in the nelv ccnretery. The Pnicst res in ill health a.nd died ulexpectedJy on
thc 15th of Augus t' rt the :,lission.
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We noted ear].ler that trbther IiIOfSAN was assistant to Father ANDU*
. RAND since 1913. The yourog Priest was sn ea,g€r worker in both the matenial
and spiritual fields of the }Lission. IUaster in the use of the Slave lan -
guage with B years of e4perJ_ence among the fndlans he showe d. a particular
zeal in teaching religious instruction to the chil_dren and. to ttrose who
came il contact with h-irn. He often replaced the busy Superio" in answering
the sick cafls and administerlng the Sacrarnentsr Every iurmer he went to
Fort 'Vrigley to minister to the spirihral- needs of the srell Oatholic popu-
lation.

fn the meantirn, the persol'mel hurried the conslmction of a stabfe
and temporary poultry shelter. Iences fDT parking cattles and hens lrele nade
',thlle Brothers tr{arc LEtsORGIIE and Louis BAUDIT had gone fishlng to the Big-
fsland. They returned ln earl-y October vai-th 121000 flshes.

On October 23th, i,'ir. HAFRIS and his fardly took refuge at the llisr
sion, following the destnrction of their horrse by fire. - One of ttre Gov-
ernment empl-oyees, the 32-year o]d Lr!r. W. JOHNNSON asked then to beconre a
cetholic and r\.as instructed by Father Al\lDIJlAllD, who conferred on him the
conditional Sacrarnent, of Baptism.

OPENI NG OF THE St. IIARGARET I S SCHOOL.
ti+{J(ieQH:)i.ieee$eiie(JlJ€Fx-)i)9i-)€i-):)e3{-)f in(jef)elii

The year f9l7 opened with the blessing
of the Stations of the Cxoss in the Missionts chapel, that waS yet at its
original site. - The year v,ras marked by t'tre opening of the Sb. Margaret ls

School. The buj.lcting erccted near the road aside of the Hospital- was of
frame construction, measrring 30t by 221 witt, a seating capacity of 22 pup-
i1s. 'Ihe one-classroom was heated by a central stove and furnished wlth 2
sole bcnches, serv-ing as desks to thc pupils who sat on low scats rnade W
the teacher, Sister MeG{IIRK. The opening took place in September wit}t l-}
pupils in attendance.

The Angl-i can Day School that had been closed in 1913 reopened the
fol-low:ing year. A Gorrernrnent report staiies that the averEge attendancc
then lv"as 12 and l.t for the respectivc monlrhs of Septernber and l)ecember'
Twenty-six pupiJ-s however had bcen registered.

1ITE IN SIMPSON ]N 1917.
-F)iieei:'{-)i,desFF)ed(jeiHi)iJeo'rlA 

Doctor, by the name of McD0MLDI cane to sirpson
occasionnaly to give roedicat attcntion to the patlents of ihe Hospital_ and
of the surrouncting disirict.- The fndian Agency was busy with farnring and
sarr-mi-l-l actiuitics. - The Angli can Mrission was also an active center. -
The Hudsonls Ba)' Company had on the fsland an fnspector in char8e of the
neighbouring posts.- Ths R.C.M.P. patrolled a large area from their center
in tho Settlcrnent. - ThiB tovr.n had become an important place along the ftFc-
kcnzi-e River. So much so, that lvhen thc Government Official_s sought a place
for the trial of the mrrderers of Fb,thers IERC X and ROUIIIREe Fort Sirpson
lvas suggested as the nornaf location for the judicial event. However, for
sonie o bher roason, it ',,ook place ct Fbrt Srlith.
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Julv Bth of that vear LSLT ur:ill be remembered because of the coraing
of lr col'rs and 12 h"ns to occupy their hones on the Island and prorride the
personnel of the x,li ssion and Hospital- with the long desirred mitk and eggs.
OJIIy enough, Lhe Reverend ljother Generaf of the Grey I'lu-lls came at the sare
tine to visit her spiritual daughters: an event of great monentum for the
new institution. Sisters DOSITEE and DAVY had come too and replaced Sister
I,,A,TRA,{OIJ"II,LE who had been call-ed back to !'ort Providence. - BJr that tine
too, Pjerr€ SAU?EUT and Cecil-ia vrere narried by Father ANIURAND, on Aug. 2.

It sould be not,ed here that the lathers a:rd Erothers occupied then
a t€nporary hous e buj.lt in front of the liospital and which turned to be a
shop later on, until this day. Then afao the Hospital Chapel on llhe second
floor serwed as a church for the Sunday L{ass and other rcligious cerernbnies
wldfe the old church aear the Bay lYas used as a shop.

fn the corrse of hls annual rrisit, Bishop Bn-Ey]\IAT administered the
sacrai7lent bf Conli rnation to 7 persons, including l'tr. [r. JOHNSON. - His
Lordship nlade a daring expedition 1ro Li-ard in tr-is gaz-boat cal-l-ed- rrBrmer'r

and pilited by Brother fn-tut. rfrey returned on the 26!h of Julyr.havlng been

tne first t,o rnvigate by gaz-boai up the Liard River' The following year'

the Hudsonls Bay 6o. tuifl tne rra1z-rd Riverrr and initiated their tra'nspon-

tation from that dlrcction.

T]]E FIRST OF THREE TO IJWADE TIIE NORTH.
JiliiitF)(J(-)siJeee33{++t€3)$epl-hi{r;je3)P;'F)e$eeeei-x'F)irt 

may be sa-id that the year 1!lB

was narked by the birth of Patrice 1[ILENEUyE... and the arriva]- at lrhe
l,,lls sion of Brother Henry LATREILLE (calIed Brother HENRf,) to shouJ-der in
the lrork of ilrothc rs l,iARC, LC{JIS and GUECTAN. Fother I{ENRY was the first of
the L\TRmlLEs, a] irhough the youngest to irvade the North. The tal1, slo:t
and powerful young Ban irom Cot€au Junction Qu., was 20 years ol-d and r,'rent
to work '.'rith the feeli:rg of doing nore day aftcr day.

In the fal1, Father G0III came from Prsuidence to preach the arirual-
retreat to the Oblates and Grey i$rns and propabl-y to get acquainted witl:
the direction and administration of thc Sacr"ed Heart Mission. In fact, on
th€ Ist of July l-9I9, the lO-yr.ar o1d Priest took charge, repl-acing trb'ther
AIIDURAND at thl hcad-of the Mission. The latter went to Providence and af-

tc rwards to his naiive F?ance where hl: died in 19lr8 at the age of 72 yeiirs.

Fathcr GO{Jy night have been caJ-Ie d a roving Missiorrary, hav:Lng pre-

rriously ni,niste red at I'ort Nornan, ,irrigley, Liardr Nelsonr-. Itovidencer -lJa'X
River ind Fort Sr.rith, plus one yeir at Sinpson 'nder the direction of Father

BROCI{U. A darj-ng rnan with a strong personaljif, the lr'4issiona:y pressed the

-rgani.zation of-tho Mission acttvities in aL SirtOs. Father MOISAN conti-

,Irrna to assist the Supcrior and acted as bursar for both institutions 3 the

litis si on and thc HoqDitaL.

. Ttlc PlEtor rietching jPalously over t'he noral-ity thth:ght necessary
.in Febnrary a?20 Lo inform a nuribor of LaiLies they woul-d enter the ctlur'ch

only acconpanied by thei-r husbancls. The mlc: rras passed on &ooount of eomc

iinmord- disordr:rs in the Setdlc$-.,nt. l
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IT]E WORK OF OU? IEVOTED BROT}IERS.
iiiiin;i-)iJeiti-)er-i-)(-){it)eeiri-)tJF)(-.,";J,e,!,oF)F)i+esr

_--^^- ^-.r .:* !r^-! 4^ri Brother louis BEAUDET was in charse of the
gcr-r'uc n anu an tna! rar-L haffested lobags of turnlps and !B of carrdts.
Brother IIENRY waB a fac-totum. One day he is busy- fixing the baserent of
the shop, another day he is building a fence around the chieken coop; other'Jays he cut the green lields, then the oats a.nd the barley; digs 6ut the
potaioes and hauls hay frorn across the channel; 3 oxen, ! cows, !O hens and
6 dogs nedd to be fed. - Ba.other X4arc LEBORGNE went filhing w:i-ih ffr. JOHTF
SON to I tIl-e-en-f rair.

In October, an epi derii-c of jaundice and',.*rooping caugh stfoke the
popula bion causi-ng several deaths. Al-1 fatlilies ner.e affected. Then lhther
GOUY cafled for pubJ-ic prayers to obtain pl€tection from God, and on the
2l+th all children of the tom, includi.ng the sick, were brought into the
Hospital chapel in the afternoon, for their consecration to the Sacred Heart
of Jes'us, ciuring the Benediction of the tslessed Sacranent. tn inproverpnt
was soon felt, al-though a few more persons have died afte rv'rards.

In early r^rinter, the Brothers cut, hauled and skidded 160 logs
ready for sawing. They sifted and farured 70 bsgs of oats and 9 of wheat.
They also cut, hauled and salve d wood cords for the whol-e year. Hauling was
made by oxen and dog-teans. The Fathers gave parb of their tjme in nanual
l-abour. Thus latl€.r Srperior comple'ted the erber:ior of i:he shop, Father
IiIOISAN nade a patcnt to rtenufacture butter. Both assisted i'n hauling vrood
and hay. trtren the ui-siting Father BEZANMER volunteered to assist Brother
HEI{RY in cutti-ng and clearing a road to the prairie called tPEterr. - In
Aprilr Father GOIIY hcrds a grolp oe men, including the Brothers, to cut a:'rd
cfear a road to the channel.

An insignificant er,re nt heppened in JuLy,ariih thc arrival- of two
nairs of niss Lhat causht the attractlon and attention of the whole tol'rn.
Bishop BREYMT v\rho had arrived on the same boat... received l-ittIe attentiion.
]Jow machines nEre brought fof, the fanr: a nower and a cul-tivatori new land
was cleared and brokcn; the lfission staff nade.a road frorn ttre top pf the
bank to the R:iver in co-operation rvif,L) the R. C.l{.P. ffI addition rlas nade to
the stable; the grave yard re.s fenced. Later in the fa]lr Fhther GOUI oF-
g:n:izcd a parby of men to clear anothdr road across the clannel, and rar-
ked it hlmsel-f all the vray. The fall-fishing had been poor, but ttle crrop of
ootatoes brought 280 sacks and 200 of other vegetables. Thus the food suppl
plies rvcre barcly sufficient for thg, rrinter. Onc ox and one pig were butgh-
ered trb insure the necds of the wholo institution.

Brother LOU]S r.-as ihen givt"r. care of the poultry :nd rvas milking
the covrs instead of the Sisters lqho cou-l-d no longer discharge those f\nction.
Brothcr ||ANJOU arrived in Sepicnrber to give a hand to the others. The 26-
ycar old Sucbecer lvas given a rvarm reception. MearjrYtlile, Iather ANDimAND bad
received into the, ChuTch Lucle GROSSETETE and blessed her union to fsidore
TI{OMAS thc sa,ne day. T,rc end of Deceinber brorght the. annual celebration of
the Christnass festivals vrith no particul-ar incident. But we note in pessing
that 1vlr. T.!'[. HARRIS, Indian Agent, pr.esided as i.n the past the c]LiSren I s
parly at the St. Margx ret School. A function he perfborred eriory ChristrE s
c}:ring his long stay in Si.trpson.
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ON THMR'JljAY TO NORIIAN l'IH.LS.
-)$eeiitsx-x-)(.'{lijljnrp'e(-).,i-'1*Jiiiji-,?*'P^4'et-*" 

,"rra",*rrt witnessed unus'al events in 1921,
that w€re to change and speed up, for a whil-e, the course of the quiet life
along the Mackehzie River. Thirteen dog-te ams pulJ-e d in Fort Si'rapson on Jan-
uary 1st, earzXring nen and their outfits, heading to the place ttlai be carie
t'iorman lUe]ls. it l4as tire be$inning of the nrsh for staking oil clairns that
l-:stecl for the rest of the winter. Tv'ro airplanes, owned by She11 Oil Co.t
flew ovbr the fsland on l\'iarch 3Oth and l-anded on the Mrission field near the

stable. One la:rded safely, but the other broke one ski a.nd its propellor in

tanching the snow-coverecl- ground. It ras quite an event, and the whole tovm

crowded around to inspect tft" lig birds. The liissionts shop vras plt9-ud, ?l
the dispo sa.l of the neehanics to l'.rake the necessary repairs.. O:i. April- 4t'h,
one of 

-the 
pJanes took off for a testr The fol-lol4ring day, the other broke

dovrn again in taking off. Fron then on, the pipot's and rnecliarrics worked to

make tie repairs an"d set both pl-anes in order. On the 20th, 9ne aiircrglt

took off first, but bmke its i"it, .*ttil-e the other v'rent in the air a11-

right but flew to a nearrbye lake for landi ng. The rveather had beconE vram

:nd ws,ter bcgan to ,.-rn on ih" channcl-. on th; 25th the pilots :nd mech:nics

boerded the one arrcrafL and from the take flen to Peace River' 'Ihe nert

Ary, tft" Brothers haule d the otJ:er airplane on l-and near t'he Mission' ry

tnai tinre, severaL prospeciors v,rho had gone to l{orrn'rn by }and, were r€trur -

ning to Edmonton foi the registrabion of their cl-c"ims '

Afte" tbreak-up r several- parties landed on the Isl-and and hurricd

down to li,u 
""".r" 

of tir"f.. 
-l"tft"t'UOfSnU 

and Brother LOUIS fol-lowed then

dovn too.

TREATY SIGNED.
i$ee1_)3elJi)e(+-?(-)(-)i

Another event that was to change the status of life of the fn

Indians took place in Sinpson in Ju-ly of tlu! year ]I92L' A party 9-f-Pf:"*
rnent 6fficial-s headed ly i,lr. COnntf6,i, arrived on the Bth. Eishop BREy1t14J

;;;;"}fi *ittt ttt"t 
"" 

ir." "ni"l"ttuior" :-n the capacity of adrrisor. and-

;di;; b;ilen the Goveru:nent and the Indians' the conditions of the trea-

ty wcre proposed to. goift.J"g oi tn" nuitor". tribe' At first nnqr raised

objections, but finally ."""piEa tit" Treaty that was signed on the 1l-th'

I{AKEKON vras then Indian Ctriei. 301 Inclians- were paid ^an 
cnnuiil^:t-,tJ' *

a piece. On that Ju].y l]th, it vras Confirnntion day ror Alura suuDlll-um'

FATHER,S I RESIDENCE }XO\Tfl TO Tl{E CENTER OF T}IE ]SI,AI{D.
-)i'Jt-)i.jiieoii$'.-)3,iJi-)ets)eei?ei.?F){-)l)iJeeiJi-)p;+ei-r(-)(Ji)ehk.}i.)tJea$tli?PP,k-kk*i?* 

In Aumrst Ftrthgr i{ol*

SAN nr?s tnnsferr=d to ForL Liard after B years of hard woik and fmctuous
nLinistry. BRother DTANJOU rcnewed tris religious vollls on septenber 19th..
Lnd i.nitir the month of October began the preparatory work to move the Fat'hers I

residence from its origiral site near the Bay to the location it now occu-

pies. It took 5 weeks Ib raise and puJ.J. it witq oxen and capstans to its

ii"rl pl-u"". - Meanrrhifo r an arlditi-on ffas built to the stable and a new pi-g

houso completed.
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Brother HEItrJj vrho had left Sirpson_ a few months before, regrett€d
that he would not see'hls worlc complete'o, lrtr: cn was for ottrers io eijoy.
the Christraas. fcstival-s were attended by'a record mlnber of peopl-e. " Some
had cone from ti{illow Lake and others fron Naharr:rj-.

The sta.Pf of the l,lissi on lrras then: Fathe r GOIIr, Superior, and Bro-
thers Louis :r:. -1','r-r1, nbrc 1pggp61trg and Joseph DrANrou. Brother uredard lrl-
lBgILlI arrived at Simpson to replace lhe latter in Septenber 1922. He was
28 years old and the efclest e1 1i1s rrT'ri6rr. Iather GOIJRION returned to StuF.
pson as asiistant to the Sriperior"-An old-tinef, she r€s in her teens rtren
Father GROLLfER 'aisited Sinpson, passed alray during that year. She i4ras Elri-
1ie 96p6, rrhom latler GOW baptized under condition at the age of BO years,
and ',,,'ho received the Saur.ernent of bcbrene-Unction prlor to her death.

A project sug3ested l-0 yeaxs earl-ier by the forroer Ind:ian Agent,
I'lr. CARDj ra.s realized by the Brothers as Lhey conpl-eted the constnction
of a house for the 'rold age peopler'.

NflAT CHURCH BUILT, OLD CITJFCH TORN IOWN.
-)(io(-x-x-)P^!,et*-;Q?-)( ii)il(-)iii-x-X-irJl.)9.-).9.-X-)$i )e(-)eei*)i-x-?e,ry,.

1923 vrill- be remembered as a year
of reJ:giou; significance .for the Sacrcd lJeaxt X.Ession. The new church rlas
built under the direcSon of Mr. BIRD. fhe Catholic DoDulation nulbered
then ?91- souls, out of a tota] of L19. Ttre inrrLigratibn of ''4rtrltes and lGti s
from South-'ri'est had slvelled the Fort and neighbouring a,rea. Visitors and
business travellers rvho stopped over added their share to the activ:ities
of the eo:nmrnity. Along then rve re ,'l lst::.ce HJBUC of Idnonton and his judi -
cial party. There lverc lcciors RICHARDSON and MC Dol{.ttlD; an inspector of
t"he LAMSO}I, l,tr. 

-j/{EST; 
and of course the Vicar Apostolic of lliackenzie,

Bishop BREYITIAT, on his arnual visii.

Dy that iine, Brother liAnc had departed for tr'ort Frov:idence and
thence i,o his native ftance for lrr:11 Ceserwed rest. Ttre other Brothers
busied fever:i. sh]-y in clea:ing and brcaking new land. And in addition to
thlir routine works, they took apart phe o1d chuxch near the Bay and hauled
th, lunrbers to bc used for a l-aund::r roord. They tore doit n the old Mission
house and f::amed the new ]{ospital vrel-l rui th i-ts h:.nrbers.

fn the fal-l-, an epiderdc s ilbke again a l-arge portion of the popu-
fation. It bccame so dangerous that, in the abs€nce of a Dcctor, llr. IIARRIS
despatched to Resolution two young nen: James and Jonas LAFFERTI to get,
anti-diphteric serurn. They foft on the 30th of October and nade the round
trip in one month.

Tt is quite'unusual that a Bishop confers Baptism during his uisits
^ J t  + L ^  l ' . : 1ro. ws..., tha'o pr:irrilegc and honor vras reserved to Joseph TANKA.
The lO-inonths o1d boy nas nade a chiJ-d of God and a rember of the Chnrch by
Bishop BRXfMTe in thc prcscl:ce of Chief Antoine },IAIGKON, on July 19tk a923,
0n Chri stnas of that yoar, Isidore VTLLENEIIyE and Celine ANTOfNE cerented
their urrion tfor bctte::r for vrorse t u-ith the blessing of Father GOUI. In AprJJ
of the fol-iorui.ng year a92lt, it rrrls the turn of Joseph \m,LENEtnE to take for
l-ifc in rar-eiage !ta:y I{ARRIS. Ttre ncr,r church, about corplet€d, was solcnrqr
blessed on Junc 22nd, Feast of the Sacred Heart of J()susr PatFon of the Parish.
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I,1] S CEIJ,ANEOU S g\TENTS.

i:)iiiiiJ!';i-)tic)iJ3)eei.;ett)e?.-|il*

Oddly enough, the ir,auguration of the new church fol-
lowed sirorbly the arrival onl he rsl-and of Anff lirETlrNGTON who started a
trading post. - Oddly enough too, and rt the sane tiner LAMsON Tradlng Co'
sold out their store and business to the Hudsonls Bay Co.

Father MOISAN departed for his native France aft'er L9 ]tears of lr[s-

siona4r life for a needed rest, while Fathel .GOIIRDON ]-eft Si-trlpson to repl-ace
him at tiard. - A young Ffench-Canadiah Priestr Rev. trbther Joseph TURC0T?E,
travell_ing aboard the rrDistributorrr landed on the Island on septenber ll-tJr
of that yEar L9Z)+. Aged 27, the lqissionary had been ordained a Friest in Ed-

montone i,rhere he 
"onpl"tt"d'hi" 

theological- studies, arrd becarne then alsis-

tant to Fbther GOLry. - A young nan, named Couture, arrived at the sare tine

to serve as a Lay Brother. IIe was a skill-ed necharric.

Ibther GOIr displaye d his ability in various jobs by inaugurati$g

the nelr harwester for cutting oats and r,,rheat. It .was he also rllho accasion-

ally broke j-n the oNen and tiineil ihem for work. The lvlissionary was also a

nusician pfaying the organ in the church.

R.A,DIO S].GMI STATTON.
*)ee;-ri-)tia+-)i'i(.)i'r,ti(r,(trvr)|),1-X-)e;-

t'Ie should note that the Superior gave, in the fal-l,
perrnission to the Covernrncnt DeparLment to erect a pylone on the Mission
property bordering the Crown Land. The other pylone stood on the latt€r for

tt-ru" po"po"" of stiinf up aerials in cormection rrrith the proi e9t of a Radio
Signal 3tetion being erected on that property. Since the pernr.i ssion. was ver-

ba1 only, the ocorpJtion by the Government of that poltion of the lf1sdi on

land, for the location of ihe sald pylone, becane in lat€r years a natter

ot SuOicial coniroversy. Even to thls day, lavryers find reans t'o colfect'

feei for their searches on this r.rat-,er. nr5/way the telegraphic serviee was

inaugurated at the new Station in-the sunrnlr l92le and enabled, the 
!:?!1:'.

of dnpson to send and receive messages to and from various Set'tlenlcnls an

the hlaihenzie and the prov-inces. ltris ai! conm,'-'i cati on qrstem r,'as most

. valuable to ifre Itospital authorities who coul-d then arrange for airplane

flights u,hen necessary. Governnent affairi:, t'raders and t'rapper t.business

*rE of"o helped with the nevr conraurri cati on facil-ii:ies, s? that 
!l:^*=:y

tempo of Life in the conmunity beg"an to encreasc a bit a d gave more Lmpox

ten'.e to the f sland .xs the ge ogr'lphica-1 center of the ]''{ackenzie '

In the absence of Bishop BREYMT v''rho rT as i'11, Father DUPORT. of Fort

Smith was vested lrith bhe autho-rity of Adnd'nistrator of the Vicariate and

"i"il"J 
sd."e;on in the" suruner. He ;fficiated at the solenn adainistration

of the sacranent or coniirmriiot, *t unusual firncti on for a slmple l"tq"t'
ii *" o.r Jdy 16th. Freddy SIBBiISTOI{ was one of the sEven !'rho rcceived then

the Holy Spirit.

SUIdUI$G UP I'ATHm GOUYIS VIORK.
)iio3)i-)3)#,ixreF)iiei-x-)(init(j;-)l)l-Hti+iJ' 

-xr';

Fbther GOUfr Suprrior

lvas ca11ed to assume anoi:her important funct'ion at
for the past six Years,

Fort SlTIith. Under hls
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direction, the Liission-which included hhe Hospital, the school and the Fafin,pas-sed through a_period of intense organizatlon. Horses and machines l,ad
replaced dogs and oxen for traction labour, A movrer, cultivator and harves_- ter reduced hand rrork and encreased the uiedd of pr"odrices. ltater funp, new
roads, new cleared rands, new basernents and fences were all irnproirernbnts
achie'_ed .during that period, urhich udtnessed the irmigration oi routsidersr:
...inc1uding pj-gs.

. Th" nov-ing of thc Fathers r residence, the erectio4 od a nerrr church
are to his credit, rrhile the re-integration 6f a nurnber of rsmiss pariJfr_
orurers and the conversion of others are evid.ence of tlis zeal.

FATI]ER MOISAN APPOI NTED SUPERTOR.
iiJiii)f {iaiJi.+)eiJ(JeniJeiJ,-)iii-)ex-)iii-x-x-x-xJeeg-rt

Fath€r MoISAN, returdng from Elrope, was
appointed Superior od. the Mission. lr5 years o1d, the Priest had nri-ni ste re d
anong the Sl-ave Indians for 2O years. He had qpent half of that tjme at
.lbrt $i6ps6n. .A1ihough his health uas not too good, the Missiona4r was
highly qualified for the task'awaiting him. lli s first nrinlsterial act vras
to officiate at the funerals of a l8-year o1d boy from Fbrb Cood FoF r on
Septernber lst. Four .Jays later he regenerated the souf on the one day o1d
baby Theresa McGJRRAN by the r,u-ater of Baptism. theresa married Ed. COOPER
18 years later.

An Assistant General of the Obl-at€ s, Rev. Fathe r R.F. BELLE care
from Rome the sumrer 1926 for an offi-cial rrisit. It was hls secrirnd v-isit
of this kind in the Uiackenzie. Fathe r AliTOJllE had nBd€ the vezy first risit
in 1895. Father BU,LE arrived at Fort Sinpson on July l8th aboard the rt.Dis.'
tributorrr and vras accompanied by Bishop BRErMT. The Delegate of the }it.
Rev. Father General- expressed much satisfaction for the reterial and spiri-
tual developrent of the l,tission and gave the staff his encouragernents for
their apostol-atc. Father BF.T,LE assrred the Srpecior of all possible supporb
from the Superior Ceneral of the Oblates.

For the past 10 ycars, the St. Ii4arga"ret t s Hospital had had only
occasional serrrices of a fisiting pl5rsi-cian. Doetor IRUESDELL, vrho arrived
on August 25Lh of that yesr 19A6, ,i{as the first resident Doctor in the Set-
tlerent. Ilis pncfessioneJ. rcsponsabllities ertended to the popul-ation of
the neighbouring districts a1-on$ the 1\{ackenzie River,

Brothcr H. SAI{RXAIM, a young French-Amer:i can fron lvlanchester, who
had come to Sirpson the previ ous year, rrent to Ednronton that sunmer for
dental care. The 2l--year old Brother vuho had enjoyed his stay at, the Sac::ed
T{eart ldssion, ltas titen tmsferred to another p1ace. Brother Jean-Marie
BnAUDET, after more than lO years of serrice 

'at 
this ifission, wert dor. n to

Good rlonc in A?rgust.

F,erlier in the year, the Stations of the Crrcss had been erect€d

in the church by Father I,IOIAAN. - In the absence of ,a Religious Sistcr,
to carzy on the teaching at the St, ,lnargaret ls School, Father TURCOTTE as-
su.ne d the f\rnction of teacher for par-b of the school tetm. Sister GAIdACHE
arrived in the sunrner to take ch.rge of the school, a function she wiLl-
^ a a m . '  f n r  r  l '  . ' - . - .
v v v q P r f  + v -
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BROTI]ER I. GoSqn',T IN ENTER.S 01,1 TTIE SCENE 0F SnmSON.
;itei)$3)i-)Ht)3,eiJi-)ires(Jei-)iJi-)'.i$(ilJiie(-)(-)$(-)(-)iJ,-)eiJe$i+++4^?iitgsi$a9i+

About at tbe sairie. time,
Brother L. C'OSSr,LIN csne to Simpson and rcplaced Brother SARREAULT. the 20-
yoar o1d nen fron Quebec may have not foreseen that he was ireugprating al-
most a quarter of a century r.'rork on the Island, narked yrith his stniurg phy-
sical and religious personality. i{is predecessors had contributed greatly
to the erection and organization of the ilifferent units that forrned the
Sac"ed llearb lIission, but Brother GOSSELIN vras to take a great parb in their
establ-i shnent and developrnent.

The ''ear 1927 passed yrithout any striking events. We nright rnote how-
ever that Faihe r i,/trCHtr, came fronr lorb ?rovidence to pr€ach the annual r"e-
treai to the Oblates and Grey l&rns in Februalyr travel-ling al-ong with Jos.
LIFFERTY. The Supeior went back with them and preached the annual letreat
to the t'yo connunitie s of Providence.

REIrI\ITNG THE FAITH.
J:i3i+iii,t'ei-)eiJi'iitFx-x-x+J; 

shouf-ci note too that in the course of the yearl Fa-

ther I{OISAN and h-i s assistant Fathe r TURCOTTE succeeded in reuiring ttle faith

and religiors practices of their f:lock. They recorded large attendance at

i,{ass and oormunions on feast days. On the Fea.gt of Corpus Clrristi, adorators

in large nr::nber alternated in tLe church throughout thE day' 0n certain- first

Fr:i aays of the monthe several persons and child:en re ceived Holy Connmnion'

,ti n"""t"", al-l Cathojjcs p""""tti, in the Fo:'b re'd'e their Easter duties' And

tn Christinas, the chu.rch i'ras fille6l to capacity',uith Cathol-:ics arid non-Ca-

tholics as wefl. Anong other factors that nay have accormt'ed for this oc-

casional l€rival, r,re lright mentibn ihe profor:nd and touciring religious in-

fluence of the Past,or on rrts parisirorers and the persuasive personality of

his assistant liho rras pr"cfici'.:nt in t'he use of D:tgl-ish both in puolac ].ns-

truction and private conversation.

ADAPTII'IG TIIE LfrTlJODS.
-)e):)(ili(-.e(jex-)ei)i-)3)lJe1+4;-ii)ei

i,,tr.en lre read the diarv' of bot'h the ],frission and Hos-
pital, $e cantt help noticing that the ILf-e of the cornrurrity roras undergoing
changes j that nei'r ideas :,cre alteral,ing the minds and habits of its resj.i ent
and fl-ucuating population. ft had becorne ne ce ssarf,r, for instancer to adapt
the nr:thods of the pastoral lrirristry. In particular, the use of language
in relig:-ous instnrction should be more adapted to the language of those
r-noi rr i  ro i  +. ni f .h r.r" i  t  +.b. .  nhi '?^h nr. ^r* rrn*l .r  :rnd at schOol. Then Fatheff  ! L v r  v  1 1 1 6

T!'TICOTTE trrs thc first Pricst to r,Eke a fider and beticr use of the k€Iish
language. Until then, Sfaltr and FY€nch were the usual languages spoken W
the Pastox in the sernons, because thcy rrere the vernasul-ars of those gt-
teniling iii.ass most regular1y. i{owevcr around L925: v'rhen innrigrants of Cattro-
lic Faith spoke E:rglj-sh and 'ri:ith an increasing ni,Tber of yourg people lean
ning that language at schooil ils wider use becane neccssef)rr

PROBLfl{ OF II,}IDS.
+r(+.;ir\-;ii {-X+L;-Xi'. X-ti')I-,i

The j:rfLux of i:rmig?arrts on and aroulld the fsland raised
the problcnrs of rcqucsts by a nu:nber of thcm to ocarpy end purchase portions
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of land omed by the Sacred Heart x4ission. The first to.besure a ]ease vras
Andy rll TTT I{GTON in 1921-...Hg was granted a lease of 3/\ acre on l-ot 2f ior
a penirod of 21 years at $ 5.OO per year. Joeeph irLLLENEI fE was the nexb in
1927. T]-s Lease covered nni. nri +.^ 1/) .^r^ .-,r 1'61 a period of ! years rerr,-
evrable at will indefinit;i;.H; il;;;;p;"; the land prior to the arxan-
gerneni:s nhich legalized the exi-sting situaiion.

the Raitic Station was transferr"d frrcm its original location to the
present one on l-ot 5 owned by the H.B.C.. And the Indian Agency took oirer t
the land and buildings vrhich Dr. T?UF.9DELI occupied ln that summer 1927.
Several other oco:pants of the trissionts land irere granied Lease in ttre course
of the year. They vrere C. 11j-I1T,0CK, John LAFT,A[& ROULIfER a.nd llcNE[L lvho
rrere apporbioned' l-ots on the fronlra8e covering an area of almost L/2 acre.
Those were not surweyed but deliruited by rnrtual agreenent. The foll-oiridng
year, fsidore VILLEIIEU\E, C, l.rl-ILSON and A. GEoRGES were given the sarp deal.
In later years other l-ots l'rere leased under the same condi-tions to those
vrho gave enough grraranty of responsability. - However, in 1!301 Andy WJT-
fJNGTON who had a grind against the Catholic Church, headed a petition re-
questing the CovernrEnt to take conpulsory means for the sale by the lilssion
of the l-and ocsupied b;r the 1c ssers. -\o action vras takcn by the Goverrunent,
becauge those portion of l-and were not indlvidually sunreye d. Mcttoverr the
ol'rne r that had spent mort5' and l-abour in clearing and breaking that land
v,ras entit'-ed of priority of jugdment in disposing of it. Flrther, other
land lras, available on the fsland and it required only good lv:i11 and labour
to nalre use of it.

' There were 253 catholics under the pastoral care of lhther MOISAN
and'his assistant FalrlE r TJRCOTTE Ln l927 t i,.,*lJile 125 others belonged to
diffe rent or no religlous denonrinations. Brothers louis BEAUDET, M6dard l,A-
TRE|I,LE and L6onide GOSSELI]{ werc responsible fir the tenporal vrork and
nrelfare of the llission, the Hospital and School-. The horses v1lerc rel-i-evi-ng
thc oxenrs lrork and the rnachines eascd hend labour. lDuning the sunrner, B
tons cf supplie s were leceived for the naintenance of the ftLssion and its
instiputr'ons, ft v,'as a record a-rount of freight rvhich contrasted sharply
rrith the felr hundred pounds that wcrc al-lolvcd to lathe r BROCHU at the bcgin-
ning of the centuqr. It contrasts
freight i-riFtrte d by thc Uission in

more sharpJ-y 1|rith the 50 fu 6A tons of
? , ! ^ a h f  r r o r  a

OTiIER LEASES OF IA}ID.
'n ni -:L: n ?ni -,C:'.'i'::a rii :j;-)$'r)tii

Tha old tiners ldll- re cal-l- that lrior to the e stabLish-
ment of the Hospital in I)L6, the snall population on th. Island vuas cen-
tered around thb Hudsonts Bay Corpar{r, r,i}ri1e the transient Indians and brap-
pers pitded their tents arnidst the trees and bushes of the rl{Iat,rr. They
a"nd the erpl-oyees of thc Bay did not need or care to cfear any sizeable pJ.ecc
of land for their owr usc present and future. In f911 or I9l'2, Brother fu
FAUTRET cut thc first trees on the prope:'ty acqirired by thc Mission for t}re
constmction of the nol'r l{ospitaI. E\rer since, the 1ygi5s161 r s staff under.book
and carried on the strenuous and costly job of ctearing and breaking nelr l_and
to j-nflrre the operation of its institutions. lhe nonri.nal fee charged and. not
alv,rays col-l-ecie d for the portions feased nrust have appeared a fair dea]jj.r}g
to the local- citizens since 1p2B; there wex€ 20 of them ocorpying the nfission
1and. To date the latest to meke leases F* Jos"ph IrILIENEUVE, Junior,
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tiALKm, cARrsON,.J. HARDTSIT, H. BROlm{, T. TRINDE;I, ?. Mcl6,O1r1lN, nP],Ifr, and
fil0inrAssoN. Thus, in 1928, the Lliission authorities had nrade ava:il-ab1e to the
l-ocal cj-tizens r largc str:ip of their lahd, uhile the other porbion that had
bcen cfeared vras used to ful1 capacity for cul-tivation, grazingl parking...

There were some 300 no?e acres allotted to other concerns or crown
land.. It is significant of the l-ack of foresight of narSr, thai acl"es oi Land
in the Settlement vrere left bushed and treed, and that only a few odd resi-

-dents took the neans to rnake use of a few acres of to acquire possession of
sma}l portions for l:heir present and future needs. Among them, there was
ur. J.J. GOODAI,L v,.ho arriving the same su:nner f927 acqu:Lred a portion ef 1a

L:nd ior his famil:r.

Follovring the transfer of the Radlo Station on the H.B.C. land in'l-

1927: i.i}rere ltere 90 acres of land teft to the Bay and gnly a few r'vere cl-eared

an,l put to use as it is today. The Anglican Church had then l+3 acres bushed

ancl treed, except a few that vrere put to use. On the rrFl.at'l ther€ l€re, then

some 50 o"r"s ot bushed and tredd land ihat were reserved for the Tbealry
peopli vrho occupied only a srnal1 pcxtion of it. lfue: there -wes Plu1t-{ 

of

spate al.ailabfe on the island besrdes that occupied and used by the ;'ission'
..q,'na it was only t'rhen and after the lfLssionary had cleared his orn prcpgrby

that clair,rs to the be s'r, porbion of it began io be thought of or applied for'

liuman foresight and siea'dy fabour are not the exclusive privil-ege of the

Catholic tDsiion vrho praciice them. ft is fiel-d opened 'to ir1-1, and br:ingi-ng

fmits to the prot-ident labourers.

SPIRTTUAL AI{D Atiitr}llSTFi.TIVE TASK 0F T}m SUPERIOR.
-;i-)ii:)iiiiil',+(-r(J(-X-)(-):)li1-x-X-)iti$i-){-)i-):i$Hiiiiiil-)i-)ii'.+i-X-Ji-;l';j;';j,i-ii-)$i;-Je;+$lJs

Father ifiof SAN rras thus
cal-le d to exalidne and study the problems arising from the clafurs made ty
imrflgrants and local citizens for the occupation of the i[ission land. He
prepired, discussed anrl. completed arangerents for leases to those who made
ippfi cati on. perhaps his Inost unpleasant task vras thre collecting of fees
on thu lot" altott;d' I" is apparent 'that the Superior had becone a busy
adminlstietor in addltion to n:is pastoral'.,lark vriur little tinre Left for

manuaf fabour. the time had passed. when the Priest could divide his occupa-

tion betrreen the ninistry an,t marrual flrofk. The l,tission had gone through the

periocl o:! constrriction and organization, under h-i s predecessgr:'. Faller
iltOlSl,U,.,rn" able then t,o center more on the spir:itual and admidstrativc ae,-

Urri{i""3 In the course of that year, Z)to seitnons and religious illtructions
r,rere given by the trio Priests. Tlro converbs were received in the chufch;
but 37 neribers died of influenza and other sicknesses.

The third LAs;lm,I,E, Brother PqILIP, arrived at Simpson- in lP.:*-
mer. At the age oL 26 years'e he could ITeLL compete rv:ith LIEDAn' in ability

and hard worki So, r,r:i-tL thei and Brother C'OSSE|IN the fa'ir and the rnaterial

1vclfarb of the vrhol-e l4ission Y{ere in first cl-ass hands.

IImST ATR ]L-Mt Sm\[cE.
-)i riJ J?,iriJei$3(-).-)lJiit-)ii.iF;P,ii.n-;lr

On January 26+"h 1929: Punch DfCffiNS inaugurated tho

first air r:rail ser'v-ice'on the Island. the whole tolrn hailed the event'
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Fbther J. TURCOTTE r.as priyiLeged fo fly'back fron Fovidence, ancl Fath€r
IiIICHEL to,return to his llission later on iowards the end of February. CorF
merci-a1 ai r transportation comparies entered the itistrict. D:.ring the nerb
decade, they were a.rnong the chief factors in bringing Fort Sinrpson and the
L{ackenzie, into the }inelight.

This ltission took opportrir:ity of easier and faster transportation
for their pastoral visits and the hauling of erbra. sr:pplies in special cases.
The airTlane dj.d not put gn end to the travels by dogs and canoes of the
iriissioriaries of Fort Si.:pson. Father IURCOTIE, and others afteT him, corF
tinued to rlsit the scattered can{:s and lYrigley by dogs and canoes, when
the seruice-of the airylane wer€ too costly or not ava:i1ab1e.

DEVOTION TO TilE SACRD HF,A.RT OF JESUS.
iit3ije3x+oi-ieeeF)iJPtJ{ii}ee$.!x-ieii(J|}e€:JsiJ g;tiL)i-)$)l

The heal-th of the Superior had dete-
riorated with the years. Spasns of epifepsy becare more nurnerous under the
strain of sbrenuous vrork. So, Father MO]SAN asked to be rel-ieved of hls
f\rnctions in Ig29. He riras then nearing !O 1'ears. In MaTch, the devoted l-over
of the Sacrcd Hearf of Jests reneinred the intronisation of the Sacred llearb
at the tiission and Hospita-l. He re-dedicated their persoff]eI and their
rltrrk to the Patron of the l,tis:l.on. - the resinging ?astor Tras greatl-y corF

. so1ed, on Septenber 21st, in receiving into the Church ihe 6y'year o1d JOE
H0i;-8. IIis son JOHN was also reveived into thd Church a month later by the
nevr Pastor Father ROBIN v,,i:ro blessed hid ur:i on to Adeline SIBBESToN.

FATHEB ROBIN IN CHARGE.
,-qai+-x*-)(y,r,nxJ/";-Jiii.'i-;iJ,i*r^ii.'i j;Ji

Rcv. Father ROBIN took office of Superior on .Mgust
18th, at the age of [2 years. For ]-7 years he had niinister"ed at Good I{ope
anong the Hare Indiahs. An efficient adrrLinistratbr, the pniest was soon
placed in a position to display his abilities. The youthful Church of Father
ffi0CHU had gtorrn up with ups-and-downs since 1B9l+. The institutions of the
Iti ssiorrr comprising the Saczed Heart lvtis sion proper, thc flospital. a.nd the
School, r'rere fairly ryel1 established. Their increasing and npre diversifi-ed
activities required however administrati,ve pmficiency, pastor"-l- finmess
and assLdue.l- care. Father BOBIN possessed aIL ttrose queuli-ties, but he nrust
have felt the burden of his new and heavy duties.

'lfis first ninisterial fi:nction was to bless the u6on of Ttleodone
TRTIDE L and tuiary GAUDEI on August 26th. The nevr ctrapel of the Fatherrs
r€sidence havi-ng been conpl-ete d, the $rperror nade its solemn blessLng on
Septenber 29th. Under his directionl the Brothers bui"lt a lauldry i-n the
bashnpnt of the liospital, nra,king use of the lunbers taken from the ol-d
cln:-rch that rraa pulled dorm 

" fn t he fate fa11, 3OOO pou.nds of beef and 6f!
of hog neat were stored follovcing a rEcord butchery by the Bruthers.

By that time, Brother x4arc I,EBORGI'IE who had been one of the flrst
Oblate Coadjutor at the Sacr€d Heart fuiission.had been trahsfered to lort
ltrorman. trbther J. T1rRCOTTE had gone to nflnister at Fort Liard. Fabher lfOll*
SAl'l renained assistant to lather R0BIN'fith the parti cul-ar care of the spi-
ritual wel-fare of the ]iospital patientsr The two comrnrn:iti es jcined v'rtth him
for the cel-ebration 6f +ha c( ."ao-- ^f r..la -*i aslhood, on ldarct! 'Lh, I93O.



SUPERIORS OF THE MISSION

R e v .  F a r h e r  G .  A n d u r a n d :  l 9 l l  -  l 9 1 9 Rov. Father E. Gouv: l9l9 - 1925

Rev. Falher F.  Moisa. :  1925 -  1929 Rev. Falher A.  Robin:  1929 -  1935



Frlher Residonce-Thr Church-The Sl ,  Mrrsarol 's  Hoipi l . l  in  1925

51. Margarer 's  Hospira l  in { i re on Juno 3rd,  1930

l93l :  Church- New Hospira l -Farhers '  Resjdence-Warehouse- Shop-St.  Margare|r  School
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In that spring Father iuof,SAI,l vftose devoti on to the people of Sirnpson r.ras
incrt6sing ;,rith the years, converi:ed trnro adults. In naye the $rperior preached
a briduu,r to the Hcspii.;al girls and received two of ihern as rrd.Idren of
uaryrr. The activ-ities at the Mi:ission, Hospita,1 and School lrere ploceedlng t
Lhen et f\rlI sr',ring. thei r personnel and enployees nere }ooking forward to
a bus.' suffJer. . .

HOSPTTAI, COIIIPLETB.,Y DESTBO}TD BY FIRE.
-)i-)eCi.)i-xre(Jeeiiiii-)(+e(-x.;l-X-re. 'Jaets).!)(i(-){Jiieii(j,'.-)i }'L)P*

0n June 3rd 1930,a sinister stnEk the
Grey lirxs and the Obl-ates and the vrrhole to-rrr when a flre starbed in the atti c
of thc iloqoital. ]",tLen it ' 'ras discovered at l-1.00 a.m., the 16 patients uere
evacuated at once and carried to the Fathers I residence. frre whole popr:lation
hurried to save sore of tJ:e furnitures, eq:ipnent, and supplies. But vcithin
less than tv'ro hours, the nfiol-e bdlding had been br-rrnt to the ground. there
i'ras no casualty, bui the l-oss rras aJ-nost total. I?re medicines, the goods in
storage, 20 beds and l+O nattresses, 20 co rds of wood, the Sist€rs I privaie
belongings and the rest were destroyed. rn reporbing the sinistere th9 sup-
crioi- stated that i:he event i,vas heart-brbaking and disastrous. The gblate

staff moved into the .irarehouse, vfldlc the sisters occupied theiT residence
rrith the patients. And the shop was turned into a kitchen for the serrice
of them all.

]IfMEDIATE RSCONSTFUCTTON OF THE HOSP]TA],.
iiJ€$en^e9€1-Hi-)t)i+eiJ:)iiiil-)lJiii;ei)$'Jts)i-)i;iieii(-)i-x-)i-)cs,aJi-)i

fnJorrned of the disaster, Bishop

BREYIIAT cane by air 3 days l3ter to consul-t with the $lperiors rand encour-

agc the personnel. 0n June Bth, a pehition rvas signed by the r€sidents of

iie Settiemont - only a fen' djssenting - to ask the Govcrnnent ihe granting

of moriey 6 r the re construction of the Hospital- ' Bishop BRWMT. lYent to

Obtavr3 ard met thc Hon. T.G. MURPlryr l,niniste r of the Inlerior, vrho rcccived

fr:- 
"ynp"ttt"ti 

cal-fy. tn thc course of u l-otg i-ntewiewr- thcy consid;red tle-
probfims cruated by the d.slrnrctj on of an institution that had seyv-iccd the
-ei 

"tri"t 
for llr yclrs. Thc years of frr.ritful labour and the large sun of

monics should not be bls::ie d itt ttto fiue s of the first Hospj.ta'l -along the

l,,inckenzie River. The Honr Misnister promised assistance, adv-ised t?,I.ake-
plans fl r the new buil-ding a-r d to begin inmeclj ately the reconstru-ctlon' u]

the meantime, Bishop BRsIil,tT purchasJd frtn the Bay 1ot 12 fonnerty ocsupied

by LAirifSoN. O't .lrrly ioth, h" c-amc back to - Si:rpson iltth the plans and gave Lrls

i.siructions for ihe prrosect. 0:r Aug,st 6th, the rriyackenzie Riverrr unloaded
lO0roOO feet of rurnbel: on the rsland. Three weeks ]ater, tJre Brothers began
diggrng the basenent at the new location. X[r. OUELLET, a ski]]ed 

"1T?+tt
had corne from Resol_uiion io l-ead the wDrk. I[iea]llvtlile, hebullt an addition
of 12t by 37r to the F3thers I residence, for a better acconodation of the
sisters and thcir paticnts. Brothef TESNIERE, also an c4pcrb. in Constluction,
follo',veri Lr. OUE LiIT to speed up the foundations of the new LOt by foor.ttxil-
di-ug. Bishop BRETNAT. blessed the firsi tstoneI and the work went on until
eariy 0ctober, v,,hen it was suspended. for the rest of the winter.

FA],]., A}I! lITINTER CHORES.
iiiii(Jii(-i,4)elrsLx-i+),ei-)eiid-)l-){-)ii{-)t

In the nidst of thosc disturbances and unusual occupa-

tions, the qreration of the lvli ssion continued as usual. Brut'her GossrIN had
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r€de his peqpetual- -rows of religion on June 2)rth. He and Brother MEDARD
busj-ed on and around the .farn with their cattle and in the fields. They
cropped 630 sacs of potatoes and BO of carrote. Cattles and pigs were but-
chere d produclng 2 tons of neat. and in the year, 6r)OO.eggs had been lai,d.

-: 
In early winter, Brother GOSSE,IN built a porche to the shop serv-j:rg

as a terporary residence for the Fathers and Brothers. I{emade also interior
accomodations and improvernents against the worst cold. - The end of the year
l-930 naTked an inportant el'ent for the Anglican Church, u'hen their new ,
church xra s dedicated on Christnas by Bishop GEDDISS.

FINISi{I NG THE HOSPITA],.
-).Ji.^L,JtJ"tJ.t. j,j;(.)iF;i-,.,Jr-jr.;eirirr,iJ..-),-.

In nay of the following year, the rrork of reconstmc-
tion of the Hospital vlras resurrcd u:der the direction of Xlr. oUFI.T ET v,rho carne
by canoe fronc Prouidence. Brother TESI'IIERE and M. I{ARNOIS, who had arrived
wit'h hin on the l-lth of nay, put up the birilClng, and on Jurte IL}h, th€y
'were ready to haul up a 1200 gal-. .water tank at its place on the roof. Sy
that tine Biother BRUfERE had joined tlie carpenters, so that in the middle
of August, the heatlng, lnter and sewage systens were install-ed and the ex-
terior completed. lrlM. iUrLr'Of and ILARNOIS went ar^ray then, while the Brothers
carried on until the end of septernber' Earlier on the l+th' the sisters and
their patients occupied their new quarters. 0n October 2nd, the superior
celebrated the first lrlas s i-n the nevr chapel. It as the task of Brother
TESNImE to nrake the rflaishing I, foll-owing the departure of Brother BRUflI,|ln
towards the end of octobcr.

TGAN}-FRO IigfTOI{ AIIOITG THE BROTHERS.
;:)es'"t(-xiireij,J$..)(.ne(-x-x-)ee9(J{+-)oli{+(-)iti+-)9iii+-*)t

fn the rneantlme the Mlssion|s staf.f,
had undergone sonE change s and was affected variedly. tsrother Louis BEAUDE|
who had been one bf the first Obfate Coadiutor at the Sacred Hearb Dfission
in J-916e passed away at Akl-aa:ik on l,{arch 15th at t}re age of 7l+ years. - the
Z7-year o1d Brother Jos. LAVOIE came fron Proridence to assist Brothor Go.S-
SELIN in diggrng a new uel1 near the rnain road in front of the Hospital.-
Brothsr MEfER, an old tinrer who had served.at Bear Lake and Fort Raer gave
valuabfe assistance untj-f lds depqrbure for Arctic-RedxRiver in the course
of the sunner. - Bfother PAIInER of Fort stdth was also recle avail-able for
various jobs. Brother 1\46dard LATREfLLE returned fronr a holi day to resune
his fornxer flrnctions. - His Brother PmLIPPE was transferred to ?rovidence
I nonths fater.

BISI{OP FAILAIM NES]DING AT SIIIiPSON. .
-){iit€3ee(-X-ie.L){-)iJ(Jfi:)3)iJii€i-Xr)e,Pl't€eOF)i'X-)fti+ ?t.X-.li

. This year 1931 vras also rarked b5r tbe.
&rrival at Sin'pson of a )'oung tr[issionary, Father Alphonse FEUVRIER. Aged 26,
the Prieai, spent 3 r,reeks at the l',lission bef:re proeeding to Fort Liard as
assistant to tr'ather nnCOTTE. tn the fall fhther IVIOISAN rl'as aau-ed at Forb
Providence, leaving alone the Superior until the arrival of the new consa-
crated Bishop Pierre FALI,AIZE on the 6th of tecember. the coadjutor of ttre
Vi car Aposto]jic was then L! ycars otd and had been a ltissionary at Bear Lake
and later on on the Coast among the Eski-mos of Coppermine. The choice of
Fort Slmpson for the residence of the Coadjutor rvas motivated by the fact
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thrt thi s Se btlenent was the ge ograpil-i cal center of the ltlackenzie and wes
senred by regul-ar air nail and transport senrices. llis pl"esence gave occasion
to the celebratj.on of Pontifical lligh Masses and enhanced the liturgical
cerenpnies, fostering the spiritual life of the corrnuaity

L0oKING FCRWARD TO BBTTm rT\{ES.
)e{i{i9{*y.'l{-)(-X-)(-)i'ieF)(-X-)iiHp#'{.Xr,.'rui+Jireirx+Jt

1911 had. been a bustling year. Father ROBTN
the ,$rperior, lras given arrple opporbixf ties to iLisplay lds abil-iti-es- and no
doubt ihat ne nust have tooked ibrvrara to better tirne s both nraterially and
spiritualJ-y at dar,r'n of the new yearr Th€ Hospital had resumed its nonml
operation after the sinister. - The St. Margarst ts School, - nored^to. its.new
lbcation, had a recorded registration of sore 30 pupils with 3 of them. in
Grade !.'he had a s;adf and experienced Brrcthers discharging their l'arj-ous
function with mirch efficiency. In addition to the day pupils, ten others
were in attendance at the Providence Residential- Schoof. They were Jos. and
c. i&LENE{IVE' Johnny and Freddy TETSO, Antoine and Moise A}fllOINE, etc'.'

The Catholic population nurnbered 22), teptesentjLrrg 6211 of the 1'rho1e

population of si:npson-. lttrrough lhe Pastor iLid not val-ue the &lristian Faith
ina tUe rncral-s of his fJ.ock by their nunrber, he estinated that nrost adults
fulfi-lled the Easter drties and the youth grew up nore instnrcted in thc

fuhdarental s of Christianlty.

Conpar€d to the year 1925, l.,he Catholic population had decreased

by 26 persons. It was nainly due to the large number of deaths caused by

opia",*:-"" and a f:luctuating- irnmigration 'during that period. The analysis of

tLe 1931 census shovrs that a nurnber of employed g1r1s and patient of t'he

Hospital- from other Settlenrent may have been included in the pretrj-ous. cen-

,rr". It is noticeable ihat the Trlaty people forrned the two-third of t,1.e
poporitiot, cxactly 2\2. ot that nrmber, 161 were members of the Cathol-ic'Cfrlrrcn, 

while the 
-8t 

oulur" were counted as AngJ-icans and Protesiants.

The personncl of the lr[issi on at, the opening of the new year 1932.

consisted of 7 Obl-ates t Bishop FALLAIZE, Father A. RoBII'I; Brothers H' TES-
NIERE, M. LATREtr,LE, J. I,AvOfE, A PAINIER and L. G0SSILIN.

the poorest attendance at Mass cn the lst, of January vlas. recorded
t'hat year. OnJ-y 2 persons of Simpson wete present to the eelebration.
On the 8th, the Obl-ates and. the Grey lfdns began their annual Fetreat that
was preach;d by Bishop FALTAI m. the cJ-osing serrice was rarked by the pell.
petual vows of Brother IESNImE on the 17th. - The CoadJutgr flew to Prov-
idence the next day to preacll the armual retreat there to the two corumruitie s.
In lfey he inalguraie d tire nronih of l,{ary in giving an appropriate_ lnstruction
on thL or.eroaaiives of the Blessed lvlot'her. this he conti-nued ti-lJ- the 2lrd
vinen he dep:ifued with Brother I,AVOIE for Fort NoPlrlan. The Superior i'ras .
left alone again for the ninistry until the ailing Fether LEGJEN arr:lved
fron Forb llelson (?) on the 9th of Septenber.

HOI{PLE OF .Aj,IBITION IOR TtlE YOUTtl 0F SIMPSON.
JHH|iJS$i*'l{- }0(J(-)(*ilj.ry,c)O(Jtia-}n(-)ui';-}||tJei",eee{-)9f i(-}C,eP.ir^-te,ei

v{hen the Pastor of t'tre }irssion
christened the few-hours old baby PhJ-Lip THOillSOll on i\{ay 25thr he could not
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hav'c foreseen that irnc day Philip vrould be tihe first Sifipsonian to becone
a University GYadiatc arrd instructor in the Royal Canadian Air Force. In
h.ls o:'rl-y youth, the boy attendcd the Forb proridcnce Residcntial School
and thence went to St. John rs College directed by the Oblaie lAther in Ed-
monton. Bishop BRUnVAT had thought and hoped for some years that pirilip had
a vocation for priesthood. Ilowever, his nantor and benefactof Fb.ther GILES
directed hin to the profession of av-iator. l,Ir. p. THCMSON is rBrried and
l-ivcs in Winnipeg, workirg at the Roya.l Canadlan A:ir Force quarbers.

The success reached by onc of thc llatives of Fort Sitrpson is a pr"oof
of h-is tal-cnt for ldgher studies and of his anbition to occupy a place of
high responsibili-ty in the society. IIis success is also a proof that boys
of talent, be they Indians or lvl6lri s, may energe fror, the primitive dtandard
of life and recch 3 hl,gh degree of ciril-ization. llle regret to record that
aiter l-5 )'ears of operc.tion of the St. Ilargaret I s School, none of its.t25
Inqan and M6tis pupils had reached a Grade higher th3n !. And anong the
many lrho attended the Fort Providence Residential Schoolr only a few odd
ones reached Grade 6. One ITrair teason for such a low percentage of pupiLs
'.,rho rcceive I a prirmry edr:.cati-on, is the unn:illingnes s of thc cl:-il-dren. to
nxke the ncccssiry cfforLs, n,td that of their parents to rakc the sacrifices
required for that purposc. In those ycars, theie wcre pupils in Gr:ade B at
bhJ St. Margaret r s Schoole 11or instancc ina926, thice HgOKffi. ctrildren lvere
in Gracie B. Also Mary CI}]SILL and Tad HARR]S 3 none of then howevcl IYeIE IE-
tive of Sirnpson. In ttrai ycar 19325 Baxbar3 ${nmTO0D was j"n Grade 6, '{hile

Bira SIBBESTOII had quit school- in Gr:de ! lr1ro years earlier.

AD]rICES TO A PORT]ON OF ]I]E FI,OCK.
-)i-)i*J1-)ai9i9e(+iJF)l)(-rd€6\J;-ii-)i-ii-)ir,ei)p;-i1-)ili.i(-i1-.is'$(

Father ITiOfSAN who had knov,rn the neoole a
and.life of Sitpson for f2 ycars, either as assisbant pastor or Srperi or
of thc Sacred Heart Uission, had elpresscd the regret that ihe U6tis par*
ticular]y fai-l-ed to tal<e opgtunity of the hisher education rede availabLe
to thern. the Pr:ie st hsd a special affection for thern whose fathers and
forefathers wer€ the first lo embrace the catholic Fbitbe 5 and vvho bacenre
interpretors, guidcs a.nd faithfi:-l- corTpanlons of the lrrri ssionaries in their
voysges. He and Father ROBTN had vritnessed a deterioration of the nrorals
of a snr.alL nlmber of that porbion of the flock. Thc snalL nulber of Catho1ics
of lvt6ti s origin formed. the; the strong elernent of the youthfbl Church of
lbrt Sirpson, es it did form thc slrrong ele.ncnt of the fnfart Church. The
R,ptisrn of ?hilip, I'rho v,ras one of rcn, rmst have rejoiced. fbther ROBIII
on that 25th ot May 19322 forcseeing that thc increasing runber of thc
Cetilbli c l,,{6ti s would eventually contribute to the developraent of the yout}r-
fuf Sacred Heart dhurch on thc Island. .

A glance in the futur.e at this time reveals that the Pastors of
tire Sacred Heart }lissi-on rry:ilf be compelled to raise their voioes against
occasion of sins thrreaten:ing the practiice of telperance, chastity and con-
jugal fidelity among thelr ovl"n flock. Several- judgnsnts ,,fifl be made by the
Priests on a nu:lber of Catholic M6tis and efforbs wil-l_ be dj.splayed by the
Pastors to foster the practice of those d_riues among them, as lrell- as to
put an end to the arising cases of df,u-rkenre s s, lust and adrlteries.
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IMPROJM.4ENTS AX]D MOVEME}]TS.
-)eii r)i-)e.iret)iil-it)F)eH(JsHees*-)epltee*

01 irhe faf,xb the Brothers cl-eared and brcke new
pieces of land. The crop was good in the fall-. A record halest of 295 sacs
of oats lyas ]tad.e. A rrind-tnill- was put up for the operation of the water pr:,rp
and the well-ffas deepened by 7 trf 2- fee+'. The first stabl-e t'hat had been buift
with boards of an old scow rvas'torn dorun, nhile a new 16t by lr0 t poulfuy
house ,uas started.

' 
At the Hospitall the nunber of patients averaged J-B drring tttat

period. BrotheT BRiJyEnS, returnrng fror,Aklav-ik in Ure fa]-l, ryent:]0_ vueeks
ipifmog nore closets aird drawers. A telephone l-ine rvas connected lrith -the
lloctorrs residence. In novemberr Sister AUBERTIII lras ri ctim of an accident

in fi1-Ling vrith wood the stean Loil-er: a function discharged by the Hospital

staff in fhose days.

A report indicated that t.vv1b'vtirel-ess operators were despatobed I out'-

sid.er on llovernber 26th, because of their nrisconduct. And to end that year
'1 01, +.ho pa crnr of the Sacre d Heart l\tission rnrjtnessed with sorrow that or[y
L /  r - t  w t t v

a, sni,tt groun of iris parishonners were preseni at the cel_ebration of the x.6

l,{ass.on tttu it*i-v."saiy of the birth of Orr Lord Jesus-Christ'

Lg33 . A YEAR OF JL.EILEE : 75th ANNTVERSARY OF THE FOUNDAT]ON.
je'!)1iiii)i#$e(l,esi)('0di.iite3i_){.)1Jl-)r)ii.!)ijep,i-iij$€$ei.}|i1-)ei.)iJQiJ#lXJ$p;J'5t'ilx+s;.xi1}F,.+4*

ltre event

passed alnost ur:noticed to the whol-e Cathol-ic population of ^Fort 
Sj'rnpson'

'The 
Superior noted the event and celebrated the Sacr:ifice of ttle Mass of

tharks gir,:ing on tJre occ4sion.

i!-e consider that 1933 IrErked the end of the era of the establish-

nent of tlre Sacred Heart ltiss:iion. The organization of tl]e th'ree units: the

i,nJ":."" p"opu=, tJre Hospit€J- and the Sqhool- was functioning fa:ir1y we]J--'

nlu ope"lt:-irtr 
".na "o*i"l"toation 

ol i:hose institutions had be cone stabilized

and a'natter of routine.

Tfdle thc life and activities of the Sacred Heart Mission had

fr:itherto been bonpared to tbat of a youth, then and thence they nay be- conr'

p.*Jt. those of'an adolescent,. the- Cathol:Lc population, 
""-^i,11l13l"Hif

io shovl rnore conscj-ousness but also more independance' The Pastors no!3- ceo'

a grovring need of deeper Faith and rclSgious instnrction for the pari shon-

neis. Th5re lras nothing new in that phenorenon. The spiritual- life that does

not del'e1op graci:a11y, rrrithers and dies out. The sane IIEy be saad oI rne

Hospital attivi.ties.- In a)33, ttre nedica]- and nursing life of the St' YlaF'

garit tu l{ospital had reabhed a period of devel-oprent. - And also at the

5t. tulr"gu""i rs School, the teacirer and her pupiis sho*ed a r€vigomted spirit

that spel-lcd development.

Thus Father ROBINT stirred up i:r his zeal by t'he changing tjres'

pl€ached a 3-day retreat to the Hospital en4:Loyees and school pupils..At

the closing, four girl-s nere receiv6d r Ch-ildren of Maryt. On the Feast. - of

coryus Chriiti, the Blessed Sacrarnent had been exposed t9 f{ll1 :!11!ion

t:rorc ttre h:i.gh ilass . till the af tcr-noon senrice ' liitren trathe r J ' nmcoTTE
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3.rrivcd at Si.npson in August to rep'lacc aathcr LEGUEN, h"' r;sumcd thc pTac-
tic: of e]tcrnetiv: us- of Slluy, -inglish xnd ,'r?ench in r"flgious instnrc -
tion i": Church :nd privetcly. A; u- notsd .arfiLr in !925: thc us; of the
English langualo had bcconc more necessary rrith thc incord,ng of d:rglish spea-
kinl L;athofias end thr: spr.:d oi thrt languag" among the youth. In S€p-
tember, .lsther TURCOTTE rcceived ii-rio thc church a 2O-ycar old Indian $onan,

fn Junc, ihe .ii si;c rs vrcr"' privilcgcd ',ri lh the visit of their Rcv. Sup-
erior. Genoral, ltothcr PICHE of ],,iont,real. Such an event is of great iriportance
i r r  t ho  

- l i  
f r :  o f  G r "p r r  hhnq .  T%o  c r rn '  F i r -  q | t hn r - i t ' -  t  - ^ " i  '  '  i - r ^  +ha  ' ^+JU i t iCS

r 4 P L 4 r v r

-. '"  +L - t  - '^+ t +r.r:  ^-.  - ' - ,a- r^nr^-l ' i  r1-. -  l i  1^^^+.i  1r^s for th" bcttcrnrent of thcu  U l  w l l ,  5 1 v E J  e P ' J ! w P r f : v L

" i  l i q i o r r s  l i ' e  r n l  n t " s . l - r - ^ + : ^ -  ^ n  + L ^  -  " - ^ - -  l .r  L f r S f w * r  v r  6 u r  u 4 u  w  L  v r r

fnJ Coadjutor rcturn- Jto Si-:,4lsol th:.t su'r,ncr. S,rcrtly a-[ter, he nqde
: p:rilous tr{.p to Liard, .lclson and FYrngois rrith Fr.thrrs TURCOTTE rnd FEU-
VRIER. Back at tha i,lission on August 3rd1 Bishop FALI,AI ZE resu;ned his funo-
tions ss previously enJ enhenc-,-1 by his pr"sc'ncc thc liturgical ccretuorri;s
on ndsys and Fcrst of obligetion.

l/,eanvrhil-e, Brother GOSSELIN repaintcd the interior of the church. Laier
ho clcerod and brokc another piece of l-and. Brother UmARD, i'rho had Linited
succcss in the broodlng of cggs by the hcns, thought of importing & brooding
cqu-ipncnt. EVentually, thc systi.:n proved to bc nuch defective. Howevca,
llr 1113 eggcs lvcrL 13j-d in that year 1933. In his spare tir.c, -F-athe" TURS6TTE
uent out cuttlng vood. rdth th.. Broti-l.ors. Thc Su1:r'rior busicd rl-so doing odd
r ^ r - -  . i h  . d A i + i ^ h  + ^  h i ^  - - ^ + ^ F ^ r  . r r . + i  d  f ; + h  + l - u  e d V i C .  O f  t h -  p C r S O r u r c I l
JU u5 rII  ' ru rrrt)  PrD uwr d

Iather ROBIl'l dccidcrl to dlscontinue thc raising of pigs, because pori{ neat
rvas not popular nor i^IJ,s it i'cononicaf .

Thc cnd of the scason hacl brought unususl activitics on the Isfand.
f l i  q n o v * r r r  o f  q o l d  i n  t n  . r . L . h - i  a - d i  ^ l  - T ^ q ' . f . -  I  I ^ n i l  e i t , i z ,  r s  L n  c n  c 4 1 tu f J l v u e r , y  v r  r r - f u  r L v S r v r r  P r v ' i , P v

thcre end takc claiiris in pravision of possiblc benefits. Georgc SIBB,ijTOi{,
Ted. TRINDEIL md Jonas LAFFERTY tricd their luck and returned by land on
the llrth of Octobcr. Thcy h:d I'ralkcd 70 n-ilos throulh the bush on thcir u3y
back to Sinpson. In Decenber, TRINDff,LT SIBBESTON 3nd l{ccurran werc fl-ou,rn
out again by Wop tiiay lrho took hinisclf othcr clalms that 'rrcre to bring benefit
to no one.

The ycar had begun vri th a rccord Lolv assistance at I',ies s, but it cndcd
with a 1e.rgc crowd taking perb to thc Christnas festivefs. And this lirrs slg-
nificant of the vcrsal-ity of a portion of thc Caihol-ic population in ttlc ob-
ser.v'anpc of the sundays and ho].j- deys o.f obligation. This fact and others
indi.cai:e that the Catholic Chrrch of Fort Sinpson l'ias ih a transicnt stage
of developncnt. It has bccn said thcn, anci- I bol-ievc il tlu9, that ilost of

her rneilbers h.rd a basic kno.vvf,:dgc of ihe Cgtholic Fcith, br-it werc not authen-

tic belicvers. Docs it rru:.n to iay that thc sons and daughters of the first

Catllolics of the Sscr.cd Hcart ],b-ssion posscsscd the baptlsmal character

ruithout its vital-:r,nd spi-irtuel reelity ca}}cd the life of Gra"ce'i To say that

the catholics of Flthor ROBI]{ wor: clcacl Chr:Lstians is a final judgnc^nt. res-

crwcd to God alonc. Uut io sey that most of thcn possessed :n irpcrfect s:rd

partiol spiritual 1ifc1 is a juclgr)3nt th3t. tlllir Pastor 
"u:s iustaraed !o

mak,: in siying thcy rvcre not authcntic belicvcrs ' :
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.' ; Th. lfi-ssionrrirs of .;that.fieiiod had v.i.sibldr e+idehce that most bap- "
t*aed €atholics d:i-d-Tlot possess a -deep and'threr splritual life;'because ftot--""-
enough nourishe-d with the lacranent of Hqly Eucharist. There is nottri4g

..._...._. arna zing about this fact'lhi.sh is particular to every other catholic cormuni iy
undergciing development. A fact of his.tbrythat tdaches the Pastors of- so,u1s
the rnethod of slov,t prudence in urging 'theii young and adolescent fl6ck io an
unqualified participation to the Saq-rainea!' lq! -lloly-Eucharis'b. A..fqct 9{-.Chx.rch -
rii qr.nr..r t,ha i-, rcrrca t.'s the need of i wliolfy assjmilation of the Christian Falth
r  L r v  w v 4 t j '

prio; to tfre v'.hot]y and frrritful particlpbtion to the Sacrament of Love and
- :  . . , .  -
)LtaL L uJ .

. t

'ritith . tilose obsgryations ih-l nind, on the clegi6e of perfebtion. or ehar-

... ity of the cathol.ic, cqnmuniiy of tr'ort sitpsott-.ri5r lSngslquqrter, of a .c.91-
. tury of misstonaqy ryil;; 

""nuit-p"o"""a^ to revlew the last quarter, of'the

""r,iury 
of .. the sacrod lleart itission. A quarter century nrarked w'ith the un-

stable .but grot'ring d.evelopnent of adoleJcence. A peiiod .of 1:I". iLilerllfied
ara g'rdwing-ecti.vit1e.q: thit requiies separate sttrdy 'which rril-l. be treated

in 3-ctrapters : the ..IE-osion proper, the Hospital 11:e;tn" School-i , ,

' ' ' ' ' i . .i.
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NUN, IBXR OF !APTf  SMS

nade at three catho]i c iviissions founded at the 6ane tirrc on the Mrackenzie ntrve r.

, O ( D

o o : q
Yatne E ql

._t pr rJ
F E 6
O . F t O

.[r cr) (J

a:- ;;------------7---------P--LyuyrS9
1g ' lo  7  A  '1  (

I91a 9 7 10
1 q 1 2  R  1 n  r ?

LB59 26 25 I'!
1360 2U 30 7a
1861 rt 36 23
1862 2\ 21t 1t3
1863 )+9 38 33
1B6L 59 26 38
\865 3b Lo Bir
1866 I 5 56
aB67 7 

'f l  
22

]5oB 22 L9 19
1869 B 7 26
1B7o L2 a6 39
l8n 6 l-0 116
IB72 12 9 3lr
L873 L6 L3 29
1B7L l"B 19 23
rB75 16 5 zl
13?5 17 7 36
1377 10 t2 22
1B7B r-B - lt-
L879 a2 79 LB
18Bo 11 l+ tg
1BB1 T7 7 38
1BB2 19 1r a6
].883 T2 1 20
180lr I ro 2t-
1BB5 2r 2 15
1886 6 9 a9
l-BB7 20 L 23
1BBB a5 13 fi
1389 lr7 L 13
1B9oB5T
1891 7 B 28
tB92 21- \ tz
aB93 r7 3 17
r1glJ 18 3 a9
tB95 il 11 r.B
1896 6 i" 16
tB97 aT L r-Lf
1898 2L I+ L3
1899 9 7 22
1"900 a5 B 27
1901 6 L 1"3
r9o2 12 3 25
L903 13 5 17
1901 13 3 19
L905 B 11 22
1906 7 2 15
1907 r.B 2 B
19oB 9 n 18

SUMT{ARY

. 1861 to 1865 1?B r6U zzt.
r.866 to rBTo fi 58 ro2
18?1 .to 1875 68 56 ]-i5' l-876 tu rBBo 68 lr2 D5
1BB1 to IBBS , 7? 2L no
1886 to 1B9o 96 32 73
18/1 to 1895 77 29 8Lr
1896 to l-9oo 68 2l+ i2
1901 to 1905 52 26 :3
1906 io r-9r.0 L6 28 55
1911 to 1915 Ir9 h2 5o
19l:6 tp t92o L.L 3h 6L
I92! r,o 1925 n0 7l] A3
]:926 ra r93o Bl+ 6c B.'-
r93r b 1935 83 73 7t)
L936 to 191+0 87 56 7?
19L1 b 191+5 85 65 6lt
19\6 Lo t95o 77 90 56
a95L bo 1955 Bo 83 Lft

t9l6 ad L957 29 35 16
?t lHt-X ritt-X+r;+ti+1-tr)fi HOHePllriiJP,iJ$Oci)e,+, :);

NOIE:
;?lMthough uany children frorn ,. '
other Settlements ar^e born ar,d
baptized in Sinrpson, the figurc:
are of Sinrpsonla,ns ody.

-;i These statlstics show and prove
the continued presence of tile
Priest among the population oi
these three Setu.enents dur:itt;:
the past Century. - n:rd that
presence rvill- never disconti.r:ui:.

-)r These figures ate taken fron
tJre Registers of tsaptisms of thc
r.espective [4issions.

9l '
o
E

6
o

cl.

o
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o

r

o)
9.a
o (

I9a3 ilr 9 11
IgLt+ 9 l-o 13
t9r5969
a9L6 l r  B" re
a9r7 t6 2 !3
1918BBIL
l a ] A  q  <  1 2

L920 7 tr 16
L921 L5 27 A3
t92? a7 a7 22
a923 rA 9 17
r92L 20 t5 L3
a925 16 6 18
]1926 22 Ir 2)_
1927 L6 10 12
a92B t5 t5 a7
1929 13 15 10
1930 18 9 2L
a93r il 22 13
a932 17 15 12
:.:933 a3 11 !+
!93\ L7 12 a9
1935 22 13 12
]|936 il rL t7
1937 21 B L1
a%B 16 t3 a5
ang 19 U il+
19110 18 ]f a5
19L1 1-B 5 ]-l+
a9\2 t7 t9 18
191+3 18 L7 10
rghlJ t6 Llr 12
L9L5 L6 l-L 10
a9lr6 16 20 t3
unt9LB9
19LB 1l+ 17 t7
]l9b9 L7 L2 6
L95o 1r- 23 r-f
L95L 11 15 13
]-:952 a5 18 7
' r o ( ?  ' r ?  1 2  a

r95\ a7 LB 9
t955 2lr, 20 l+
a956 t2 a3 r-o
L957 17 22 6
dQ,H{rHe;JR{*lt}+te1J/n'lirxt?xJt



-19_

l - r-ofc 'nonaAq
. t  

t  1 _ .  - t  \ . _  |  \ _  t t  \ u  \ *  g .

Ihe refercnces t -  leLbers,  publ ica l ions,  re3is tcrs ,  d iar ics and
books used in thiq 'rirj;toric:t Sk tch are noi: repeaLed each time tirey have
been used. They ar: nol.d once anl shalf s.t,i isfy the average rcader .,rotre in-
terested in the everLs than in their docuiaentar:r sources. To the fett earnest
hisborians I shoutd hkc to say thxb I shafl bc glad bo. make all ny :ources
- ' . - i  l  . h 1  \  + ^  + h d ) n  1 . . '  r r c "  a r a  - r ' i  r r r * . 4  ^ ^ ? r o . ^ ^ h . i c , h ,a V a f J - d , U  t  J  l , O .  l , l l e : r  u . i  L J d . , y  ,  ̂  - - ,  -  - - p - . - *  . 3 e . .

(f) Lctters of Father H. GROLLIER O.ivi.I., in trl;lissions de 1a Congr6gation d€s
Missionair€s Obtats de irtario -Lnmacu16err, Paris 1886, pages lr09s. .
_ Rcs . j  sd3rs  o f  Beot i : - -  

- ^ , , i  r - -  ^ -^  a ,F ;  " r  c f  the  Sacrec t  t lear t  rdsS ion ,'  j L l ,  I  L d r f  - r d v ) c

Vo].  I ,  f ron 1B5B to l89l .
(Z) - f,etter of B.B. ROSS, copy of the original by Father F.X. DUCOT 0.i'1'I '

in the Arcilives, Sacred Heari i'iission, Igrt Sfmpson N.l;'[.T' -^^
(3; -"X,o Gfaccs Polarr,es rr par R.P. DUCTAUSSOIS O.i,r.I.r )-)2I, page JUd.

-ulrEgfise catholique 6;r." 1r6mest canadlenrr, R.P. A.G. i'i0RICE O.iri.I.
l i innip.g,  Vot.  f1,  P:1qcs 2s.

-IVic de G"-,q. r.q.cm 6..ui.i. " Archevoque cie st. Boniface par Dom BEI{OIT

l-90L, Vol.r, pages 363-JIr et 389-93. ..136_l+^
(lr) - l,cttres' de l,itr. V. j. Crumf ; O.i,i.I. rrgissions des tt.O.tt.1. 'tl"Vl3ep.225s.

- Lettres du R.P. SEGUIII O.i'i.I. in sanp 1866, V'5, p'ZL2s'
- 'tl.igr Vital Gl?AlOIir O.iri.I.!r par R.P. E J0IIQUET O.l{.I. iliontr6al-r 190 2, p ' flls '

(5) - '6i Ans drApostol_at dans. I lAtjrabas ca-l,,lacke nz j-crr, par lrlgr. E. GROUARD

Lyon, 19?31 P:ges llts.
(6) -  t . t t r ls iu n.p.  iOCOmf g.rLI .  in rrPet i tcs Annalc s dcs !1.g. ; i . r . i t  l ' rance.-  

L926 t  -pagc 16s; page B3s, pagcs l3?s; 1923, pagcs 7.3 r72t,8o: ,
- nne'ti""3 ic"laptdinos, 

-lreria!;s, -s6pulturcs 
dc fi l'iission St' Th6r')se'

/ A \  -

Fort lloriran.
Lettre dc ifr. lrAbb6 J.i.'i.. GAGI'IE; irotrc 5 St. Ctaudc lnn', 7-)1]L958,

Arellives l.iission du S.-C., Iorb SirqrFon.
N.rf.T. Tcachersr Ass. no1;i."u.n I f ort Snritir, N.!4I.T., Junc f95lr: pege 9.
rrGrcy $uns fn Thc Far No*bhr by R.I'. IUCIIAUSSOIS O'if'I', 1933'
rfpetites Annalc s dcs l,"[.o.;i.I. ttl raris I9A5 No. 12, paga 3l6s'

Repoylr. rrl,tis sions des l.l.O.i[.I.tr t 1872, Vof . XI, pagc 365'

Lctlrrcs samc ]-879 t Vol. XVII, pagc l+!p'

Lrtrr:s sarre fBB!, vor. Xf,lII, page J7'
rl-0o Ans dt-rlpoatolat des 1,t.O.lI.I.rt ORTHOLAiV O.i;i.-.r,VoL. V: Jtg!_Zo?l:
trDiocesc of . thc l,laakcnzi{:rt by Rqv. {lr C. BOI'IPAS, lUUb, pp' los, y l, l-uo '
Iuissj.ons dos ii.O.lLi.I.rt l-885, Vol. XXIII, page 39.
'r:trLtcr TransporU"iiotr !n thc' Canadlan Northwest tt J.L. ROBIi{SOI{,

oLterra, t91,5, op. 237t 238.
rrson of th; l,torth r by C. CA;.{SE1L, I99r. pagi,s 6-23.

Sanc Peges 3?-l+0.
'rEtat du Pcrsonncf de la Congr. ctcs U.O.l{.I.'t paris 1895 et l-E99'
f l i i iss ions dcs i i .O. i , i . I . r r  1Bp!,  pages 299-3OL.
Srrpr:16rni:nt fu rrOourrier ae Fnraitic ": trort Sndth N''i'T', Rcv' F' i'trCliX]-

Vol. i ( I I l ,  a] l7t  Page 3.
Lcttru du n.'. enoCilf O.l:i.-. I l,'1gr GROUARD O'lt'I', cop;r by Rev lbhhc r

ROBIN. -  Archives, l i issj 'on du S.-C.,  Fort  Simpson i t l 'L ' / 'T ' - -

t 
"ttrr-au- 

n.v. P6rc GOfiY O. r.I., itl trl,{issions des i'i.O'i'{'I' tt 1900,p'92-9o'
up"titu" Annalcs .tcs i,r.O.,{.I. | !997 t juin, pagcs 383-85.

Also 1!01, Pagc l-3L; L9O7, Pagc 79'
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(fL) - "59 Ans Au Pays Des Neigesr Lar ldgr. BRE] l{AT O.:.j.J., Vlc. Apos Lol-ique
&-L . , r :ckenzi  e,  . t ionrr6al ,  l9LB, Volr l I ,  p.  I !6s,  3OOs, 31?s.

(15) - Plan ofl Fort Sirq:son Settle,nent, 1911r BLue print by FATTICETTe Surveyer.
. Archivei, ljission of the S. H., !'ort Sinpson i;.![.?.

- 'r5i, ans au pays des neiges[, IIgr. BREyirtAT O.],,.[., I"]._II, page j28s- 
__

Vol.-t-t-t, page -LOST.L f f .
(f6) - fettre du Rev. Frtre D. KEiAUTRET 0.rj.I.1 lort R6solution, iu-R.F.

S. LESAGE O.l.ii.f ., nai a)l\, Archj-ves, i,.uission du S.C. Fort Sirpson.
- lr0odex l.listorrcus't -):.,ary of the Sacred Heart i,iissione lort Sinrpsonrl9l6s.
- IrJourriafrr Diary or' the St. t|aTgar"et ls .lospital-, Fort Sirnpson, 1pl6s.
- Annual Reporb, Departirent o-i Indian Affairs, I91l+, page hu.

sane L9I5, paee 85.
Itifissionary Recordrr, Drblln, L9L5: Vol: XVI, pages llO8s.'
Registei bf Confirinations and First Conmunions, i{ission of the S.H.,

'  rbrt  Simpson ' , ' . .1.  1. ,  lBZl-s.
rrAp0tres fnconrrlrstr par Rev. PBre DUCHAUSSOIS O.it.I. 1921r.
rrHidden Apdstl-esr| ir rr l-93?, Ottavra Univ.

- trUn Sacre aux Gfaces Polairesrr f931 - Idnont ont 1932.

B  f  i l L  r  o  cR .s  p  i {  v l  ;

the'Honourabl-e Conpany - Douglas tuicKay - Toronto, 1938,
Exploration and SettlefiE"rt of l.riackenzie Dislrlct ; I9ltb - J.L. Robinson.
Ledger, Accounts etc... Sacred lieart Llissi ori - tr'ort Sirnpson, ll..r.T. - f916s
'rtrtid Snov,r And fcer - Rev. I. Dlchaussois 0.1,i.I. - 19J7 - Obtawa University.
Registei - St. -urgaretrs School - fofi Sirirpson i,l.,i.T. 

'

Lettprs - Sacred H'eart Ld-ssion - Archj-ves - Fort Simpson N. r.T.
tr'iissionarl4 Record of the O.L,I.I. - Drblin - L9L7 - Vol. XIX - pages 6Bs.
Personrlel- de fa Congr6gation rles lrr.O.ll'I. - France : L9o7 t ]-gILt L92Tt \927 tL933.
Necronologium Patrum et !?atmn Congr. M.O.]rt.f . - Rome - lBSB-f958.
Indians of Canada - Diarnond D. Jenness - 3rd nd., L955.- Obtawa.
Flrr Production in the 

'N.i,fjT. - Bureau of i'l.if.T. &'Y.T. - Obtawa.'].9Lt6.
Register of Baptisms, i\iarrj-age s and Etrials - Fort Liard Mission - 1860-1906.

! !r [ 'Frjrt l.rrr:igley Misqion- 1BB1-1931r,
rrl'f6tis, Prenriers n6s de la Foi'r - R.P. Laionibe O.ldiI. in &iiss ii'i. u.n.I.-1890: p450s
I'Liber Arr.iinarurirr l,iission Cu Sacr6-Coeur - Iort Sirnpson N.l{. T.
tlPronestr i,'lissi on d] Sacr6-Coe'ur - Fort Simpson I{.,i. T.
Ilisto:y Of The 

'Catholii 
Chnrch In l,festern Canada - Rev. A. G. l'lori ce, Toronto

'confluent l,,lrlsper'r Fort Simpson li.i,i;T. - peb. I952t l{o r1..- /I9Lo, vol'lr'
rf Catholic Voiceit lort Sinpson li. /.T i - liug. 195L5 \ia;r:ch L957 .
l,lanuscripts and i'iodes, Archives of the Sacred Heart }Iission, Fort Simpson, .f91bs.
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ChapLer^ One ; THE MISSION

l r \ r )
lv $

The last quarber century of the Sacred Heart Mission sl:oul-d be of intense
inter€st to the people of Sinpson who have been the actors and observers of its
various niaterial- and spiritual activities. those actirrities comprisp the ork
and labour of the Father s and Brothers at and around the Llission. They cornprise
also, those of the catholj_c population as members of the church. Tlds first chap-
ter then reriews a brief his'. Drv of the pastors and of their flock. (l)

The nallle rtMIssIONn commonly refers to the lathers and BTothers and No thelr
establ-ishnents, Yet the meaning of rrMisslonrr, extends further to include the per-

o ns evolrring vrithin the circle of a society vrhose cornmon purpose is th€ attain-
ment of happine ss on earth a-rd thereaftel in Heaven, Thus understood, the rrllissionrl

is the locil community of Cathofics. It is the basic writ of a larger conmuniiy
composed of other loclt 1,iissions, sinilar to that of Forb Simpson, which are
calied the rti\,fissions of the lr,[ackenzisrr. i'r]hile the local Mission is under the dir-

ection of a superior and Pastor, the vrhol-e of the Mlssions is wtder the direction

of a Bishop for Ecclesiasticaf affairs, and of a Pl'ovincial for religious matters,

both acting for thei! spiritual wel-fare. viewed in ttlis light, ihe history of the

Sacred Heait Mission and al-l-ied lnstitutions takes its p1ace, modest as it may

u", in tn.t of our country and catholic lrorl-d. l"[e have viewed her birth and in-

faacynursedby i t i ne ren lp r i es t sasshegre l rup in t r i - a l sandso r rows '?hence '
*u tl11o*ua ner rcing troulnt up s]ow1y and painfu]1y by resident Pastors ten -

po"oify restrained in their apbstolic dulle^s: but r'vho set her youthful pace on

th" 
"or-a 

to salvation. That ruas the unglatefuf task of the Missionaries GioLLIF4

GASCON, GROUARD 3nc DEIGRANGUE, BROCHU, VACI{ER ANTURAIID, GOIIY and lvlolsAN'

Tt w'iLl- be the task no l-ess onerous of the l'[issionaries ROBIirlt FALLLI m'

At$Ifr TURCOTTE etc-.,.r to step up the march of-the tr'ort Sirnpson church' as it

t;-"p in the :ge of adolesceirc". Dutittg the first ll years of the Sacred lleart

ili"sion, the ratJ of Baptlsms a,nong the cathokic population.had been 2.3 per

year. Hovrever, on accou.nt of birthi at the Hospital of children fron other set-

tlenents, the rate of Baptrsms ]lad been 10 per 1'gav'
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In I91t, Fathcr A. ROFIi{ -,ias thL Supcrior rrne guidcd with stern re-
sol-ve for ! years the destinies of tl.re trfission. Father IEGUEN had eone out for
med:ical attention, ond Bishop FALIJ,T zE had been called to other pasloral duLies.
F3ther J. TURCOTTE-,ras the docius, vrhj-le Brodhers cOSSEi,iN, IjEDARD and P-qINTER
conrpJ-eted the personnef of the Conmunity.

On Jrnu:ri' It1-. of thrt y".rr Lg]Lr F.rLhcr TURCOTTE rcnt by do3s to r-rovi-
dence for the annual- relrcxt of thc Obfates and Grey lfuns. On the way, tv"o of
his dogs had died, ;,r:ri ie t',io others gor sick, so bhat the Priest Te burnc d by fr
to Sjlnpson on thc 3rd of Febmary. A nonih later, he ,irent by air to lrovidence
to geb his reuraining d.ogs and bought tTio roore frorn Albert LOUTIT to drive back
home. In Apri1, he uas out Jgain uisiting Indian cfmps rt Burnt fsl-and i'nd j-n
June he flew out for a visit to hi-s seriously ill father. Fathers GOIIY and GOUR-
DoN came from their Mjssions in the suruner fbr a nonth rrisit at this itii-ssion.
For the Superior, it es a busy time during whioh he g:rve religi-ous lnstnrction
in the Slavy language to 15 chi-Ldren. At the same tijl]e, Brother GOSSES,II,I ,,ras
busy bui"lding heavy rlcks f'or his nelr bob-sfei-ghs intended to save tj:rre in hauling
h1y and vroori. F:.the r GOURDON vrho had sailed back and forth throughout the surtrner
landed again on ihe Isfand on thc 15th of Octobqr. Father FEUViIIER.who had come
-trom Liard feil-cd to go up thi rrpids in the fafl. However, he must havc made iL
since he cane from Liard to Sirnpson in early January 1935.

Bishop FALLAI ZE had returned to the Sacred Heart Mission and then spent
part of his tine visiting the l-ocal popul,ation ol the Settlbrnent, accompanied
by the Superior. After Chri$tmas, he ffew f"o Fort Providence, and by the end of
January, he came ba.ck vrith Brother GO,]SELIN r','ho made the round trip by dogs for
hi.rn. The Coadjutor r:,as cal-Ied again in Ftrt Smibh in Fbbruery for a 2-nonth stay
and thence sail-ed in irriay to Fort l,iard for a 3-week visit .there. 0n the 2nd of
Aug:ust, Bishop-FAI,LAIZE took leave of tlre r"iissidn, boardlng the I'Guyrr. Ijis des-
ti-nation was Fort Srrith, for an unl.j-nited time. To the casual observer, travel-
l ing of  th is sort  m{.  seeql to be e p}eas:nt  _asl , i  Yet,  they coul l  noL be so,
when motlvated by rn. ljnite'i sLrictly to pasLoral- duiics qr r:.ndertaken only for
adn[nistrative and, health purposes. EVentually, such was the case of Brother 0.
LIISSARD, who tr:avelled by air from. Providence on January lfth, 1935 to get medical
care at the St. iriargaret ts Hospital, Iortunatelyr sfter his heatrth had improved,
the FPothe r rras given residence at the Sacred Heart l;i-ssion.

Fether ROBIll was then vrorried rbout the behavj-our of some of his p:iri
shioners. fn earlJ l))1, 1t..'to cvents orought cvj-dence bh:t hi:: eernest --ur .i" -:^:k

we"re , tjmely. A L2-year old l:dy conmri-tto d suicicic by hanging on Iviarch Znci. Her
body was four.rd dead along the road to the snye at l0 otclock in the morning.
She had become sornevrhat insane for.the past nonths and ''es kept as a:atient at
thc llnsni tr'l rrni,i I lirr tr,rtel accid€nt. The sad fact about the su-ic:ide fs that
the uronan had been much ebused by a vicious trapper at tr'ort Nom}3n'during the
previous years. lrlo evidence had been giiren that the iinnoraf influence of the de-
praved nan had contribute* to the psychofogical- brcak-do''m of the womwt. 0n the
other h:,nd. the faclluaf kntfledge of the c'ircu,nstances of her 1ife, indicates

' r  o  1 . (
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Hdpital Ste-Marguerite - l9l8

Frdre Derrien K6rautret - lgl2

Etable et Grange - 1925 Personnel de la Mission - 1930
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thct he had contributcd to ht,r odliquencv -rnd 1o the del_iquency of her chllciren.
this fect makes :n honest person sorc i,o see end neet vi-cious char3cte$ of that
sort $ho show no sign cf conscientiots discomfort. - The other event occured on
J.xnuirry fLth, irhol 1 nurber of itersons including :Iomcn got drunk ono couscd such
trouble and fighting that the R.C.rlJ.P. rounded. up :r dozen of them. They were
jeiled and fined, except the rromen lv'ho vrere tet loose pending legal ac+"ion, be-
cJ.use they rrerc under suspended scntences for simil3r: abuses -and disordert The
P3.stor of those soul-s iri,s then kept .under greve apprehensions towards the nain-
tenence of re.ligaous prfctic..J .r-mong his ffock rnd of public morllit)' in the
SettLement.

;lore comforting evcnts nr.rked thc y.rr 1935 as tlrc Supprior Gcn.rxl- of the,
Obl,rte Order, Ljl. Rev. T I,ABOURH rffivcC rt Sinpson on July 9 for his fj-rst visit.
The event geve occasion to thc celebrai:ion of the Golden Jubilee of priesthood of
F.r.the r GOURDON sd Brothcr J.lri. BEAUDET. lbenty 0bl-ates, including the tr:ro Bishops
glthrrcd on thc 10th to ,ory Eheir tributc o-[ homrgc to the iubi]er"i:ns. A HiSir
Iviess of th:rnksgiving was cel-cbraled -*ith all the fiturgicxl ponp po;sible in those

Jrears. Bishop BREYNAT announced then ilie sppointncnt of t'atheI' A. Gl.TlII 3s Supe-
rior of the lir.jissionr in pfrce of .Fallher RoBIll designated io take ch3rge of the

Fort Providence l{ission. Iather TURCOTTE, ';rrho was to replace F3ther GATHY at Fod

Norn Jr, rvent d.ov,,n shortly :.ftor :nd tn:dc a tour '',o the Bear Lake ii'iissi ons irith

hjm ciuring the rnonth of August. The zl-ye ar ol-d ]lrother LrtPLAr\TE aFived on the
olh ^f Tt,r,/ -ri+h +l^ t^ r. inf ^r^p +.h,' r'ar.sormcf of lhu t\ti-ssion. Flther
T v L L  v t  u u l J  v v  r v J r 4 v . v v  v r . v  y s

CTOURION returnecl to Prov-iclence on August 2nd eLoard the rtcuytr ll.ith 1ll chil-dren

for the Resicienti:l l Schocf. That was thc second large group of children, scnt

to thc Residcnticl Schoof b/ thcir ptrr'cnts, ltho und€ rsloo,, b!:ttLr the grovring

neecl of educrrtion. Nine children only !'{ere in attendance et the St. jvi3rgaret I s

school, mxking a tot:f of so4e 23 Calholic chil-dren receiving educ:tion in 1935-

16, l';hile more than tllice thlt number dj-ct not go to school st a}}.

Fxthcr G;?llY erriv.Jd on Septenber jih to assume his new functions vr-ith
the assistance of F.lther GOiII and :r nciv pnest frorn Belgir:,n vrho landed on tlre
Isl-and r fer.,. vreeks :l-atcr. F.r'ther J. DESSY 26 yeats old, r.nd fresh from the theo-
logical studies and treining. EndctJed rri'"h s rnusic3.l talent and favoured n"ith a
t:,ste for ,!,rt, the young missionary lvould soon h3ve an opportunity to clispl,ry
hi-s earnest zeal in the various :rc+"i-vii,ie s of the l;issior. - F:ithe r QITI{Y had
cor0o North in LgZ) nd ror 5 yeTs oischerged nfissionrry cJutics :t :vrd around
Forb ilorm,n. But prior to hls c:rll for :ission:ry 1ifc, hc served ls currte for
' l  

O rror  n.- .  i  n the di  rooqn nf  ' I - r r r r -  l l '  I  - i  r tm t  h l r . i . i  . r  r - . .  e+.4 Ih i  newr v  J E  I  r )  ,  u u f  L f  u , r .  v r  6 v !  !  w - r e v e t  w r r v

Superior toolt the opportunity of the cefcbration of the feant of St. Cecile to
rcnovate the Gregorian chant. 0n Christmes he replaced the profane "l,lilnuit Chr6-
tien" song by the li-'uTgical rtCame .{11 Ye .Frithful rt during the nridnigttt i|bss.
Ii1 earty Decenber, the pastor vicitrd r caap at the foot of the rapids on the
Liard vyhere a l!-ycar old youth sr o his nothL.r wcrc ilf . He saicl Xililss for theln
during lrhich they mede their first conmunion. on thc ]i+th, he bfesscd the mar-
ri-age of ET.,\TSA. On his 'rra;r b.:r,ckr he said ilil,ss at the lr-rrite c&np the next d':y,
in the Policem4nl s te nt . thence |rril-]iaro BETTALE accompenied the priest to llol-.'rr.

In the cvenlng, Iatitcr G.lTi{Y gave hill.r rel-igious instruciion in preparation for
fi-rst connxu[ion on the lblrh. The ]'i-ye:r o1,:. boy returned innediately to his camp
v,rith a load of food oni supplies prorricie d by the Indisn ."!gency, as relief for the

hard striken family. thc mothor lrir"Iric IIEZONI didd on christmas day anc her son

passed al,Iay shortly 3fter.
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L936
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New Yearls day 19% brought a ful_l church at n4ass in the rnornino hrr+
i t  also wiinessed. a fe'-, i dnrnks ir t.he erreni n" T"; 

"-;.;;-:r;;-;:,:: ' ; '6' 

vqv
This kind of behaviour has been

going on for many years anong thc l-ocal populat_lon. A portion of Catholics
publ-icl-y worshlpped God first in the rnorning and ended the day in brealcing Eis
comnandrBnts scandal-ousl-y. - Fathe r DESSY nade his first past;raf visit on Jan,
15 at the Rabbit-skin-River ca:np, and rvas accompan-ied by brother cossEJ,rN dri-
ving the dogs. In February, the Superior and the sane Biother started for Fort
Providence by dog teams but turneri back at Jean-ir,brie*R:iver, on accowrt of the
poor condition. of ESme of their Jogs. Shoruy after, both rrcrit by air to prov-
ilence anci r:turned"{he same I'ray et the end of the month. In the meantlme, the

.young Father I]ESSY had nade four l-isits at -"he lr-nil_e houses to give.refigious
instruction and teach ihe prayers to a nunber of persons and ctLil_dre n at the
camp.

Tn thosc days, i;)-re Brothers had to irnorov-ise as experts in many tasks on
the farm. Brother l/6dard LATREII-E, accordihg Lo lhe rerbrts, performed a veLe-
rinaqr operat,ion l-n January of ',,hat year. 'Ihe scene has been cafled I epic I ar-]d
the job a rsuccess!. Scenes of drunken'ress epl,cared to have increase.l inthe
srring, siJlce a number of cit,izens, inclu.ling vronelr, were put into ja-i}. A nu]r.
ber of lrhite people rvere invol-ved in the cas.s. - Conscious of his funotions of
guardiEi of christian norality, Father OATI{Y r,rho vras a man of no half-measures
warned his parishonre rs againsl the abus. cf in1;orricating liquors, on Sundqy
August 30. Scandal,ous disorder a-ns drinking occured again the next evening, tvhile
a publie dance rras being held 3'c the ltudsonrs Bay Conpany Comnurity Hcl1. Then
the priest r,,.rent to all resnonsi't'-Le authorities in the settl-ement and suggested
preventive measllres to avoid public desorder against Christien norality. A1l
aggreed to and promised lhe follovrings: 1.- No j-ntoxicating liquors shal-1 be
taken at the dance haL1. 2.- .il-] thosc granted a permlt for liquor shall not
drink any in publice and in public places. - ltrus, for a vrhile peace had been
restored to the cor,rnunity.

Brother L'16d:rd LATRLTLLII biu :3rc'.?uff to Si-npson on thc ]9th of SeptenF
bcr, being transfcrrcd io ForL Piovidoncc, after 15 Tears o-[ devotcd serviccs
at this ivlission. He had irorked unoer thc direction of three superiors during
the period of org:mization and l3ter on under the re gille of nevr machines and
modern equiprent. liorses I'rcre the r.ain poi;;or st1l1 in L936 ' ' rn early sunmert
Fleddie SfnbeSfOW came dovrn from lli'ort irlolson ',rith ! nctv horsos.

Jn ca.rlv October F:th"'r IA.TFY rn!. .;iroLher LESSAIID sail-cd to Fort Provi-
dence for a triduun to the pupi)-s of the Re sicientiaf School. Both returrlc)d to
Si:npson aboard the rrProvlclence ir on the 20th of Octobe;'irilh a l-oad oi frshesra-
rnidst storms 1nd ol.h.ci' broublcs. Thc priesl anl the Brolh.:r seem to have paired
very vrc1l in those days. 5ki11cd trsppcrs :nd hunters (at }easb by feme ) ttrey
conpeted in cleaning u-c thc yards frol,r rcvinE foxes ',.rho had becorne freindly
w"ilrh the dogs an,1- pigs. Incidi-ntJ.y, :1I thc pigs vrere butchered on tloventber l-6.
The reasons! first, be,gause blle ncl profit '.,1s not lvorth the exoenses; and ne;rb,
because thc pi3 sty ur.1s lclling itrto ruin.

During that ycar, the church bel-Is tolled 15 times for the funeral-s of
adults, r'rho passec ai'ray in their prime. Amongst thenl 11t88 lvlary GAUDET, at the age
^*' ar' --^^-^ ':'^-! "':tr^ of Theodore TRIi{DF,LL. T1(|o snall chil-dren had riie d aldo.u!  J .+  J  c4r  o t
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Horirever, the Pastor bfessed 6 marriages, all of thern concerned qith the corv€r-
sion of one partner or reintegration in the 6hurch. The Christnas fe stival-s
brought also tttuch satisfsction to the missionaries r,,rhcn the ch,-Lrch lras overcrou-
ded for thc llidnight :,lr.ss -'lrd the schoof peckcd for the concert ond lively party
by the children.

' I  e  ? ?

.'+i{Jt-)fiiJfigF)i

fn early 1937, Fathe r GATIIY performed the marriage of C. I{ANSEI,I to Edrta
SIBBESTOI{. In the course of the summer, two more vrere bfessed. 0n the ot}ter han,l
the Pastors rvere cal-led l-2 tines to conduc'b funerals, t:ut only 9 tine s to confer
Baptisn. Fatlnr F. LECOAT adninistercd hid first on October 6th for the regene-
ration of baby tlyi-.i1tted \ELLH{EWIi. T}re ireli. priest had arrived in Sirapson duri.ig
the sunmer only for a few months stay at iihe ifission. Ilis ]ast function'rras to
adnr-inister the Sacrament of jxbrene-Unction on Christrnas day.

By that tine, the Superiox had gone to Belgiun for a'lelf-deserved vaca-
tion and again Fathe r HOUSSAIS cane to assist the personnel. Father DESSY had
been transfered to Fort Liard then, but Blshop FAIIJ,I zlt had returned on lecem-
ber l_6th to assune the lunctions of Superior of the Sacred Heart lvii-ssion.

1937 vras nrarked by the instal-latlon of a porrer plant for supplylng elec-

tricity at the Hospital-, bhe }iission anr cther bulldi.ngs. It started op|9ratlon
in septenber, bringing a consirable i-'nprovenent in lighting conditions and also

in providing po',rer for util-ity serv-ices. - The farm had prowided only -one ton

of rneat thai fall an6 laiher iOUSSrffS haC bought 3O0O fishes. As ihe food sup-

plies were shorb for the needs of the rncreasing nunber of patientse.a l-@.d of

ieat loas hauled from Sibbeston Lake by Lours BISSOI'Ie pifotting the Missionrs

plane. - Cutting and savrring cord l'rood appeared- to have been a needed exercase

i""iot "a 
by Faihers feuvninn a-bd LECOAT "'rho did ffell on the job in the late

i.1t. p.ti,ui HgussAIS too, rn vrant of ptrysical training, did',,';el-l with Brother

C,OSSELIN as they compl.eted the r.4lork of the ve randa at the South end of the

Hospitr l .

1938
*xJce3(-x-tFii

A Pontifical High l'lass opened Lhe neir year 1938' Bishop FAT'LAr D per-

fomed the liturgical coi"root]y rathe r rare at rnost Llissions' Sadly enough' marly

catholics were aisent, remark;d Father HOUSSAIS. the Bishop erecte.d. new stations

of the Cross in the ivllssion r s chapel l-ater in Januarlr' Ilc pr€ache d ti€. annual

retreat to the Obfates and Grey l{uns in February, ancl on the 271'ht he honored

U"Uy nor".r"u IT,ARDI STY by conlerrrng on le: tl1 Sacrament of Baptism' Th.e fulils

of the st. ldargaret I s scirool Lrere h;nered by his fisit in Iliarch during rvhich a

i-st trought t-o evidence ihcir loror"rteage and ability' Ouring lhe H:ly. rifeek' the

Coadjutor presided at the cerenotie" ltith th" rites re sef,'v'ed to a Bishop' Tfie

*o"tt of lloy lrought the nelvs of his recal-l- to Fort Srj-th, and on- the. fjrst of

iune, eisnop I'ALLAI ZE nent by air to the Episcopal City, ending then his residen-

"u 
ri lott 3i-',,p"o,t. - After Lpen 

"vater, 
faine r IEUVFJER travelled up arrd do"''n

the L{ackenzie, perfornring pasioraj- duties nt various canps, partj-cularlJ' at ForL

ldrig1ey. - Father C.ATlty ieturncd from Bel-glu'n on &r1y 12 rewj-gorated ,and 
inspired

*ii[ .Lon zear. The pastor soon obserwed a fair attendance at the sunday ivlass t

but at the same time, ne- aefiorea d-rinking parties occasioned by dances 2nd causing
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fights, cries, yel-ls and^orgies.-The priest thundered on the folLor,.ilng Sunday
against such cisorder offencing christian norality and soclal pu."u. 6r, Mo.raiy
and the.following days, a nr:'ber of offenders apoiogized to ttreir pasior and
pronised a,re ndre nt. rager to inprove the spiritual yrel-fare of his ilock, l-athe r
GATIIY preached a retreat to the l-adies. 0n the Feasi of the Ir,rnacul-ate Concep_
tion he establishecl for then the society of l,r'otre-!a.ne. one of the Hospital sis*
ters ]^ras given the direction of the g:"oup due to rneet :_.1:. a v,reek. rUe-etings
vrere held fr om ti*ne to tijne ,.".ith sone bcnefit until the superior grorring iil
uzs conpelled to leave lort Sinpson.

The ning:ing of the church bel1 to announce a ceremony of Bapti-srn is rnen-
tioned for the ffirst tjlne in ;]nni] oi thet. rror? vrhen Laura 1rIfLE{EUVE n'as chris-
tened. (2) uncfe parrice-;; l;;;"df.;;;;,';;; paicl the one doft-ar fee for rhe
prirrilege, a usual practice in organized Catholic corununitlos. .- Arrnistiice day
brought to church for the cefcbration r,rost p: ople of the to',q"n, Singing was por-
fomed by a" group oi : : ren lncl-uding thosc of  Lhe R.C.I{ .P, and of thc R. C.S.C.,
v,rh:i1e the Superiof delivered, a befi'r,ting address.

.{1f vras not going v{efl horrevcr, bctr,'een the Pastor and a few characters
of the toum. In .Decenber, thc li.:;istrate .;ras faceC one doy by the priest and cer-
taix characters, The latter r''-ho l.nve been brough+. t,o court r,ray renember yet the
dishoner that cevered thelr guil-ty ano proucl heads. Ho,Jrev€ T there were bright
days in the l-ife of ti-re priest, .,rho brouglrt hno aciul-ls into the Church in those
nonths. - On the fam, tire Brcthers cleared norc land to increase the rnuch needed
acreage for o;:.ts, hay a-nd gr:lzinf, -fiel<is. In 1r-is spare tirne, Brother GOSSS,IN
cut and squal€d over 100 logs ior building a nclv stable. - For the rest of the
year, the cliary of the i.llission has not recorded anJ,-thing of nuch irnportance in
the operation and inaintenance of the establishrnent.

' r  o ? o

;i-)Fiii..,efJet,t
The auruaf reireat of the Oblates a.1ld Grey Nx,ns narks the beginning of

every year. In L939t it lvas preached b;r the Superior l,.ho ,ffent to Providence in
Merch for the same purpose. In April, he travelled to Jean-lfiarie-Rive r r'.tlere he
gavc religious instflrction to a sna fl- goup of Jndlan s. One asked to bc ieceivcd
into the Church and a baby uss conferred the Sacrament of Baptisn. In the mean-
time, Father I'EWIiIER continued his l-ong journeys and harci, travel-s along the
Iliackenzie River and down to Fort i/{rigl-ey, souri,ng t}re good seed. rrobhertr rr he

"^ good crop in later years. llD 4 - ! u r  " J r r d t t  f . i u E f  J E a r  J .

.in unusual evcnt marked that surruncr of I939g vrhen the -ipostolic Del-egate,
Ilgr. ANTONIUTTL rrisitcci fort Simpson. Tho rcprescnlativc of the HoIy !'athcr in
Canada addressed thc Cabholic population gatircrci in the church on july 28tht
whil-e Father FE'JIIRIER trs,nsfabdd the address in the Slary language. The Delegate
ad.dni s tere ci the S3cramcnb oi Confirmation to f5 childrcn and adul-ts.

191+0
J(-)9$$$e,sr)i

The Missj- on and ilospital pcrsonnef vras f ,,..vored vcith tht: . prolonged v-isit
of Bishop tsr€)-nat, in February 19L0, vrho oreached that year the amual retreat.
IatlE"s DESSY ar.l LECOAT cane fron Fort Liard for the occasion. Perhaps the Div-ine
Office vras recited ihcn ln connon for the first time by the !'athers during the
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retr€at. The practice has been continued since then. I-athe r GATlIr, who had been
il-l- for the past months, could not wei1 attend to qll his funsbions. Father A.
FjllYRrlRr a youn; pri-est, .:rnxj ous to overijf cna irjmself in the functions of both
pastor of soufs and adrri-nistrator, shared the responsabilltie s uith the Superior.
Fsther MOJSAN vras called from Hay Rivel', however, to assurne the fuaction ot Bur-
s.r.r in place of Father.!-EWRIER on July f9. By that tine, Fatber VACHER of Fort
Liard had recovered from his iilness ard returned to his Mission.

From tl&e to time, Iather MtOISAl,l acted as Superior vrhi-l-e Father Cd.llff
needed rest at the Hospital. A rneticulous adrrinj-stlator and recorder of the least
events, Father MIOISAN hacl noted in l9lro a crop of 150 s-dcks of.potatoes a:rd 28
of whcat. He observc d Lha.t bhe Tndian Agency had c:'opped on.ly lO and 10 sacks
respectively. In those years the cost o.f naintenance and operation of the Mission
and Hospital had reached {} 51000.00, plus an cqual amount 1n patrnent of. salaries
and for transportation costs. The restrictiol-rs imposed by the ltorld lltar i-npelled
the Ulissionaried to iely nore than befcre on focaf resources. Brothers COSSELIN
and LAPLANTB founcl 1n this situ,:tion an incitive to increase the raising of live-
stock and the cultivation of their fields. In the fai1" they bui:chered l+ cattle
which prorrided one ton of beef.

191 r1 .
iei*t€i+e€i-)+

The New Year brou:.h1, the nelvl,y consecrrteci Bishop J.ld. TROCELLIIR for

the arinual retreat on January 18t5" llc pl'ol-orlgocl his '/isit urtil the Bth of
Pebruary,

The Pestors of the Ildssron haci observed fot: some tine that nost Indians
living out in the bush -,verc coning to tot''"m nainly, ii no! exclusi'/e1yr- for busi-
tt""s 

"nd 
entertai:Inent purposes. They then rcturned '"o their canps ,.Tithout recei-

ving the sacranrents ana at-tehoing relj-gious seflrices. Iloreoverr thler li:sits to

the priest lvere mo.blvated nainl lr 
'Iry 

tenporal and material- interests. 0:I ihat ac-

couni, Father I6OISAN nade the remark that it had t5ence becomc more imperative

for the Missionaries to s:crifice themsclves in the scrv-ice of Goo' tlis renark

was ln sharp contrast vrith his obse::vai,ions t']at a l-3rge group of.Indians fron

Fort nae and Bear Lake visiting Simpson jn nid-i'[arch had efl receivod l{o}y Com-

murion. There vvcre l-5 mcn who hed ccine by d'ogr'eans '

Brather O. .LESSAI?I, vrno h:C bLrii-. conlinu'l a'r, bhc Hospital for sornc timet
grevr vrorse and vras edrninisl,ercd tl'e Sacrcn rnt of L:i:treme-Unction on l'{ay l1th.
The health of the Supcrior r,r&s not iflprove,1 i:ither. So boi:'h r',rcnt to Edaonton in
early July for meCicll care at thc Cicn()r3l ilospatsl" Unfortunately, 1:his rvas the

enC of Father GATT{I at Irort Si-tTrpson rftcr' 6 y,:trs of devoted labour es hcad of
the trlisslon. He .,;as li6 yecrs o1i1 thcn al.1 i,'as to coltj-nuc his apostolatc at Ye]-

lowlsdfe until 1952; when hL rras appoinl,ed Ch:p]ain of thc A:ir Force at' Goose
Bay, J,abrador. 4l-l- duties fcll then ou Fath:r Iffl/RIF,R'"','ho conducted a l'leek
retreat for the Indians during ti.rc sunncr. And on July lLth, he vrent dor'm to

i{rigle)'on the I'tissionis Boal ior thc siune purposo.

Ju f y l 3 th l vasadayo f j ub i l a t i . ona t i r hes t . l l a rga ru t t sHos l i t a l , t ha t
celebrated the 25 ),c ars oi its- fourd.rtion " Bishop TR0CSLIIER officieted at the

Pontiflcal High Mass of ihanksgirri-ngs, r'nci spokc of the gratitude .Cl", lo God for

the benefits [rante d the insti[ution Auring lhose -,'er.rs. He rcninde d the pooplc
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of sinpson of-th€ir duti-es of gratitude to'ards the Hospital personnel and urge d
ilen to pray for continued blessings. fncidenu-y, r take nuch satisfaction at the
:!1"C11 ?f Lo"i1€_ been _pre_sent at i;!e cerenony lh"r,, as a v-isitor, and I lookI orarard to the Golden Jubilee in i966t rnith the hope of joining alain w_ith thepopulr.tion of Simps on for the cefebration.

The ncw Superior, Father Jos. TUPCOTTE arrired thTee l.reeks later, on Aug.
2ndr on the Distributoq to assume his functions. He was 11[ years olo ani naa t7
years of service in thc lvlackenzie. ilis first lf years. ilere spent among the sl_ave
fnCians of Siinpson anci Liard. He r,ras assistod by l.athers MOISAI,I and IEIJVRiER.

Al-1 three l"athe:"s rrere proficient in the srarry language, '.r'h e the supe-
rior had the advantage of belng proficient also in the Drglieh langlage. pecul_iar-
l-y enough, the new Pastor nade his first sermon in tryench on August 3rd. Ev-jden-
t1y, the largest group of persons at tlras s 1'ras the Brothers. Sisters and others
who understood that langage, whi.ie no:; Indians nere out irn the burh then, and
only a felv natives i,rere in attendanc-- et church.

As I dravi attention to the use of languages 1n the church, I deen it
timely bo recall .r -few pri-nciples iri thj-s rnatter, 'Ihe nind and practice of the
Cathclic Chur':h irr instrrret,i n,r her rnenhe r"s rnd i n the ninistry, is to nake use
of the -. ernacu.s-r lanquoges. 1}e : -..-,:on need not be expl-alne d, except
to say tha l; the cr.angel:.zation in ,lnc o1,T,,s t,ongue -is a prior right to every
people, el'en '.hough 'Jh?y nr3y unctcrs'.enC r:'.c lher language nore urrilersally used

in thr;. nidrt. 0n Lhe other l,and, i: 1t.c.'.h.:1 nclre thl.n one vernacul-ar fanguage
is used by th^ nunbers or' Lhe J r"rlc j.;.isio:r r-' ch.:rch, Uhen thc nind end practice
of the Cathol .: Church is to rrs, p-l-l- of ',]lcn, ir1 all '.hat pertains to religion.
Such are: rcliqicur jnstruclions, Cstechj.sm Lcss.,ns, prayers and h1mns, the ed-
ninistration cf ce:'t ' in SacrarcntE o:: part o-i ;he :. 

-tlon-over, 
il is e Intter of

conmon sense, that a.:ternative use o: lhe l"ernecu-lar lenguages be ciirected by
the number of the ri.lpective group .'rn alteni:nc': at r€ligious instructions or

services. Again, eJ-tornalive use n:.1 bl duri:3-,:,he sai-1e service or consecutlvely.

For instance, if and lrhen Sfave Ind.an.: lorn 2f ) cf the attendance at I{ass on
Srrndaw for  p ne- . io .  n f  ' -nr thc ^? - -1^. . : .  -  " " i  r "  1 '  bLr  Oi  inst - t to t ions Shouf-d beq  P r  . , v u

made in Sla\x| Iangu3ge on the 5;11s ;ri,rda.-I or on aj-ternat-J-ve Sundays. The census
of the 0atholic poprtation in those J'eelir sholvs th:t the locaf nraioritl/ 1'ras of
nr:ixe d and French origin. It sho'irs a-lso, Llut those uhose vernacular language lvas
English, wec'c jr r. very small prollorbjon, even though '',hat h nguage iras in use
oc-asionally bi' portion of peopfe ol j,:: oiher lcngriages. AI1 those factors
h1d to be taken in co'rsideration bl' '( l,t:.ion:ries in the pastorrl duties' they
di-d afternatc the Slavl'ancl Irench l:ngutr-''s, rvhen those ,Lrnguages 'rerc 1oca]1y
in predoninrnce.

In the early LO's, uith '"he i.rui:gr:l"tion of whites and an increase in the
lear[ing oi .Eng]ilL, l-./ thc locel p-ople, it be ca:nc i.nper"tive to give a large :-

place to the lat+-."-' in the pastoral- fuictlons. T.nerefore, l'-ather IURCOTTE gave
iris second seTnon j-n Ergli-sh, while Fatle r FE{I'nJER spoke in Slavy on the fol-l-or-

ir: sunday. Accurate inforrnation on r;he use of the vernacular languages by the
pastors ara not av:,il,ab1c to justify tlc rffirnetj o;r ihat they have always and
it a]-l- tirne s respected the nr:ind and the practj-ce of thelr Church in th8,t rEtter.
There is enough, however, to believe thut gerlcral.'-y speaki:rg, they havo rnde use
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of the alternative nethod in proporrion to the l-ocaf popuJation. In ihe early
centurJr of the }fission, emphasi:s had been placed on the use of Sl-avy ard trlench
because 1t was then the language of i:'he predoninant Catholic population. In
the late century, enphasis hac been placed on English aJld Slavy, because they
had becone gradually the langua3e of the then predorlinant populatlon, or at
least pre dominantl-y ln use locally by Catholics vrho took rel-igious instruction
or attended religiorrs services. ,tdle the lrench language has been relegated
today to the last pface by the pastors, 1t should be borne in nind that at the
beginning and long after the f oundatior.'. of the Sacled Heart ltii-ssion, the nucleus
of the infant church v,'as formed of rnembers of rrench descent and nrixe d blood.
so were the BEAIILIEI$ I{ARCILLAIS, ROBILLARDS, I,AVIOLETTES, HoULES et _the tj.me

of Fathe rs C,ROI;LIHI, GASCON and GROUARD. Thence the GAUDET', LEPINS \rrILENEIIVES

and others ai the time of Fathers DEIGRANGUE, BROCHU ancl vacHIR. Later on the

LAFFERT$, LA},{OUREU{, PERRAULTS and o-i;hers ' Thc-Y 'orcte t'hoso who hel'oe d the priests

in the learning of Starry and vrriLing of dictionar:ies, gra.nmarr prayer book,

catechisn, hynnaf book and the Holy Bible" They and their pestors c_ontributed

in this manne r to the preseTvatiorr of the Indian '',ongue. As the unglish language

is taking an increasing inrportance in the religious instrlctions and servises

on the I;fand during that decade, it should not be overl-ooked that tbe ysstors

of the Sacred Heart 1.6_ssion rna-i nlaine rl the alterriative use of the vernacufar

l anguages inp ropo r t i ono . f t r | c r cspec t i veg roupso f thc loca ] .Ca tho l i cpopu la -
+.i..)n- i.hAt sousht relislous instructions and attended religious senrices' In_
tacti tne ChurJh does not and should rrot make any bhing to hasten-ihe dispari-

tion of the Indi3n language, and eny cther vcrnacul-ar language of :rny of l]er

mernbers.

In the course of 191-rl-, Fathcr FEUII?]ER v-isited all the canps along the

Mckenzie Rircr bet!rcen lrrrigiey a.Irti Tlouj: Fiver, "l'hose np the iiard River and

also thc fanilies acro"s Sj-ipstn, particul-arly tho MTODESTI"g who renembcr yet

his nany pastoral visits in Gcemuer of that Jrear' At the rLfssion' Fath€r TUR-

CO11E l6ing ocqin:r,to C irith thc adrinistrativc f,nc bi-ons, prcached the nonthly

re t r ca ts . ;nd inac td i t i on .bo thc l j as l ] o ra l r i u t i cs ,hegav r :a l rand to the .B1 .o thc rs
in various rnanual labours. On Scptenber fjrsi, he does a share in the thrashing

of 1?6 sacks of oats and lj of l.,rireat " 
Hc fixcs the playgrould for thc children

and paints their school. In I'Jovenbc r, th: Superi.or helps Brothcr CUIEYS cutting

ice in tne snyc. Brothcr C. CLAEYS, :r na+'ive of Belgiun, had comc to Sinpson

in August and lr:s givcn the task oi ouiting thc sr:pplie s of lrood and also other

functions on thij i-3nn as rvcll as iir i,hc op-::ati,on ol- thc ivlissionts instj-tutions '

The 39-year old Blotlrer v,rho hlrf , 1/Ijry good cducation h:cl becn in thc North for

it y.oi, spent nostly on ihc const. lrotil"t GOSSI:In t"as thcn charged';rith the

car; of *a"iines, elcctric plant, r'ct'rigcr3.toas, etc' * Brothcr 1AP1ANTE had the

carc of the livestoci{ atta 5b rtens' IYon Octobcr o-f bhat ycar }91+11 he sat dot"rn

*itkirrg the covrs to rcl-j,eve the )isti;rs of 'ohat job" on account of the exacting

work at the Hospit1l.

] - 9 l r 2 .
)bY-'"r')e(ie+)iJl

In the ea::ly year l)+2, thc Superior mrcic: attcmpts to rcrrivc the fitur-

gicat chant in the ciri:rch. lic rnivcf g]c org:rn l'rcn thc tri-bunc to the nave, rnd

!r". t rr" school chifdren a largc1 plrL in singing at Mcss and Beneilictions.

obhers jorned il, anc! on lebruiry ist, I'or instaice, a solo lras sqc 9y 
+"he 2Lr-

vear old iaric-Rose L/LFFERfi:rt itr" Surday 1'f-ss" The Tcm',rk was nrade 1n .tpril



that the chant was rvery goodr urder the direction of sister I,.A,?ALIdE. The pastorhad then introduced the rrstatlons of the Crosst' dr:ring ient and- iiaigurated therri{o1y iloqltt on the eve of the First Friday of the nonth. (j)

1\'rro erdnent visitors came to simpson that ;-:;r f9lr2. Reu. Fathe r A. nnq-
NOYER, delegate of the Rev. Father Geneial, and nievl Mother GAl,LAllT, Superi-or
ceneral of the Grey j\Tuns, arrived on June 2zth, aboard the }iissionr; Boan rharr

'rel€ acconpanied by Bishops BRtrTlrlAT and TROCF,LL1m. Their visj.t vras 
"*tL"j'ur"ijncolebration cf th; colden Jubilee of priesth-od of the vica! apostoii- ii";lp 

**

Brevnat.

In the summer, two venerable nissionaries bicl. fare'uvel-} to their hri-sslon.
Fathe r VACHffi, vrhose health had not inprovecl since the nonth of June, uras for-
ced to leave for Fort Sririth on Ju.Ly 15th and thence lrent to ldmonton where he
died, at the age of 'l) years, in the 25th of August. ,I forrner Supcrior of the
Sacred Heart i'iission frorL f9OJ bo i91f, Father VACIIER had at different tj_me s
worked at Fort Si:nps on for sorne years. - Father XriOISAll:,ras called at Fort ltov-
idence in October Lo replace 'uhe Superior, trather J.L. Xf,CHE,. His leave marle
it necessary to discontinue the B olclock l/ass on Sunday, atd brought l-ather
FE{ffR"IER back in nis function of bursar. -

Brothcr LAFIANTE rcporteci Lhab year tlrc proouclion of 6tto }bs of buttcr
from thc mil-k of hli J s6'v5. Thcy hed given an a1'(- rr.€le of 10 gallons of mi.Lk
in the sunnner rnonths, an.1 6 in the L,'intc:'. llhe 50 hens laid 20 eggs per day in
April,. Broirher Ci-.rrEIS nadc a vood rol-ler icr +"he so1,'red fields and assistcd Bro-
ther GOSSELIN in bull ding a 2-r:h,cf rr:r.:1.r. ;lh:n ht dcpart,cd for -iklarik on
June 29thr he cou-lo boact of th. U0 cord; oi rvoo,r. ar.i 350 l-o:ds oI lunt cr lying
in the ldissionrs 1'ard, as vre]-l a6 of the 350 cords of vrood piled at the lrood
canp. Brothcr LESSARD, rirho had just rcturned from Ednonton, took charge of the
electric polrer plant thcn, and,.r:rs busy rnaking cupboards, drav'.ers and other
woo d-uror){ing chore s,,

Con-,laints r,-qer€ m:.de by thi iocel citi-zci]s rirring the suurEr that the
cows and horses werc clolng damagc to their properbl'. 'fhe Superior then rrrith the
adrricc of his staff Cocicied to butcher a nunber of cattlc anci f,ence the others.
The massacre lvas carrj-ed oui on ihe f8*"h of Octob.r. Thc remainirig ! cattle and
the 5 horscs ha.4 hcnceforbh to b- srLisfird to grtz.. rnJ sklp in i:,hcir o'm ficlds.

19L3.
.)eFr9uiJ(-x+{'ri

-q.n innovation hact bocn introduccd in 191+J, r'rhcn a priest frotn toutsidet
cane to p"each thc rnnuaf rctreat to thc 0bfate s and Grey I'iuns. Fathc r lJ. IIANEAU
of Cap-de-Ia-Uiadeleine, Qu5bec, arrivc I at Si.'npsoil on February 12. Fathe r FEU-
l,ryJm drove him b;' Logs r'rorn th" xil'port. Bcsid" s biing a pr\-achdr, Flthdr NA-
DEAU was 3 rritt;r rf oooks :nd r prolific sons composcr. His stay at the i.'lssion
was then a comfortlng ancl plcasant cvent for both c ommunitie s, and also for tk;
people of Sirnpson',rhrb have nct hin. Iather LECOAT hal come for the retrcat, but
misscd it as he ar:ivcd too l-a't,:. Traaclling by dogs afong the newly built l'JTlcr-
ican rocd, thc Fo:t Liard ir;issionrry fril'C to sce !-3thcr IGDE{U :ib the airporb
on the 27thr as h: alraiteii therc to takc off.
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A former Superior of the Sacred Heart Mission dj_ed et Fort Snith on
il4arch loth of that year. A solenrn Requiem iviass for the repose of his soirl was
cel.ebrated in ihe church aad attended. by a large crowd. Father G0llI had been a
ve r-v active rrrorker and',rell- loved priest durlng the period of the organization
of the Mission. The ohurch buil-t under his dlrection in ]-923 remains as a meraorial
of his devoted serv-ices to the people of Fort Sinpson.

The Superior, Fatle l TURCOTTE, r'rho appears to be rurafraid of changes in
the interests of the i{ission and of his flock, introduced slight innovations in
the religious senrices iiluring the month o-[ - jay. The ]-itanies of the Blessed [/in-
gin liary were said instea I of the customary spiritual reading. The prayers rlrere
saiC in Slavy eve ry clay, rihil^ Irench ard trrglish ir.ere irsed alternativel-y. In
l,hy also lras inlti-ated the taking of llhe colfecirion at lass on Suaday: a prac-
tice continued ever since. It had been accasioned by the presence at lvlass of d
nu.nber of American 

.solll,iers 
of the U.S.A. arrqy, stationed at Fort Sirpson since

Lhe previcus fall.

The wedding be1l tolled for Baptiste Ge ZON alld Alphonsi-nc I/IEACRXIII i"ho
married in the Sisier t s Chapel on Sunrl:y Juhe 6th. Tt ''J',j-as a doubl-e cerenorllrt
since David ivtrCHL,]L rvedded lliarguerito ANTOII\E at the sane tfule. A High lrtlass vras
srrnS for the newll''Li€cls. - Thc tol-l,ing bclf cafled that year also for the funerals
of many parishonners. lkenty-three of them had died of influenza that spread
everXrwhere. The l,A!-FEFtTYs, GAZONS and lllciilffi]lANs lvere inost afflicted. The Superior
and Father FEUYRIER overspent ihemselves over the spiritual- care oi the sickt
t,he cf"ing xnd thc dcad. Holrp'".er, .'rlten the itu quieted ciollrl r the Pastors observed
rvith sorron' a resurgent brei'ring and drinking arnong their fLock. It lras such on
the last day of the year, that no Indian rras fit or available for ldass on New
Yearts day. The priest must have recalled then the vrords spoken by Father I',tOIx
SAI'I when his people offended thc Christian 1a1rs' trlet us sacrifice ourselves for
them, b1; serving God bctter.rr

There !'ras sor4ething nc',,r on the farrn riuring l9lr3. Brother GOSSELII{ received
his first horse-drar':t cultivator .'nd Brother LESS.'I*UI put in ope"ation the fi-rst
'r.,d6 u6f'j d6e.+^? r,h ,lllis-Chaher farn tlactor '.ras bought f"on ivir. C. IIANSEN.r 4 r  5 e  r  s l r  ! 6 s

The nachines repl-4g1d t,i:o horscsr onc shippe d to r"ort Siith a-nd the other to Fort
Providence, bec.ause of shortoge of feed. Iathc r IURCOTTE ecquired also a boat
which was call-ed 'tDucot . Hc scl'Vc,-L a; captain and engineer for boat rides to tha
pe rsdrinel of thc i{ospital- ancl school children. In october, the superior put into
operation one of his pet projects: ]]anely the installation of a siphon syster0
f-or dispo,sal of the sevragL lvai,er into the lilackenzie River. 1[e l-earn again fron
the diaiy'thrat. Brother LESSARD 'r€.s kcpt busy then r:-ith his pet job of building
more and- roore cupboards anil clrar"rers. lfith the condng of the Chlcistnas holidays,
c&'ne the annual conccrb at thc school. the pupils r',erc givcn a test by Dr. TRUE$,(
DELI acting as chainnan forLhe ewnt and r,rho congratul-at€d siste? s.fl-Ri,sIN for
thei-r progress. Hov,tctiqrr thc Supcrior rcmarked that, unfortunatly, a lew chil-
dren had rnissed sehool more ofter; than their turn, caueing rnrch harm. to thcn-

solves and to the v,rholc closs. - Father nnCOTTE rras al-one then for the pastoral-

duiic s at christnase !'ather FHJVRIER bcing ilt Fort ririglcy. He noted i.n thc
di.ary the bcneficiri influcncc of a Catholic manager at thc Bay and of his farri-

ly" as he obscrved thcir good cxcnplary lifc-
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1911.
Jes+-)i-)er+(Ji

^  h ^ *  1 . ! 6 ,  h r i  d 6 +rlrr\rurler p_L r-si, u fron Qu6bec, Iather R. LAFT.EUR, preached the annual-
retTeat in early 191+ir. tle lucl been actlng temporarify as Bursar of afl the ldis-
s j.on in the rlbckenzie f or the past trro years. BishopJ BREIMT .and TB,oClir,IER
pald their annuaf visit in Jul;r. It lras the fast officiaf fi:nction ]rerfome d
at For t simpson by the vicar Apostolic of idackenzie, yrho resigned. 1n favour of
hls Coadjutor and returned to his native France for retiberneni.

[ " 7 " r h  o y ^ a r + -  t , F  E r  \ /  u l l ' l r ' F n l l  a , i  F i  + ^ , - ]  ^ . , r

lnAm'y -tested the soil- strata of the Island. Dr. A. iriOORE inspected the St.
ivlargaret t s School- and investigated the educational conditions in the Settlenent.
Dr. iii,rHERRnTT inspeclred the St. I'hrgaret rs Hospital. Both exp:essed thej-r satis-
faction and thanks for the cordial- reception. In August, Capt. SEPpALA inspec-
teci the llad:io Signals Trhil-e lilr. HOI,MAN, Superintendent of the Forestry Depart-
nent l','as busy vrith his professional affairs. A1l lnspections, survejrs arrd tests
'were only preparatory work for the next yea.r, in vievr of further re search and
projects i-n and around the Settl-encnt.

Brother l,APT,Al'lTE saif c.'.L aboarcl the Sant rAnna on Jul-y 17th for a vacation
in Qu6bec. Father BEZAIIMERe who had been :i-11 at Fort Liard for some ti-rne, carne
to the St. l,;argaret ts llospita] on Scptenber 23rd in rluest of roedical relief and
to assist the lone Superior. Incidently, Father TURCOTTE lvas vrorried about his
flock: Only three persons ';c-re presenL at r,€.ss on Sunda;' June lrd; at Christnas,
very fevr peopfc canL for thc f.act; he had burricd 17 parishonrcrs during the
year. In reaciing the ciiary oI the oecrcd Hcart ;llssion, onc canll, help bear in
mind, the plaintive l'rords oi the l,ord over the city of Jerusa.lem, caying: rrHonr
oftcn would f have gathereJ thy chiflr(n LoJcthcr, but you v;ould not.'r (lr)

'1 0 I ,  (  ,

J{J|Jije,egf.)ei

The year 19115 opencd unrler rathcr sad auspiees as a tea-party
for the peopfe at the H.B.C. during the ce febration of the Nelv Yearls
practicc shourc d l-ittl-c rcspcct Ly Catholics for r lcast of obligation
busj-ness rpn l-ackj-nj'j sense of dut-" to"rrds tficir customers.

rras hel-d
ivlass. The

ilor,ve!€ r, nornal- l-ife continucd at the i,iiission. 0n January 7, the Oblates
and Grey .'truns ffent -n retrcat pr-achcd hl. Fatle r Dfl,AL/1.-{DE, ntssionaql at Cop-
penn:ine. on the 25th, Father FlllJVRIffi put on his sno.r,rshoes for a 3-week visii
at i',Irigley. In Apri1, he rocle to the Head-of-the-1ine for a 10-day trip. i^rfter
the open water, the rovlng ndssionary sailed dovm again to .lrigley. He ltas back
in July.to replace Fathcr BEZ{NIIER rn the t€achins of i group of ci:-ildren for
their first corununion. Father BEZAINIER lYas thcn in charge of the spiritual care
of the i{ospital patrents. I'hc orieat irho macie occasionnal- visits to thc l-oca.l-
f anrilie s had remarked that his charitabfc edv-j.ccs to a number of tlicm neglecting
gr].vel-y thcir ChTisbien dulic:, !'IJr- lrujtLcss ?nl of no avail. In other fields
Fathcr BEZAI\INIER has madc hrnsulf a rcFut,ation in snaring rabbitsr -*rhose meat
delightcC thc Hospital paLi.nts. fn nc.d o-t physical uxcrcise, the aging pricst
enjoSred worki-ng occasionally irith tht BroihLrs. 'Ihe Superior, too, took time off
f or ploughing, d:erng and so',.i,n3 thc ficlds. In ,lpril- of that y.iar, Brothers
GOSSILIN end LESSAR! d;epenod thc Hospital l,rat€ r l'rcll by ! feet to j.nsure thc
incrcasinp need of thc serv'ices. Broth.r GOSSELfN rrras thc victirn of an accident
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that caused serious infrarnation to thc cyes and forced h-im to leave for Ednon-
ton on the 13th of lday. Brother LESSARD was then left afone .lrith the faithful
Pat \rILIE\EIIVE for ai_1 the nanua] work durilg the spring. Brother Gosselin
re turned towards the end of llay, 1rhile Brother LAPLANTE ended a year vacation
on the 6th of Jul-1'. In Lheir snare timc, lrhe Brothers built a shack along the
raod to the snye 1ro acconmodate picnickerrs of the Mission arrd Hospital, and
the School chil lren.

Several- workers and visitbrs again invaded the Isl_and throughout tlre
summer, in search of opportunities for the development of the Country. fn June
j"t was Dr. ROBINSON, Goverrnnent Geographer, l,rho took residence at the lqission.
Four Gov€ rnnent emplcyees afso l,rere given hospitality at the }iospital-, vfti1e they
explorcd the rapids near Gleen Isla4cir. July 12th brought Dr. FALKONI{R, sent by
the leparbrent of health, for another inspection at the Hospital-. A',reek l-at€r,
ihe .Anbassador of FYance, his lrife and Caughter arrj-ved for a-day visit. Three
other Officials and a news reporter accompanied the Anbassador. - AJnong other
visitors were Father C. GILLES of Fort Srnith, the new Bursar of all- the l,b,cken-
zie I'iissions. Doctor TRUISDELI, displaye ci lErious activities thxoughout the season
in acquainting the !-isitors rrith the problens of the North, -rrhile the Superior
rvas no l-ess active in submittin; hi; vietvs and thos of his peoplc concerxing
the probfems and projeclrs under consideration by llhe Gcverrurent Officia-ls.
Father. TURCOT?E sail-ed aboard tire Sant rAnna on August' 16th for a 9 month- visit
to his fanily, and r,ras re;laced b* Fatl.er 3EZAIJNIER as head of thc.l,ission.
fn the fal-J", only lrZ slrcks oi grain licre hlrvcsted conpared to 170 the prev-ious
year, due to daroage done by the grasshoppers. 25 l-oads of hay lvere halwestcd
compared io 60 in f9Llt.

Tcr$ards the end of thc year, Fai,her BEZaltlNIEn qualifi ei. as rsadr the smalf
attendance at the Sunday ivrass. [here r,rerc only ]0 persons, i-ncluding children at
the lviid::ight idass at christnas. 01 Nelv fearls day a1so, on\r a fevr h'ere present.
Ttrc pastor has reccrded also that a father and his son, tvho had come to tov'rn
for the fe stival, faileo to fullfil t'heir Catholic Cuties.

191+6 .
*-xJt*Jeg-x-Jl

Fathe r v. PHILIPPI arrived in lobruary to preach the 19L6 snnuaJ- betreat,
rrhile Father FEUVRIm preached e triduum shortly after to the employees of thc

Hospital. Oee had to bb an intimate of that nrissionaty to be auare of his tafent
j_n nmsic. Holyever, in tr{ayo it ,'ras rnade public l,rhen hc acted a5 arganist in tho

church during the 
- 
absence of sister SAFASIN, and until- the rr:turn of Father lIlR-

C0TTE on the 26th. In scptenbcr, Brollhcr LESSAi' discontinuc d cieQently vfolk
because of il-l hcalth but took charge of +,he poultry house fron PATRICE '/rho l'ras

given carc of thc cor,vs th;n. - 3OO0 fishes i"ien.) brought by the SANGIIINS on thci1l

return frorn sfave Lake in october. As those provisions wcre lnsu.fficient for t'le

iospital needs, Fatlr r I'trlIVRInR lcft by riogs for Fisb iake in Nolrenber to arrange

for norc fish and rneat ' Back honc on the lJ+th, the pri-est took a veck rest and

starbed for anothcr trip to Trcut Lakc for a trvo-r'ruck pastoral visii: to the In-

dians. Anct on l;ccenber !tn, no assistcd the pilob luuling e loacl- of fish and lr

tons of moose and caribou ncct from !-ish Lake.

By that timc, i,,cv. Fatber sllltRUROT hatl arrivcd to prcach thu annual rctreat

to the two corrnunitics. Fathe r BEZAI'lNIEtrl, ffho had bcen lll- for sone tjlrc was flovrn
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to Edrnonton on December 2fst and rii_ed three
The Rev. Father had spept nuch o_f his life
a few years at Rae anc Resolution.

days later at the age of 6l+ years.
anong the Slave fnd:ians, except for

rn the course of the surnmer rp!6, nore inspections ancl v-isits were raade
by exoerts and Gove rnrnent officials. An Agrononist was appointed to the direc-
tion of the Fann or,rmed by the rndian Agency. Agrlculture- bfficial-, r,ir. DUNSToN
of Obtawa, expressed amazanent at the fine gardens seen on the Isiand. The
School Inspector nade an over-scrupulous investigation of the educational con-
dilions at the St. lllargaret I s Schoof. - The Superior, a ljrogressive nan 1n
several fie}1s, vlevre ci i,iiir satisfactlon the inconr-ing developre nt iri Fort sfur-
pson, and obserl'ed r.l:ith more satisfaction yet the large numbe r of his parish-
orErs receiving Holy Communlon it OlLrislnas.

191 r7 .
iet)(+Jgi+.r,ei

The ldew Year opene,:i ulder'vl're sa"ne encouragi-ng auspices, as a J-arge
nurnbe r attenderl ltlass. Father FEIIVRIF,R started shortl;; aJter in search of souls

at Fort ,,irigl-ey, and of^neai; in the surrounding area. A lo:d od nieat was haul-ed
on February Bth, and i,rhen the prlest returned to Sinpson on llarch !th, exhaus*
ted and vrith an emaciated face, he felt happy over the results of his work. .{
rreek l-ater, he lvs5 ten the gor again for a lrisit to Rabbit-Skin-Itiver. lhose who
have igtcr,,r'n him then bear r,;itness that his travels vuere no fun but allrrays produce d
qpiritual benefits. # Travelling for Christrt must hase been his l\/iotto.

0n the Isl-and, the Feast of Easte r on April 6, brought a fu-l-l church in-
cluding a nurnber of Protest:nts. But apparently, thc llcly Spirit quit bfowing
his good inspirations in later nonths. the Pastor renarked again a decline 1n
the attendance at religlous services and said: trlet us pray in the hope that
God vrilJ. grant his foll-overs the grace to understend their dutie s better.rl
During the nonths of i,ay end JunJ, r. ferr persons only follor,red thc rcl1gious
devotions.

The tirne had corne then for Brother LESSARD to take a Lqronth .racation.
fn his absence, the 100 chioks hc had orrjered arrived by air fron ]ji&ronton on
Wy 5* to inaugurate thc neLhod of chanjing the yoarl-y .flock of hens. For Bro-
ther I,APLANTE thc ti-ne crmc on .nay 28th for anothe.r confinenent at the l{ospital.
Having ove rwor'l<e d hi-nrself at the lrood canp :nd Ilansen r s saw-fi:ille thre 33-year
ol-d Brother l'ras affl-icted rvith rhr.r-.natisn r,rhich f orced him to Leave on June 2L
for an Edr.ronton Hospital. A J-ireek ',,rea.trent brought hi:n no aparent i-roprovement.

19[7 was marked by the arrival of lir. J. cIiBtrJ, on April 20, to head
and organlze an ixperimantal Fanr on the Isfand. A University Graduate in science
and agriculture, the Goverrur3nt olficial took charge of the Tndi.aJl Agency I s Farn
under the authority of the irc deral- uepartnr:nt of Agriculture. Thc spccific pur-
poso of the Superintondent w".s to carrl' on scicntific e4peri-nents il horticulture,
aviculture and in othcr agricultural aotivitles. L[rs GIIBEY assisted her husband
in office work. Since thcn thc Farm has collected ald recorded rral-uabl-e scienti-
fic infornations. A sunnary h:rs bccn publ1sh,.d by the Supcrintendent in 1957 (6)

In
BUD AI,T,EY

Jul-y of that ycar, Simpson h:Ld lost an old-tj,ner €,nd businessrnan, ]!{r.
who sold out eftcr 20 years of trading on the fsland. In 1928 he had
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leased lots lr2, l1lr o,med by the Mission, and built on them later on a resid-
ence, a store and wharehouse which ltere bougirt b}' the .Lrission in 191+7. In earLy
sulmer, a 7-ton refrigerator obtained from the airport and operated by a gazoline
en$il was installed j,n one of the HospitaL department. - In later summer, the
Superior bought trvo horses at the cost of lj 150 frorn ivlr. Bert. NEALEN,,rho had
brought'then dom from Fort Nel-son. - Eive buffal-cs kil-l-ed at Fort Snr-ith were taken
to Si::rpson on October lst, as a new source of meat supplies for the llospital.
It prove d rinsatisfactory in fater yeaJ0, since the inferior quality of that neat
couLd not be comparecl'. ith imporr,ed frozer: beef.

The 20 years o-f Brother GOSSS,II,I t s servi-ce at the Sacred Heart i/ission
came to :n end on October 22nd as he departid for iort Providence. Thc ll-year
old Brother Coadjutor rvho had ovr:rspent hirself since !927 left behind hin the
reputation of a hard and efficient rvorker in addi-tion of being a good and reli-
gibus nran. - Brother ll/i. I,.A]]@UE arrived on Octobcr l-?th to take his pl-ace. A
si<iltea man on the eve of his fourties, ihe Brother irndertook in Novemb€ I the
overhaufing arnd repairing of nachines, notors and instrunents of al-l sorts. O:
the 20th, he vras seen on the schoof Sror.nd building a sl-ide for the children.
TV[o ureeks 1ater, he instalfed an elecbrlc motor to operate the water pup in t]rc
well to replace the culbersorne gazolinc notor.

A young Belgian priest, Iather .{ndr6 vERfulAUT, cane on lecenber ! to relieve

the Superior ot so*" of his functionsi. Iather FEUVRIER vouf-d be fr€e then to

spend rnore tirne in the sen-ice of L!'rigley and sulrounding camps. Father VERMAUT

revealed artisiic qual-ities 1'rhen he organized and conducted a patty on Lecer cer

16th, in honor of ihe Sr:perior, to celebrale his SOth birthday. - The year ended

as ii had startel vrith a largc nuLrber c'I parishoners attending l,iass at christnas

ar.}d approachi-ng thc Hollr labie. During thc fc stival-s, Father TURCoTTE slio''"red

sileni'fil-ms for thu putli" it1 the St. l/argaret I s Schoof antl to the ilos,it:{
patients. on J,muxry 9trt, ne preaclied the annual retreat to both corunu[itie s

.rrd th"t"u on the 2lst, he stirted on a tour of other retreats ln the Vicariate
be giruring at Forb rYoviclencc. i.f,ving cornleled 3 o-year term.as Sr"rperi,or of the

Mi.Jsion, 
"he 

was appointed clirector et Foit ftlcliurray. Thus ended tlre I! yoars of

his acti..rities arrong the Slave s of Sinpson, !'6igl-cy, Liard, Nclson a,nd Prov-i-

The acting Supcrior, Iather I'EIIVFIER soon real-lzed that the people of

Simpson had not icacired yui ttu sunnr-it of spinitual perf€ction A cl.ss of idl-e

,'""iau.rt" roving around the Hospital at nigirt and clisturbing the peace of jthe

patiebts caused"the Fastor sonc r-rcrries" Thrbse idle yourlg nen seldon. realized

thrt th"it d:isturbing behaviour often Tcsu-ltcd in the disnissal hlr thc llospital

authorities, of one or other glrl erLp$rec'"rho be can:rr- thc object of nasty lovo

rir.it". - i{eanr",'ld1e, Father iBUirRIIft trgani-ze d an airlift to Fish Lake and

Sibbeston Lake for t',;o Loads cf frshes that cost 1| BO :nd J2 rcspectivolyrt. hlch

he said,  nras l too cost lYr .

19LB
+ta:&),i,111#d*

i,ledcLings aPPeared to lravc becn alrua.ly a norrclty in Eort Sir'rps on in 19LB '

sOsSIE, who.,-'icrLr naffic d on March 29th in the sacred
a l:rrei cror,,.d for lrhc ctremony performe d by latherC€orge tr'lLLEliEIiVE ':ud Coli-nc

Heafb churchr have attraclrcd
FEU],RIm. In thc even-ing, 3
pcrfomance of cot'r-boY :ong:,

larty lr,.as hcfd in thcir honor. Loca:l artists gavc a
and music.
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_ After open rrater, rather FEiIVRfnR went dolrrn to his Mission at Fort iifri-
gJ:I *i*h 

P.olh:l Ln ROQUE vrho rnas to do some repair work at the house, for two
weeks. back at. si-npson, the acting superior presided at a first 

"o*oni-or "".u-mony on. Jxne erth, and perfonned tvro other nar'iages. At the end of the moni,h,
he presided at the distribuiion of prizes at the st. iviargaret rs school. By that
tLne, Brother LA-R@lrE rvas cafled to ano bher Mission a.nd l-eft Fort simpson. He
was replaced shortly after by Brother KOR.pU, of Fort Rae. Ihe ailing Father MOI_
sAN c&ne frorn Providence to take up residence at the i{ospital- for rnacE-cal care
and served, at the sane time, as Chaplain of the patients.

The maj-n event, horirever, occured on July 3fst when the Superj.or, Fathe r
V. PIIII,IPPE, assuneC_his new functron. A native of the old France, the L5-ssiona-
ry cane I'lorth in 1936, first at Good Ilore, tlroroe at lfort Noffnai, -\rcti c-Re d-
Ri'rer and Aklal,-ik, Father PIIILIPPE r,Ias aftenirards lrhe General Bursar of the Lbc-
kenzie ltissibns for a perio'1 of thrce yesrs. Returning from France in 1!l+8,
Father PIiILIPPII was l+3 ;-crrs old. -.\ largc crngrcgation heard h-is first sernron the
follouring Sunday. But the ne.!v Pastor obsenred a srn"al-l assistance a'i lltras s two
Sundays later, although the Feast of the Assunption of the Blessed Virgin X{ary
was cel-ebrated on thal Sunday. - The tolal- Cathol-ic population runnbered then
ld5r half of then bcing of Indi^.n sL1tr.r. j.

A lGJ'ear-okl fncLian r,,ras ::eceiveci into thc Church by lather ilOISAl'l on
September 261h. rhe man, i{ho had feci a somevihat strained 1ife, had neglected to
receive the Sacranent of Baplisrn. An j.Ilness had brought hj:n to the }lospilal
under the sniritual- care of Fathe r MOTSAI{. - Pastoraf duties led Father FIIJVRIER
to Sibbeston Lake in }Iover'.ber. At the sane ti-nel he rvas to ascertain ttre avai-
bility of thc fish supply for tnc ,{ospitrl, Unfortunate}y, the plcntifyJ. fish
caught in the fal1 hrLd spoiled ari,J vrerc not suitabl-c for consumption by the
patients. llre priest n3,de a harC trip back on December 5th. TVro sreeks l-ater,
he fl-e11r dov'in to ,irrigley for Christnas. By that ti]]le Brother K0RPEL had Sone to
Efuonton for mecllcaf carc and thcn ended his short stay at the Sacred Hearf
&lission.

As the year carne to 3 cl-oser the Pastor e4pressed the opj-rrion that tha
discipline of the Church vas enforced too softly at Fort Sin'Ip eon! cnd he con-
cluded that henceforth norc finmess shoul-d be used tolrards the lax and indif-
ferent nembers of tire Church.

r9u9.
i(-rt-)H.!,t+rtx-rt

Caribous ryere in the l-lne light in f?L9, as rc gulations hld placed res-
trictions on th*ir killing, even fcr the ilospital patients. On January Jrd, [rn.
FRESCOIT, Supcrint:nd".nt of thc tiorustry and r'/il L Life, held a conference on the
problen with the Supcrior of ihe L'llssion. A ficcncc vras granted tlen to pur'ckase
25 caribous for consumption by th. :{ospital patients and personneJ-. The i'leur Ycar
had brought Jos. l"ttr'FIRTY fron l-ort Providcncc, 'n'hil-e January Bth brought Fattrer
n|rqqv f7^m 1-I.1. .a-..r ' .  r" +..  h.n..]-  - f .h, rnnrrr]  mtir:- :r*.  Rn(i. l .e tnnnrr,rrt intt  the tWOu - , o J r  f  r v  . r . q y  r u v L  r  u w  P r u . r w r l

religious connrurritles, tho Oblatc favorcd thcm for two wecks -!lj:ith his comrnllli-
cative jov-iality. Iathcr lfEttVRtER missed both, holrev.:r, being held up at Fort
t/'Irigley. ll'hen he re tu]'n(: cl on January 2ltht he brought thc sad news that irhc
caribous had not shown up y(t. Du. to a shortagc of meat supplies for the Hos.'
-i+,r"r nno f.nn nf hrrffe16 rccat 1,ras fl-ovm thcn from Fort Sndtt}. Iiranwhile, Father
P l ( J g ,  

v r l v
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PHTLTPPE starbed by dogs on a search for caribousr twhereabouts r, discovered
herds of then in the Lr{i1l-ow River area. L,/lren he r.eturned to simpion, he chartered
an ai.rcraft. TWo l-oads of neat (one trcn and a half) were haul-ed from iTillovr Lake
on February l8th, at the cost of $ B0 pel. 1o3d. |/hj_l-e visiting a camp abroad,
Father FEWRIER hauled 350 ltrs of the precious food. ry the tjrne tre irrlved it
the l\tllssion, an airplane was about to l-eave for fish Lake to rescue a number of
sick persons. He r,rent along on February ZlLh, as a gulde and interpretor, and
took tjme to baptize there a nerv born baby. Six.patients rvere brought to the
Hospital ior medical- care. Father I'EIJVR]ER may have appeared to the occasionaL
observer as a priest affected r,rith vrhat is called in the FYench fanguage rlBou-
geotterr and imperfectly terrned in il:glish by the rvord rrBudgingrr. Yetr hii s in-
timate companions have knov{n that an earnest love of souls urgcd hj:n at all time
to travel- and rove around so rnuch and so often. Thus l'.,e flnd tdn i-n L{arch at
Jean-ivlarie-Rlver and thence at Trout-River ,iihere he conferred baptisn on ne!r-
born babies. On that trip, he v,ent .ls far es the GARGANT s camp, Red-Krllfe-River,
sorne 60 rniles fron Fort Providence. rlhen he returned to Jean-i',,1arie-River on Sun-
day lviarch 1lth, the priest found there a nunber of mcn in a state of intorication.
Insteatd of stay.r-ng trith his pc'ople for the Sunday liiins s, as he had plannedr Fa-
ther FEIJVRIER continued his itay ond camped at night a few rniles belolr the settle-
ment.

Fistring at Sibbeston Lake nxs.y havc been the favorite proiect of I'ather
PFILIPPE in those years. 0n l,,{arch 2Lth, }re put on his snorv shoes a:rd vent there
to fook over the fisiring situation. He repaircd. tl.re shack ovme d by the i\ission
for storage of fishing cquipment and i'ras sat:flsfied that the fish vrere pl-entifu1.
Although, in his opinion, the cost of transportation by ai lvas too high, the
Superior chartorecl a plane on April 3rd to haul the supplies avail-abl-e -then. As
half a ion of fish had been brought back, l-31161 PHILIPPE discovered afterwards
that a local- concern had securcd part of thc fish put up 3t sibbeston Lake.

Fbom then on, thc i,ission dj-scontinued rLlylng on Sibbcston Lakc as a source of
fish suppliei for thc Hospital. lhr: sh:cll has been abandonned cnci its content
has vrasted or been disposed of.

FatheT trEWRIIXi bfesse,l anothur roerriagc on noster Sunday. (f) 5d fo1lo-

wing a visit to 'lri31e1r in l'rr,1y md Junc, hc sailed up to Fort Snlitht ^on August
13ti, aboard thc Sant rinna, anci thence he ltent to hri-s native F?ance for a lrcl-l

deserved vacation. Flther \rERrlri{uT bid farer,i.rell to si-rnpson on thc sane day going

to ei neuv post at llay-River, pcnnuting r';ith rtather LIZE' The young Brothcr 0'

ilIARCHESSAULT of lort Provi..lcnce was given a 3-nonth lcave to hel-p the Brothers
at the l,lis si on, until the affj-val of Brothcr I,AnOqUE i-n Septenber.

An event that was to influence considerably the For:t Simpson and its po-
pulation in the later ycars, occured or: lvlay l-Bth.r"hen.a Governnent Officiaf
chose a l-ocation for thc e stabl-i shne nir of an undenonrinationaf school. A stor€
ovared by [4r. J. CREE on lot ff iras singled out as a tenporary c]-assroon, whi-l-e
his residence r'.rou"l-d scrve as a t;acherage. In the opinion of a portion of the
Iocal whi-te populatic.,ne thor': vras an urgcnt need of a school for chi-Ldren of
non-Cathol-ic fsith. Ivloreover, thc projlct .^res in accordance lid-th the reconncnda-
tlons nrade earlier i-n 191+L uy ttrc iovernment special inspector, Dr. lr. IIOORE. (B)

But it did cause sonc concet:n to the ,'fastor of lhc Sacrcd Heart lld-ssion,
because of the possibility that a nurlbc r of Clthol-ic chil-dren be drawn idto the
new instltution. ifhon thc new school opcned in octobcr, thc chi]-drcn of tvfo
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cathol,ic fanrilies discontinued their education at the st. i[3.rgaret r s school.
Since thi-s subject covers several problems involvlng principles, persons and
facts that affected nuch the life of Fort simpson, it w'i11 be coniiderea sepa-
ratel-y in the lrd Chapler of this book" (9) Viel,red in retrospective. 

'the 
his_

tory of the schoof struggfc that started in l9L9 r-eveal,s a h-calthy 6ompetition
wLich contributed in part to the progress of education on the Isl-and and in the
surrounding dlstric'r,. Llhatever ra.9 llave been the notives of the lnstigators
of the movement for an undenornj-nat,ional schoof ov,me d and operated by the Gov€rn-
nent, history shall l-ook lvith a criLical eye on thelr conduct and actions that
indirectly threatened the verv existence of the Catholib education in the Settle-
ment.

Fabher PHILIPPE kept his critical eye on the facts of that l'ristory in the
naking, ffhile he cared for the spirltual trelfare of his ffock. fn tiay and June
of that year L9L9 e he prcnoted the Rosar\' Cnrsade r,rhich ehded vdth the promises
made by nost 1oca1 Catholics to say daily the Hol-y Rosary. The ijoly {our on the
eve of bhe Firsi Friday of thc nonth tras aqain encourreed. Once nore the organ
.was placed in the nave of the church to ease singj-ng by the congregi:rtion. Not
a singer, although appreciative of music and singing, the Superior relied on
his assistant, Father LI7E, for their perforn3rce in l-iturgical- cerenonies. The
fatter lvas a goor.l nusici:n anJ singer. A na'.i 

"e 
of Qu6bec, Irather LIZE had cone

to Fort Proviiencc in 1oL2 3ne thence to Hoy-Riv,jr', In 7 yedrs of nr-is sionary
work, he had requ-ired a frirly good laictrl e d5c of boLh the English xnd SlaW lan-
gu3ges. Fort Sirnp;on rias honore I by thc visit of cnr-inent reLigious rrisitors in
Juf] of that yn1l" l-9L9. There lrcrc j.r'chbishop G. I3REYNAT, forner Vlc:Ir rtpostofj-c
whc cel-ebrated then the Diarnond Jubilee of his Oblate Profession at the age of
82 years; the Hon" llotl-)er General ol the Orey Nuns; and Rev. Father J. ?ERRON,
assisiant ge neral of the oblate order, 1'.ho lfes on all official visit in the name
or' the Superior Gene rrf.

At the Mission, those r,rho have been named rtfhe Unknol',rr Aposlrlesrr kept
their untiring lunds at r,iork. Brotber iJIPLANTE had then underbaken to Ienenr ttle
foundations of the FatheIS t ncsi-den@e 3Id c'nl-crge its bagernent. Brother LAROQUE
buil-t a porch at thc iront door, ,rhilc ljrot]-)-: r DELISLE :,'as in chargc of thu vrood

c:mp for cutting IOO cord: o.L rruen sprucc.a}c ciclent injured brother f,APf,ANlE
on beptember 9ti, as he got squeczea on the bulfdozer against the basesrent of
the ltission .;.ririch he Lras-ciigging; and Fathcr PHILIPPE had his rj-ght hand caught

in the nechanisn of the rcfrlgerator r,hich he had tried to rep:lir.

on the political scene, the pr:opIe of Fort Si.p"on cxercised for the first

ti,ne, their dght to chooso a' repreieniative to the Fecleraf Goverrurcni. There
yrere 26L+ put.oiu listed as vot;ri, rvhilc f?6 only cast thej-T ballot on .Tune 2?th

to efect ihe Llberal canditate, lvi1'. A" SIU111ONS, y,tl'lo received BB voted against

the nearest o.pponent, lvir. M: BERRY, irho collected Bir.

In another ficfd oil sone importance to the pi:ople of Fort Sjrrpson, the

Surveyer C,enoral of Cenada, liIT. PALSEI{, bcgan in }lovcmbcr 3 survoy of a strip

of land borclcring tots 21 incl 23 or,r'nc C by th; irtr-ssion. Thonty onrners of house s

had for sonq years occupicd and lcasod smal1 pnrrccls of that land along the

re,in road. 'Ihc survcy listed fron llovonbcr 2oth ti1l Decenbcr 7th. Drring that

tjre, Iilr. PAlS$l .:rnd his aicle ho.tl boarded at thc l,ii-ssion ct the intitation of the

Supehor. - A rriisund"rstanding rega'ding the cost of survey had developcd between
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Father PHTLTPPE and the Governemnt Department before the party.arrived at sim-
pson. InformeC that the sun of $ 57L.12 ptus extra expenses uroul-d be charged
for the survey, the Superior declineci to endorse the responsability of such an ,
expense and referred the case to the ceniral Adnrinislration at Fort Snrith for a
decision. (l-C) In his opinion., the cost of surwey shouid be borne by the Depart-
ment. The Vicar Apostol-ic, iut. Rev. J,;vi, TROCF:TLIER rcfused to agree on the pay-
mcnt of that sum, but the survey rar+,y procded to do ihe work (11) d. tong cor-
respondance has ensued for the clarification of the deal until flnally the Cen-
tral Adninistration |ajd thc slur1 ..t J' 599.28 in -953 (12). lhis infonnation may
serve as a renindor to thosc l.rho have lurchased or r,;il-l- trurphase any parcef of
tlrat surveyc I land, that th6 cost of su-.-vey has bce6 $75 per acrc. (f3)
This sum rrust be added to thc purchasing vafu. of thc lots.

In Octobcr, r recrcatitn hall r.as op:nud on tnc uppur fl-oor of +,hd l.lis-
sion for the benciit of lhe nubfic. A -iull sizc pboJ.-table buil-t by Brother
LAROQUE, bingo, ping-pong anC oirh('r garirri s sitracte.l the youth anC on certain
eveni.ngs a large crovrd of peoplc. lll:re hafl servec1 afso for movie-picture sho-
uings, plays ai'rd conccrts. - th.r Supe:j-or hid bcen arvare of the necd of a publi-
cation as a neans of infofiratlon anrl instrucirion for the Catholic popgJation.
Then, he orepai'ed the first issuc in Nol-ernberv'-i{ih the assistanse of Father LIZE.
Undei thc name of "COTtrFLUENT ,,r,fiISpERS'lr the bu1le.:in contained doctrinal and
historical subjects, focal nevrs an,l other subjecic and stories. The second issue
r,.c -,,htiehr'.r ir r^r....Fh.-r 1no orhiTs i: l_lc;rc:. i;r rh; fc,l lor,ring year.

' In nrid-tccenber, Father PHILIPPE cirovc to l{rigl-ey for the fuast of Christ-
nas in the abscnce of Father FE1,'\/fr.IEP. lt Si.rrnson a large attendancc at the cid-
night trfrass v,ras reDorted by lathcr IIZE .who 

"I1s aro:lc ',hcn. A fcw inebriated pcr-
sons nrerc turncC baek, lcaving +,he lrholc congrcgation i-n an atnosphere Jf nedi-
tation anc p:r:ayer. - At ifrigl-ey, Fathcr P}II],rPFI notedt :'.t joy c4prcssed by the
population lo have thc midnight h'iess i:r thei: .:hui'ch" Ile renarked at thc sane
iinc tfrc rcligir,us igr-rorance of n:.rt-1 an:l a no1-l coufusion duc to a degree of
supcrstition, In conclusion, thr: Sine-r..r-or s-ilatod that a pri-est should be in pcr.-
n:ncnt r-::idcncu r.i th:rt pos:.

r950
+iJ$?/cig,cii-)si

Itrn accic.cn-. that night h:,ve becn fata]- occured. iro Brother XELISIE' lihilc
hj !I:.s digging ir: tnc Lospitcf :''rcl-l " hc ruff. ':'-'r :. strokc ccused by esphyxiant
a.ir . Brother LARQUE too-. suffur..l r body in,i'rr] ,het bnought LLin to the l{os-
pital. - Thc Su:cr'-or lrrs flc;ci .:rl;) th; p:ob.L:m cf prov-idi,ng cnougn food for
tho patients '. fi.lling thu Sospital t6 iut.l- 

"aracity. 
Ho chsrtcrcd an air-

plane for hauting 5OO lishes fro.'n 3ibbcstoi-r l,:ke :,1 16 Lents per por:nd, for
transporbation alonc.

The :rnr.unl .ctru3.t pr: 3chc.I by latbe: !nT-A')' n la:ni on 3s usu3-I ix JanuJry.
Fstbcr LIZE s l:rtecl out immu diatciy rfbur. fol a '.ri.p to llahrnni Buttn at thc
caps of G. KIAUSSe 0. LIITJBERG, tu\tr'lEo]i, M,ATtl r'' ] cthars. He travelled a]ong
wiil t. IRINDELL riho iltrs going to lli 3 :r3.p l-jlu -r 'v:ns : hard trip; and the tlvo-
week visit produccd tj-nite d spiriiual lrcncfits" Tlo fa:riljes appl€ciated, howcver,
thc visit ol thr pri"s+, 1;.rd lhi r't ccptrDn or the Sac.ra.ncnts. Tirc yourrg L&rin LIIS-
BffiG acconrpaniccl Father Lf Zli for p:Lrt oi th,: tr'ip. - fhc, l,iissionary rvas on the
trnil again in l,farch for rninistry irt Jcan-lfa.riexRiver and 1'rout-Rivcr. He travclled
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along v/-i-th Vic SQUIRRE ,going. to his trap 1inc. Latcr in the nonth, hc nade a
-speciaf tr:ip to Rabbit-skin-River to conler. Baptisrn on ncw-born G6r agnes lron-YTEGIAI'I.

. , ^'^An ypoii*l ch:nge in the organization of Indj.an Affairs has iaken place
fn -Ly>u, when the lunction of l-ocal agent .uvas given i-ndepend.ent status. Doctor
TRUESD&L nho had hitherto cunulated the function r-..dth that of nedicaf offi r:er
',vas repJ-aced by fulR. L. Htr{Tm lyith permdnent residence at Fort }ronnan. il-;;'
Agent paid a rrisit at the liission on lviarch 2[th and appeared to be a qrrrpathetic
personr shorbly after, Dr. ORFORD of cirmself Hospi&aL lnspected the st. rvlargretr
Hospital and made a nurnber of recommenrlations thlt sho'ald be impl-emented griduatly.
oae of them uas the segre$ation of the tuberculosis patients fron others lvhich
rtou-l-cl r€quire the constrr:ction of arr acl*itj_on to the buildlng, n:ith a veranda
for the conrfort of the patienLs. Allother was the boarding accornmodation of the
emplcyee s to be separated from the rnain buililing.

The Pastor wonder€ d what hati taken placc in the life of his flock, as he
obsewed notabl-e absences at the religious selv-ices of obligation. The attendance
had been poor on Easter, iTieage r on Ascension Day a:rci bhe folloving Sundays. Ilo
one receivo.j Holy Conn:runion on the feast of Pentecost. And there ries littIe res-
ponse during the rnonth of June to his invitation to the devotion in honor ol tlie
Sacred HearL of Jesus, Petron o.f the church. Then irather PHIT,IPPE a.nxiously asked
himself rtlir/hat to do ?rr Some uneasiness r,'ras feft irith thc Catholic ll,ietis popula-
tion, since the rnovernent for a neuiral school" i,"as started by a group of Prot€s-
tants. lle wondere d vhat fafse reports or sl-anCers ffer€ being spread against the
l,fission and her institutions. lroreove r an increasing abuse of into)d.cating li-
qrors by a portion of his ffock worsened the relations bet-$een a nunber of Ca-
thol-ics and their pricst, r'' 'ho rLiscd h:is voice in celense of morality. I-is only
conclusion then appe:,,rcd to have beens 'rThe porverful lieart of Jesus shaJ-l one
day overcorne those obstaclu". " (11+)

thc d;siruc bj-on by fi-rc of Lhu rcu'ural schoof in February hed prompted
p r"e.t lv in favorl1. oi r .., i--r- 1.,-d- e^h^^] in fh.. Settl-emcnt. fuieetings and gr-
4  L A L L , I  f . r r 6 !  v v r r v r +  + r r  q r r

thering stirred up pubfic opinion anci alid occasioned pert of the uncasiness noted
by Father PIIILIPPE. tiot being diturrod -from his nr-inistry, the priest endeavoured
t'o stir up thc pic i1' of thc yorng r)q'oph' On thc occLsi-on of e First Conmu'n-ion
on ttre.feast of thc Sacred Hcalt, he consecratcC lrhc first conmunicants to thc
lviothcr lof Christr ga.ve then thc Xrtoun'r, Crnne I scapular, and receivei thc renel'ral-
of their baptismal vol'rs .

The anival 9f Bishop TROCELLIER at bhe cnd of Junc brought a divcrsion
to the minds of thc persolx]cle and it gavc George SIBBOSTOI{ an opporbunity to
pilot Hi; Emcel-fcnclr up to Fort Liarcl for a few d,:rys lrisit. nev. Fattrer J.L.
i,trcltEJ,, th, first end nurvly rppoint.'d R.IiEious Suocrior of thc Oblltcs in thc
I,/F,ckcnzie , acconpanj-ed Bishop TR0CELLIFfr. Brothor I,AR@UE wos inforrc d ihen of
his transfcr to Fort Franklin rnd onco norc bid fercl'rcll to Sinpsonl as he sailcd
dovm lrith thc Bishop o:r tl., 5blr o-t Ju1y.

A nuw sysLcn for provj ding Ir,,sh mjlt for thc Hospital prtiunts l;cs inau-
guratc d that sunrner vrhen 1,hc t Ycl-lovria|]ife Transportation Co.l broughl do''T r in a
freezer a few tons of frozln m.et. .mong thc 30 tons of frr:ight rcccived b;1 thc
i'dssion that suruncrl rvas a 2-toir tnrck, :r l-936 Chcvrolet, rtlinquished by thc
Iort Srdth llission.
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The whol-e population o? the Settlement arrd dlstrict had undergone a ned-
ical exaninati-on tov,rards the niddle of July. Doctor BUOHANAN, of Edronton,
X-raye d 313 persons, as part of a orogran to combat tuberculosis in tlre North.
Doctor tr'T,Elnn[NG had arrive d then as the new r0edical officer to replace ft.. TRUES*
DH.L. The l-atter bicl farernrel-t to Fort Simpson and her oeople on thq 2nd of Sep-
tember. For twenty years, he te'd served the popul ation -Ln the medicaL profession
and taken part in social activaties. A niarked figure, a pioneer and a j ovial per-
son, Dr. IRUESDE L had been also a controvertial ch.aracter. At the time of his
leave, the pioneering spirit of the population ,,nras coning to an end. fhe coning
of the young Doctor, rdth 

" 
modcm perscnality coincidecl uith the begj-nni-ng of

an area narkecl wiirh a ne-w spirit in the comnunity. T,he cordial relations that
existed among all cfasses of peoDfe gave place to a sort of segregation between
then. ?he rrrstic standard oi life comr,ron to all gave place also to a rnore corn-
fortabl-e bien-€tre among the vfilite portion of the population. A new age rrad given
place to the ol-d one. The lvlission ar.-i the loctor entertalned cordiaf relaLions,
ixcept for a few storny confliets, tha-t, developed a'u tires beneath tle surface,
and causeci delicate or tense relations.

The Srr;erior :i,r-ent Cown lo trilrigfe)' for priestly work in July. -.During his
absence, and ty coinci cience onl-y, hls assistant !'athel LI2:A reported a farge as-
sistance at llb,ss on sunclays. The fact reflects on the fiuiuating attitude of the
Catholic population, r,'hich contr3.sied singu.larfy lrith that of a i,ifhite err,ployee
at the Airp;tq l4r. T?lmBIn, rvho travel-led 13 miies el-ery Sunday for one year

to iull_fili his Sunday JuiiJs, and bhis on good oi bel roads, r.s wcl1 as in good

and bad weather:.

A case of youtn dclinqucncy shockc-'i thc sanel porlllon of the tol'rn in later

September of that year 1950. A 1[-yecr otct boy broke into a store a.ncl private

houses, robbing ard demagiag gor.rds ancl property. Brought to court and conv-icted,
ttre youth vras iined 20 dol-Iars and iair.eil lor one year. The Superior renarked
the[ that the sorror'.- of the parents shecding abrrndant teaz's rrlgl]t have been
save d, if their chi--l-d hacl been given a good exarnple a,nd a christian education
in due tire.

A fonner 'rglobe tTotLertr, Bl':'ther A. JOSSET, lvas l.'elcome ai the Mission
on that same dey io: e 3-monbh iob o.i fj.)dng the cr-ectricaf nachincs enci equip-

ms1l. The 38-ycer old Brother had scrvcd in Nhc fifench Navy on all scas before

conring Norbh to serve tho Arctic l..rjssions. october 22nd witnessed the Teturn
of FaIher FEU\,?IER fron the olrl cour:try" the d:,:ring priest lrho had paddled and

drifted dovl-n the l:1son anci lis,rd ilivers for 22 ciays, lfas vf6. rrlly v/elcone s,t that

late tine of the fal}. He alone, r]r,ey'lell- the d::ngers cncountered throughout the
sail-ing dorrn the rlpi_ds and sh3.l-Iclr lvaters of tite tleacherous Liard River.

Considerobl-c :ictilritic5 on l;hu c luca bion:l- flell enl-ivcncci thc tor,rn during
thc suriuner and fatf of that year 19'50. Sone of them rn-ill- be rclated j-n the 3rd
Chapter of this Sketch. (f5) i,fc siroul-ri U-ke to nention before hand that Governnent
dircctions vrurc 3:i-ven on Scptcnbcr 

'-1Lh by actlng fnspcctor BMLET for the opera-
+ i ^ F  ^ f  r L ,  - . - n ' .  L ! , i l +  h . . r r + - - 1  - ^ h ^ ^ t  1 r - t  h . r  + t - - r  r r - .  - - ^ . ? d  

t h a tU-LU.r1 ( , ) ,L ur lL r luw-Ly uuJ-Iu r  L! ,  u-LiL,-L JulrUul(  . ! : : ru UJ urrru L- I l l rut  -L l ,  r r t , : 'D - : r rc6\ru(

ettehdance at Oovernncnt schoof ''ras conpufsory. Ian::i1y allolrnace payments would
be cliscontinued to olrunts sc:r,1ing th..ir chil.dzun to thc ptr'ivJrtely ovme d St. M1r-
garetls School-. (-t6) The ncw lnspector, l\,1T. LO!"i, c:une in on November 12th and
exaralned the situetion. :,1]:)en thc ncw schoo] opcnc.d on thc 2Lth, all- Catholic
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chi-ldr€n, Except thr€e, discontirued at the st. Ii4a,rgaret r s school and weno !o
the 9!hel. Obviously, it yras a challenge to catholic education at Fort simpson.
The ],fission authorities considered the thrroat senousJy. fti early Decenber, the
superior attended to another duty as he was call-ecl- to confer Baptisrn on a newly
born child of L{r. and i,irs. F. TETSO a,t }3urnt fsland.r. 0.r the Zth, he paid a
visit to the 1one1y i;rapper pete l.telGo]rrT\l 1iv:.ng in a nearby carrq:. ite ireltion jll-
ci dently, that the priest i;ravelleci f or soce dis+,ance ]rith the lev. rlx.L ,,',*ro ',t€,s
retunring from $ro-Islands.

illhile Father FE(IVRtffi. had gorre b)- air to ,irigley for the rrid-vrinter, here
at s npson the Pastor observed a d:in at-rnosphere affecting a portion of li-is f1ock.
At a m:idnight i.ass, attcndcri b1r a li,rgc croirl, he note -r '"he pre .;ence of lyotes-
tants, incfuding the TII,CHIB' of the neutrai school; '*iis type of achrorric devo;
ti-on, in the opinion of Father PHILf,?PE, r.ras confusing a nulber of Gatirolics rrfto
nistakenl-y takc alfurlng civifitics ior genrine rcligion.- T:ic end oi the year
took I'ather LIZ E on a ride to Robbit-Skix-River. - .l'|rr(l at the ]r,iission, the Bro-
thers deepened the Hospital ;re11, as it vras lolv on rirater.

L95 I .
-i9(-)9P,$iJebtc

The Indians cf Je an-lilari-e-Rrvcr, who had been given continued atteniion
by their Pastors, iref coroe d llsbher LIZE atrlong thcn on JanuarJr Jrrl of the new year
L95f. On the Island. activities enlivened in the educational- field. The. liome And
School Association net on Januaqlr Bth to clrair up e constitution. At another
meeting hel-C on the 29th, those prcscnt heard thc school teacher, }ir. BLFTT,m,
proposring the rr.so of thc fonrer CllEEl s residence as a tenporarJr boarding shelter
fn r  snmo 12 t .n  1 (  n t r j ' t . j ra -  n^n^ . i  , -  t r . .  ^ - , ' ^ . f  . i  ̂ n  o f  f ,  l l os tc l .  l i e  cs t imated  a t

$ 20 per rnonth thc cost oi bol:din, rn.: pr.L'ril in such. a Hostcl. (17) -{ppcrently,
the bright plans Cid not, get Gobermirent epproval, sinco Mr. BIEILm amounqed
at another meeting that Lhcy h:"d rnet sone dit-f icul-'ies. On lrilrch l2th, Iir. J.
CRAIG, local nanage r of th€ H.3.Co., proposed the engagen-rent of a second teacher
for all lovier 6redcs, rrd ',nc clcsiDs dorm oi thc it. Llargcretls School ss e dis-
tinctive institution. iildle thc Govcrnment h;Ld approved of thc proposal, Sister
PEDjIAIILT retur:red uncxpectcdty. Il-Lencc the approval- r'ras ',rl i:hclrat'n and tltc tsiattt
cluot naintained, as thc St. Ir.argaretts School reop;ncd or' thc 2nd of April. flre
exccrrtive Conrmt!:e of thc Hone Ar.Ld School Association rnct on i,hy 27th I'iith the
t:vo tcrchcrs, Sistur PE!.'"A'ULT enr- ..r. llLtrtLERr 1o 3l|d.; a proposal or':rr enlar\.
ger--nt at thc Gove rnncnt school l-r.:r a kindc rgartcn class. 1-hcy intcnric d to inter-
vi srr the i,.,lernbe r oi'?arl-iament, i".,r. A. SIi [,ioi{S, thc Conlaissloner, 1,,{r. YOUNG and
the director of the llorthern Admimstra',ion, l,ir. F.J. CUNI{I NGttAM in favour of
thoi, nr-.\ i4cl,- /1 8l h'1.- t ' i .- r\r-.1lir-i: enr+.i 'r:r. ld to Cnr thL. Dntholic clri ldrcne r  r v r r  v :  v J v v  v .  \ r v l

of school- agc undcr thc conirof of {'ovcrnmcnt o$med and operated institutions,
She l,tssion personncl proposed ihu o'recilioit of a boarding school- on thc Isl-and
for the out-of-to,r'in chilclr..n fron :iriglcy r.i1,-i Liard. (19) Eventu-alfy, all pl-ans
wcre shelved., but ihc siruggle around the Cathofic education lvas kept a1ive.
F:thcr pHllfppE founcjL :n it a r..vigtoratud nrday (20),lrhich rcccded orrly whcn lu
dcparted from Fort Simpson a feir toonbhs latcr, bcing call-ed to ahother i4ission,

In the nea.ntirnc, hc had attended to his othcr duiies, editing thc I'Con-

fuent tLhispersri, directing thc complc bion of thc adcllti on at thc Hospital, a:rd

the constnrction of a',vh6.rehousc. llc llso nadc arrangerEnts for haul-j-ng 2 tohs

o-C fish by air fron i.:y-Xi wr.
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At thc Hospital, a wetcr soitcrrcr r.vas ins',,elfcd by Brother JOSSET, but it
proved afterwards to be ineffective. !-ather i{oISAl{ received a second tfule the
Socrament of Ecbreme-Unstion on thc llth of Fcbruary. Father M. BEC,IIREGARD prcachcd
the ar:rrual retreat towards the end of liiarch. Brother J0SSET departed for Aklauik
on thc 2nd of April, irhilc Father FEUVRTER tvas giv.n an airlift that ncarly endcd
in a tragedy on the 7th. Thc aircraft l:,rr-ucl: he boarded had. gone to V{i11ow River
for a load, of 20 cari.bous. but failed. to taire off with its load-. HavinE iaxied
thrcc times in dcep ana soft snorv rrrithout success, the p-il-o*" agreed to Fathcr
FfiIVX.IER r s decision thaL th. meat shoul-d b; abandonncd, cxccDt tlor'200 lbs. They
took off the "ith nuch difiiculty, and vthcn thcy reachcd the aj-rport' the ga z
tank lvas fourid empty. John BoURASSA conlessed ttrat hc had escaped a tragic crasfl,
the il-lfat e d pilot lost hls life in a crash a felr yc.xrs later. - On the 25ih of
Ma;r,. Fathe r FEIJ\rRIER, started in hls caroe for Fo"t 'itriSley, but tool; shel-ter in
a creek some ntiles abovc. His dolay to orrivc thcre caused much a1am, lrhile Fa-
thcr PHILIPPB hurric,J to ioff o1'; him. iv that t-ime lrowcv--r, th,' loncly priest
had sl-ipped in'['Irigfey rmnoticed and utaware ol lhe search. Although the bad
vreather had sl-ovrcci dorm the sailing, tirc Father II?C +"aken tilnc to gather a pro-
uislon of rnrood at thc nouth of a crcek ilor ihe ncrt rlinter.

In the rclation of ovcnts 'rrhiclt conccrn the Mission .lni i-ts institutions
/ - r ^ - - . i r - . r  -F . r  c^ , -a^ - r  )  . , - .  r "^ . ,  . i .  - ih . - .  +^ r r -  . , ' ^ iC !o  :cv iv ing  thu  mcmol ) r  o I  many
\  i o J I J t  u < I I  i 4 r l L r  J u ' r u u - L  ) t  t v  t t 4 v '  i v l u  . ! v v i

people irho actecl on the scenc of ForL sinpson, during thos" yelrs. ft lrou1d be
impbssible to do tnem al_l justicc, in rclating sornc of the ir tLeds, and it .woulL1

be rrrrfair to recall some of then :.nd negl-es-b the others. Yct, in passing, we
I'rish to pay a tribute to an ol,l-tlrner of Fort Sinpson, j,{r. ,hgUs SHllRit'oOD, in
the words w"ittcn in this ycar 195i by tho cdito:: of the rtcon-fluent rrttlspersrr :
ItI lfish to thank you for the int.rcst .n,i s)"rnpathy shovrn i-n your lctter to your

Iol-d friendst. It is not so oftcn tl:ai ,,c lloar a 'jhate m:ln speakins r'rith such
praise of the Indians. I vrish to thl'nlr J'ou al-so for the 'v'rorcls in your last para-
graph, rYou nust, be dolng good rrork thcro. t Since thc last fev'r yuars vre havc not
been in the habit of hearlng such conpli$cnts; it is nice, indeed, anid criticisms
of all kinds and more detraction than hclp and encouragenent, to hcar a dlscrepant
voice addrcssing lauds. Thank you. (21) I4r. A" SHERWOOD, who is thc Post tu4aster
at Noman',,1-e11s, has yct a continucd intcrc'st u Fort Slnpson and its !eopl-e.

Fether PHILTPPB';ront aboard the sant rAnna on July 26th to attcnd a necting
of lfissionaries air Fort Snith and confe vrith the S,rperintendcnt ol thc 0b13tc
comnission of Tndlans and Eskiinos vrcl-fare, Fathel A. RB{AUD. I recal-l the plca

msde rften by thc superior of thc sacrcd l{cart llssion in favour of a boardlng
school at trort si-npson. unjortunlt-ly, both church a:rd Government :uthorities
v-iexvcd then his projcct as unfvasibli: or at lerst prcnature. B.".ck on thc Island,
thc supcrior recaued Father FEUVmEiI from .Irigluy to assurn ' the- intcrjm func-
tions it the heccl of thc irlission, .rnd on Au6ust 27th, bid fercwel-l to Simpson
and wcnt to Fort Franklin as direcioc of the ii4ission.

obher changcs took plac.: 3.L th. Ljssion th:n. lJrothur IELISLE rr.rot to Altli-
irik at the end. of the monlh, and w-s rc,pl3ced by Brothcr A. VACHgN ''rho arrivcd
on the 17th of Scptcnbcr. The lr2-yi3r ofd Bi,auccron had corne North. in L9112r first
et Fort Chipel'{fan :.:rd thcncc :t i}:.;, Rcsolution, Providuncc and A.}<lavik. Thc ncw
SuD€rior vras Fath,-r L. DFJ,AtAllDEr ',rho llad bcon a nrissionary arrong thc Iiskjmos
for 20 years. At the agc of !O y.ers, hc .l,res to assumc functions nuch diffcrcnt
than thosc perforncd in thc l-onc Arctic liissions, and was handicappcd by thc
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diffic'l-tles of the language (sravy) useci by a r-arge portion of the population.
Father DEI"{I,ANDE arrived on the 6th of November. In Lris rnaiden sennon del_ivered,
on the llth, the Pastor gave a special attention to Catholic education and school
and reni.nded the parents of their {rie\ro,\rs obligations towards their chifdren
1n thall nost important matber. He indicare.r t,hat a visit to each parishioner
was part of his progran and he expresseci the hope that the uni$r connended by
the Lord would be practlceci by .Crtholics in i,he conum.:ni ty. _ or: the 22nd, the
Superior outlined to a gatherin€ the nonns of his conduct in both spirituai and
eCucational- natters. And he informe d the parents that al-l hi6 work',rould be ljinlited
io :bheir'i::ier"ests,letting others take caie of their olrn.

In the meantlne e Fathe r FEUVRIIE, perforroed the function of Bursar, relie_
ring Father DEll,l,ANDE cf the a&rdnlstrative t r,sk, u]ltil his leave for Fort TIri-
gley on the 2nd of Decenrber. Iather LIZE trice visited tjre Jean-irriarie*River ca.no
in early October and fate lloverber. Or hjm restecl mainllr lhsn, ani. for some tinb,
the task of eJitin; tl,e "Confluent vfhispers'r. He auiictcd the _.superior in
rev:illing recreation ard enterlainment for the youth at the ]vlission Hal-]. Tho
Pestor reintroducecl the Sunday collectroir (BO.cents on the 16th of December).
A nusician, Fether DIIALAiIDE r:placctr ,3istcr PEDNEAULJ...r.s organist and assis-
{arl in *h- *n6-.'.+i^h rf thc Christmas conccrt by thc Catholic children.

'lhc v',orst '.:'.:g; dy th'] b cvcr happenci on i:hc Isl-ano occurc d in thc night
of Christmas, :,,he.r ivirs. G. SlBBliSTOi{ and heT grand-daughter irere buryrt to death
in their homc. As th- husbanLl i,r:.s trbs..nt thcn, Fsthur LIZE \,rent do"m to hi-q catrp
to i nform hin of thc "iad tccid.jnt. IL Ll:r.sagrcat efrl-iction for th- good George;
a:rd fo the whole tourn ii had b--en : regrettablc event. For sonic r& gl-igent Cxthg-

Lics, lhc treged;r providod ti.rn-Iy refluctiono.

L952
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I'other TELALANDE :nd his assistants, FatheE FEUVRIER Jnd L]ZE, were
conrinced that their parishioners .-rere not :ny bettcr nor vrorse Cathol-dcs than
the aversge nonbers of the Church. Thcy obscrvcd r. portion of thcm lrho strove
to obscrve thc conmandnen+.; of God. They had. secn them rece i-rring falthfully the
Sacrgnents ;urci practicing +.h- rirtu(.s that inakc saintsrg they obserwed too. a
nunber of othi:rs r.,rho at times did not livo up to lheir Christian duties and per-
hrps ncglcct=d bhc Intjans o.C srlv:rbion. Yct, this oo"tion of thuir iloclr aiflc d
.+ +h.i^, nnrrr nao'r ih+^ this l i le: thc s.'.nctif ication of their souls. I1'ulyur4,y 5u4r r r r  uu
, ) h ^ r i d h  h ^ n r . , r , * y ,  i i  - . r c  .  r r . r i , , r  i .  t . h , ' + .  r  , ' r  - .  . . r i  q h i  ^ n ,  r " .  - . . r r ,  r r n h n l ' r  " n t l  r O  l u S Sv r r u u l r r r  r r v { u v u L t  - w  . . , r  P . u  r o r t a v r r e r J

than bad. Thoy *crc bacl prr-ciseJ,v bcceus. th'y failcd iro live in conformi-$r

rvith thc rc;quircnents of their chu-rch.. Ju.st lJ-l;, thc bad frlit olies its foulness,
not to the iree th.rt bort- it, but bo outsidL inf u.ilnces such as the sting of :n

insect or thc presence of :L ',rorni. Tl]c P:rstors of thc So.cred }{cart i ' ' i ission en-

ds3voure d to sti,nur atl Lf- t -tforbs of rh- good onLs, 3.11d t,l.l slrcngth.n thc good

vril-l- of thu felt.-ring. Thcy also r,rent aftor thc l-ost shcep anci irarned thr,r Judas
as thc loving irtester clid in IIis carthfy lifc. An occasion lras offcrod to tho

Cstholic parcnts to tcst thcir feithfulness to thc Church, vrhen tho St. I'L?rg3r'ot ' s

school reopencd after llasicr. rt,t-lto is not 1idth lEl said chrlst, is aglinsi I!b. ' l

A fe1i,' parcnts onl-y n Lintaincd th;jir children in :, school- othcr than that of their

Church. irather DU,A]-{NDE rnadc it clcar to thcm tha" ihr:y coul-d not sUrv-c i I't1itro

m:.stu rs " .
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Fathe r FEU\TRTER who perforned then thc functions of pastor of the rfrigley
i',tission and Bursar of the sacred Heaxt lfi-ssion, took nuch pain to secure ancl
orgarize the cupplies of fish need,ed for the Hospital patients. on Mraroh llrth,
he went to Trout Lak: by chartered plane Lo get one load. Hovrrever, hc decided
to tr-'r' fishing at F"i sl.i Lake in the fafl.

trather LfZE travelfed to Je an-lvtarie-Ri'ier as usu:f anci lea'.nt there that
the Indians had askeC ior a smalf boarding scirool in their settlement. The pro-
jcct of a snall Boarding School or llost.:l was also pronoted by a group of pcrsons
in Simnson, as urlL as bv .-hc tniian Agcnt, i.,r. IJrr,lTER, (22) and Inspcctor BAIliy.
Father LIm took off on thc 31st cf ltia.rch for e vacation in his native province
of Qu6bec. He planne cl to confcr ','..'i1rh thc civil anC eccf csiasti_cal ,ruthorities
on the school problens in and aroun:l Simpson during his vj-sit in Ottawa,

Father DI,ALAi{DE had bc8rx, th.n to take fcssons in the Slarrp }anguage
ulder the direction of the polyglot i?ruodorc TRII,IDF.LL. In luarch, he gave a series
of instructions to a prospr.:ctive conalrt, and aftervrarcis preached a spiritual
r . J n ^ l I F n t - i ^ n  _ l _ . n ' i ' . h .  H n : n i + . 1  . 1 , , b l ^ - ' - ^ d  D . -  + l ^ - +  t i " 1 .  + L ^  h ^ r 1 + h  ^ f  + h l  \ \ r n ^ p i  ^ tr r ) /  u r ldu  v4 ! rc '  u r rq  u r r ( -  r ruPur lv r

began to deteriorate and forced. him occasionally to takc a rist at thc i'ospital.
Iather FEUVRIffi rclievcd him in 3irring thc lenten ixstructions and thc add:itional
setnons Curing thc Poly .'Ic-k. ,,Jr..:vcrthclcss, thc Supcrior, r.lcrt as cvcr on thc
school- situatlon, raised his voicc to rcninci Catholic parents of their gravc
duties tor,rerds thcir chi.ldr.n. At nnc tjj,c, h. rv.,:rled p:rcnts :]goinst sundi-ng
thicr children to a Sunday school- other than that of their Church. (23) At anothcr
he directed Fathcr LUSSoN giving the S\rndry j-nstruction to speak on Cetholic efo-
.cation and parental duties. (21+) 0n Sulday July 20, the Pastor propounde d again

the directj.ves o$ thc Church snC explaincd theni as cnforccd by the occlesiastical-
authorit-v, Bishop TROCELTI m. (25) -'\t his requcst, the vi sitif B Fathcr iI. LEf,SING
conmcntc d again on thc tsishopts dirucriv;s on Sundry August 2lr. (26) Obviouslyt
.rhr.. onmhaei s nl eoorl brz the Plstors on Cathol-ic education v,ras to arouse somc reac-
tion among th- population. It cenc on Scptcnbcr 30th, frorn thc tcachcr of the
ncutr:Il school-, 

- 
i,:'. LORD, r Protcstmt ',;lro d-cle1te d to Sistcr PEDIILAUI,T his dis-

l-ike over the refus,rl of the S3crr,'rcnts by th€r Catholic Church authoritics to
parents whos; chil-clren attenc thc Neu'oref schooi. 'Ihe impcrtlnent Gorrcrnment
bfliciel aCded thrt such a drestlc n3&suf|e 1i.as causing nuch lvrangli-ng arnong the
-h^] /  r^nri ' i .+. i^- (21\ ' ;+ i  -  ,-^-+ha- ^f r i^,+.. f  l^a1-. thu plu;suro medc thcn by thcw r : u - L u  p u P u r e r u - r u r r .  \ - - t J  ) v  J r  r i v !  v ' ! /  v r

Honc .q,nd School Association for Nhe rimlg.anstion of thc tro local- schools hfd
failed to j-mprcss thc nc-:'i Supcrlntendcni of Schools, l'[r. J.V. JACOBSON. (28)
^\. i r-1?o-lof,e?s o I llhL tro'rc school r 1r-d not Lt:lit clL j ' 1t t'f thcir pur-osc a'$ is
evidcnced b)' the future events.

,Ihe actirriLics of, the liij,ssion continuo d as usual under the vigorous dircc-
tion of Fl,+,hcr DELALAI{DE nnd inspitc o-f his lailing health. In Febnraryr hc had

traine d eltar boys to dcrwe 14155. p,;tcr I,AFFERTY, Archic and BiUy V-ILI'S\]EWE
pcrformed welf the c5fcrLonics. [vcning rccrcation ffrd entertairunent rlere conti-

nucd at tho l.tission ii.r.]l, i^;hich i.ncludcd showing of sound novj-ng pictures. fn
n.rcd of physic:1l rclhxetion, Fathc r Dlfu\LANDE plantcd tl(:cs in lont of the Hos-

pital in- l,{ry ctd again ln Suptenbcr. A sho:'tagc of ncat supply causeci hjm nruch

worrics thcn. T'lc hal-r-a-ton of buJfalo ncat flol',,'n in by thc li,iission I s planc in

],{ay ard Jul]. had soon vanishcde rs lrcl_f :.s th" l-5oo lbs brought ir-i June by thc

Associatec-i. iit*ayt. Ot.tc ton of bcof lras bcught in August from trfi:. J.t{. BROI|'T[I1'IG
Ivho dccidcd tlen to disposc of his livustock. A fcv hundred por:nds r"icrc rcccivcd
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from tr'or t_ Prov-idence, and cases of carured neat had to be purchased. fron cREEr sstore to keep up vrith the.patientsr hunger. unforturately the popatoe crop yielded
only 100 sachs. Fort proviiencc shipped dovrn f25 sacks ancr rur.'nno:mrtrc bi,ought
in 1000 1bs nore of beef i-n septerrber. A few tons ot salted beef in barrel-sr wele
shipped from Ednonton, and cows were butbhered to conprete part of the vrinter
supplie s, so that the superior vas relieved cf his wo-r:y on thut poirrt.

Brother n AROQUE had bid fareffell again to Si:npson on the Bth of April,
9nd. y*" replaced by Brother L r ECLIfER r,,rho irrived o., itre 1lrttr. The 53_year oIa
Brother, a native of Montr'6a1, the oblate coadjutor had served first Lt lrort
chipevrJran anci thence in Resol-ution, and again chiperyan before coming to Simpson.
A l-ayman, r.ho haci offered hj-s services to the rviission of ivlbckenzie for severaf
years, lr. A. G4.TLLARD, landed on the Istanci on the 22nd o.f June, for the serv-iee
of the sacred Heart i|lission. srris s by birth, xrir. GArj,LA-RD r.rorked. and l-ived ',rith
the conmunity of 0ble,tcs and iras thought by nany to be a religious Brother. H,aving
the care of the colrs (iltrich he did no-r, l-ike ), hj-s preferre d function was to riror!:
with the horses and labor on thi'r farn. - Brother i,rtpl,ANIE r,-as back again on Julv
31st, rcsu.re his fonr.e:' iun:tion;. -.,1. n..r',. coner :.i; the SacreC lleart Mission in
August rras the young Brotrter J.l.i. IURCOT-IE. ; rnech.l.nic a.rld 'rjack o: al_l Lr.Ldes i',
the Brother replaced lJother A. \ttclioll rlho Iras seni: to Ak1.zvik. Several jlqprove-
rnen tc vrere made by tho Brothers throughout ihe suitner. ri netr garage had been
sta::tcd b,v Brother '{ACHOi{. ./i fire esoape lras built outsi.ie the Hospi'r,al. .A. second
sgss-pool 'ffas dug for sevrage. A ne,..i grainery v,ias built. .,1. 1000-ga11or tank
for hot water was instafled at the Hospital, ,.lnd a nevr furnace at the lfission
for hot air heati-ng. In the fall-, )rother TURCOTTE started hauling sanci and gravel
for a concrete iloor 1n the laun.fuy room. A D-2 Carterpillar Trector r,rith bfacie
and rrinch r.ras adde,:i to the farn cquipi:tent this suruner 1952. Brother IURC0TTE
built a bob-sleigir ior hculing bidger loads of wood. Al1 improvements have been
made to reduce narrual -..,ol'i( and speed up the actl!:ihies of the nersr..rnne] i-n srd
around the l{ission.

The 'TCONFT,UEHT l,riliIsPlns rt pubJ-ishr; d ior the past 3 years r.ras given a new
n3Jne r TTCATHOLIC VOICE., :l-,r thc June irsue. The Ediior, I'ai,fre r lq+f,INDE thought
that the evolution:;ras not onl-y,rlog1cal r, as he wanted the bul_letin to be a
"CathoLic Voice For Cathol-ic g.1stt, r,rlth the rno olo rrGOD FfRST'r, rn 'Lhe individual,
the home and sociaf Iife. tudio-vi;ual aids cqu.iprnent .,las brou5irt by Fatle r LIZE
as he returned rron hi: holidc.T; on the 2lbn of .{ovenber. ji neu f6rm Bcll ond
Howcll sound projector h.r'l bccn lon; r'r:r.r.tcd, for the entcrtajnrnent cnd in-formation
of the patients anC school chifdren, 'Ihc uovelty brought by 'rather LI Zll vras a
tt.itglcorir tape-recordero For scme',;ai<s, the ne$ l]tachinc lvas kept turning br' t'r,lo
shifts of aneteurs recording sn-i plryiirg nusic, sorrgs, .roices and evcn breethi-ngs.
The l\ii-ssion was for"',,unatc then to rely on a Iladio-operator, Don fu\P0IllTE, for
keeping the cquipn-n'uJ in 'oocr conditiorr. ior im; a ha:rdy ro"n tot: for fi-:ci:rg
clcctrical fictures a:'ld .'rpprr,1tus, oftt:n in nce-: crf hi; iervic!ii, lvrlr's. I,APOL,\ITE,
a convert, was conferrcd 3?ptism on Clrristmrs of t.rirt ye]r !952. ;n unuijual- event
merke d the cefebration r-)f the iniinight l,l-.cs, as Sister PEDI{II\ULT, a profcssional-
musician, pl:yed $rms on r ',riofin during bhe cercnony. Speci.:l clrcurastances
vlarranted- the use of +"lrat instrunent, since the i'r'les of the Church forbids it
during the liturgical ce ren'Loni; s . In .::r1, c':rs3, it ',,;as a rernilder of a sjl:ilar
event, some 60 I'ears past, ,,rhcn la';rcr lnCOMfE accorpa[ied irith his guitar the
Clrristnas h;nans sung during the iCJrug)rt t,tass. (29)
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ft may be of -nterest to note Lhat special rr.rlc: g.overn thc rel-igious an-
spiritual- l-lfe of th.e r.iissions an the irrackenzie. Such ru].es niake exception to the
Canon Law that regulates the wl'rol.e Catho lc worlcl, as they take into account the
abnonnal locaf conditions of organizatlon fn the North. For instance, litugical
cerenonies nay be preforneri wj-th reduccc-l rites and nlrnber of servers. 0t', the
ljmited period for Easter duties is exLended to the vrhole calendar yeer. Also
the nunber of days of fast and abstinence {, Ii'nlte d to four on1y. Thus the
Sacred Heart trrilssi on has no standard siatus of an organized parish, not even one
of quasi-parish, because the nunber a:rci the standard of parishioners are short
of the requiced. conditjons. This crplains tlte ebsence of regular fee chargcs for
religious serv-ices a.lrd li.turgical cererlonies, such as narriages and funeral-s.
Lirere is no legal tit.hes e.forced fcr the support of the Pastors, nor for the
malntenance of the church building and services.

r />  ) .
-)ii({eeHeei-)i

The New y€ar has oft'en been, if not &ITa]r5, a day of reioice nringle d

vl.iih sadness for the Pastors of the Sacred lleart iuissi-on. Abuses of intoxicating

l-iquors with their sequences of moral disorders burdened the conscience of too

nany catholics and caused them to faif in their obligation of attonding lvlass.

fhe disgracefuf trials that 
'broughi them to ccr:rt r,,ritli thc ensuing sentences of

ii""" oi jai1, prolongecl the .worries and sorro'rs oi those vrho overspent. themselEs
f^r rhe snirif,rrat vrelfare of thelr lihol-c flock. - In an earnest effolt to afin Lhe

youth against such iailj-ngs, Fathcr fELA1AtiDll lnaugurated, _in January L953t new

ilcthods"for religious insiruction. In fater nonths, he -conducted personally a

ferioO of adoration in thc church .lrith 

"hc 
school children, directing vocal

;;;t;"" and h),,nns 53r.', naki-ng appropriate exhortati-on on l1oly Eucharist. In 1larch
'the- 

Superior thought .r.""""iq,, 'uo Lnfo'ce the lavrs of the Churc!, by postponing

the Baptism of a iew born baby, lThose parents.had failed to give their eldcr

childrln a chrislrian educa.ilol. itepcatl d lrarningr have been given against the

send.ing of their children to the rrieutral schooltr' On April 2nd, ^e're of the first

Ffiday] father DELAT,AIIDE pre3ched a rtHolrr Hourrt. in ihc chulch before a $nall

g"oup"or fajthfuf. Havin5'l rds or praisi !9" th?':. h: l1*Tl'";5:f1.lll"i""^
ietigious fervo.r vras u.tknovm to m;st Catholacs of lrorL ;1npson. LVe ntuaJ'y, lnu

*o"ui 
"orr"t"uint 

irnposeri on the Superior on account of the exhausting task in-

Detfed hjln to consi-der a change of funcr:ions and to suggcst i'b. to thc. Bishop.

5"*irr" ilirt 
-"r 

rl"n', r-to bl.d f rici'rctl to Iort Sirnpson with regret, 
"'r"i 

s]ling vrelf

to those he hac earnestry guicled in lhe footsieps of chris i 1n ttre pale. of l1is

Chu.rch.

idcarxrhilee Fathers FHI\rRIjIii ans LIZE had been travclli-ng back ahd forth

to give the scattored- Tndians the splritual ()9I9 of their priestly functions'

Add i t i oaa l ca rcha . i ueeng iv " r rb ; r f a tne r i iEUVRlERfo r f i sh inga tSpruce l ' ake
fry pHliip-ruf,n. He erove if]""o ny ciogs in lrgrcll _ to hsve thihgs ready for houl-ing.

iL- t"tp'" rryerc r'iadc by Fathcr l[. I ']NG pilotting thc Missiont s plane' on the

I[, iSl'""u ]6th of l;e:'ctl, ltitt.t a iotal-. oi ^l tons of fish 41ci carj'bou nealr '

rA6O ii," of buffalo rnc:t iarl been brought from Fort S,'rli:h by pathc r LEISI1'1G to

keep up lrlth the hunger of 'uhe 60 paticnts. y'nd91 care ai the Hospitel' - i'hife

";;th"; 
iApLANTE 

""riopoa 
tr]" Ii.Le;ior of thc r{issionrs chapol and enlargeci thc

ruindolrs, in thc early parL of ihc ycar, Brothcr TURCOTTE built a dark-room for

i:n; ;q"ip*n'; ".t tire'lospit::-. F;thc; L. lryrF, t rd,ssionarv,at*'ll: l""tt"

coo"i, ut='irr"d on thc irtn 
'of 

i',ra.'ch to prcach thc arnual ictrcat' Father FEIIIT{Iffi

n""o*" a telrporarily thc functions of $rpcrior, after ihe dcparture of lath'gr
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DH,AI,a'NDE, but continued his regular uisits to Fort i{rigLey. - The job of digging
a 1500 feet long ditch for.a sewage ctisposal line, .that-had been sti.rted the"irel
vious year, was continued during the sura'ler l-953. (30) - rn Ju1y, Brottrer LApl"{N-
TE began the construction of a nelv barr! at the exact location where the first
Hospital had been buil-t. Those famfiar r,rith tire l{issj-on I s life. co u-l-cl obserwe
then the intense activities carried on by .bhe personnel and lhe employees.

Faiher 5. LESAGn arrlved frorn Fort 3ldth on the 3l_st of July to assure
the Cirection of the busy bees. As the viriter has introduced ure prev:ious Supe-
riors, he must not faif to note that the nevr one had n:inistered slnce 193J

anong the Hare Indians at Fort r\orman and Good Iiope, thence at Fort proridence.
Fol,lowing a severe il]ness in 191+2-L3, thc priest ninistcred rt Fort jvlclurray
and iater.vays rmti.i. I!:5or i;hen cafl-r J. 3t lol't Snr-i-th to act 1.j chJncell_or oI
Bishop TROCXILIIR. Cror.r.red rviih',.'hite hair aL the :rge of !1 years, Father ],FSACfi
may as r,rell confess that he came to Irort Sir,pson vrith nuch apprehension and no
less deternrination. - rratirer -iiEU'VldIER sail-ed dovm to l.Irigfey the same day. -
Iatlre r LI6 acteii as bursar, ,rhife Brotheri LESSATqD, LAPLANTE, TURCOLTE and rtrlon-
sieur GAIILARD,irere responsible for the :'rplntenan:ce of the institutions.

Teeching at the St. i'{argare t t s School was discontinued ry/ the ,jrey Nurrc.
The local school situaiion requircd special at,tention from the Pastor. One of
his first clecisions l'ras the organiza'i,ron of an rrAd-\,-i s ory School Boardrr to neet
the situation an.l take care of Catholic edueation in ttre Settlement. (11) A
fi f st noeeting 'iras held on the f 6t].r of .o.ugust, :.+" which an executive of five mern-
bers iir,s elected. 1-he1' r:rere tr 3ssrs E. l,AFFEftTY, R. GAUDRY, F. SIBBESIOII,
R. CHEIIIER and S BYER. -fhe con".inq of a la.f teacher a1" the St. Margaret I s School
had necessitatd the aruan;r:nent of :l L. aJhrrage. .r portion of the liospital
wharehouse, made sditabl-e anci confcrtabl-c for that purpose, was r€ady for occu-
pancy by :,]r. FELLCjT;'ruS on tho 3',,11 cf October. J largc hot air furnace uas j.nstalle d
in the basenent dug hurriedly i:r Septerrber. The other portion of tle nrharehouse
was turned into a roorL for ihe regisbered llu!:se, Iliss Pl,AIriOliDON. At the school,
an addition was built in .{unrst frlr a better accomnoCation of the r1uoils.

Twcnty-on: children c.t.or.rdcd th' 3ant tAnn" on the 7th of Septembcr going
to the Fort Providence Residentiat Schoof" Father FEI'VRID]I acconpani-ed thern for
a-week visit at the htission there. On thc 19th, he went dovrn to l'frigley for one
rnonth. -Lgain on the 28th of Ociobcr h,- ,irove b; dogs to ipruce Lake for super-
vising thc fishing by P'rilip 'I-ILD. Ii:.;tcad o-[ conlng back to Si:npson along the
u-irter road, r,s iL v:s crpecLeri br, .i:,- Supcrior, the roving priest drove to For'r,
llriglel'. rtnt. ANTOI|JE, ';rho ]rad been sent irom Si:npson to neei Fathe r FEUtrRIm
on the trail on the lst oi Decenber, c rnc. br"ck ,lone, vrhile the f-athcr arrived
the next day by air lron '.Irlgley. - Thc nel', barn ,end. a nelr garage were sufficientlr
conplcted to Dcn:li+ occuparlcy in htc faf-l. f,. that time, Brotllcr LISSARII had
L:ft for a vscltio:r. Cn thL 12Lh of OcLober, : ni;ht fi-reron began h-is functions
to re l-ieve the Brothers of that vrork anti for fire protection. It was Jos. LAFFEtify
who could be erd has Lcen sirrce rclieJ. upon, just as one r::c mbcr of the 1'crsonncl.

Sihce the departurc of Iathor DEtrAUrlflE, thc Cathofic Voice had bcen pu-
blished by Fathcr LIZE. Fa'uher FEUVRIIIII too had bcen an occasional- contributor
to the buJ-l-etin. The lfovernbe r is sue of tha b year 1953 h^rd tr,'o pages by l,bther
J. DElllS, Superior cf thr iorL Provid,:nce ilission. By thc tnd drf thc yuar, the
'rCatholic Voice tt had become .:. lionlhly publication.
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The llrission adnrinistration had then !o persons to provide with food. Three
tons of frozen fish were hauled fncrn spruce Lake on the 15th of lecernber and l_a.
ter in rebruary. Five tons o.f bu-ffalo msat r,rere brouglrt fron Fort srnith and L?5
hens were butchered to conplete the supplies of fresh food. for the y:ar.

fhe Catholic population in Simpson numbered 387 out of a total of 536,
or 72 fi. 13 chil-dren had been conf'erred the Sacranent of Baptism in 1953. Bishop
TROCEIIIER adnr-inistered Confirnation to f5 chil.ciren and one adu1t. The pastor
had observed in recent months the c difldng exemplary life of a few Catholic {a-
nLil-ie s of Governrnent Officral-s. Those arc always asscts i-n a cornnul:ity. Since
their deeds tthunder ''vhat thay a1€1, thoy contrast vrith the behaviour of tho a
average nembr:r of the Church. Thc contrast is shar?ened in a cor:Im]r1ity, as is
the casc at Fort Sirpson, r,.'hcrc thc mujoritv h3s no or little cducailon and so-
ciaL sLendard. Bec:usc c:f thc rr C..cp ano l:'c bng influcncy, ttlis snr.l-l gfoup may
bccorne thc natural- feadcrs in the ::cligious ard other ficlds. 0n J&nuary l-3th
of the new year Lgil], those mcn anri womcn gathcred at thc St. lviargaret I s School
and forrne d a Study Club in viclv of j-nproving thcir lcrov,rlc dgc j-n the Christian
I'aj-th and Morals. Thc mcnbors took the dccision horrevcr, that thc l-ad.ics lvoul-d
do bettcr to ncct sr par.xtufy and fonn r scction of llhJ 'rcatholic .lodJn Lcague rr.
Llrs. S. BIER uas thcn !-.1. ctrd prc-sidcnt of thc group at a mecting hcld on the
2Lth. Sistr r T, CHALC',JX, Supcrior of bir.. 5t. I{a-rii,rct I s }'lospi La1, brought hcr
co-oper:ation and mrde avaifable the scrvices of hcr pcrsonncl. Activitics such
cs necdle work, iarittj,ng and a-r-ikc 'i.cr{) addcd to the progran. The lvl3n I s Stuqy
Cl-ub lras to fr:nction as part oi th.r r\dv-i sory School Board. At thc meetirg on
the 21st of Febru.ary, Fathcr R. HAR.AI,IBURU, Supcrior of thc Fort Resolution fulis-
sion, outlin.'d hlis viuus on Vocrtion:.f training, .r:r,- nradc suggustions rccordingly.
He lras then preaciring thc annual retrcot to 'bhc Oblctes 

"nd 
Grcy NwIs. llrothcr

O. I,ESSARD rriss*d iL as hc r"turn. d. only o:r thc l-y',h frcm his v:-crlion. Brothcr
J. LapLANTts had been confihcd to bcd on accor:nt of a sciatic il-]ncss. Brothcr
TUnCOTTE, I,lrho cumulatcd nost naterial functions, l'ras ca]led to assj.st bhc PetcaJ-
Oil Co. rrqith the l[ssion D2 trrctor for hauling oil to thcir cants some L0 miles
r,fcst of the Scttlerlcni. iio made two tri-p s tolrards thc gnd of I'obruary'

r95l r .
J:ii-iiii-riiePf,t

Several projects of all sorts .viorc in thc limclight in 7954 for th'
bencfii of the comm.:nity rnd su.:'rourdir-g disLrict. Thc uistrict ,.dtilinistrator,
ldT. L. A . c. C" HUNT v-isited slnpson on thc ?3rd of Febmar5r in viciu of chocg-
ing a Oitc for a fuliurc Doctorts rosicicnce. Hc confJrrcd l'r-ith thc Superior for

the purchase of r parccl of lancl or,J"ned by thc iifission, but ultinatcly nadc an
optibn for a location at thc I'lcst boundJry of l-ot 1'l+ or.ocd b)r thc R'c'i{'P'
Ur. gwf agreed thrn to rcconmcnd the al-lotmcnt of a strip of lcnd on that l-ot
for a prospcctivu road allovrrnc-, in continu:tion of thu beck-ro:rd, oniLlng thcrc
in front oi tho church. Hc ordorcd aftcnrards the inoving of the Gane r'trarden t s
rosidence back sone yards, for thc road 3llov'rnce at that l-ocation. The recolG-
mcndation was ignored howc.rr r by the Dcpcrtnrcnt of Hcal-th and'delfarc a:]d. the
rcsrdence vras bul1t exactly on the spot vlhul'c th(r road oll-ourancc could have been
mado. fn later years, rirhen thc Govcrnmcnt purchasLd a stnip of land along thc
East boundary oi lot t9 for r road cl-Iovrc,ncc, a re d.re s smcnt of the back-road had
to be rnade along the rcspcctivc boundarl.:s of l-ots 12 and 17 to avoid the sh:up
turn at thet spot. (32) iirc ncvr 66r rood slong the ,.,{cst bound.eries of Lots flr and
15 nay nog be -omp!_ote d before 1960r rirhcn funds arc rnadc avail-abl-e for its cons-
tnrction.



A long desi-red project favou.ed by Father FEurrRIxR was phe rnoving of the
Fort Wrigley population to a new site at Justice Creek, some 30 nr:iles ibove the

lqh,cken zie River. trdr. A. COTTRELL, Indian Agent, gave his applovaf on the lth oi
rEbnrary 1951r. Father FEUVRTER. requested the approval of the- transfer frorn the
Iviinlster r€sponsible for rndian Affairs, the llon. prcrEnscrlr in october of that
year. (33) In the raeantlme, he rrrote profusely on the project. (3L) Ihe Hudsonrs
Bay Co. pere apparently iniLifferent to the nove, since they operated their tra-
ding business at a l-oss, The Vican Aposiolic showe d little interest i-rl tJre tran s-
fer of the Mission. -tt portion ol the population of i,rrrigley wanted a daf school
for their children. L'ir. A CoTTRB.L, their Ag:ent, requested it for thern. Father
FEUVRIER continued to hope in +"he r,ossibility of ',,he change, as he vras conv-inced.
of 1ts advantage s and benefits.

In ilbrch and April, Father LfZE travell-ed to Rabbit-Skin-River and Jean-
l',[xrie-River as usual and also down the i\iiackenzie Biver and as far as Sibbeston
Lake. llinter trave]Ling by the nissionaries Tras colrling to an.end, as mosi Indians
l.iv:ing in scattercd canps, cxceJ)t J-.1n-l\iarle-River, "iere spending longcr periods
in the Settlement . ir,iorc of their ch]-ifdren ,,,..ere attendi.ng the Boardlng School.
Thus, rel-igi-ous instruction ano the aitljlnistration of the Sacraments to i,his nor-
tion of the flock lvere better token carc of.

The econorric. co.rditions of the InCians had deteriorated in rccent years,
lu,hile social- condi-tions vrere unciergoing nary change6. Sl-ightly nore than 50 %
of the populatlon were of Indian itatus, and rnost of then had lived 1n scattered
cemps nost part of the years. A decline in the pri-ce and quantity of gane and
fur compclled a percentage of lhem to g:aduall,y settfe down ln to'..'n. As the per-
sonnef of the i'lission had n:dc :. survey 1,rct stu.iy oI -,,ire situatlon, they publi-
shed, on 

"he 
3l-st of Ma!, a brlef oumary of thclr vlevrs on the problems. Their

suggestions covered three nai-n ficl-ds; (first) :,n encreasecl fishing in near-by
Lakes during the fal-l- and winter; (sccono) .rn encreased production of cattle for
roeet supply; (third) nore boarding faci-Litici end a manuaL t.P3ining course for
the youth. - Another siudy wes nacle of the Eean-lfarie-River condlitions by Father
LIZE, rftich lvas published :rt th., sime tlme. (31r A)

In ,\,ry of thrt yrsr f95l+r Brochcr J.,.. TURCOTTE went to the iibLeston
saw-ndl-l to undcrLakc the cubtilg of logs ''ith enployces rIld to ,trssist in i:x$ing
lumber for the l,[ission. i,hen the job 1''3s completed, thc J5-]'ear ol-d ilrother con-
sidered seriously Liiscontinuingl his ;ervices at the ivlission and asked to return
to his farnily. He departed from Sii'Dson on the 2nd of June, leav-ing belu-nd hin
a reputation od "r capable and herd workLr, r.s ri('l-l- rs of r good religious m.1n. -
Brother I,APIANTE began in June the enlargement ,en.-l reshaping of the old barn.
In Jul-y he lvas busy at the preparatory work for instaLl-ing a high prcssure steam
boiler and new laurdry mochines. Tolr3rcts ihe cnd of thc nonth, he lras digging a
and buil-ding a sm3l-1 basement at the rear of the l{ospital- and an a'liLltion behind
the boiler roorn for cool storage places.

At Jean-Maric-River, the rci'rly built D:y School lrel-comc its first Govern-
nent teacher on June Jrd, l/'tr " l1'. DODICK, r'.ho hrd becn engaged for the sunnner

season onl;r. Tolrards the cnd of Augt.st, X,Ir. DODICK made application for the tea-
ching during the lrhol-c school lruu', but'rrs refused sincc anothcr tcacher hr.d
appfied for the fr:nction. ,{hen th.: latter ch:rlge d hcr ni-nd, Mr. DODICK lra,s asked
by the teparhrnent lo fakc hur pl-ace, but rcfuscd then. The post remailed vacant
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f or the second school year. A year bef ore, i\,{rs . S. IJAGEMIS of yel_low}crife had
spent only a few days teaching at the school anC hurried out by air to yell_ow-
l.:rlfe on the f8th of October. (35)

A large group of Indians met in 'r,he SL. .lflargaret r s School on the l8th of
July to confer on ',,helr nEny problens. .Ajnon€ other decisions taken, one l,ras to
request sa'J-mill equipnent from their .,)cpartnrent. Another Tras for assistance in
fishlng e4pediiion to nelghbouring lakes. They discussed al-so Vocational Training
for their youth, anci approved or- uending some boys to the !'ort Re solution School
where sorne traiuing of that sort lras provideri. They also prepared a petition to
the Goverrrnent for the erection on the Island of a i3oardj-ng School to meet the
needs of the school popullt:on of the surroun,ling district. At Treatl/ time how-
ever, no mention had tcen made b.1 thost' -lndiJns of cheir derqnd for a Boarding
Schoof. llol';ever, one oi thern l-aiC s ccnlaint tc the Agent that the youth retur-
ning for the Residentiat School rvas inapi to the life od hunter and trapper. (36)
His renarks were ingnored b..' all presenl, because nost Indians understood then
the lncreasing need of at leasb a primary educati<-rn for alf- thedrr children.

Fort Sj-npson vras honored .,rith the v-j- sj-t of high Goverr:rnent Officiafs l'rho
arrived on the Jlst of July. They rrcrc Lhc new liaister o-[ iiorthcrn .\ffairs, the
Hon. Jean LESAGE, his Deputy i,riinister i,iil. G. RoBERTS0N, and assistant i'tr. LAMON-
TAGl'lE, the Federal, Menbe r of Parliament trr|n. [{erv. }nRmE, and Mr. STtr]AD of the
Justice Departnent. The Ofiicials r'Iore on a tour of rnspectton and s bu$r o3 the
conditions in thn ,.,rcke"1zi,.", lo]" futr",ru 'revcl-oDnent of thc cor.mtry. At a public
neeting hel-d in ure evening, the r/Iirrislrer and his DeputJ/ l/iinister delivered an
address. 1,1r. J.l'f. GOO|ALI introiluced .rnd thanked then.

At the i/1i5sion, rve vritnessed on the 2[th of August, the return of Brothei"
-{. VACHoll, r,,'ir o r:as giYen shortly r3L tur' -.h,: contr.}ct of digging and lnstal-l-ing a
sevrage disposal line fron the Fathers I resj-dence " 

- Th" ncil teacher, lu;r. Ivi. GALllliiT
ililrs . GALI"q,NT ancl son had arrived on the 20th of th:t nonth. Thirty children
registered at the St. l\{arg3rct I sj ichool on Scptembr'r lst. trenlry-one $ent to tho
Residentiaf School- at Providence. One girl rrenl to the i\ursets aide School at
Fort Srnith, and one boy to tl.ie Vocrtlona] School at f'ort Resoluiion.

Events of thc ycar f95lr pointeci out the important devcl-opnents in the
making ai; and for Fort Si,rpson. riw:r,re of thcir importance, the Superior had
wanted to acquaint himself bettcr vr'i-th the situaiions by visiti:rg the Jean-liarie-
River Settlemcnt on the 1st of r'iugust, and Fort Providcnce from the 2+th ol Aug.
tif1 the Bth of S,ptcnrber. l.rorcovur, hu lcrt b;' ccnoc for Fort Liard on the 20th
vrith Father FE]I.\IRIER as; a c:ptair: and L.,ngin-ur, to confcr tu-ith Fathcr LECOAT on
connnon problcms md pr"o jec15 . Thu Lril i l, that ti:ru of thc y.,cr rrls no l-cs s then
'thai-T Taisingtr for thc Sup.rior ..'ho hnprcns to bc the wri',er of Lhis sLory. :le
conferred at Nah"une, on tho J0th, r',1th lir. G. KR{USS 3nd the lndian fani.lios,
and we reachcd Fort Liard on thu 2nd of October' ror firo days' ';;g stu<iicd our
problens 1[lth the I]irector of the i,ission ancl a number o1' Indiails. r. conference
iritti ttre local i{.B.Co. rianagc r 3n3- tho R.C.l,1.Po1ice c ornplete ci our progranr .:irld
I had reached then t;".o conclusions rel&livu to tho eciucational- rnatters. There
rri.s an unani,nous :r.grcemcnt of opi nion i1-] frvour oi e Day School in tho Settlernent.
gucond, thj vissicnr th" Juclsonrs B:yr '"-n'i thi Ino:iLrns ]Jrusr-nt thcrc, rp1'r:ovc d
of a BoarCing School eir Fort Sirtpso:'], Irltcrc thc chil-dren frDn scatt^,rcd canps
could receive thelr cc:,ucation. Corporal- LflfllSAT o.f tlrq R.C.l!i.t. voiced highly the
nced of a l-ocal- Ilostel anc :. narkcd olpocition to a ccntnl- Boarding School et
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Fort simpson. He enrphasized what he called re rrinhu.r,rane x treatment forced. on
a child to leave h.is cabents a:rd be alvay fron his orr,I,, peopLe and enrrironment.
I \ r r ' l -hor +h6 n^h^ '^r  

-  
^1l a urrEa, urre uu!LJu|d.r- ,:rairned that his orm childlen had a right to a school. in

the Settlenentr and '.iras prepared to reconrnancl the seffing of rations to the fa_
milies wil-l-ing to stay in tolm so thtit their children n:-gnt attend a day school.
Tiris latier policy appeared at variance rith that of the other R.c.M.ps. As for
the- other vie,rrs, they only confirme d r,rhat we knelr long ago about the pre sumed.
e\.ils of the Boardtng School systcn. (37) tn" dccsenting voice tinkling in our
ears vrhen ure feft Fort liard on the 5th of october had conpletely di.ed out once
lre passed the rapids ai a speed lrhicir tras rhair raisingn, and ire had a cold
bath belovt one of then. rhen fron afar I glance d at Fort Sirnpson, which I thougnt
J v.rould never see again, I thanked and blessed lathe r FEUVRIER for harring taken
n-re back saiel.' arC cnrichcd wrth no]'e experiunce oI inequal value.

fhe rninds r,velethen in gesiation on the Isl-and. (38) On the day follo.rrring
the celebratron of the Annlstice, a public ga+.heriflng discussed and voted for the
erection of a Gol'errurrent oir'::e d anC operatcd Day School of undenonrinatioaal- char-
acter at Fort Si:npson, anC oi one l{os'bel of tir€r same character. (39) The three
Catholics present abstainod fror,r casting theiT vote. &r the 19th of Decernber,
a public meeting of the Catholic population pronouncod i-n favour of naintaini-ng
a systen of e ducation in accordance 

"ith 
the principl-es anC prectices of thcir

Church. A petiti.on lras th\:n prepared r-or circul-ation anong Catholics on1y,
rcq:csting 'uhc Gove rnment Lo respcct and r'r-ri:rLain their rights in thc proposcd
nerr educational facj,litics. (LO) fnosc :nd othcr events perbalning to the general
history of Simpson have their llece in this chap*+-r, although thcT irili bc rc-
yi-rtcd scparctel-y i:i thu f1st.

Jt-)(test'4)iJs{Jt
The Tol{-n t'ras then on tJro vc::gc cf a boom. Thc Pastors of tho Sacred

Heart l.,iis sion werc prcpared for thc chellengc in tle.i: own fiel-d aud soundcd the
ffarn:ing in early 1955 against a flon in norelity rrin o}'der to rnake of tltis tovar
a bettcr placc to liv€ in.rr (lrf ) nre rncmbcrs of bht: Catholic Lfonenrs Lcague kept
active in the fa1l and thToughout the n.lnter. Card partics had been added in
thcir program to provicle untir-tair,rnent to al-..]- classes of thc population. The
executive members of the .l.dvisory- School Board, nho obselved thc movcrncnts of
thc conmunity lif{j, lYorc attcntive to thc l'n:lfarc of Catholic cducationr. and
to the inter-ests oi tho Catholic portion of tire popuJ-ation in and aror;11d. Fort

si:npson. n.iports publishod by i.,tr,3srs R. ClimilnR, s. BYER anci lvi.. GAIJ,AI{T in lho

Catirolic Voicc arc i-nCic:rtrons of thc tolk bcin; donc. (lr2)

I3thcr FEU\AIXP, :rriv" d frotn |ilrigl.y on th. r2th oi Jsnu'Iry for the annurl-
rctreat bcing preachcd by !':thor. PICARD ol For.b chipor'4yan. 'Ihc tforgottcnt nis-
sidn.rv ranor*,cd nixcrl resufts in l'Ii$ pastoral- dutiirs. Father I,IZE, rvho had been

at Jcan-l&,rie-River, brought bitck on tho llrth ol January thc assurance. that thc
, r q ^^y . . d  I - i ? . . i r  . r : i q  L r . t : t r i  -  ; -  + l i -  i  - n - l  r +  ' l  ^ f i " f j 6n  O f  t hC  fLOCk .  On  tho  26 th ,' J 4 v r L u  r  f r -  . " I I V !  ! L

thc Superior took ofi for lldnonton in nccrl cf- dcnttll- cere. i'ftriLe at Snritbl he

sought p3storal dirLctives fron' Lh'r Episcoprl ruthority in thc interust or- thc

L,ij-s;ion and of thc O:r,tholic popuJ-ation. In Fcbrr:'ary, tlx, i',iission t s Plone h3vjllg
fail_cd to haul urc fish supplics fron spmcc L:.kr: d:.rc to un-favourablc l-aniliing
conditions, ts/othcr J, LAPT,AIITE undcr{ook thc hauling by land r,-!rith our D-2 trac-
tor rncl tlqo l-argc bob-slcighs. i{c startt d on the l5th on thc o}d ttrsctor roadl
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rTith Father rEl[v]JER as a guide and chaplain. G. IrILLEI,TEUVE and D. .vcpHnRsoN
went along as his assistants, as they liere traver-r-ing day and rright. The whole
trip l-asted B days. Father TEUVTLIER continued by dogs frtn sprucJ Lake to lfrigley.
0: the 2!th, Brother LApLAI{TE, G. \tLLn{EIrlrE 

"rr"O 
Ar]t. AI,II OINiI started for a

second trip ancL they returned on the 2nd of ],ro::ch. They had hauled lr tons of
fieh ld-thout acc:-dent, but they fel-t that the fisks hacl been rrary ;:nd they r-ejoiced
over their successful adventure. .then Father IEUVRIER returnecl by air frorn'.)-rigley 

on the 1!th, he expressed the opinion that hauling by air r'.ras the only
re1lab1e means of securing the fish supply for the Hospital. Both cornmr.mities of
0bfates and Grel' lfir.ns gathercd arourd him, on the .feast of the Annunclat1on, to
cel-ebrate the 2! ;.gars of his priesthood. the }.,tr s sionarX. had been co;npelled to
rest at the rlospit1f for .r i.vr lays, but |e der:rtcd e;:in on thc 5 r oi April
"^ -  

-  A  .1166t .  -+  ^ - .  ^ *^ , .  -  h i  c  -on-_ t  n  r i  .  i r i  ry . ]  a= ,r  L / . 1 j l  r ' : r u r . r t s  r - + J  J , v r r , ! !  f u  L i r r 6 r E ; , .

ltre relaie here beforeirandr +,he last nonths oi Father FIUVRIER t s career in
our nridsi ancj. in tlte lviackenzlc. l.ie saif e..1 doi','rr fron Si:npson on the 26th oI lvhy
and landed at Justice Creek to do the preparatory ivork lbr the construction of
his proposed nevr residence, thcnce continued to his l/iission. Early in June, a
few Indians fron iTrigley rcported +"o thc Superior at Irort Simpson that, in thei"
own opinion, Iathc r FEUmf}}l i,ras growing ser:i-ously i11. They had observed in h-is
daily contact shor'r, spells oi tizzj,ress. The TAl,Es had al-so nentioned, that
carlier in thL" 1,i-inter bhc Fri€st su'itred short sncl-l-s of dizziness, as he tra-
velled by dogs betvrcen Spmce and lish I-akes on his way to Fort i:{rigfey. And nore
recently, an Indian ?er)ortecl having scen hin not '''rel-I at Justice Creek. Alerted
by such r€ports, I in'ne diate ly- ,?roto t'o hir, ;sking npre infornation on his hea:hth
and offering hjm thc: he1-p of onc of our Brothcrs ii' he uished. llis reply indicated
that the reports lverc fglse .r:rd he cicclincd any assistance. furthar, he v'ra rned
me, that sonc. lndiu; of duiri ous r.. sicctability ivere trying t': ckrnllge his reputa-
+,ionr staling specific accu:atio,rs of th"fts 'l8ains'r onc of thcn. (L3) trr ttrc
Zl+th of Jun.1 tLc fricst t'ar.s st:nJinfi nr.ar thu h.b.Co. storc in thu aitcrnooit,
while the treaty Pariy r,Iar goint on. Slrddcnl.lr , hc collapsed to the grormd.
Doctor NIHUS prese t 3t th, TTJaty rras callcJ inmc di-at.ly, and considerjng ihe
situation serious, eskc.l by tel- 3::an for nX' pcrmission to fly hi-n lo Si.:rpson j.:rp

mc iLiatcly. Brougi.rt urconscious to thc Hospital, thc sick Prj-est renainc d in that
state aff night and rhc n;xt day, !:l:tlL hc had b-cn flom by the it'ission's planc
to the C.ene ral liospital at !.jdnonton. - On thl 3rcr, day, hc rrecovered consciousncss
and i:rprove d slov,r\. for sonc .,i:oks. the mcclical- faculty, althor'-6;h u:rcertain of
tlp cause of the illness, dcclarcd tho Priest ulfit to return to thc I'lorth. Tbrc'e
years of rest and troattnents hli-i:.I a provsd unsatisfactory, Father FE|JVRIER lvas
sent to France, lrhcrc hc continues .bo llivc in mindr luith r.rs. Bcsj-dcs sq,-ing his
Holy Lrass daily a:rr1 obs.,'rving thc rcligious obligs.tions, hc pcrforms divers
functions. ,ric notc in particullr thu writinq of a lorrg rL'port on his forr,rcr Mis-
sion of lort $rigtey. (i+l+) ito'r in iris 5::th Tcar of a3e, Iather FEIJVFJLR hopcs
to scc Simpson rnC'.7rig1ey :r1eitr, lcrving rll things, hor+cve r, into the hands
of God. lvleanvrhil-o, he offcrs his sr.crificts :urd prayers for our Mission and the
Xissions, in thc hope that his forncr fl-ock nay ieinain faithful- Christians. ([!)

Back at thc Sacred lldart Missj-on, rrc find Faihcr F. i[OISA]l cor4rleteJy
paralysed in i',lierc]-r 1955. ttarning bien lrrconscious for several celys, hc passed
alray on Holy thursdiy, April- 7, 3t Br00 :lm in the prcsoncc of Fathe r LIZE. The
good shepherd then compluted :n apostolic carecr of !0 ycars in and arotnd I'ort
Sj$pson. Pj-s vrholc life ney bc- summ.d up in trio lvords: Sacrifice arid Charity.
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Father L+ZE took olf fof Fort prov-idence on the Zth of June to assist the
lone Father DENIS. Borther LAPI,ANTE went aboard the Y.T.C.L. boat on the 20th
w'ith the naterial for constnrction of the house at Justice creek. The uDrk was
corpleted r{ithin a nonth. Then Father IFUVRfXR becane itI, and his nel'r residence'was never occupied. Father LIZE r',rent dor.ir to Fort rilrigley on the lst of JuJ_y
vrith Brother LAFLINTE to put order at lhe lEssion left unexpecte4ly by the Direc-
tor. .qnd this was the last travel of l-ather LIZE as ,\ssistant at the Sacr€d Heart

Mission. He departecl for his new post at lort Liar<l on the 19th of September
pernmting rvith father ],ECOAT of that l,4ission. The [Q-ysap o]d nr:issionary bid
farewel to Sinpson in-th regrei, as he .l"ras to fincj, anrple opprtunities of self-sa-
crifices ai the lone\r St. Raphael t s iviission. Fathe r i,ECOAT rras not a new comer
on thjs Island, since hls first obedience in 1937 was for tr'ort Sixlpson. He ar-
rived on the 2l+t1: of that month to assist the Superior and to be the Pastor of
the Fort itvrigley l,lission. A f]uent speaker in the Sl-aW language, the [1-year
oli-t priest went Co.rn by canoe to nake contact vrith his nen {Lock. The judieious
Pastor reported- in November that conditions aere not all- good there and nentioned
in particul5r the ndserable cordition of the aniicluated residence.

Conditions at Jean-iriarie-Fj.ver warranted a suitabl-e residence for the -
priest who J-ived anong the popuhtion off and on dirring the year. fn the course
of a visit there on the Bth o-f September, arrangenents were made by the Superior
for thc construction of a l-i.r t by llLr l-og builcing for that purpose. A second trip
on the 7th of October convinced hjm i}rat the house vras hardl-y suitabl-e for tlp
winter. However, it haci bee:r gradually conpleted; so that rcligious instruction
and serv-ices couLC be held there.

On the Istand, lifo run at a slightly encr€aseo tempo, as inpending deve-
lopnent of divers sorbs urged gronps in the Settl-enent to sponsor a:rd organize
activiiies of their orrn. In the Catholic fi-eld, The St. Ulargaret rs School reopened

,tril.;h 26 pupils taugtht again bf i,ft I{. QAILANT. His function as teacher to the ilos-
pital patients had been '-aken over tnern ly 3 new comer, liliss M. ROHE'RIY. - Corporal-BYm 

detivered an address on rtThe Sensc 0f Rcsponsabilityrr at a publi c meetixg
of the nelv parent-Tbacher Assoclation, on the 2Lth of October. (l-l7) - lnotner
bv ltr. R. CHENIER on rtschool History In Canadatr had been delivered prevlously in

Augus+,. (hB) - The Coli.i. ladies conducteci a nnninage sate in Novedcer for the
beiefit of ihe nced,r. - An unusual practice 1'ras introdlced during thet rnonth at
the st. Idargaret rs school, as a group ot young catholics insisted bn helding
r.rd<ly dances. The e4perirnent rlas toleratcd, on the condition that adult super-
visi"on be nade each iime. It plovert :,ftervards i;o be unpopular anC tle practice
was discontinucC.

!  7  ) v .
')t*rtX-)eA(J'rX-

Thc nelr year Ig56 l,lwne d rinder rena"kable ausplces. &r the -.3rde a fire

burnt to the grounfl thc ol-..1 barn thab had been restorcd and enlarged only a few

months bef ore. (t_r9) ttr o the fir€ I'ras still raginge the pupils of t'he st. tr/br-
gal€t ls School an.i their tcachcr',.iere taking possession of the new cl-ass-room at
iho l'"dernl Day School. At 3:30 p.rn", thc Superior blessed the new facil-ities
and the rvhole Llass in the prescnc,- of ltFss. CHEMER and C. LAFTERIY. Tha official

opening ceremo4y took place on thc 5th at B:00 p.n., and was attended by a large
nurnber-of per"on". cF.l s. BYm presided ovur thc ce remony sponsorcd jointly by

thc Hotte A;d Schoof Association rnd the Parent-Teaehcr Associ.aiion. the progra,n
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cp€ne d by the cutting of the rjbbon by lx. ;1. DAY u'ho presented then the keys o-l
the Catholic wing to ftir. LI. GAIL{ NI. After the singing od rr0 Canadar', the cha:ir-
nan introduced the speakers vrith his usual abilit;,-. Ir[rs. CHENIB. strressecl the .
role of the paients in education and urged theri to co-operate rrith the teachers,
l[r. GALLAIr ernp]rasized the influence of the horne traini.ng on the schoo]- vrork and
the efforts requir€d b)' the puoils to i.cquire le arnjng and eiucation. Jvh. BLEILEI1
expressed first hi-s regret over thre failure to airralganate the tmb school units
and rvent on sayin; thrt he hoped nevertirclcss in the ftrnctioni-:rg on :! :riendLy
basis. [drs. J. CI1EE insistecl on thc rofe of the Home and School Association and
on the importance of re gJl-ar attend,rnce c"t school by the children. Chief B. GAZ0N
spoke in both Erglish. ancl Sl-.rlT" stressing thc Lr:''lilence of the fami-ly on the
progress at Schoo]. After poinbing ou.t that iL is hrrcj rrithout educaiion today,
however, he renarke ci that education is not necessary to raise a child properly.
I{r. GA ZON insiste d that the }latives should have '"he sane education as the iiririte.
ItIf you }ove rcally your childrcrlrrt sail hc, tt.:end your children to school and
se nd theul on finre. rt lllhil-e he regretted that his olrn school ycaf,s had been too
fe1,r, he rejoiced over the opportu[ities offerred nolr to our-youth fcr a better
and higher education. lilr. J. GTl,BEy, Fresident of the Hone and Sctrool Association,
rr inod +,rln nlrr:slr?e o1' .r"l l  ov,:- f.he o',r-ninc of Lly: Catholic'rring and thoug:tt that
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r-: ^ --^ - r^-. i - +,r^ .t^1'6't  ̂ nm6ri. ,rf -.hrar,t ion at Fort SiImsOA. He ObserVedt  I I I J  Y l d >  d ,  5 : E d , ! .  \ a j  f l !  u - ! s

that one lrho re3ards educatioaal hitory lceol'rs that teachilg is a controversisl
rnatter. But it Jhouto noll cListtlrb us 1''ihen parents and all- do their best for thc

cornrnon good. 1!{r. GIl,BEy concluded that education is or shoulc be a chil-d.rs'1d8ht

but for many it might be thoir Salva'uion.

Bl-sie NOR';IEGIAN, a grade-[ pupfl, prcsented a souvenir to lvir' GA]'LANT on
behalf of his pu;ils. L to[tn" of ihant3 io *,1e Conrtissioner vfas approved and

sig,,re d by the tvro secretarj-cs of thc Associati-ons" rlGod save the Queent' brought

the ceremony to a cl-ose' A iepe-recorcling of the I'rhofe progran has becn its9c.ly
Mr. R. lirnBD: l,jr. J. II$IISTJ i;erve ,l ;:s litc rprctorin th-e Slavy la-nguage. (!0)

Tt-is rras the finest exarlple of co-opcration in support of education, rtl the nhole
annnr r . r i t , r .  ;n ,+ .  r ,nF^ , , t t , - , . r -  1 . .  + t -a  -+*a  n ]  -  " -^ - ' - t :  thc  typc  o f  schoo l  in  the  Set -
u \ r r J r r u r r r  u J ,  u L ! : - u u r y ,  L r r u  J u I u J u a u  o r v s r

+.l(1l.n.nt hrs nol-, a.s wat foUnd 3 cotnrion basis Of nutuaf undcrStanding 
'oetween thC

proniotors of divcr3ent educational- philosophics.

January Jlst of that yc arT955t brougi.rt urcxpe cte dly t!9 iev. Fathc r J.LD;iI{
to assist the Superior of thc Sacrcd IIc art tr'iission" Noaring !0 ycars and lldth

20 years of nissionary rrork ir:ri nl-y :-rnong the Eskinos, thc socius.had-been broken

to all tasks. A naiiYc of Carlsbourg, Bclgiun, I'ather ADAii scrt"ed only I nonths

in our midst, as hc rvas to lcavc foi'a vaJation in his country. - A conpatriot,

the young Faiher H. FOSSET, r,ias i:o takc his place tiro raonths 1a'rcr. Hc arrived
alsi uneipe cte dly aLonc b)'' ca.noc froll Fort Providcnce on thc }Oth oi August'
rn hie rrri.n,. ,rri,,rritv 'i thu agu of 31 y":rs, Fxbhcr POSS]IT oifcrrod l, v,xricty

of tu:_"irt. in :Ln eariest nccd of cxcrtion. tlportlnitic s 1'ri11 not fail- hfu.
'. 

Xhe Sacrc|l lcart l[ission had blcone 3 ccnt'cr of attrection thcn:

the fact is that Fathcr A. ROBIII o:r" !'ort ,.]ood. ilopc had chosen to takc up residence

ai Fort simpson. Hc too arrivccl uncxpuctcdly on thc 28t'h, lrith instnrction to

take good carc of his health :rn.i spr.rc his 70 yeers.

On thc f arn, th. n:it b:]r"r rI:Is cor;pl- tuC in the falt to rupIace tf9 one

abandonncd on thc iot purch:s"ri by th. Golc rn'ncnt for thL n.vf schoo-L 1;1''l-t. ;!

ltatcr l-inc frorn thc liosrital to thc i,{ission'vras put in operation. lhu graillery



-86-

was haule d to its nevr ]ocation on 1ot 19 on the l8th of October. Cenent founda-tion for a nev'r chiclcen house vras al-so completed then. mis consinrciiori n".t u""r,necessitated by the transfer to the Governnent of the 1and. on lrhr-ich tfr" UoltOirrg"
rere located. - Brother LESSARD, vrho had been operator of the ivlission I s ElectricD.c. pogrer plant for several yrcars, founc h-imseli relieveci or rrirr-oi- rris tasks,

on the 23r<i,of october, i'rhen the nefi centrar- Electric $"stenr began !o suppry
poweri to the l,!lssi"on. 0n the 15th of November, tire D.c.- povrel .n;s conpreiiry
abandonne d, rvhen the Hospital rr-as hooked on the ilistribuiion systen. 

'ry 
tirat

ifuo, ^tft9_ o1d D.C. povrer plant ,:,;as alnost vrrecked .nd,,ras 
"ot 

i,"gr=idf iry it"
henceforth unemprcyed ooerator. (51) - Brother VACHON, v{i1o had pErspired at1
surnmer digging a new qater -rirrcll at the back of the ]I8;pital, belan irariring it
on the 17th of November. Incidently, the two other Biothers and lrionsieur GAILI_IRD
l'rcr€ then confine d- to beci for rLi-nor sores, l-eaving Erother vAcHOltr al_one for a
ffhile, r,Iith al-l the I'rorries of the rnaintenance jobs. Ore of thetn had been the
hauking fron thc euirport and tnc storing in rhe refrigerator 7 tonc of frozen
beef brought fron l]ay-Ril'r:r by air by an Associateri.rirr,.,rays Bristol freighter.

The colorful event ol the yoar-cnri l.ras the c|rowing ai thc St. }largarct r s
Hal1, on lccembcr 23th, of the :novie filni r Tne Robe,r j_n Citre*a"copu. It ,,.ras the
first of a serios of Cincrnascope filns r',,hich tire people o;l Sjrnpson'irere forbunate
to see j.n i;his remotcC northern toure.

]-957 - 1958 ! TIE IAST mfo rzuis 0r riiE cErnruRy
r#e$9F)iJF)e€s)it€:)(J,t-)e(+il(-)(J,!)i,)griiiei-,-i-ri-)i-)eiii.;aii(-)$(-)tsx-)F)i)nii-)irt.)i

As i're are drarring to a close of
tLis per:iod of history of the Sacr.d I-;c ar-l l.!_ssion, rv. dcen ib c4pc dient to pass
owr several ninor cvcnts and ca,st a glancc onfy at thr: othcrs rvhich stanrpe d
thc last tv,ro ycars oi its center:rlal life.

Sincc his cordng to Sir; son, i-n thi r'afl- 1t5i, ltathc r LECOAT i;rir::i s t' ra d
rna-in1;r arnong thc Cathol-ic pop',rJ-aticl-, of Fort .iriglcy. Dccept for occasional
pricstly functions crrTicl on o:: thu Island, hr: rtsld-d 1t his l-one lvjssion.
Thc lattcr r,tas rcplacrd in ihc surme::1957 by a no1:r one built ulder the direc-
tion of tsrother LAR@UE. Sinc,- his :,rrj-val htre in 1956, Fathcr pOSSET continued
thc functions of assistant as his pr-dccessors oithcr on thc fsland or abroad
by tr.velling in th" rintcr and su,-.mer for thu spiritual care of the scattered
fndiars. iviention shoul-d bc nadc too that thc Supcrior fi'cnt to Fort ?rorridu ncc
in.arly Junc l-957r as rathcx L!-iCOAT cli c-, in Fcbl1]ary-l,4arch 1956 to assj-st the
Supcri-or for a nulbcr of wo':ks in tht various functions 'rrhich he lras al-onc to
diochargc " -. As for Fathcr RoBTi,l, his scrwiccs rvcre al-so rcquirel at Fort
Proridencc on the Jrd of Scptcnber 1957 |or n p.riod oi' l-0 nonths, affisr r.,'hich
hc ccturned to Simpson for thc celebration of thc Ccnluenary of this l{rssion in
August 19!8. Homu lick, as iIC p r\., slr';rJ, th, .'.n-rxblc nissionary took off again
for his forrncr l,j-ssion towarjs thu i n.: oI ,rugust, but onllr for a pcriod of thrcc
nonths, since his Bishop instructcu hirn thcn to go beck to Simpson for nedical
attention at thc Hospibal. (52)

The occasion of thc arurucl- rotrcat broughi to the Sacrcd Heart Lrission
nissionaries of tho ncighbouring Scttl-..rrncnts anci offerreci thLm as ircl-I as to thc
pcrsonnul-, f mi Lful- conLacts for bobh thc pestorel ]'nd rcligious dutius of all.
For thc 1!!f rrtrcat, prcachcd in January by !-a'r,l]cr J. DII\IIS Superror of Pro\ridonce,
Fathcr A. BTNAITTO and Brother CLAEYS 

-fiom 
Fort Niofiran and Fathor LIm fxon Liard
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THE LATREILLE BROS.

Brother M6dardBrother Philippe'

Bro. O. Lessard

Bros. A. Vachon & J. I.qplante

Rr- H- Sarrearrlt
Br. H. Tesniire
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- 'at. \ i i ieneuve 1945

Brs. Laplante and Gosselin-Pahice 1947

Br. Laplante . . . along the Uard R. 1953
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9uT9 to attend the spiritual exercises. - tr'or the lpl8 retreat, pr€ached. by
Father BUCHAUSSOTS of ,nort Rae, it vras the turn of Fathers DEsSy and MARY ;f
Hay-River and Fort L:iard respectively, to attend it in Januaty. Brother LARG
QUE also was in the group, as he retu?ned irom Liard then, on his wray to Fortr,,frig1ey.

,An intinate ceremony gathered the Oblates and the Grey Nuns on the Zth
of April 1957, for the celebratlon of the Superior I s Silver Jubilee of his
priesthood. For the l-atter, a vacation was due ft.'.r the ulsit of his relatives
after nlne years, and also for a refresh.nent of spirit and vigor in the rciri-
l-i-zationr'. Apri 1 9th tyas the l|DI day, aird soon ca.ne IVrr day on August Lth.

By that tine, Ivlonsj,eur GAILI,ARD, the devoted lalman who had l'Iorke d at
the Ltlission for ! years, had gone to Fort Chipevqyan. - l,ir. A. pASKtrLr teacher
at the Catholic section of the Federal llay School,, and his falTLil_y, had also bid
farewell to Simpson on the 3Oth of June 1957. - lliss IvicKNNES, another good Jrish
1a{. from the Green Eri-n, came ln Soptenber to replace LfI. PASiGLL. - And ue
nust, not overlook the other authentic Irish rnan from the Ol-d CountrT/, i\rlr. D.
LAWN-,vho fanded on the Isl-and on the first of that month to teach sahool- at
Jean-},{arie-River.

On the l,.rlission prenrisses, a nev'r buil-ding conpleted in late uinter for a
tvrin refri.gerating unit, had one of them set in opsration on tJte 19th of idarch
1957, 'me new lo-ton freezer operated by a 2 H.P. electric motor replaced the
o1d cooler opcrateC by a D.C. electric rnotor, t'rhich had caused Brother LESSARD
nuch worries in rccent years.

The transfer to tho Governncnt of fO acres of cultivated and occupied land
by the Mission, :ut of' x tots} of 23 ecres, compel-l-ed th; Supcrior to clear other
parcels of land on thr i,tisslon premisses. By antici-pationr sone 5 acres_ of treed
lard on lots fB 3nd 20 were cfear€d in 1955 and 1956. Brother LAPLrlttlTE broke
most of lL Ln L957e while a portion of thc ncir land v'ras ploughed and solved j-n

the spring, and the rcnxjning part in 1958. - By that tjre, Brother i'.'1. TURGFON
was adde d io the personnel of ihc Secrod Hcart iurission. The [-ycar old Cblater, -
a native of Drurmrbnrfu-il-ic, P.Qu., had workcci for tho ivhckonzie i,liission since 19&2
first at l,{cl[urr1y and th,]ncc at Fort snlth. HQ arrivcd fron that latter placo
on thc l7th of Siptcmber 195?. '/ithin a nonth the handy coadjutor had completed
thc install_ation bf lavatories in thc Rcciory. Having chargc of the operatj-on
of m:chin. s, t'quiprn- nt, .tc.; rt I'nd arou.nd thc Hospitxl, Brother-TuRcloi{ lvas
grante d a ccrtifi"catc of boilur-opcrelror by InsPector Clark in 1958. After the
dcparture of B"olrher LAPLT1N1g in August of th.r', ycare he perforned various func-

tions, such :s f arnr-ing, hluling r:rc1 salving rr'rood and sundrics ' rt lras r sort of 1

an odiity for thi: p.:opie of Sirr"pson to no longer scc Brother LAPL/i.ll?E aroundt

af6cr thcy haa obs.:rvccl his vhcrcabouts for 23 yca,rs. Crippled rrith. rhwntism

and sciat"fic fev.r in thc lcgs, bh. il5-ycar old Brothcr nccded a rest r-tnd a cha.nge

of occupation. ilcros of cultivatcd l-and and sevcra-I bullding.s b.car u"itne,ss of his
abifity'and activ:.tics on tht, l,,Iission premisses. .,trcn hc sailcd aboard the Sant '

;;;; ;" thc l6th of Auglst 1958, rcgrets fil-fcd his hoart, but the satj-sfaction

of the work done must have fillod up too his devotpd sou1. After a J-month vaca-

iion, Brothe r LApL1NTE was sent to ihe St. Joscph l4ission at Fort Rosofution.
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slnce the falj- !957 t Brother VACHON ITas concerned. almost excfusively with the
raising and care of chicks and hens, boasting up the production of eggs as he
buirt a new poultry house. Although a h-montii nbriaay- hari started o.,-'it" l2th
of SeFternber, he continueC afternrirard.s his activ:ities in :ivicultur.e, and caught
up lrith what may be caflcd an absorbcnt, task. (5L)

Fishing at Sprucc r,ake initiatert in 195J by Father FEU\TRIER had continued
, , ^ + i ' t  + L . !  ^  J ^ - ,uqu-Lr trnas oay. ultoer rne supen-ision of Father LECOAT since 1955, Lhe TALEs and
Boots have put up some 3000 brro-pound fhish dressed each November, vrhich lrias
hauled by ai-r afterwards.

A problen ';ras raised to the lfission authori'ir in :-:955: lrhen the Go\re rnen-
nent proposed Lhe purchase of lol 17e on .rhi"ch ihe cenetery rvas l-ocated. A firsi
proposal subnritted to and epprcved by the li'i.ssion, was that aLl- rena:ins buried
therein should be renoved and re-interred at a neu location. (!6) Hovreve r, when
Government Official-s le3rncd thst LCO bocties had been buried slnce 1pI6, a second
proposal was agreed upon whereby the existrng cenretery should be fenced and kept
properly by and at the cost of Lh" covernnent" (57) gr that tinc, rurnors of all
sorts had circulated anong a i--ortion c.f th-. no;ul:.ti-on pretendlng that r€moval
of thc dead was violalrng Lh. norms oi both r,ublic hygiene, relatil'e privlleges
and respcct for il,) i:ad, Tr -,hu llttcr crse, I'ea: 'rnd supr:rstition about thc
dead prorfted the ob,iections nised by a hi'ge nurnbe r of pe rsons " In the other
case, it .was ignorance of the fac i; thet the j,rii-ssion alone o'.uns the cemetery and
is grante d a pe rndt to inier or r:ernove bodies. As for the danger of germ disse-
rnination, they are evcludcd b../ thc sc\rera prcc:utions cnforwed by public autho-
rities. At an]. r1+,1, bh. Connj-ssionar of the i'i"r{..T., lvir. G. RoBERTSONT end his
adv-isers motivatc C their scconcl decis-ion on roa.sons of the high cost of removsl ,
not on the puirile c':jcctions r'ris.C o;r thet pcrtj.on of thc locrl- population. (!B)

Another probl.m f,rc.'d bl' thc Suourior in rcccnt years, is of th', sal-c
cnd l r .es , '  nF  ' r r . . . ro ls  n f  1^ . . ^  ' ^  +L^  - - * - -  ^ - - . .  ^^n ts  i -n  nc . . ,d  o f  :  su i t .eb f . :  s i t cU U j I w L L I | | . / 1 P P j - f l L r '

for a hornu. ln 
--957 -58, ulcvcn lots h,r.ru b.,n -'..:ga11y transfcrred to thc ir oc-

cupants (!!), dne ottrcrs io public authorities, whife 5 nevr parcels of land
have been leased to applicants" In additlon to that ,1-and covering .1n area of
sone 28 acrc: Cispost-d or' by th.: iss'.on lcr thc bincfit of .thc lccal population
othor parcels of j anrl hrr,'e bucr rllot+,c-i f or p-rbJ.ic ro:d. (60) It is l,rorLhy oi
note $hct therc arc other lcnds unus:d on tirc Island {hich coul-d be aLlottcd to
those in need of :r site for thcir hong and busir'oss prcldss.s. Since the whol-e
clcared arca of lmd ot'rn- cr by th. ./ission is cultiv:brd and in ful1 us", (61)
it wouf d b' unfeir.' to anyon\. to chrr3. th. . ission euthoritic; ''l-ith r monopoly
of occupation, dcr:rimcntal to thc bcst intcrcs'L of thc pcople.

IN ITIE ]N},IEYARD OP TIJE LORD,
i,L)s*teee33e(-)riliseiiiiiJ{ ii)i-)'rJe(-/J1-)F)ei'

A slight l-licrc,ls! in tho rr:coption of the Sacraments
of Penance and Hol)' F:charist, :rs t''.l-l as in th"- r.gul-ar ettendance -at thc' Sundgy
l,hss has been obscrrcd in thc l-ast |l'ro ycars. Perhaps this is an indication of a
better obscrvance of C,ocl t s lavrs :rnd of his Church by a portion of ti*\' flock. O't
the other hende ',irure is no s"cret in thc fact +,hat a snaLf pcrcentage of bep-
tized loca1 C:tholics do not livo up r.o thcir rcligious falth or are regular of-
fcndcrs of Christian noretity. It ni8ht b. ri3htly said thlt the rrgoodrr arc
getting bettcr, n'hils thi rtt\.ldrt trru g.tting worsrr. As for thc rrfukewamrr, they lle,Jr
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be stamped lrith a question nark (r ) - rhe birth rate among the cathol_ic population
in the past tv;o years, has averaged 1j, anrl is equivalent to the nr:rnber or- uap-
tisms, while tvro marriages onry have been perfomed. - lxere had been l+ deaths
and I+ funerals during l95I -L958. The first burial in the new cemete:y located
alons the south-rtrest boundaries of lot 1!, had been made on the 29th of septenr-
ber 195[. - The larges'u nunrber of chil-d.r'en receiving re]_igious instn:ction has
been recorded in 1958 either at the locaf school or at Fort provi"dence, totelling
89 frum grade one to grade nine inclusive, compared to l+o in l9fi. (6Zi - Tvro
adults have been r€ceived into the Church iir 1957-58, vhile two others have been
given religious i.nsilruction for njxe d marriages. * Pastoral v:isits at Jean-i/brie-
River have been nade regularly by lather pOSSET in the lrinter by air and by dog-
tean and in the surrmer by canoe. Perhaps it is correct to assune that travelling
by dog-tearn in the vrinter by the nrissionaries has cone to an end, since air ser-
vice avail.rbfe is faster and Less costly, The l-ong and exhausting trips made by
the Xrlssionaries .of Fort ,irigley have al-so happily ended. Since his arrival- in
1955, f'ather LECOAT has travcl-l-ed by air to nd from ,lrigLey in the rcinter and
occasiorraly also in the suinner. Vis:irts to Tndian camps al-ong the i.ilackenzie River
befov,t Simpson and in the Iriglel' arca, are no longer neede d since rnost people
residerrin thgt settlement the largest portion of ttre year. The long and rtkillingrt
winter trips rnade b5r ],'ether FFjIJ\TRIER to anci from the lakes East of ,'trrigley for
fish-ing expedition are no longer required since 1953, when a suitabl-e source of
fish supply has been chosen at SDruce Lake. As we h3ve noted.earl-iere the rris-
sionary chargeC vrith the spiritual care: of lrhe tr'ort uiirigley uathol-ic population,
has taken up residence in that setr,l-emnnt for the past 2 yeaJs. Although the
ifni g]-ey I'rlission has no re]igious st'Itus separated from that of the Sacrcd Heart
i.fission, its pastoral rogiste-r end ceusus are kept slparate\r, as wel-l as the
tJrnporal and financief ldnini strnti on s. (63)

fHE }MI.,{ORABLE CELEER"ATION OF THE CEI{TEIVARY.
x-)t)el){-i(+ii{-)(Jts)eiJ(Je9:)(-)ee1-)i-1iJts){Ji-)iJ(r,';eiJli3P,r?er?eP.nX-)iii-):

The nain evcnt of the Year 1958 has
bean thc celcbrstion of thc Sacred HcarL i.{ission Centcnary, from August l5th to
I9th. At the cnd of the fcasts hcl-d at that occasion, and follorring his very
last vj.sit at Fort Sirpson that ]asted B d.rys, thc l:rtc Bishop lROCm,TrIR, Vicar
Arostolic, said it h:d bc',':: a. succL.jso As ht bid l-l.ruvrc 1l Lo thc Sup':rior, His
T n r . l s h i n  . l ' - n l r r . r - i !  I l v ^ r -  h . v .  r r  I  r r ,  r - '  n i e -  | . r e l . g . t r

0n the firsi ch"y, lhe Jubi-l, . opcn. ct uith th- c"lJbr3tion of thi Assump-
tion High l[a.ss, rnd rras fol]-ovrcd in the rftcrnoon by a concert given by the
childr€n under thc dircction of SisOcI PnDNE\ULil for the childrcn of the tovrn.
O:l the 16th, a First Connnunlon cL:rcmony took placc in thc morning, vrhil-e in thc
afteraoon r solenn procession from thu church to thc new Crotto of Lourdes, on
thc Hosprtal ground.s, highlightcd tlrc celcbration' Consecration of al-l- the
child-ren to thc Blesscd Virgj-n i'iary '-nded in thc 3hurch. - Sunday l-7th, the l00hll
birth day of the Sacred Heart irlission, ha.d bcen sct for the Solemn Pontifical
High ;lass by Bishop IROCf,LLIER, :,ussisL;d by thc uscort of priests -and scrvers
and perfonned wlth- the imprcssivc liturgical ritcs. i{is Lordship dcl-iverE d the
befitting sermon on thet unique occasion' In thu cl€ningr the St. lhrgaretls
HalL was thc sccnc of thD concert givcn by the chitdren to thu ffho1e popu-J-atlon.

Addlesses were ,nade b]' th\, repr' s,ntstive s of the itiffcrcnt authoritiosr who
paid tributc to thc founders and buildcrs of the S:rcr3d Hcart i.tissi on
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The Saeraments of ri.rri3tc and confirmation'rere honored on iionday by
the celebration of a i,,-ass for tlro couples 1'rho celebrated their Golden Juuil-ee
of l'hrriage, and ir1; the aftninistration of confirrnation to ten chil&€n by Bishop
TROOEILIER, which lias follo'',"ed by the rener,raL or' the promises of Baptism by all'
those present at the cerencn{: f+ opgn air banquet galhered a c"orvd.- in the evening
and a fire crackers display highten;d the jubiiation of ar-l in the night,,

cerenonies for the faithful departed during the centurxr began w:ith a
Requien High lrilss in the mornj_ng of Tuesday lgth an,i ended v,-ith an jnpressive
visit at the cenefery, rihere the presence of LrOo bodjes awaiting for ihe dav of
resurection, brought to irlnd the eterrral truths of our Holy Religion.

Tnstructicins and addresses appropriate to each cerenorly and gathering
were delivere d throughout the five days of the Jubilee. several visitors fron
other lv[lssions joined with the peop]-e of Si-mpson to cel_ebrate the +ory of the
pastors and their flocks in the course of the centuryl and to thank tjod for.the
g6od done in this comnmnity. tr{oving pictures in color have been taken at the
various cerernonies and gatherings to serve as a reninder of the 1958 JubiLee of
the Sacred" Heart l,riission. - The Grotto, a representation of the apparitlons of
Ivl1ry Innacul-aie to St. Bernadette ai Lourdes, rl:.s blessed during the fearts,
and r€nains as a token of our devoti-on to the l"lother of Orir Blessed Lord. The
construction of the grotto lrrC beon corripleted in that sumer l-958 untler the dir-
ection o-[ Drothcr T'UGEOII. Ihe dcsi;n r.'3s the artis+.ic vrork oi Father PO.SSET,
while it irad be€n thl reafizalion o-f e pronise r,rade by thc respective Superiors
of the l',Iis sion and Hospital in 1951+.

After the relatig-! o_f-,the cv.nts and dcmonstrations of the centernry of
the Sacred Heart i.,iissi#f i&*fWl-il' those vrho bid farcrrell to Simpson afte} the . .
c3febrations, in leaving be-hind hiriL the reelity to go away',vith vronderful and
e.lifying remembr:nces. Yct, our lrorli .i11s only been half donc and there rcrnains
to relate in morre details :r briof history of the all-ied institutions of the
Sacred Heart l,fission: narre]-y the St. ill:irgaret t s Hospit^rl and the School.

Tovrards the end of 1958r the p':rsonnel of the Mission had been reduced
since the departure oI Fathcr ROBIli and ljrother LAPLANTE. l4oreowrr Father H.
POSSET, r,rho nrir:-ictr. rc d -in Lhc Nosbh for 3 ycrrs, iras entit]ed to e ho]iday :nd
a first visit to his parents. tie look off on th.: JOth of August for iidmonton
and thence flevr vi3 thc Po1ar Routc to Bclgiurn. - Bro-Lher VACHON tool Irent off
for a needed. v3cation j-n Septcmber. - Thus lt thc Mission thcn, lre icl-t Like
the Apostles on thc day of Ascension of our Lord, sad and l-ri shing io leavo also.

CONSTRUCTION 0F THR I\EITI CEMnAL SCHOcL UI'IIT STARTED.
,i),,ee,.+.xl'i-i$,,i-)r-)e3l)ei-)ii(-){i.,iig.,l-)eiil-)1-ii+3)i-H.,elJiti+*,rr,r**t*"*t*tuo,,f 

ove r. life contirnue d] I v l l v v v l ,

almost as usurl on the Is1:.nd, excopt for somo cxcitcnent l,-hen the contractors
began thc construction of thc' non C,:ntrnl School Unit in ":rrly Septcnbcr.
Porspcctives of th.: buifctlngs n1y bc scen on ncrL p'19e. Th€ dral'ring has been
madc by Fathcr POSSET from thL originrlc proviCcd by thc Fcdoral $'p:rrbncnt of
Public riorks. ltre beginnlng of the crcction of thc nelrr school- and Hostcl-s markcd
the buginning of r r',.:v.- c re in thc : ducalionlf lif. of Fort Simpson and surroun-
dine districts .
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- . .- .L'.. lr: !'r:; -'1 ctr", : Fl:,': ,- I t' r cr--r1;- Nr1{, .-,-3q-- 1in the edtcational fiel_d . ,.
during tire pc.s'b contury, r;e bcar in rrir.l s or.ne of the hopes 

""turt-uiiua 
ry .u

pastoxs of thr: Sac::ed ijeart i,lission in thp carJ_y yoars 6f its e stab]-ish:re nt. t1]e
choice of rort si-rpion "s the proper" -r.ocatlon for: a Bcarding school .had been
thought by Fatler GRO.Jir riD and the vica: Apcs'olic :':.n tLe years 1850 or so. Ttre
reasons of iil. cnoice lrere tilen alrnost 'ohe srrre ac they have been for the choic€
of the Cetrtl- Sclrco- U.:-t no-..'r uncr:r. cc.'strucr-on" Butj. _then snd afterwards, the
choice hed been aba-nrionneci sinr.e fci.b S:.lqroon';es +"heir a..Frotestart center,
rrhile Fort. f--loli.denee li.as a Gatholic cctrtel of population, lrho rrould bettei
lrelcone a Catholic institu'.iol dectined to gather and educate the Oatholic youth,
0f .the Lo,vc:' _;rc..errzie, The c::jr*lv c,f ihe events is tirat Fort Simpson vrill_ at.
least for a. dccar,: sr..o.rrcccii f:lb F:ovlder-ce 1n gathering and educating the Cath-
olic youth cI the -.::"er li:].cker:jc. hcasons of corunoh and higher irg6qdlr.hzs jus-

.tified th: c:cis:r,r of tire priblic'authorit-'-es, anct perhapS the' people of .Fort -, .. l
D '  * i  d i h ^ 6 :  n : ^ L +  . r r -.,-,6,,p ., -,:. e'L novr sone in,iifference and neglect on the fF,rL of the:: : 

' . -.
r -  - ' - ^  ^ . . r " ,  ^ ^ : r : . . ^ -  - - - - r 1 - L . ^  i - -

ch-ild:rn i' l . '.:: :r.d-r ll. tL.: p: st Jr;lf certury.. ]n rhe opir!-on of .the uriter,
_ _ the ''Ford y.:'3-o. :,ot1c: Ilesidentj.al 3:llool .:roi:ld have been enlarged at least a -.' ; r- :r i l

decade ago, rf ;,t.., Iocal chj -l,Cr.en le.ct fLock:d into the school from grade 1to
12 ever.1. yt'at:. ,nJn )e., in on,: opinj-on :..gair.r, as er.iEnts seen t,o justifl', the pro-
jFct oI este;)-lj:l:, -;]!ii 'n,.- 5irt6n{,i3} scirocl- fa.ci-l-:-ti() s at Foi-b Simpson to incl-ude the
children of lo:i -t:ov:'-:lerce c,;'rl-d iro-L h;:.re r:cen justified nor thought of" In aly
case, tl-:e prcj.3+, r:r,--(--r.[ai , ;t --:- L95B 'Ln,-l ih-l ca.r..:;ed scne exciterpnt on the Is]and
and ab.r'oarlo '.I. -' '- ,:.:ius v:'-.::r-d;-,t sccc)!".'C bir the -:iss_on autho;"iff as an unavoi-
dable riini,ni:.": oi 1: r.-' lric niaii-rrn o:l Cai-::].ic c:;1r^.r+"iona1 rlelrts. I-fhen the announ-
cerent 113.5 r:.c: l-, '.- '. '., (:)-, ': *,-:. ', ): .i. aIi .i.To. I j trLs-'J of +,he opinion -that the
combine n- q-s;e:.. ci schcJf:. i. r':-r' -i n< . -::-p( -- -i:i:r. , -'t.Jr j1.sticc, although it nray
not  g i . - :  cor ' . ) l  + '1^ : . ' . - . :1p.c l i r ' .  . ;o  r . '2 .  ;  onc, ' t  (6 ! )  lor : raps; ,e coul -d have cal led

'  . i +  ^ . | | h , i a . ^ J  * - , /  . . ^ ., .^ ...,- .. r usj rr . fn ihc t,D-s:;io:r circ-c of, ih.o lrow.@i l4ackenEie, there harb
been. grfefs 11'l iotrs over r-r:: c1r:pt'o:r,irc :10 For'i Si-rnpson supplenentati:rg the --
tr'aid:ti ob.a::. s'a; : p:: c'.i:c.l '.r. lor.'', P'rcvidenc: Curing almost a ccntury, (66) 

'

: .  : . .  
_ - : ,  . , ^  . .  _ .  . . . . . _ i . . : : r - , ,  _ . . ' . j l

IN CT,0SIN,:}. ?1]]. : C_..r_i t-ir?,
-)grJ(+r)i- iJ{-,i: -:";. :" ' 

::i1, .rr' :r 1

,.r: should. f. ir.r .1 , s'ua',e in unequivocal tcr:ns that tllis
Lfission ha: . :l :11 .-lr-ncctions ,o " f irc.,-r-riricd systern of schoolsrr af, Fort Si.4s,on.
And onae 1-,'..i lL.) ".' 

' '.,ithe]i.'. cs r' .! - -'..1 up.-rn ,it, the Superior of the Saci'cd
Hcert lLilsl -'.rrl'- c:tJ; .' :,- i- ,vrru,:e ,C .'o ::cr;r',' .,- ite:'!,rgrds;.. for the Catholj-c s!'ction,
freedon a.:. ;nrr,.: '::.: ', j;:tc,r in .i L. o:- c l,-riE:r-:i,on ;:nd Ci scipline. (67) -!fe 

:€-iterate
our ccm.ic,tlors. L. ::^d cn ';h: t: 'arli i icr:-:.i pri.ncip]es. and praatice of, the Cathohc
Churhh in ,..ircrtj ^..1.i- r^;;t.e;'r, ;b:; ihe . rir.x-11-':.n: glving ',,em-porary fai-r justj-ce

shall not ,rl a f-: ,1 ;ei'l -r 'r:r.::i,l i:i ' l ie ul;r.+-l:ol*c -' 'eh: o1 pr:bi-en a+, Fori Simpson.

.... { c-'r':lrJ' 
"-. 

,i^.,1r,f i-';"-l-::-sl-- I i,y ': ' ': ?a:iors of ',he Sacred Hearb Dlisslon
.and cf ';hc-.i '.r- 1..;l j" 1., r'- '.i i-l r l: t; -r::: L.:rc.-.-l ir.r::r ';he Limc. oll founCation til_l.
thi,s J:y. -r.bor'.t. . c3:.'r.in" - 

--:. c; .-; ;..,1 i-n.' ;:$:-issiun ',o Codrs trril l bave beerl
t r a c e d ! h r . ! u : . - . t i i a n ' . i . ] . . ' . , : ' - ' ' : ' L ' : ] . . 1 t : s r . . c c e s s ] j a 5 b e j n , a s i t i s i } r e s e d r e t
of the Catho]ic l^h.::,^ _ -.- :., - ...i Fj_ jF- .i_ f .. j lstice o,l. her cayse. l-nygns. frorn
u-iUrin ar.t --:: '. ' j.: . 

't,. 
-i ^',.-' l"b 

"i:r;l:..i^;" 

ctrt.\ose her iiork and nalign ..
her priosts c:.. i..r,i-.:: a.:r.d- f,: ':-Lhfur l:trbe:';": night wel.1 take note of the adv:ice .:_ .
given by G-1n,e"-1-i:-- r'-l cldl rrlf th15 f s 'i: r.s - re1l4 of God, you cannot overthrow it. r!-- :

nnd those :li.v-jiit'r.l l.f-+,lt Lrl. Ll:::-'li:s :r: lh'. -r.,rcll on bended }cnee s say irith and
aft:r Bossu:;: tr. ..,1 ,l- :.J-J;U.,' f,: i' iT Ir{ lJ: lio,tTrt, i\,lA.Y l!tr FIGHT HAI{D BE CUT oFF,
IF EVEn I S-^,Y l.i, :: ,!1t.11iI],;J Uii,ioil];l air TTiEd. rr

: : .  ,  . :

..t, _ :



Refenences
(1) The events related in r.h-s part of the Sketch a:ro most facts ani persons
nentioned have been taken frln the 'rbia-ry of the Sacred Heart ;lissionrt during
that period. others vrere found in rtl,es AnrEfe s de l tHopital Ste. l,4arguerite.I'
SDecial mention ]'rill- be narie of other sources of references.
(2) fernaps the cerernony hed been in use i:rev-iously and abandonned for a period.

-  ^ . r  r r ^ ^ -+  r . ) l , ' )( JJ  f l eg l -S le r  o i  t hc  Sac reo  l : ea fL  I dSS fOn t  L ' /U ) .
([) lute x]rr, 31.
(5 ) ,S-nnales de f t l{pital Ste. ifargueri te , I9W .
(6) Report by l{r. J. GILBEI, f9.
(7) Gabriel SASOURIN and l3ella SQUIRRXL.
(B) See Chapter 31 pages 115 - 116
(9) See Chapter l, pages 119 ss
(10) FALSEI to Father Pi]rlrppE (8-9-19) - Father PHILIPPE. to PAI,SEN (17-B-l+9)
(11) l,&. Rev. J.toL IROCEI,LIIIR to Eather PtfiLIPPE (25-B-t9[9)
(t2) accoont: Father GILLnS clebited St lhrgaretrs Hopital (5-5-1953) Witil note
stati:rg rrfor survey authorizeci by Fathe r PHILIPPE in 1949.
(13) 28 l-ots averagine I/ 5 of an acre each. - Survey of Mr. H. BROln{r s 3 lots
covering o.59 acre has cost $ lr,[r 29. The two lots leased by C. HANSBTI covering
1.05 acre has cosii $ 78.75 for survey a1one.
(11-r) coaex Historicus, J.lr:'e 22t L95o, page 63.
(r5) chapter 3 page 126
(16) Dr. TRUESDUi had been accused to be one of t]€ pecr.dlers of the _false fllnors.
r,,,tren Slster PEDI'rdAIII,T protested to l.,im personally about the fal-sehood, IJr. IRUES-
DI'I,T, declared that he vrould. matrre retractions, but has not made them (codex Hist.
august 1950. )
(ti) r.tir". inri,rprn rTas present at the meeting (c. Hist. p.70)
FAthEI PHILIPPE tO FEthET LESAGE (28-i-I951)
(tB) lattrer LIZE Lo Father LESAGE (28-5-I95r)
(t9) ratrer PHIIJ?PE to ia+,he r iESAGx (lr-6-1951 )

Iather I€UVRIER to Fatlre r l,rum (zB-6-195f)
(20) See Chapber 3, page 121
(21) Confluent;rtrispers, l,lo 9, June 1951, P. l- and 2.

iZZi ,,r. L. HUIJTEp. and others'favoured then a day school ormed arid operated by

the'Government a.nd t'rhich, in their vielrs, vrould be wrdenoninational '
(codex r.rist. p.Bo - ratne r LIZE lo Father LIISAGE (2}l9']-95I)
(23) Codex Hist .  p.  31
(2lr) coaex sist. P. 85
(25) Iatfrer LUSSON had comc to assist for three months.

ii6j C"a"" Hist. p, 86 - pastorat Letter of l,[1. Rev. J.M. TRgCEIJJEI to the priests

and faithfuf of the Llbckenzie'on I'Catholic Educabionrr.
(2?) Codex i i is t .  p.  BB.
tiSi lt a meeting helcl on September 2?, and presided by the i'ife of the Anglican

tilirri"t"r. Ur. JAaOBSON disagreed rrith the conclusions of the rneeting and decided

to nainfain the Statu quo. :
(29) Historical Sketch Part J' oage 18.
(30) Srotl,.r 1L,'6COTTE had clona the i'rork. .A. miscalcul-ation of the groung elevation

re su.l-te d in the instal-faiion of the ser,'age that ended at the outlet sone 6 feet

toio* gto.rrta level, and would not therefore frinction effectivefy. It lras abandonned.
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( l t )  S"e Chapter 3,  page 123
(J2) X{r. L.A.C.O. HUNT to Father LESAGE (26_2_Lg5\)

Fathe r LESAGE io }rr. HUNT (r-3-I951+)
ivF. HUIIT to Fattrer LESAGE (B-lr-t 95lr a,r a Z6-3-L95lr)

the official- and 1egal transfer of the 66t by 3)6r parcel of lend had been executed
and registered on bhe 30th of September t!!8.
(13) ratrrer LESAGE ro lion. J. PIaIGRSGIII, Iiinister of C.]. (28-10-1951+)
(l+) Iather FfimlIER, Fort lfrig1ey, to Father ]_ESAGE J]1-6-]-95LS Z6-7-tgSLi t3-9_5li
.  Cath. Voice, No 3C, Apri l  t955, p" 9s.
(35) Cath. Voice, I/iay ]95h, p. 11s.
(35 a) urs DAGEjitrA]S rvho had corne rtith three children, had been gi-ven to understand
falsely the conditions of lirring in that isol-ated p1ace. Hawing realiued the dif-
ficul-ties of relief in case of sicknese during part of the year, she decided to
abandon the p1ace" The very first teacher at Jean-lvErie-River had been a certaln
Miss C-A,DORET prror to the constmction of the Day School, and had been engaged
by some altruistic society. - Jr -tlrthro',o1ogi st, Mr. i/c IVISH anrl hr-is wife spent
part of the }-ear 1952-;3 among thal 3roup of fndi-ans.
(16) Jos. i'lORIEGIhll ncl.t- r had a4y schooli-::rg nor hi-s l,j:ife. They preve ntcd nost of
their chilcten from acquiring more than a .€ r'r $ears of school-.
(37) qpl. IINDSAY, vlho ':?s opposed to sending Indian children from Liard to Pro-
vi dence, has been one ti.me at least instlunental in preventing a nu:lbsr of then
from getti.ng iheree lrhen the Indian .\gent, M'r. J. SI1IIS had given inst:ruction tb
that effect. - 0dd1;r" enough, thc 11iq;54ys rvere trgnsferred to Yelloylc.rife before
the openi-ng of th? Day School at Lierd." iihen J. PARKER referred to reliabLe
souvces of statlng school- age figures at Liard, hc rdght have wel-l quote d Cp}.
LINffiAY. - See Chaots r 3, page 127
(38) mpter 3e page 121
(39) ctapter 3lpagc 121'' Ir. J. CR/{IG, local marngcr of the H.B.Co., in opposing
Catholic institubions has bccrr hcard saying tirat since the establishnent of thc
Roman Catholic Cirulch in thc Norbh, bhure has becn troubfes. The businessrnan walt
ignorant or wanted to ignorc thc ccntcnnial- policy of his Conparryr, theib gave of-
ficially cqual suppcrt to both Anglican a:rd Roma,n Cethol-ic Chlirches.
Letter of i{r. SUTHERL"A,IdD; liinnipcg, to X., Fort S5rcpson. Refercnce of this docu-
rrent rBy be had at the, 141"-iot], I'orlr Si-npson, I,].W.T.
(lrO) latrter LISAGD to llon. J. PICKInSGIIL (30-B-195L)
ltre petition addrosoed to thc Conr,rlis sioncr, i'lr. G" RoBERTSON rras ccttificd and
forvrarde d by i\{r. n. BU:tr OCK, bcaring the datc of Jamrary lst, 1955. Tht; sigaatua
rcs were the lolloir-'ng:
AII{Si,tr T. ATUDRY l/irs. R. l,trCHEL Dav:id SQflRRfi, V.
AI NSLtry L{rs T. HO!GSO]{ i{rs, Il. trfiCHFJ, lrirs " D. T;i{Kr F.
BAPTTSTE lfrs J . ]lRIl'llEIL T. IUICHU, John ' iNl{;i F. X{rs.
BiIllOCI{ R. ll?JltrDS,L l,trs T. iTIICHEL Mrs. J. UtLmi'lEiIUE }.
BULLOCK l,rlrs R. ',.trLLE1\TE'UVE Ma"g" tt"RCr'LT,IN '.rAf]r \TIIIENEUyE Ed.
BnR S. :iiRlTSTT lrrlrs J. I'lORrirEOIii{ Jos. IIIUEilEInfE G.
BYER lffs S. lioTn.,ndrGu I,lORl/JnGIAll i\lrs. J. \rlLLE{EUyE I.
GALUTNT lrl. IiOTI trns. ri. S/,BOURI]{ Gab. VllJ,HrlEUW Jos.
eiLL NT ni1rs. Ivl. LAFFERTY ll,{rs. C. Sr'LBOURIN li{rs. G. 'r''IRICTLE'l tlane s
GAUDRY R. IGZON c. SQUIRR$, i{" li[tTG[,EY Pcter.
(ld.) Cath. Voice, i\tro 27 , Jan. a955 , t,.3
(l+Z) Cattr. Voice, I'lo 2!, iiov" l95lre p.7-B .., Cath. Voice, No ,27, lan.I955: p.lt

Cath. Voice, llo 26, Dcc. I95L, p.6 .- Cath. Voice, No.2B, march 1955r p.lrs.
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tr'ather FEUIRTER to tr'ather L,ES.qCf (;une 1955 )
Father IffJVRIERI Les Jas - F?ance, to Father LESAGE (lvlarch 1959)

1 r n ,r (Apri1 1959)
Cath. Voice, No J5, Nov. 1955, p. 12.
Cath. Voice rt rr p. 7
Cath. Voice, i {o.  33r Aug.-Sept.  f955, p.B"
Ttre damage lvas estimated at some 3000 dol-lars without insurance con'pensation
loss incl-uded a grain binder, a morrer, new doors and winciolrs, other machine s

and materiaf,
(50) cath. voice i{o.37, .i4. 1!!6, p.8-9"
(51) cath. Voice llo. l+3, Sept" I956t p.B. Three &lclaren engines operating three
G.E. generators vril1 produue thc polrer, Each engine has a capacity of I25 H.?.
and 1200 Tt.P.l,:. Elch genelator: !0 Kilotratts; l-000 I,IK per hour; l+rl-00 V.
The first manager assured his function in October: iiir " Itsd. I/ERCREDI of Fort Snrith.
(52) Iather ROBfN took gravely il-; rbn the follor'{ng Cayr but recovered vrith:in ten
Cays and resumed his functions at the liiss:-on. He departed for Fort Prorridence
again on the lrth ot Ltarch 1959.

(51) Edrsonton to Sinpson, rria I{ATEA.hAYS (by railway aniL boai): A€ rage! $ lr.?5
Ednonton to Sinpson, via Ft. NELSON (higtlray and boat ): Av€rage: $ 6..25
ndmonton to Sinrpson, via GRII.ISHA':{ (hig}ruay anl ffinter road): Averagp:. , ?.00
Edmonton to Si-npson, via HAY ItrV,qR (high'ltay and boat ) : Average : ii L" 9o

(Average tr:rnsportation cost of 100 ll;r.)
(5Lr.) oeg production in 195t1 has bcen: 2l r6\i eggs, ot 230^7 dozens.
(SS) Ai; 

-Transportation 
cost: betr.,reen 0.lZ cen+,s and 0.28 cents per 2-pound fish.

Tlinter Roid Transp"Cosl: Betvreen 0"f2 ce::ts and O.f5 ccnts a' pound'
(Transportation from Spruce Lak: ',o Srnrpsgn) .,.

$6) rrc. G. ROBmTbON to l,iF. Rev. J,1,1- TnOCELL;IF (Jr-L-r-956)
l]lr. G. ROBmTSON to lrf,thlr LESAGE (:6-l+-1958)
!ir. c.L. i.ffiiRILT, to Father LESAGI (26-6-1958)
yf. C.C. JOHNSON to Fathc r LESAGE (11-.3-1958)

(5?) ilir. G. ROBL?TSOI{ io r'4t. R.v" J"i[. TRCCIILLTLq ( 2-"--?1-r95U )

i-Sgi ur. 1,I.g. Bnoilr.j'l to lrit. Rev. J.Ii. TRoOELLTEI (20-10-1958)

r,1r. G. ROBBRTSOII to l,{t. Rev. J'i,[" 1?OC]iLirF,R (9-'10-1958) .- (25-LO'I958)

<SS) L"r;iz:tj-i[ ""ra 
to l'F. ]i. 3RJ',,T{ I ll..gisLcr:cd: )-LI-L958

Lot 55 soLd to i,1r. '1. IRINDELi, tt 22-9-L958

iot it soro to t{rs A. LISDBERG r' 2-9-t958

iot 58 sora to l,ir. G' ]|[I,SON | \-]J-L957
Lot 59 sold to ir" F.J. BIiOifi'lIl{G 't lJ-'4-].957

ioU 6O sota to [r" H. CARLSgN , il]-L+-L957

iot 61 sota to i,ir:. ri" FAILLT ' lJ-L-r957

Lct 62 sold to iir. H.C. THOit{SOl'l lt 2l]-lt'I957
iot 63 sotd to l,'r " F".J. JOllESz 't 1+ir-a957

(60) iot" [Z-bA-]tS- sold to i\.C.Polrcr Coruirission *e't ??-9-!2*
Lot 6lr sold to SPRIG PETCAL Ltd " 2,-'r>>(

Parcel Lot 17 sold to Hor i,iaic stlr Tho QUE9NT 't 5-3-L957
Parcel Lot 23 sold to Indian rlffairs \959

(6t) f,ots 6*?-8 o"rne d by thr ,mglicau i,iission: 2? acres

Lot 5 ovrne d by tho Hudsonri Bay Cor 95 acres (a portion leased to RCSC)

Lots 2-3-L-10 or"nJd by Indian lif-fa|rs 72 acres

Lots 23 parcel ancl 2i parccL it Ir 
^J acrcs appnc:cimately

tots Zl+-i| owoe d by tfr-c nrp. farm J? acres rl

T,ots lf-l-5-1? er-me d by Northcm ,iffairs ilc aares

iots 30-31-32 -33-3Ir-35-36 bv thc Crc;R'n 90 acrcs
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(62) At the Loca1 Fe deral Dey Schoo]: LB
At the Jean-l4arie-River School-: 18
At the St.ili+rg. Hospital School: z
At the Fort ?Iov, Res. School: 2I

ToTAL: 
-T9-

those figures do not correspond with those of chlldren of school age given in
the 3rd chapter. They repreient xn average of childrcn in attendance it s"r-rooI-
drrr" i  no tha rro r  r .

163) ,ts a religi-ous, the desservent is under the authority of the Superior of
Fort sinpson. As a pastor, he is al-so under the jurisdiction of the Fort simpson
pastor. ir,hen conpared to other iriissions, such as Fort Liard, ctard, i'iiciday, eic,
the.I'ort Lfrigley Mission cou]_d also have an independent status.
(oh) Cath. Voice t lo.61, Sept.  19!8,  p. i7.
(65) Cath. Voice \Jo.31, ' .ny 

lg55t p.5.  -  And No.32, July 1955, p,9.
(66) Cath. Voice o.28, t ,Larch,1955, p.9"
(67) See Chapter 3, page 191
Fathe" LESAGE to ir,{r, G. ROBERTSON (}5-l-]-955) * Oo-5-r955)
Soe aLso 'rschool- Regulationsrr Section 3 of the School Ordinance, Chap. lB ot I95Z
amende d on the 99h of July I)16, fafi 2, Sections 19-23
A rrConbined School-r' means a schoof $rhere a part of the building in rrhich the
school is l"ocat€jd has beeir aflocated for the instmction of Ronan Oathoilic chil-
dren in Grades L to B; part of the buj-l-,jing has been all-ocated for the j-nstmc-
tion of othe" chifdren, and the rernainder of the buil-ding has been al-locateci for
the insbruction and use o.f rfl ciril-1rerr. ;nyone vrho ignores those re3ulations
UE J  a . l rL ry  u i t  l l l ] - s l -dq .

-;i- lP )i -,k 4:t4i rk--).'+i.-)t-Ji

l€r-,-i-)F-?t
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ChapLer Two

THE I-I OSPITAL

1916 - FouNDATrolr 0F ITIE Frlisr HosFrrAL.
)i-rsiie.ni-)e(*)eit'L)it'.)iiiii)ei)ei-ies)i-)iii-)li'!)iii)li€1irierii-).,(il: 

The erection of a Hosplta] at Fort

Simps on had been proposed in 1911 by the Indian Agent, i"{r. CAFD,. dhortly. af-

ter. he hacl taken up residence on tl]e Island. He nlade the suggestion to Fathe r

ANDUnANl rsuper io ro f thesac rec lHear t i . i ss ion rwho in tu rnpassed the in fo r -
mation to hii Bishop, Ut. Rev. G. BRErI\IA.T. (t) as r'rc have rel-ated on pages

2g, 29, Brother t<qnAUfnm initiateci the Tork of constrrrction in 1913. IIr.

OUfi,lnf has been the contractor. Brothers - IARi( and LOUIS assisted hi.n in ihe

various jobs til1 conrptetion im 1916. the Gr:ey- lluns arrivcd on the 16th of

July of ihtt y"tr, and toot< possossion of it on-"he ?th of septeriber" Owri:'d

by ihe Sacred Ileart ..ission, the llospi bal ltas adr-inistered by the Superi-or '

I'lur Grey i,luns rr,er,e: given charqe of i:he medical, nursing end disciplinary

organizailon. Sister GIROUARII ,,as the first Superior responsi-ble for the, first

"i*-ptti"ttt". 
Thei r nunrber had increascd to lL in '':he iall- ' Sister lOSITntr'

the iirst reglslered }lurse, assluned ihe funstions of Superintendent of the

liosrritaf in 1gL7, having the care of 13 patlenis" 0f that mrnber, a fevr Ircre

*isiuteo and o1d agc persons. (2) After 5 ytn"" of operal;on, thc number, of

patients reached 2i pcrsons. Doctor -aDOltrALl, en it'inurant Doctor' i'tas Lne

first medical olficer r,vho inspect,:jd the Hospital ln l-9f9. Ho arlived on Lhe

22nd of Sepienber, inoculatcd ihe chilcircn ionfinec ai th': Ilosptt:I antl

donated- to the Supcrior ihc sum 01 ii 5.00'

Doc to rR ICHARDSOI ! . ' i asano the r i t i ne :an tDoo to r r ' r hc ' r i s i t ed theS t . , ' ; a r -
garet rs-iospi t'a.t in L922. On ths lllh of July, h': ampu'''ate d thc arm of,e'

r,roman naned 0HRISTfNE.,,ho had comc frorn Fort Nol'man " Travelling by bOat, Doc-

tor RICHARDSON continuu'd to visrt th' Hospi-tat until the arrival of Doctor

inun-s-lloii i" iSze . (3) lor a rrcriod of ten y':ars then, the nursinl'i Sister

actcrd. as rnedical- officer ancl pcr:ior:rne cl minor operations lvhen nccsssity 1'rar-

ranted it. sist(]r DESROOI{ERS, for instanco, anpulal,ecl one firrger to Brothcr

ilU. SEliUlSr on the 3Ogi oi ;arc.'.- 7921, Durj-ng-that decade, thc S1r. lrargaretrs

Hospital was rather a nursing statiort anci a ho:c for the old an.l cripJ'l-ed'

than an inatitution for ncdiial trc,atmcnts ond :pcr"ations._ It rvas prop.rly

iiu pu"ioO of founclation. Four lo six Sisiers r'aintained alone the opLratlon

"i-tt 

-H""pital, 
;xcepi for occasional erbra-wor< na$r: !1^9nc :t .tYo.-:1Pltye""'

Sister OL]UIEIi succc'.dcci thc flrst Superior in f920 and tras repl-aced

in 192) by Si-stcr SAII{TU iLBIi{Er- 3nd. in L92.5 -Pv 
Sisbcr St' VINCINT DE }-AUL '

S i s te lDESROCHEFSwas tnu . - " " "o "a re8 j . s t c red i {ussc .Shc tooko f f i cc r :n1922 '
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and nras reph.ccd in 1927 by sistcr ADTJ,ARD r.rho dirccted. th' nursing drparrnent
for a pcriod of tcn yoars" (,1+) ttre cost of operation and maintenance oi trru
institution arreraged ;j LrOOO a lrear. lio jal"ary were paid to the Sisters, rvhile
the superior and lrothers 'iorl<ed part time for Lhe institution. Both chiates
anci Grey lluns had free meal-s and board ,vhich ryere included in the total cost
of  oDerat ion.

l-927 be gan a perioci of imnrovct:ent in the -taciliites and egtipmr:nL of the
Hospital. It ruili j-ncrease slorl-y an.1 3radually as the nunbe r of patj_ents in-
creased and nore fuads rTere rlaCe available. hpenCitures were forcibll' reduced
to the anount of revenues r&?inly from Governnent srants. Until l-929, under
Father i.;OISAf it s adnrinistratlon, it hao not been possible to nechanize and mo-
dernlze the facil-itles and derartments of the Hospital. (5) .q,na urder iathe r
ROBIil's fror:r f929 Lo 1935 t littfe coufd be &ine yet. The fire that destroyed
in 1930 the ..vhole building and nost of its content has sLo'ried do'm the nate-
' r . i  a ]  i  r r n r . n r rana f l . ' - .  : . h . i ^h  h r r r  l , ee r  r l i  t i  r J , a . l _  ( 6 )  f q "  i r r ne r i  r r  pc t i ' r . ' 4 . ^  t - . henv q P v  r + v r

at approxinately l,) 20r00C the value of the buil,iling 3nd at some ,ti l-2rOOO the
supplles and equipment that .r.rere l-ost.

ITIE SECOi{D HOSPITAI.
iiJi-.riJ-;:iiii-,'.-ji:-.':i,ir'i t.-,.-:iJ,rii

The construction oi- a nevrlHospital was started imne diatelJr
on anofrer si-te cfoser to the lackenzie Rlver. The frame construction was lar-
ger, rneasuring l+01 x l-00t, One vcranda at each end was bui-l t for the conve-
nience of the patients and Sisirers. The building had one rloue stoly, lrore
:no&:re facilities such as an operation tloom and one private roon, lerge space
for the personnel of Sisters anrl enpl-oyees. A new deep vrater well rvas cons-
tmcted close to the River, ar:.d a sewage disposal line 'ras built. in 1931.
A private telephonc line to -,he Docborrs residence lrras installed iin 1912 for
faster conmunicatlon. By the cnd of Dr,cember of that year, 26 patlents rre"e
under care.

f937 $tas m,erkc d b;- Lhc grea!,jst inrrovtnenL lmotm then: and eLectric
power plant tas built and put rnto o1;eraLron. lho D.C. 110 V. generator, ac-
tioncd b;. a i)iesel oii cngin, producud cnough electricity for th: needs of
the Hospital, the id-ssion and thc: School urdt. lX-ectric nachines, instrtments
and rquicments i.€ire soon brought in. Thus in 1918, el-cctric lamps for trc:t-
ment of the paticrts were r:Ldc- available. fl-ectric lvashers and driers vrere put,
in operation in l-91+0. The first rcfriSorator as insiral-lcd in l9lrfr tuhil-e the
X-Ray rruechin- vns sc t ur in I21-r5.

Sistcr .it. AJJUTOR '::s rppointcd Supcrior in 1931 for a six-)rc..r tul'm
and replaccd by Slsicr CADBOIS r,rho headed the institution until ]9113. Three
iJursin6 Sisters dircct,,d Lhi nroi,.ssional departnr-nt dudng that pcriod:
Sistersl.EIER, G. l,AitsERT and G. FORTIIJ.

Epiclcndcs plrgucd thc porul:ti on of lorll Sirrpson and the surrounding
Settlelents pfior to the cstablishment of the St. jb.rgaretrs Eospital. they
continued aftenvards to inrpa : thc hcalth of a large nurber of people" It had
been onc reason pu'r, fonrlrd b;q ,,r. CAiiD io lrect on the Is1and an. i{ospit3l
that i"rould checl.: thc hi,rrroc of contagious descasos ani givc to the victims
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prcper treatnent and care. there hes been an epidenric of jaundice and rvhooping
cough in 1919. (B) the influenza cal-Ied tflue I 'took ttre life of 30 children
and adnlts in 1928, while sel'eral others were saved ttrrough the carc and treat-
neni gil 'en at t'h e Hospital, (9) The neasles brou;ht 35 patients to the Sisters
care i-n Septenber f935. W the enc of th.rl nonth, 6L had been treated, but
none had di eC.

In ti-re early years of the establishmenl of the Hospltal, the care of

the destitutec chil,dren had been a blessing for the countly. For insta-nce, on

the 2,Lth of Febmary 1919, ',,',vo little girls founcl in the bush '"ere b"ought to

the Hospitaf. In I922t tr'. 'o Iiltie bovsr ab:ndonned by their pgreSlsr. werc

given tt the Sisters on the 3:rci o.f iune. In thosc years, sna1l chj-idren lrhose

farents coulrl not take care ci, ',rere eCd-ited at the r'ospi'ral es destituted.

Und.oubtedlyr an ilospital is a center of he:llth and 
"';el-fare 

for the

population of a conniunity iirr sui"roun.11bg dis[.icis. .Ihe people of Fort sirp-

"or 
una neighbouring settlenenis have eertainly taken advantage oi it, partl-

cularlv in iimes of :pidenics enj serious di-seases, Unfo rtuna belJ', a.relati-

vely firge number od pai;ient,s he.ve died at the ilospital iiuring .the first quar-

ter century of lts olteration. l,/iost of the leaths i7olYever occurred a"nong ch11-

dren and adults -,;ho -r'rere incurable o Jho rT ere adrnitted toc ' late for proper

care and treatircnt. In spalie oi Lhat, an opinion began to 'spreaiJ ln. ttre,early

JOt" tt 
"-t 

acl:ni:sion ai iie S',,. l,'lar;arat I s iiospital- n':$t for the patients ad-

n-ission to the cernetery. Such a iear has caused a percentage :{-"i:] ' 
persons

to stay away from the Hospitrl, a:rd has rade others unhappy wbile thel'rvere

und,er care. yet ill is safe to state 'i:ha+, nosi patien'bs adni+,ted in our institu-

t l o n h a v e f o u n d c o m 6 r t a r r c s a t i s i a c t j o n . . , i a h ; r o f t h e r n r e c e i v e d t n e s l i r j . t u a l
f."fp oi the pnesi which +,hey lniglrt not havo. foullti othen'rise, eitner ciuring

their il lness or at the rnonent c.i thcir death'

Among oLher cases, 're note thtlt cf Corrinne SOI{trRERE' a 21-year-o}J

girl ,rho via! adnitted in fgLO for ilrortnent .rqair:st pulmonary_ infestion.,-rn

ip":,fr- Co.tinne rE:al-ized thzt sh- Itoufd i-)ol' overcom' the fetal diseasc' Then

"i'r" 
.inua for the prlest to receivc thc Sacl'anle:lt 'ri !*trcmc-Lnstion :'ni1

Holy Conrrunion. As ihe rains :nd cou8irJ recee:.I:d for a while' she asked for

the spiritual confort of l.loly Llcharj sl:r ancl prepr're'l hersclf to appear before

#;;;;;;.-a; il;s;; i" {i.t ',"-rvt' 'nins, si're ashed irE;ain Fat'irer Fflrwiffi to sav

tit" p""y""" for.Lho d;./ingr which shi-ansveved lii ' cb -ri-sible consolation and jo;r'

Towaids" the e11d, sir,1 iha;led ihe nrir.'st 'rnth :r s'rifing facc, exprcssj-ng her

f't.p" i" the revrarcl avaitrng her in lleavL)n.' Shc.'i ied peacefully the. next- after-

,roin in the pr;sence oi th; pricst ':rhon s}].': h3d cP-ilcd 3'3ain fdr the spiritual

lenefit of hlr deoarting soui. this 1s one oi' thc n:rt1' stori-cs of persons ."ihg

instead of receivrng pnysical rocov'l1rr ioi::rd ai lhe St' ltal'g3ret I s Hospilal

"o""oiutio", 
strengih- 1;ld ireace cl sonl' ' It i-s 

"'iolthy 
of no'Le that^Corrinne

SOirjFtsffi,Sts f arnily r.ras cornpi.i,tcly r"rrped out at i(:rkisa L'11{e in the 30 t ; by the

rfluet and tube rcrrl-osi s '

the nu,,nber ocl patients avalilSrri 2l throughout't'he )'ear f9l+f' uthile thc

number of erplo-tr()es varrcd thcn Llfii:cn r;'ro :lnci four, cxci:pt fo^r p ecial and

occaslobal serviccs. B)r thc en.i of i:,l.rc iirst 'fuar+.cr centu.I)r of o;reration, the

cost llad more than oouLlcd. ,fhe incrcasc in exponLjjtr.rre s I,\rere d:ire rnaj-nJ-y to

the purchase allcl uso of cl-ect,ric poi'rcr: roechil-ic cqui-prnents and other new
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facil-ities for the treatrent and welfare of the patients. (9a) fhcsgtrnprove-rnents have been introduc-'d gradually rrith the increase in ctvernmeni giarrt".During the period of establish.rnent and r:ncter the direction of Doctor IRUES-DEI,L, there has heen 11ttle control by thc Offi_cials of the Heal-th l"purt _
rent. Ivfuch of-the application of th6 rulcs ancr requirenents for tho hial_th
and welfarc of thc paticnts vrls lcft to thc initiativc of thc Local_ Doctor
and Hopital authoritics. Thc tr:. atrnent of tuberculosis cascs was limitcd tothosc pe rsons nost affecL"d. rtr-d^,;nlo rrant. c1 hospitar-l zation. For instinc",
15 cas:s only r,rore trcatcd in l9Ll, rr-ilu 28 pot:-"rrt" havc becn undcr caro
for othcr ninor dcseascs" fn 1931, thcre has bccn 13 pcrsons und.cr ca.rc for

tubercul-osis and in r-921 'bhcre wcrc 22. Eight had crico. in r)zr, six in 19J1,
and four in 191rf. (10) It is cvici.:nt t]rat i snall pcrccntagc only ot porsons
si-ck lrith tub,:rcufosis havc comu to thc Hospital f-or care.'iirany ;th"r; havc
died in thcjr 1646", although luiT numbc r is not cx:ctly l,nor"r-n.

. Tht Dcpcrtrncnt of l]c:l,th }ras lrndertaken to X_ray the lvho}e popul_ation
in 1!!0, with a portablc nr":lchilre opcretcd by an arrbule.nt medicol pirtv. t,tot
e}l pcrsons i,rcr- ,.xanin.d rnrl it i: euil- prob:b]c' th.-t .L numbcr bf cisrs
csc:rpcd thc scrutinizing cr.o c.i thc Doctor and of his m:;chinc, as i-t happens
cvsn in our days. Thc St. rbrgil.ret ls l{ospital has hxJ en X-Ray nachint tnd
cquipment since 19115 3nd n3dc it av:ifeblt to Lhosu rvho r',.antc cl to .rake bcne-
lit of it. Sister AI'BERTIIJ rras th. iirst nursing Sister to takc cl:argc of thc:
X-Ray departrnent. Shc was replect d in 19119 by Sistcr RHEAULT.

During lhc sjx- 'z.r : r  sup..r iot . r t -  : - [  Srst .r  A. LEDUC (191+3-1919),  thc
Hospital staff lr:.s lncrur.scd to ! ,-,iiploy.es ',,o assist tl-r. B Sisters in thc
different scnric.s, A stdrilizOa rrchino'"'r:rs instal-lcd in 19lr8, ls vrefl as an
efectric dough-nixer r"nd ,,:rtcr 'softcncr. A tclcph,rne linc was conaccted vrith
th,  lo lm systcn. A ) . - .3r.1r l i . , r ,  : .  lerJ,  : r ishing ; : rchin" : 'nd vr inger rcplacucr
thc snel lcr  on. js.  Anr in f9l '2,  1 . . .  1. '  r .  f r i ; .  r - - tor vr ls lJut  in opcnt ion

By that tinc, tl.re cost of ..i;-.intcncnc;: a;:d opcration of thc St. l.'nrgr-
r.:trs llospital hed junp-d to thc $ 30r0C0 narlt. And thrt sun did not includc
thc s.el:rles of th; Srstcrs rnd E:'othi-rs in ch:rgc of the ineti tuti on. thc
Adninistretor (*rho is rlso th. ChC,..Irin) hrC .;1' o ursu no s:Ixry. qo.,:-c vc r',
f . h ,  ^ . n  r r  TL ,Fe  . * , r  ^ ! .  r  . +  S  h :d  f  r , . , . .  r . _ r - l - s  r t  t h -  ;  1e - i  +e  r  . . r h i  1 . r  +ha  q i  d r€ ] 'S  t

ccst of rccn and bcard rrrs included in thl totcl cxuenscs.

Sincc ibs formclr t ion in 1916 3r1. t r t ' " tanf /u3rs r f ter,  thc St.  t , i l rgxrJtrs
Hosr i t : ) 1  r - . s  .  n i (  ? . f . i n , , . 1  cOrd i r f  r ! l - t t t . - ) ns  1 { i t h  - h i  n , ' nn t r .  n f  E rn f .  ( i nnc--_,^_ .1 UO|u_L tJ l  Lt-: l  U_;)rL5 r i .L!n / ,ru pulJIr_Ls ur r-.Jr u J-Lr rLrron
and occasional- vlsitcrs. Govcrnnent officiafs rrere scrved ma31s and givcn
sheltcr during l,h.ir st:r/ in thi 5. ttlcnunt. Oth,,rs i;cr. llso grantcd thJ stnL
s'irvlccs. AJ:L'rg [:n],' 'rx:"Ilplcs, .i',r. no-r,u thr)sc of ]/fr. NICHO],SON oi Inpcricl Oi]
Cr. uh: tvrs qivun hospltrlity ir 192C, on his ,ray tt Fort Norm3,n; uuctcr BOUR-
GET .rI Fort R- s,Jluticn in S'pt.:rb..r L9fuS ..tr, Curnrings, Dup:rrtnont rf lviirus,
in Junc L932; t ilriss BALD/IN, :n cr,rployec at iloctor TRUESDU,LT s in thc sr:nr^rcr
I93L; t11y, H. l4c 0IllL, thc n,v Doputy 'rinist.r, 

in Jul-9 f93!.; Doctor HOI,{ER in
the fal1 A937; irr. anq l,,lrs. C. CA],[SE],L in .{ugust 19111; Doctor A. LEAiiEY of tho
Drpsrtr-.Jnt of Agriculturer Cpl. Il. SEPPALA c'f thc R.C.S.Corps and irl. H0ll,Lii,l
Supcrintcndcn! of thc Forestry Departr rerlt in August 19blr. Shortly af&er thcir
lrrivnf , i.lr. and iirs. J. GILBEY lyi-r. :.rvcd lunch 1t thc tlrspit.rl on .,;pril 26,
f9l+7. Th.. Sfrorl lnsp"ct.lr .lcKf]rlllOll i'r1s giv.n r J-dry hospitality in ipril 194b.
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Jn lhose vears boarding facil.ities vrele very limitej in the settlenent.
the Hospital authorlties welcoine as their guests ali visito:s in need of either
hospitality or neals for a felv .icys, and in a fer.,r cases even for several iveeks
and months. The arxrals of the Grey Nuns have recorded many testinonies of
aDDreclation on the part of those rrho came i-n contact lvith then and 1'{i th their
institution and '.rork: (11)

iost lrel-cone of course .r,rere the Superiors General of their Orders. The
Very Reverend iriobher PICHE r"ras the first L'lothe r General to Vi s*t Fort Simpson
in I9I7, only a year after the foundation. lhe Second $as the Very rleverend
Mother DUGAS on July 3I- L?21t. Ani henceforth, every iour year or about, the

Ilead of the ire]rgious Insti.tute of Lhe sisters oi 0l:arity canc from the j!'lother

House of ivrontreal t..' inspc,cr :.icc ii'istilu brion :lnd Lo encourale her spirj.Lull

Daughters in the r,iorks oi rer"y On this t;iland. Very lieverencl 1':iother St. L0UI3

DE C,ONZAGUI ln L927 c Very Rever"cncr. Iri:ther PICHB in 1930 and 1933; Very. Reverend

uiother FER..-AI]D in fi37; very Revere:rd 1llother it,i. GALLAT{T in 1912 anc 19h9i very

Revereni Llother SAfilTn cR'IX in I95J'

Tle Superior Prov-incial ojl the Slsters, vrho has her residence at Forb

Smith, makes each yca:' a tour ci inspection of the iiospitafs and School-s
directed by the Order. 1-be St. haii:rret I s I-lospital coruounliry 'l ooks ior: Ia;.cl
to her visit with lnterest aird .;aii sf actio't. The success of the Sist'ers t

work anC the p:'ogress of thei,r spiritu:r-L liie aepend n:irch -on the directlons
given by the jdothcr Frovincial i{ho lrenresents in their nidst the i,i'cther Gen-

eral-, llead of the fnstitu-te. (12)

fhe last d.ecade of opiirslaorl oi the St. ]'Isrsaret I s Hospj-ta} h'a; been

narked by a noticcable d.evelopment i-r.,. both personnel and serwices. ,'ln jxcleas e

in the nlmbe r cf patients, ilore di.,rersified. nedical and nursing treatlrnts
hacl then requ:-reii ardi+,ioini f cililtes to the buililing. i'lore and- bett-er pro-

fessional- assisbance ulrder nerv i)ocllors a:rcl i'rom the charl-e s camsellrs Hospital-

in the treatrnent oi iubercufosr:' has+.ened the constmcti-on of a netr ar'ditlon"

Sister'R. 'IROTTIBR hasj becol]le Superior an.] Sist€r G. R]]EAIJI,T .t,iLe liead

i lurse in 191-r ' .  f t ,  ht tcr-es r ;plrcedby i j  stcr  C. IGIIJDEI+U a year la icr '

I t  rvas under hcr 1c1' lcr thi ;  tnr l  :  2Ot rLOt \ r in;  wrs bui f t  3t  thc.  Sot l th eno

o f the i i os l : i t a l .B ro the r r t l 'ROQUed l rec teCthevo rk th roughou t - thesu rsne r
L95I. In i{ovemberr one r''ar,1 v'as ::en'4-'* f or occupancy anci in December. another

on"-"u""i""e l+ more patients. Each pi';iont h:cL.; brand-nelf bed and table'

Bed lights were i.nstal]-3;. ai"t; p::ovioed rr:ruring lvater' chutes i{erc bu:ilt

on each fl-oor foi clispos3l oi' riusi ancl soiled cloths ' The netl section could

accornodate then lO ott r-nnl", so ih:t that briilSng ltas norr a r'arimu' capacity

of  OU Oeos.

Indi-cations cf trre develcpnent rnal' bc-laken fron the officiaf statistics

recorded by thc ilosj.itaf authotrii ics. In 1!16, eleven persons out of 19; t"ho

haci. been adr.itte4, trave dieJ Curing iheir stager '''hile ! were ciischlrged and

j renrainea under tare. In I9J/:, 12-out ol 81 ...Cnj-t ted have died ciuri'g the ycar.

in ]-]95L, L persons only passed- 3'i 'raJr out of e total of I)l2 I'rho had been cared for'
( r l )
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Sirce then until today, the percentage of death at the Hospital has been Loweryet. An anal-asis of those figures shcr,-,rs that during the p"riod of 35 years
-(1916-1951) onlv l0f1 of the pa'oients taken to the Hospitit" for 

"or"- 
j.il-r,us"'have 

died while under the care ol the sisters. ft shows afso ttrat the 60 pa-
tients who have died at- ti.re Hosl-,ita} duriirg thal period represents only llg
of those lrho have died in and arou:rd sirpson. The-Missionri cemeter-"r oieneil
in l-91-6 contained at the end oI I95I the renains o-f 380 persons. Onty 6O ot
them had died at the l{ospital, white 'jjhe 320 others passed awav at reir horne s
or llere bror'.5h', in fron the bush" (1I )

One of :he factors -Lhat s;eeried up the developnent of the St. jltargaret r g
Hospital rves the nedlcal direclir,n iiven by young and nev{ Doctors r"ho required
that prionty be gi'ren to proie:sionel neLhocis and siandard reguiations in
the treatrmnt and care of ti-rc p.ltients, The Hosp'-t.el authorj-ties of course
shared that ri e1,{, but could noi rea.li-ze ii until Government authorities and
funds nade i t  nossihfc.

A young Doc't,or fro:n Toron'co, Ltc:tor FLIllllv.[NG, arrivea, here in July ]950,
to repl-ace Dociror TRUESIXIL " As he boarderl et ihe ]/iission for over a month,
the Superior, Iather V. PHILIPPE hacr. ample opportunities to confer v.,ith hirn
on their con'non :.roblens. Iir ihat b:Lre horrever, pI.:ns had been naie fc-rr ttie
construction c.f an addi:icr': :urd rfsr oi a storage place to free more slace i,r
the nain iluildinJ. Concu-.r^n bb- Lhcn, e;cpcnse; jr;mnc{ to a hl-gher peak, liea-
ching ,$ !0,000 in 195f, ril 60.C00 in 1!!2, and $ 85,000 in 1953. Antl. the sul-
;nit ever rcached rras rn f9jll r'rben U:re cost of opcration ortd naintenance of the
Hospital totallerl $ IOirrOOO. /hen tha-r, su,n is conpared to the {i lrrOOO spent
in 1,9f6, or." nEt/ easily obse nve bha l, -hJ peoplc of Fort SirFson and nei ghbou-
ring distTlc bs rrerc weli serr,'eC. I'lc mc.r"e and no better serv-ices coul-d be ren-
dered by the Hospital authorities j..r Urls Fart o i,he courtry. 'rhis is true

'son is made bet].eetr the fceclrou 4u ) , r r l :  -  rJ_Lir 'e t r - -LU-Lr lL '  rvrrur !  d uuluP4ar.

n h e r o r . r 1 ^ n z ' r ] r r r . n r . A | i , ' F L h r . + ' 1 . - ' c l ' . } . o . r n l
J J v r  

v .  
-

by sinriJ-ar instit.rtions o'"mre c,i b1,' othe:: :Lntcrest; in ihe lvhckenzie. I arn refer-
ring to thc .$ 6"00 fee for a roorr] 3t ihc St. iviarg.r.ret: s Hospii:al and to thc
$ fz .oo f oc f or i! roon at tf-c ila;' mvc r liocll' '-nl- l'hich do cs not give as good

serv-ices. The Y€-r-lovrknife llosprtal ccl-iects j'\ 16.00 pcro patient per day and
does not provid-e ',lr:'ec tirrcs mor" ih:"n ou:' .iosp:tal 'n comforb, in carc and
in l';el-f are .

the nrholc poDul-ati.il oi Fort Sinpson has no+" talien ful-] opportlnity of
the nursing serrices offorred thcm on tiris IslanC. In I,452, for instence, onc
Sinpsonian onfi' had been adnt-ttcd for treatrTelt of tuberculosis, i,rhil-e 3A per-
sons were adn-:l. b bed fron the ncighbou:rr-ng settl-enents " ltre tnrth is not that
trrberculosis rras more raupant anon5 ihe peoplo of those scttl-cupnts. Evidence
has pro',re d in later ycars that a far:j.: numbcr of our pcoplc needed treatmont
but were noi tal{3n carc of. It ma;l bo that sone of them cscaped the sc:utini-
zing eye of the X-Fay machine a:rci tha*, othcrs did not bother about their health.
fn sonrc im tances, those touched lrii';h thc descase may have eread tite gcrms
among those of thcir intirnatc circlc. Th3 resurgcnce of cases in re cent tine
indicat€s, in ou, opinion, ih:t r. pu re.rnt,3gc of th"' population of fort Sinpson
( srnall as it may hrve be.n) has not bcc:r treated and then caused othcrs to b€
rrictims of thoir orrn infection. Iho fi-Rsy surr/e7s ne,de undor Gove rnrnent autho-
7.i +i nq ci nc. I 

.) l, l  
l ,: 'v,) nF-T.,. i nl" ' s+-n.- i , l  i ,\c sn' 'cad of tt tbercul-osis and con-
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trlbuted to protect the hcal-th oi thc rihofr population. i{e presune hovrever
thal the necLicaf autr'orit:i(s ravc been a'rare- 1,irat more thorougirly inve stiga-
1ri-ons 1rou1d have si,i:,rpeci oui sources of that disease. rt i"s nore likely ihat
the1,' vasls prepare<i to take thc necessary rneasures to achieve that ,-rurctse.
Yet, sone ncgfigence on cJic parl -i r:cdical oific"rs a.:rd of the oo,.rrtation
ls postponing the work o.i e:'arrlc.ating thc paague rat has distreis'ed so rnueh
our people in the t.rast. (15 )

One oi lhe r"any nea.rures ta.i"n b./ r,radicaf aythorities has been the spec.iul
treatnents e-t the c. callsellrs HosDital to :atients prreviously adndtted at the
st. Ilrargaret rq ilospital. Di^agnosis rnd cirimr5ical operations u:rder ihe direc-
tion of speciali-sts have pl4ren a success in severar cases. ft rs bcyond doubt
that expert physicians y{ill be niost helpfull in tire r'ro ric of preventing anci
control-ling iiubercufosis a:rong the peopl-e oi l,ort Siinpson. It cannot be over-
look however, trat a nuinber of patients cio not wcl_come th&ir confinenent to
the City llosiri1rerl. iife have heard and observed thera in a Fsychological mood
advcrse bo e saic ani r?-pi,r cur,,. I' ' l rhe .ridsL of strangcrs rn,- far from therr
environnenli, they do not r"act raslly to the treatnents applicd to their par-
ticufar cascs. Althougi. in son ..":itlnces' it nay bc an unavoi d:blc neccssily,
it appears to us that in other -.,nstances .bhe cure fiight be as effective lrith
or<iinary treatments in a local lio:rlitai. I-\:r'r,her, it 1s notlceable that bhe
soiritual- atmos,rh*rc ]acl:in.- in : Go-rt ro,i"nt 'lospi i,a]r brrt which is prevaili.::g
in ou.r Caiholic ilos-ir:al is rn i;nocrt.rni. iector Lo thc keeping up of the Pa-
tientsr noral- an'l ol r:hoir psychological ionporunent. Thcnce, it is desirabfi
for the wcLiare of ou:: sicl< rjcoplc thilt Lhose only ix cxlrcme necd of spccial
care, be transferrecl irorn the St. liargarot t s ilos-,ital tc ihe City institutions.

Doctor BAISR replaccd Doc',,or FLElirylIi\iG in Junc L952 attd directe d during
two years the heal,th vrelfare at r-orL Slnpson and in the neighbounirng settle-
r:rcnts. ,/ith thc arrival, it L952s of a new Superj,or, Sistcr T. CilALOUl began
a serie of lnprovencnts in the organiza-r,lon of *"ire Hospital services. In oc-
tober of that year, +,he m,,ribcr of cm, Ioyees vras raised to ,19. Dressed in vrtrite
and Trearing a cr.p, tho firl-s i"crc a synbol of t]]c devL lopnents in the n€king.
A new electrlc ca}l rnd light systcm for each patient replaced the previous
onc. Ilj-tra-vrolct ray trcatncnts lYcre introduced. -A. nenr hot water boller pro
vided better serviccs to 'uhe l:i itchen a:ro throughout the building. A large
laundry room vrith bctter :*rd more conmo di- tic s ,rascd the wori{ oi thc staif.
In Fabnrary L95), Lhe Superior, a rcgistcred blursc, orgefiiacd a pha:rnacy de-
parbnent. Doctor tsAKE[i. donai;cd somc oj] his blooci ior infusion in on' patient,
on the 2?th of tirat month, v'rilh thc hopc of saving hcr l-ifc. Unf ortunat ely
thc pcrson dicd shortly ai'rer. $,,- th;,rt llne, i:hc St. L/b,rgarell I s lJos;'ital was
fi11;d to its 60- bod capo.ciiy. Until thcn, X-Ray fllms processing anci handling
had been done i-n a smal-l ordltl:ury rooll' fn i'rorch r?53' a tlarli roon rTas built
for that pur?osc. Irive y-ers latur, a largcr roon has been fittcd t'rrth bcbter
ncw cquipment anr. faciliatos. TIuo, 1;hc pace of lcvolopnent of our Hospital
has bJcrr sloir. yct, clficicnt srt"viccs havc bcen pro-rided at al-l- ii-tne s j-n as
nuch as were rcqr ire,1 b:- illnL,ss.:s gnC .lislascs ;aost connnon in thc arca.

SDccial- csscs tdat c oulil not 5i, ral<cn car. oi '.rt.. thc llocto rs l'rerc sunt to a
'City Hospital for proper tr'aUnicnt anu opcrations. In Ulc rlholc hislrory oi thc

St. i,largaret r s Hosnital-, thurs h:Lvc becn onl;' fi'ru jletiunts ai:ni ttc d for trcd-
nrnt of gonorrhoae a. icv'i o' :.rttccr, h'ro oi syphilis tnc. tlro cacsaria.n gperations.

l,hst dlscr-scs rtcr; oi pufnonary characlur :rnci most ilfnosscs wcrc of nlndr
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type s -either of nurslng and surgery. rn a smalr- Hospital such as the st. I!'hr-
garetrs Hospital- it is hard\r possib!-e and need.ed. t-o operate special_ized
departments. F\rrther, th.e cost urould be nrohibitive ari-d exceedrng the linrited
revenue s of the insbitutlon.

Sis+,eT T. CI{ALOUX .a q,,h61.i ^' rnri ai o}ar !.. LA-I,{ARCHE as head nurse took
office in 1953: F";-il;;;-';d"i;;;'y;.i" 

""rp""ii*1y 
they dj-recreci the des-

tinie s of the institution u-nder cir.cunstances vrhich favoured improvenrnt in
the managenent of thc liosprtal-. llach sectj-on was af,-loweci more freedon in the
Cischarge of the functions. i,iore decentrali zation was introduced in the keeping
o.f patients records and rc:orts. fn October L953, as the nunber of patients(?O)
exceeded the bed capacity, arrangements vuere -rnade for the transfer of the em -
ployees to nevr boarding quarters. The department reserwed to the Sisters and
the utility rooms "crL) ove:crolJd:d, aJ i{cli as +-he erFloyees rocns. A regis-
tered Nlrrse, iiiiss PLAI''XDI\D0i'I l.ras thc l-irst to cvacuate the Hospital f,or the ncw
quarte rs, in the near-by l$ui'scs I Residence, on thc l2th ol October L953. Tne
wharehouse buitb in 1951 r'ras tl:en bransfo:'rne.t first for one nurse, and l-ate r
in the falf for the teachcr al the S'b. rvi.nrgaret I s Schooi, i\h. TI. FELLoiIES.
A nlght firenrn and watch;nan bcgan his functions 6n the l2th of october ot
that year 1953, to insurcr nore cornfort and safetl' to the patients. The night
nutrge residence r"ras enlargcd at th: sa:n: tj-rne '"o acc ontno da te cnc nore empl-q/oe.

Teaching t] thc Hoslit.i] p;rticnts i'ia.s iniiiatod then by llr. FB,LO!,JIS,
giving part oi his trme ior +"i-ro.ncu' ilrrnction. Jn Nccenber, he reporbed that
thc stuCents werc I'gol-ng strongir anci hc notcd that Ed^rin LINDBERG busied
rcoilccting many Ht gra.lings in his lorrcsnonLr.nc; coursc. (17) In January,
r tEdvr i  n  had J rO l : r l  s rad in  .  + -  : i6  ^ ' ^ : i : -  ' L ' r  Phocb*  @UDET md BCat r ice.  o - -  - - - . . . i .  u v  r r ! r  u r c u t u ,  v r r l r r v

SIBBESTON wero thrai(ing this wry rncrry for the Leacher in Gradc 6.'t A dozen
students rcceivcd instrtctj-on thcn, a;rd there vere 29 in the falL of that year.
(l"B) fhc Supcrintcndent of Schoolsr l{r. G. DE\[TT, gavc consideration then
to the neod of spocial kracher for iho patients. (f9) I'ileanvhil-e, i'[r. l,[. GAU,ANT
who l-rad replaccd ivir. Ftr LOll'ES at thc St. t','targaret ls School, c ontinue d part-
tinrc teaching to thi: patients drring i'l-rc school ',xav I99t-L9El. ln lprr,a I955t
thc Dir€clror of the Northcm AIfai-Ts Dcpartrir nt in fonired the authorities that
the position o ul-d nol be ostablisheri before thc school- ycqt a956-I95!:,lZOl
Howcver, a sDecial teacherr l,!i6 s l{. ROllmTI, arrivcd ln septcrnber,of .]955 to
assurne iho ntvr funeiion. In Octobcr, €hc rcported arr cnrolfncnt of 26 studenis
for the academ:ic cours.s, r:.nging fron grade onc to eight inclusive. flLevcn
werc l-6 ycars old or un.lur', I'rhilc Ulc otirer rangcd i-n age fron 17 to 2lr years.
ITnc coursc givcn to thc ]lospitel patircnts, shc said, is designed to fo rn parb
of the trcatient o{ iubcrculbsis... lt is prira rity sp a3t to keep t}rc patient,s
mental3_y healthy by bcing oceupicd in v.rorking to-.rard some purpose peculiar to
him. Haldvork and crafis are cncouragcd anong thoso lrho are nct intCrested in
acadenic work; thus giriilg thcn occupational thcrapy.rr (21) Itiss RO|IXRW
taught for trvo years anii 'sas re;:laco d by liiiss ]rl. FORTIN for thc school terIn
1951-1958. r\nd i"ss I, cDOl'lALll cairied on thc .iirork in 1958'].969.

Anothcr ir.novation in thc Hospitcf scnrices was the cnrplqnrcnt of Inrrses t

Aides for the carc of thc lxtients. Rita',lRIG,Ef, lrho had graduate d at the St.
Annrs Hospital-, Forb Sn:ith, in Jufy 195L, was thc first to 3s sune the nevr filnc-
tion. She we.s joined in th. fall of that year by enother Nursers Aide, Miss I.
TAXJIF, of the saroc gracl-r ation. Thcir functions v\rerc of profcssional charactcr
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and their knowle dge and experience in nursing were of valuabl_e assi stance
to the re*istered Nurses. (22) Obhers were employe d in l-ate r years and pfoveci
by their work tl]at a portion of girls in the i\iorth coulC likewide be of greater
serrrice to their fell-o'r-citizr:ns alci at the same time acquire d'1ceti:er training
as futur€ vl'ives and nothers.

Thc Hospiial autirori tics r'ure c.fidhted in those ycars ovcr the fact
that no person '.rnder their cere had dled cluring a Deriod of ]J montJrs. (ith
rec. 1953 to 7th April 1955) The prestige of the Sisters and nursing persons
was al-l the morc enhanced, vrhile the rcputation of thc Doctorr in the nind of
thc peoplc, bocamc q'i:onlmous of hriracle maklrl. Incidently, that happy perJ-od
coincided with lhe 20 first rnonths of n5r function as aciflinistrator and chaplain
of the St. r/Iargarct I s liosnital. Ict no onc has ga$rn me credit for the absence
of deaths then. In fact" Doetor IiYHUS and I had arrivcd at Sinrpson at the same
time, in JuLy 1953. Those coinc;ccnccs sirorr hol'r easily public opinion !s fead
astray by appareni causes airci faifs i;o gras-n thc factors causi-ng the cffects
apparent to a-l-l. In Decer1bcr L?illt tnp pcrsorncl or' thc llowftal coilprised
7- Sisters, (two of ,r,hem rcgisteied iiurscs), Lu'o othcr Regist4red i'lurse s, ti'Io

I,lurscs Aidcs, 17 girls .:irpiol/.,res ar.iij. one ;narr a.i'r,cndant. 6J paticnts vreru undcr
caTe.

in Ig5\, Sis i,cr T. C'IALOUX, Suror:ior, bcgan to organi'zc a sociell- scrvice
as part of tnc ilospital 1.fork, Ih: porsonncl of thc instituiion joine,i rdth the
l_oci1 l-adies o.t i,hc Cathol_ic .lot:cr. Lcagu" a,nci took part in thcir actildties
of handicraft eo"k. The tt'ro qroups combincd their knowledgc and cxpericnce
in training sevcral youngsi:e$ in th. ar'" oi <nltting, sewirng anci of other
donestic handJworks. Evcr L'locrs too;r :pportuni ty of thc cl-assis to rcquirc
or uc'rfon'n abrl-iLY in bhos . craf'uso Th- :ctiv-i uics of both grouDs s.l"ot:.,d dorm
for a rrhile :.n Ig\6 t L.ut lhctr'.,rcrc rcasilmcd the follolit-ing year undcr thc dir-

cction of siste r cIj"aillPAGi{E, oircctrcss of thc ildurscs I Resi.l,ence. thc rlsocial

Se rrrise r r,iorlcc.l ihon in co-otrcration '.rith thc Catholic School teachcr, l.{is s

K. lric GUII{],mSS, in conducting lor tllc bencfit of the schoof Eirls cfasses ol

knitting and scwing. tn Lg53, thc orSanization becamc mori: a sort c.f chal'iia-

bl-c cunicr di-'trii:uting io-th" n--iy u;:d goods rhich irerJ tiivi n fr!c' or paid

by part-tine lvork a.nd at sn norr-inal prlc.. thc pcrsonncl of thc i{u"ses t Rcsi-

dencc took 2 'bl,ro-hour a vr,,ck coursc in elcmcn",ary course iuring: thc school

ycar 1958-1959 wrocr tiic ciri:ci:ion of L,iiss ]ric Guinne s s and Sistcr Ci{Al'tr:\GNE.

Attenps havr, bccn nadc in 195L ."o initiatu a coursc in c lcnlcntary nur-

s i ng fo r t hcg i r } s i nsc r v r cua t t hc l i osp iba } .AS thcy faccd thcu rgen tncod
of iuttcr traincci girls rn rrard au;iliary lvork, thc llospital auirhoritics bc-

licvecl that such a course rT ouIC also bi': of gn:at bcncfit to thu 20 girls cn-

ploycd throughout thc ycar. Follolring consulta'i:'ion an..'i advice frota thc Fort
'sniir, 

*eoicai officcrl Doclor c'G' i'iicldAE' i'h' plan lras postponed indefinitcly '

rn thc opinion of ihc l,.ttcl!, thc proposc<i coursc vlouj.c]- ovcrlap .tjh.J }lll]!so l S

LiCo col]i'uo givcn thcn ai tni St. Annl s aopital at lort Sniih ' A high stan-

dard in thc I'Iursr: r s l\.ido courso in i:hc futuio, accor&ing to Doctor lui:IlAE I s

vicr;s, r[ght crcaic roon ior i,hc cstablislur';nt ol a lorirer gradc oi aurciliary

scrui-ce. In *;, 
"a"o, 

thought the ncd-icaf oificcr, boili courscs could.best

be given at thl samc pfacci(23) liu nright have -been right in assuning l'hat a

couise ln auxiJ:iary rrrbrk rrculd'iir':n bu inerpcdicnt ' Yct, thc fact lras then'

and 1s yet, that mbst Sirls in serwico arc discharging rrcutinc proccdures and
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work w-ithout the benefit. of _ar5r preparatory training. Moreover, in our opinion,
they and others are deprived of the opportunity to recei.ve a iraining, in home
and conrm:nity lirring, ni.rile they are emploJred at the Hospital. It is 6eyond
doubt that only a ferrr percentage of school- glrls. v/ill qualify for a high stan-
dard Nursers Aide course during the next decade or so. lhe scientific course
in hone econorn-ics planned by experbs for the girls in attendance at the nevr
school center may have their val-ue and benefits. On the ottrer hand, it is ex-
pedient, in our opinion, that a course in auxiliary'"rard senrice be g:iven to
the Hospital gi-rls, rn conJunctj-on vcith the home economic train:ing. (2L)

Pubfic rclations betveen bhe Sr.. r',largaret I s Hospital authorities and the
people appears to have been good at all timcs. Co-operation vrith the nredical
Doctor, ap.poinlred by thc Department of Heafth and rvelfare, has seldon been at
fault. Al-though the institution is opcned to patients of aLl- races and rel-i-
qious faiths, the najority of thcm havc bcen and arc nor,i of the Catholic Faith.
the same rcmark applics to the crnnloy.cs. ffree dom of right conscience in rel-
i  s ior:s vrorshin is a, 'o l i^1,  h.-r ,  r - ' .  f l rn f 'o{hal i^ author i t ies tortarcis non-Catho-
1ic patients and personncl. Thc- lattcr may attend religious ser\,.ices at their
center of gath.ring, \rhifi thc ' eticnts r:rT', uoon rcqucst, rLcciv-' iniLividual--
ty Fi"itual guidance anci religious confort from thc respectivo and authorized
rcpresentatives of thc church to vrhlch th.y bclong. r.Irlhcn nisuaderstanding or
ar5r complaint ai.iscs in such rattor BetTrwaen thc non-Catholic paticnt and any
other person or agcnt, thL Adrfdstrator of the St. i',largaret t s Hospitalr who
is the Superior of thc Sr red ilcart i,lissi-on, is the sol-c and final- authority
who shall- judge and deci.te accordinely. (25) It is no news to say that sus-

picion of undu. infl,ucnc., by 0atholics on ProtcsLant paticnts may casily arise
in thc n-lnds of soilc parcnts anri fricnds. Proselybes od dj-fferent religious
dcnominations arc bcnt to asccrtain their j-nflucncc over the paticnts whonr
thcy consider as their spiritrra]- chargcs. Fairness and respect of,i;he ri ght
conicience are rules l,rhiah no one ru.y consider Llghtly and rvhich Cattrolic
authoritics dc;rn n.ccss:ry to bs obscrv.d by 31I concerncd. (20) fhc historJ:
of our institution, tc our l{nolfli'd.g,..r, is fairly cl-cer in this mattcr. cxcd:it
must be glvcb to thc majority of thc people for tho good publlc rclatj'ons
bctween tha authoritlc s :nd thosc who have bcen scrwcd by thc i-nstitution
for almost hal-f s ccntury.

the rnanag.munl of thc St. iforgarctrs Hospital has divcrsificd rviih thc
ycars. Office ffork is taki-trg novr aimost thc iull tirlc of onc.pcrsol. ilictsry
ir.e s become norc compliciltc d-eftcr thc nanni:r of nodcrn Hospitals. 'ihc l-aun&y
departnent has rcachcd tho stagc of minutious practiccs i\rhich are cnforccd in
Cily institutions. Under such conditions, a J-arge nunbcr of aujci-liary lvards
musi bc crnploy:rd, citcn vrh,in thu numbc r of patiunts docreasr:s to helf the bed-
capacity. and this is reflected ln the cost of, rnaintenence ond operation of
the buil-dlng. TWenty years agop ?J+ patients were takem care of during the
year (193?) at ttre coit of $ lrrooo. rn ]958, the cost reached {f 521000 for
395 patients. Breaking dovln the iigu.r'es, vIe arrlve at the follotrings:
7[ pltients have cost 63 E p", oay ior 6137\ days e in 1937. -
395 patrents have cosl ir 3.60 per day for lhr282 days in 1958.
this represents an increase in cost of about 6 times over ttre period of -the
last 20 years. Yet the fee charSed to public ward patients has i"ncr€ased by
four ti-rLe s onLy r nanely, $ 1.?5 :er pali".tt per oay inLJ37, and i 6.25 in 1958.
This latter flgure is half the cost of fee at thc Yellowlcn$fe Hospital. (28)
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The high cost of naintenance
justed only L'v efficicnt mlnagent-nL
religious personnel of GreY I'luns anii
served by the iL. Ir@rgarc t, ?s Ho- itsL
f cundation and establishnent.
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an:i oper:tion of our I_ospital- can be ad-
and strenuous efforts on the parb of the

Obl-ates. Tho3e have been the rules ob-
'luthorities since thc beginring of its

The readers unfamiliar rriih Hospital administration, ald those urrin-
formed of the spiritual dutics of rolilious Ordcrs wi]-I not find in our pages
an accurate account oi the lrork .l.onu rL thc iospital. u{L ray ev€n glve inad-
vertently en :-nperfect imp.rss"iott or' rho acconpfishmel rts made in ihe sen-ice
of God and of our Church for thc bene.fil of the r.ratients and Deople of Fort
Sirnpson ancl nei ghbourj,ng ,iettlenents.

As u.r.. glancc aL lhe nasL, tJe discern firsL rour Sist€rs anLr a I e!,1
patients frugally fo '1, sl.reltereci in an unpainted, un-furnished arrC poorly
heated buil-cling. Thc.;r busie,l in nanual r,rork, unassisted and vlithout the ser-
vices of a residcnt mcdi()'lf DJc'r,ol'. Thc n, ten ;'ears l:.ter, we observe six
Sisters and a ierv encloye t s, sLrr-rgg1.ing in r,,rgnt of special equipment and corn-
modities for tho care of the sick and infirms. Inprovements rvere introc.uced
however rrnth the assj_stancc of a re s j-dei-ri ,octor, Iron ]?37, vre note an irn-
petus of developrnent 1ir ihe serr-ices tl-ra t raisecl favourabfy the standard of
the vfhol-e unit; bcttcr rlj-clrry and }a:'ndry equipments, el-cctric serlrices,
elementary radiotherapy .r-r.1 di:grrostic rr.diofogr lrcre a.nong ihe inDrovenents
irhich brought benefits to the c&rc anr.i heaftli of lrhe patients. As the years
, , -h+  h1 ,  r '  -c 'a r  fa . i t i+ . i  ^  l - . . - . . r .  rn , l  i re rc  made av3 i l ,ab le  ln  l -951.' v I 1 v v . y , ! ' 1 - 6 1 ! } g v r f f

Iron then on, 1[e witness progrcss in the care rnd treatment of tubercu]-osas
patients.r r{ew Doctors, rcnclved uquipmerlls, lurniturcs and fictures, isofation
of contagious cascs, scFlr:ltcd l-ivind quartcrs ior thc emplo;'ees, havc bcen

factors which modernized th: LO-"';ar ol:l institution and contributcd to lts
devepopnen!. \ ly,

One of il.re nai n devclopments obse:wed in recent yoars has occurred in
the adm:ini stratl./c field oi' thr St. I,largaretts I{ospita}. Cornpared trith that

of the c-arly years, the t,ask oi book-lrce'oingr of repoft and registratio:r
routine is no','t arr exactiug onr that Llrei-ns the energl of the personnel. (30)

This has been the task of Sister C. .II"SSELIN, Superior si-nce l-956, of Slstcr
irri. LEI\/trRE, Heacl i\trurse since 1958 srci o.f ',,he prcscnt staff of Si-sters.'

As we glance sgain ovcr tire' yiars of hisLorlr of the St. ivlargaret I s

Hospital, we obsetvc 'rith r.rnazenent thc sun of tenporal ard spirituaf works

acconplished by alJ- those cievoted to its service. Above aI1, we note ldth

aOniration the inspiring r;xa.I:4:rle s vrhich thcy hav- conveyed to their patients

and to the rropulatrons ojl th(] ,l istrict of For*" Simpson.



(1 )
(2 )
{  1 )
(L)
(5)
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HCTCNCNCCS

See Chap. 1, 'oages 28, 29.
Chronique de ]lHopital Stc. Lrargueriie, Fort Simpson - Juillet 1916
See Part II, page 16.
See Table, page 110.
fn I)21, snol;,.' cme out of the stovc pipt sirstem in thc bui_}dj.ng, parb
of thc rrinter, lndic:ting thu inconvenit ncc: of instaflation at that tinE
On October 3rd of that :Iear, a cream separator vras being used.

(6) See Part  I f ,  lagc l r t .
(7) the cost oi such 3 buil-din; todr;- rrou-fd be ovcr ; 20Cr000.
(B) Chrcnique, Oct. 3r'd, 1919. - See oiso lart II, page 32.
(9) Register of thc 6:cr"L i-c.rrt J'd-ssi on, 1!20. - Sevural- rrticnts iicd in

tents and homes for Iac}< of sp:1c". at th. Hospital, but wer,: treated and
cared for by thc l'funses.
(9a) ftre fees charged,'rerc: 5 3.00 for ori.ratc room; $2.!0 -for seni-private
and $1.1! -for public vrar-. Cir. Lcd,lcr o: Sacred ]iee.rt lliission, pale 200.
(IO) Re gistcr of St. i,:iarg:rret t s Soqrital , L9L6-1952.
(11) The Chroniques notc that Anq,' l,IITmNGTOii I s Hotel vr.as fitled rry-ith boarders
and that a few l.j-sitors ircr. boardco al thc Hospitel, 27th Junc 19L5.
(12) See List of lfrnes, pa6c 110.
(13) Ca.tholic Voicc No. 11, Fub. f952, pagc 7.
(fl+) Rcgistcr of births, rr.r.rri3gls and buri:1s, S1crcd .!-cart iission, ltlb-5l
(15) fntcnsivc surrrcy r,rrCc bJ' loctor O t IiOOIJEY proved that the TONKiA|S and
GAZONTS famil-ics wcrc affectcd. r'ith tubcrculosis. 1[ of thcn r,rere edritted
for tre etment, l,'hilc IIrs. B. CAZON i''ras scnt to Caescl] Hospital f or treatment
in lfny 1959. F]:rthcr survcy l1lr.y prove thet otlcrs arc a.l- so cffccted.
(f5) An clcctric cal} qgstum ]ath lighLs rv-.s inst,rl-lt d in 1950. Also Ultra-
r r . i  ̂ r  ^+ P^.-  , -^ , . :  ' . * , -*+vfure u rq-ry uYurP-,Lurr  u.

(t?) cattrotic voicc, No. :.9, t|cc. 1953.
(18) cet i rot ic voicu, IJo. 20, Jrn.  ---5L.

a r  r ^ r ' l  \
(IY J l . l l i l ; r  l I5AUtr IO i ,J. i  i .  Ulrvl J I  \ IJ-- l l --L/)a J

x/ir. G. DEVTTT to Fir,her LESAGE( 2i-I].r9sLt 3-r-L955)
(20) F.J. cui{r[t'rc'{AxI to G. Ds/rrr (18-!-1955) copv to Father LEsrlGE
(21) Catholic voicc, l,lo. lLt, Ac'r'. L955, pages 3:nd l+.
(zZ ) catfrotic Voic. llo. 23, Au.g. l95lr; iiso tio. 2L Scpt. 1951i.
(23) I'attt"r LES-{GE to Dr. MoRA-B, i,brt srdtn (22-6-195h)
'' Dr. i{cME to Fat}rc r LESAGE, (8-7-1954)
(etr) fnc },.lursc ts Liclc courscs 1+, Fort Smith havc bccrn di-scontinucd in 1958.

Attelps ar: L'uing nradc to contimri- thc coursr s lor tralning girls who
have a minirnu': :f pr'nary eluc:rion. lho v3cational progran for 5ir1s
al YelJ-ovrlflife na;' have been a .factor iu discouragi..rG the l{urse rs Ai-de
c ourses .

(25) lleno by .F:,ilrer LESAGI 1,c Doctor 0 t ROoNff' Fort Slnpson.
(26) -n ney anI June 1o!!, r':lorLs 1nd::aLc',1 that the en6lican -isconess
cl-aimed spiritual junc(U c---ion ovz :' ti,ro llo-rpitai patients \,/ho irere both bap-
+j  _ - . :  1 - . ,  L r '  n^ : , \ ^ ] . i  . :h1nr r , .  aF i .a -  J_ .ho i ru i r ths .  _  I t  has  been a l_Sov t L v \ .  u , y  . r r t s r L  r r u r

reported that -,,he Penticostal nLlnister a.rrl the :iiaconess proselybized eagerly
in June 1959, for tire sal-vatlon of e baptized Catholic patient namied by the
Catholic Prlesi.



-. f09 _

(27) A menu is listecl for each day of the week, and for each week of the month.
A consid.erabfe variety of food, beverages, canned stuff is servecl to the pa-
tients. fn the opinion of the vuritcr, much of that variety is detrimental-- to
the appetite of the native patients and is no substitute for the basic food,
such as fresh neat and fish, I'rhich some are daily crlv-ing for. - An amount of
l"inen and cloths sent to thc laundry roorn once o-r twice a month in earl-ier
y_ears is no'radays durnped in the l'rashing machine every clay, whether clean or not.
(2E) Financial and ganeral- Repons to lhe L-,urc au o,f St,rtistics. ,ilso keeords
and Statenents by pa15n" C. GIJ,LES, General- Bursar of the ifissions of iiiacken-
zie, tr'ori Sd th.
(29) me new addition nensurang 2Ol x LOr r,'as bull-t in I95I ano oponed in Jan.
1952. The ;rurses rResj . tcnccr f -e"-  been lut l .y occul j ied in 1950.
Equipments, such as a 

-r3:*,y t s incubrtor_. lrl.ood suction nachine, orygene tre at-
llEnt unit, new X-Ray roon an,:1 processing der-ices, nei'r pharniacy room, new
i . i i . r "^en^no nnnr" l  p* . . ,  . i ' j  6 !q - ,n,r  - l .accpq.  p^+.1to
l J r l f v J U v l i L ,

?-L,.Ibf, ol,@bnj,c toasrcr, br(.]C sf icer, re:tL i1'. and rnet slopi;cr ",nC. mixe]r,
ice-cream machine, a ten-ton lr:lk-in refrigerator and other minor nodern
f r rz 'n i1 - . r ' roq  ann * r r r | i -nnet .q  Cr r  - .1 ' r  n r rq r " f  'o -  r .nd  r r r : in t  en lnce  o f  Lhe senr ices .
(30) Applicat'ion for coverruncnb gr".nt fron d-fr-orent lJeoartments for .indivi-
dual and speci:rl cl-asscs cr' pc.r,ic rtu. .\ccoutrts tc ::rJ fron 'lbT}fncll: s Compcnsr-
tion BoarCs, Bluc Cross Associtrrion. JJ,Io othc: gI'oun pl-an5 4'l contrects.
Collection end statement of eccormt lo local per:soilse corre spr:ndance, end
af fa i ls  l . r i th ,  renor ts  f rcn and t ,c  CJ" insel l -  Hospi l "1 ,  e tc . . .  e tc . . .

-){-;ts;e:i.!)3):-)-)iiai):)ii.J€i-)l-) Je|J;
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s  HOSPITAL  PERSONNEI  STAT IST ICS  .
: ,+JF P,ei*gHeHHHHiJeeeiJP,eh;eet.)fii*),4rj*tslft)?,<)?tc . x+r-ir,.t,x*t.*f*f*X**.mr*lt+trtHHt*ge$e! ;
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t9L3 sr A. 
-r,EDUC 

sr *. .iuBERTI\r :
i rSl+L rr r, :tgz? -33 Rcv. .trother E. LlCltNcE .
I I91J5 rr :r . :
: I9b6 r lt :1933-39 Rev i,ioiherJ'.. LUSIGI'IAI :
: tgl+l rr '' . .
= 191+8 i, :, .L939-h6 Rev. ltother E. MLRTIT{ =
; a9L9 sr R. TnoTTrHt Sr G. RllEALi.tT i
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,. a952 sr T. cHALO'rrx r :L9L9-52 Rcv. i/rothcr ;. Gl,DBoIs :
. f9fi tr Sr F.. LrLIirRCilE-
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1 f957 rr ir =
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ChapLer Thnee, THE SCHCOL

191-?: MODEST BEGfNNII:IG 0F Tl{E St. MARGARET I S SCHOOL.
JeegiJe$i)€:p)eiieee(ti-)i"iei-liiiiiirr;(-)i-)iii-)eiiiii)ei ii-;;ir^iirieei*-)itiii-)i-)e3ei

rle education or cathpric chir-drcn at Fo*r slnpson. h3"$i:trlififfiT5 i3f,"ffi:*""
buil-t in 191?, was completed the fotJ-owing year for its opening in Septernber. (1)
fts activities lver,a ralher hrnited for the first decade. I?on 11 pupils in 1918
the enrol-lnent had then more than doubled, although only a few went higher than
Grade lr. In L923, Charlotte and Rachel I{ARRTS vrere in grade 5, vrhile Tad HARKIS
reached grade B in 1926, and afso the three HOOKXRS: Clara, Iaura and Stanl-eyt
and Mary cAldsELL. trl.eddie SIBBESTOI{ rvas in grade 5 the following year, while his

sister . l?rh'Ie, was one year behind. Among the fevr Indians enrolled during that.
decarie, J. TAimcHE'",s the ri:nl;- 6n" r'ho nrade grade 5' (2)

The sacred iieart tr4ission had the a*rinist:'rtion of the school-r uhile the

Grey lfuns were responsibfe for teaching in addltlon to the organizati-on and di-

sciiline of the institution, For the first two years the wl'Iole cost of operatlon

and maintainance was borne by the ldssion" In L92Q, llhe Goverrment (J) initiated

u p"yto""t of $ ?5.00 perJc:rr' for the teacherrs salary" In regard to ciril lavr'

the Cathofic School- vras a privaie insLitution' But unde ohe Church lalv' it lrus

. pUgifC school opened to al-l 
"hild:en, 

irrespective of their race' tonguc :nd

;"iigi;". The course of studies was that folfo',ved in the schools direeted by the

Indiin Affeirs Branch in the English speaking provinces. Tme, mosll pupils *ere

in the primary graces, since haif of thc p-''pils nade one grad6 only' end 26 pupils

out of e total oi lOO passed the lrth grs'de '

' thu emphasis wls placed on the basi; sctiviticg of the el-ementary school:
such as language arts, nrithmetic, gcogr3phy-. history and the elenents of science
and fine rrts. The Authoritics of the ruission hel-d the views that the primary
function of thelr schoo] in thosc y'?rs lv"s thc tlcctr-lng of pr:i4ary subjects.
They made sure of 'rfirst things firstrr" sister Mc c'ilIRI( for 3 years and- sister
f'Inin1 tor ! yeers condrcted teaching at St. ililrgar:et ts School- perrneating the

secular educetion -,,-ith a christian spirit, i,rhil-c the Pastor or hls 3ssistant

imparted daily rcligious instr.:ctlon ,o the -p9pifs. Sister A. GAMACHE arrived

i; f:926 to asiumo thc function vl,l:lich shs l?ouLcl discharge for 1! ycas, tfaining

a whole gcneration 6f catholic citizcns in '"his ccmmunity. Those n"ere the ilaRRIs,
the t4cGlnRANs, thc SIBBESTONS_. the FiJRLONGS, thc VnTLOcKsr thc l,AITEnTr., the \rllrf

LENUIVES etc... Sister GA-&GCFIE crlucatcd sfso a nunbcr of Protcstant children:

thc HOOKERST SHER'$IOODS, ctc,,' "

Q 2  n t r 6 i  l e  h r r n  h 6 -/! psy'Le ,,*,- -,cn in :ttendance duni-ng that pcriod" lr0 of tbcm made one
grade on1y. Howcvcr f0 mede gradu !. thrce passed'bhe 6th grade, whj.le B topped
grade B, In thosc y.ars, as it is today, a numbor of childrcn cnrollcd at the
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St. l.arglretls School for one or flor€ ypars were transferred by their parents to
the Providernce Residential schohl. For instance Mavis V-TLLENEUyE starbad at the
St. Margaret rs School in 1932 at the age of ! years, but went to Fort prov-idenee
in ]..935 !,rher€ she continued n"r. 

"'grtr.li.ei 
from lire third gracle up. It is noticeable

again that tilos,t children who attendecj. school lor pnq ye;r on].t' were Jndians lllho
di.scontinued conpfetefy afternards. iliissing school vras rarnpant in those yEBls,
nainly anong lndian puplls. for instance during the fiscal year ending llarch iggg
tle average attendance vras l!rO1 for the enrollment of 3l pupifs. For l_g3lr the
avera ge attendance had been fl+,[O ],dth lp pupii-s registered. 141

T]}{ANC]A], ASSISTANCE OF T]E DEPART/IENT j
li.,+)+-x-)eee3(Jeeiie:)iJiiixi(Je(ieesx-)ii€iJ€eeiis{,)ir^r)rJ:;,:

.red in the qonnun*y as a pubtic 
""r-r:: :ffi;::: :itH*;:ti::t::LHi;:ffi

then, tte St" lviargaret Is 8choo1 was the only educalional institution on the IsLanrj.
ln 1926' the Director of tire Department of lnterior, Mr. o.s; EIivNrE indicated
the intention of his departmeni; to assist our schoor with a grant in addition to
that made by the Jndian Affairs Branch. (6)

In 19lrO, a grant of $ 2OO per )rearnas pai-d by that Departnent for the
education od the chil-d"en of non-Treaty status, in addition to :r few dollars worth
of furniture and school equipment. (7) fu that tine too, some rllfficul_ties had
been raj.sed rel-ative to the financial responsability oi that Department towirds
the support of the St, l{argaret rs School. The l,Iorthern edninistration adn[tted
thetr responsabiliti' towards the educat:lon of non-treaty pupiLs on a percentage .
basis in the saine schools attended lrl' treaty children. Yet the Indian liffairs
appeared to have cf3iled dofe control over the eclucation in the St. ldargaret ls
School since tne percentagc of their payrnent exceeded tnii paid by the Northern
Alrninistration. nrrther the enrolhient of treaty children wes smal-l-er then that
of non-tr:aty.

Ti{E CALL]NG OF DIFFERENT NAI\IES.
ieseiii-t(Ji'i( i93(-x-)seiiltSeei-)iiiiiiii:)iie€{')t-):

As early as f926, the Director of Indian Affairs
c1l - l -ed our  school  ' iRoman Cn-.hol ic  l ,dss i :n  School r r  (3) ,  whi le  10 yeers la ter ,  the
Distr:ict Administsator, Mr" J.A" lvlcDOUGALL cal-Ied it I'Foman Cathol-ic llay Schoolr
(9). At tines it, r,, 'as referred io as rrFort Simpson l]ay Schoof rrr end at other times
as the trFortsimpson Ronan Cetholic Dry Schoolrr. In 1931, Superintendent of Indian
education, R.T. FERRIER cl-assii ' ied it asrtlndian DaF Schooltr (10). thelve years
later, the fndian Affai.rs Branch consicicrod the St. iviargaret ls School. as an In-
d ixn Schoof  yet  (11) .

It is no', cl-c3r .rhf,t th. of.fici;.ls of the Llrro Departments had in mind l{hen
they chose to crlf th:it private school under tl 'ro different rrnes. In later years,
this calling of n:ares lrook nuch significlnce r,rthen a nouvernent in favour of an un-
denon-lnAti^giiral school in.the Scttl-ement grerrr in impcrtance. Loee1 supporilers of
conunon schoof systen argucd of the need of such :r new schoofr since the present

one vr-'rs rnd had bcen an IllDIAll SCHOOL. there 1ns nuch confusion in their argumants
and norc implications y:t. For onL Lhing the rrgum:nt flvou!'ed rcci41 segreg:r.tion
when the ruLhorities o-t i,hc Crtholic school did not. For another it breo dlssen-
ti-ons among C:tho,l-ics ,,lrho rvere invitu.l to split bet$,een Indians and non-Indi-sns
for school purpose$ At 1e3st 1t was liabfe to bring about such a splitr as ne
shal1 Eive eiridenee latcr on.
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'r'[hateve r nay have been the inotives of calling n3ne s in the ]0r5, 1tr *",
nonsen:-re sinee the St. lidargaret ts School was a private institution opened to

childrcn of ell reces, irrespectiv. of thcir rcfigions, supported in the main by
the Catholic lfission r.'ho or,rned it, administered it, and vras the sole authoriiy
responsibl-e to bcth Departments in educatlon matters. Hencerin the lvr:itettopinion,
the calling of different name s became eventually a device to prepar.e and establi*r
a connon school of undenorninational &:rracter (12). Trlhateve r underlfing forces nay
have been at work then, a generation of teachers and pupils made of their school
an institution of education that contributed gradually to the develoEnent of the
conmunity and of the Catholic portion of i-t.

$PS AND DO 'fNS IN THE ENROLLTMNT.
JgHHP,i+eii(r#(+iel+3e(-)F)u3)ei-):liiiilJiig;i-)eiiaf

There have been ups and downs in the enrollnint

of the School since its opening which nlay be explained nainly by the roovement of
the local, populati on. Ior a periocr o1 1! yearse Sister GAI{ACHE rreporbed a maximum
rcgistratiln of 32 pupils 1'nIgZT: with an average attendance of l-BrBBr.11hile the
minlrrun registratlon ocourred in 1936 with B pupils j.n attendance. And that vras

the so est enrollment in the whole history of the st. lllalgaret t s school (13).

Tt ii noticeabfe again during thei perioil that mos! pupi-Is re gistered .viere not

Tndians, and.except for a fe.'f, those 'ho compl-elte d ihe el-enentaly graces vfere

non-treaty pup s (!+) .

ABOUT INSPECTION OI'THE SCHOOI.
'tFxJ(J€3(-)iJe(Ji+eeilF)ee'4(-)P;e.'i-JiJP/e€ntn"n**u 

i-nsoection of the cathofic school rras macie
by the Indian Agent since 191-8. i,,tr. l'{;F. HARFf,S, rdro was first in several- actlv-
ities in the t o,rn, initlated the official inspection and made reporbs to iris
Deparhnent. It rvas contj nued in hler years by Dr. TRUESDELT . since 1226 until
19lr?, lrhen a fuIL time inspector assurned that function under the author:i-ty of the
Irlotrhern Adrninistratlon.

ESSEI\TITAL AND PRIMARY TASK U}iDM ME DIRECTION OF SISTtrT'],,iCQUILL,AN.
,9e(-)$'.'et)9$iiiiHe(ii-)r)tsii$eeiiailt(-)(JF;ei-)OHfi:i(-)€3)eF)ii€(+eeF)niJF)ee!-)l)HQ' tl^],eQeHiJ,{Je(J1rOt

We not€d earlier
that t}re St. ir{argaret r s School- vlds noved fllfm i-ts first location to ttre nelr one
in 1931. No chanle r.ras mar]e in tte 22 x 22 fra:.',e bui-lding Tdth 7 vrindoY s 3 x b 1/2 .
Hov,,€\,er the interior vras painted anerv end irnprove d. llihen SistcT IglcQUlLL"\ltl iook
charge of teachlng in l9LO, 12 pupils only enrolletl in tfte school that had a
capa;ity of 2? seits. Thosc r,{ho have lmor,Tr Sister l/lcQL{LL,A}l i'rere a1va"e of her

alirity and queLJ:ificati-ons as arl eduvator. I"{er L.ruplls v'ho attended school re gu-

1ar1y and puictu^al-ly have nacie their gracles w-ith success. gthers, a snall nun*-

Lrr"who hive fa1lei'r,o nake their norrnal year must be bl-c'ted for it, since t'heir

nissing school allc Little cfforts 'oo learn havcr been one major factor in theil

failur{. Cornpl-ain-bs lie re nade in t'hosc years, as today, that t,Lie school- rlas not

up to sLandard. i,iisgrr-lder] paronts and others expected too much fron the tcache!

and the school. Fail-ure. or the part of parents and of the communiw at J-arge to

co-operEte in the iiork or- thc teachcr and school ls another l]]ad'or factor in the

rel_ative progrcss of thc pupils. tfc might find in this fact an ex,DlarLltion for

sending ciiitaren hy theiirt palents to the lort Proviclence Residential School vfiele

discipiine, stu$r iork and environment achj_evc better educational r',e sults.
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rn any case the catholic institu',,ion continued to perform its cssential-
and prjmary- uask under the directi-on of sist€r luc,Qurl,urN. T?rre, neither sister
GAIIACHE nor Sister I,{oQU::LLAN pfaccd nuch emphasfs on the secondary aims of the
school rhich are -r,he joj-nt responsability of parents and the cormnurriiy. Secon-
dary €,ims, such as social adjusthcnt, phgrsical tEining, citizenship, health..
etc, nay have becn ncglecfed as separate :rnd organized activities. yet, however
important thcse tasks may bc, Sister rtiicQUILLAN carried our her maln, essentjial
and p;ima4rr functions, rs il, is cvidenccd @ thc or'ficicl rcports compil-ed by
OOEn .'nc r/:rSJ: rn L:--.1 lnl Hospr L! . (I5J

lrihe n
thet 1iri11 be
appear that
era.tions of
tl-vc s (10./ . PC-rneps

school- can do, r,-hcn

one conpr.r:cs Lhe rctlvitics of l Cly school in thc Jg t5 r'rith those
cr:'ri." on in tnr ncxt -f-r'v ydfrs ir thc new dcy school, it mry

the fomer hrs s:riously ncglectcd important tasks and raised gen-
cltizons r',rhon.-ry.* hcnccforth bu hindicapped for the r€st of their '

, . h i  s  r 1 \ '  he  n " : " i , l v  t r n r , , :  . - o * .  f . ho  ro  a r r . .F '  l i n i t <  tO  Whe t  o

rnd the Golrclnment shirk theiT res-i r r l r j  l r \ J l l r c ,  u tLs  L  \ r r lu r tu r rJ  uJ

pectiv.r re sponsabili'r,ic s.

IMPROVEIIEITIS A]A 
.TXTRA,-CURRICULAR 

ACTIVIIIES.
)F)i-)'rili(iii9e1J:)':iH{i1-)ii(-)(jii-)l-)iJJit:'):i:)|.)ii(-)iaeiii)€1iti:ii):-)F)$i-rir*-)i

Since 1P[0, movic Pictures were
:rhor"n to thc irup:l; a+ inten-rl-s and consisted mainly of educatioru.l films.
Eor L ycai's .he,r tl'., ,.;choof rtas lighted r,rith cloctrical lamps. Singing rras part
of the extra-cu:ri.crrlrr ,:rc iivltics tog;thcr irith sone iraining in nusic under
the .l:rectio!'i of onc of the Sisicrs. flre pupils v;ere parb of the fanily. On
L n l i d ^ . r . r  r - l  ! . 4 -  . . h ^ ^ 1  h ^ r l ? . :  l - . h n - r  f , n n l r  r n r i ,  i n  * h n  n j n n i . c  n r r l n  h - r  L h Crru-Lr !  - , ,  .  '  vr lLJ vv\ ,^

pcrsomrel ol i.,, , ir:sslon and oI the llospital-. Sleigh rides in the l'r'intcr and-boet 
e4pedriion j,n tho suruner contributcd to naintain ixtcre st of the childrcn

in thriir cf,,;hc '.i. j.:.ctituti .n. sinling in church rt thrc l{igh xlssses on sundrys
and llolicln3:i of obligatron .vras onc function pcrforr:re d by the pupils in thoso
ycars" It, 1s rci:t'crJ. for instrnce Ln l9L2 that undcr tJre d:irection of SisteI
i,nf.lf,m. they sr.u:g o.rautiful1y on jtrastlr Su.nd5'. It vras the school chil-drcn v'tho

ssng ciu;ing i.ir." 
": 

.uh.',,rcdCing of Ed. COOPER to Thcr:csa fulcqJ1liAN on i:iebruary

Zir-A9Lt), Srstor' SAIASIN'r,r:rs tlto choir directrcss and was about to rtplacc Sis-

ter ltcQurr,i,ul at school-. Ircicie ntly, bo'vh busicci that sunner painting thc intc-

rior of thc Schoo-'. .

i9lr3 - THE 25-11']r-AP" c'r,D scHool,.
ie!i'J:)iiiieiil-;l-)i-)i): )li3ci-)l ): li )i-)eitiii-)l.;:-i1-).it

r1,t thc opcning of the ?l-yaar old school in Sep-

lcr,ker I)Lt"), thc r'rnbci' of Cetholic pupils cnrolled ';es about ttle sa"ne than on

thc ycar of the es' ablishrncnt. 1i.l-lc ru qe::c 5 LttruTRTYS, 3 llf IT,oCKS," _2^McqlRRANSt
2 Wii.HNIirIrlS :rnd c:' SIBBFSTON, Ooc Protcstant, Ronald CREE, agcd 1O was regis-

i"rua i" i,rad.: !, iricst UIl,LEl'trEIfVE, r.rho had bccn .ttending thc Fort.Providence

Residcntii.: Suhool-r orlring thc prt''t''iorts yesr, l.jr's adnri'bted in grade 5 in October'

On the opening c1.y, t1ie pipils at'ic nctcd lhe illas s of thc Holy Grost as usud-, and

ur.re roeltone iy rrt" ff"UCblini, anrl llathcr TURCOTTE vTih o conveyed words of encoura-

genent for .thc s.rhool ycar. in Dcccnbcr, Dre TRUESDH,I conducted a public 6x3'rF

ir:etion of i:he pup:1.s, noling thcir progr€ss in gcneral. Hc observ€d hovievc r

that the atteirdanb: oi a fi:.rv was irr-gllar iurd unpunctual. Dur:ing the Chr*taas

holidays, Sin Le r: g-iJLiS:!}] pnid :L ir-isit to thc parcnts of her pupils, as a ge sturc

of good lril1 :nd cc*opcreLion ''ll-itir thcrn.
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THE CATHOL]C SCH0OL, CENT.:I3 OF INTEREST IN {1{E COMMUMTI.
,edH€eeoeseit,!)(-)e3+Je3)eHO?eei-)e,n-)e/aieei+e?")**)e(i?p;+ri.,rrp,p.flt*+riaee6

In thosc yeors. th;practi-ce of se'v-ing J. schoof runch on th. cold days had uccn intro"aucea'c" a
Tq+q" service to the pupils. Another practice was the ser'ing of a br.eakfast
to the pupll-s following commrr;rion on the first Friday of the nonth. rn the
sp_ri, ng 19.lr4e sister SARASTN inaugurated the making ol indiridual gardens by the
pu}tl-s. ?het€ was quite a bit of excitement a,nong the chil-dren oi 1,,tay gth when
they noticed their first radishes and ]ettuce com:ing out of the grounil. rn July
the st. r{argaret rs school held a safe for the benefit of the Junior Red cross.
Again the follo-w.ing year, the children cofleci:ed the surn of $ LOO vlhich r.rras re-
nitted to Dr. TRUESIFLI, on the occasion of the closing concerll on Er:ne 29ttr.
Tru.e, the Catholic School- was a center of interest in the comounibr under ttre
lively direction of Sister SARASIN.

FIRST OFITC]AI INSPECTOR ?O VTSIT TT{E SCHOOL.
+t)9)iiH{Jiieeiiet){'ieiJi-)$e(-;i.+ei-)iiee(Je(-)(J3)eeeaJ(+eei-)i-)i'Jf,es-)e1Jr

One event, of sorne irnportance had
taken place in the sulnner f9l+/+: al-though we said earlier that no major er,'ent had
rnarl<e d that year (fB). A schoof Inspector from lfanitoba, Dr. A. IIiOORE, rade a
thorough inspection oll the St. I',4argaret ts Schoof on June 27th. the educator had
been dhlegated by the Federal Gove rrnxent to uisit all- the schools in the n{acken-
aie and to nake reports with reconnandatlons for their improvenent and develop;
nent. Dr. M00FX r"ns ac c oinpanie d by Dr.'dT{ERRET r,fto had been given authority to
inspect the St" Ilargaret ts iic:Iii -l.al ure end of their visit, both expressed
their satisfaction for the ork done j-n the two lnstitutions. And they conveyed
their thanks forthe cordj-af reception given by the persorulel of the lviission a:rd
of the Hospital-. The Superior, Rev. I'athe r TURCOTTE, held lon$ conferences 1lj-ith
Dr. ViOOnE on eclucation natters. But the priest observed a runber of questionable
opi-rrions expressed by the Official- and took much pain to correct so-me-of his
statenrents i',hich appear".i at variance l'rith the tnrth f:ob the facts (1p ) .

Tt is of interest to nate that the 0fficial had coroe North to investigate
about the -' feasibility of establ-ishing nel'r s'ihool-s for tho encreasing poprrl atlon

of the white children, l,liost school-s had hii:herbo been ot"rned and operated by the

cathol_ic ahd Anglican lJissions. In the torms of Fort $nith, Hay River, and Fort

simpsonr.the Angticzrn autholities hacl failed to meot the educational needs of

the Prole stant population. Their parents, alihough srnall- in nunb-er, -prefered
schools i&.here instrucbion shoufci Le stri6tty academj-c ancl neutral. It appeared

then that opinions emong Prctestant s supported a system of -St'ate sch-ooi '" of un-

denonrinatioaal character. Consequently, Dr. lliOORE reconmended a trpublicly sup-

fo"i"a "."-aunominational 
schooi systLn...!r and.he statcd that 'rseparatc schools

shoufd not be included in aq,' publ-icly supported system of 
"U""a,+iot1't 

(20)'

COI'ITROVERSY ABOUT THE RNSIDEIITIAI SCHOOL SYSTE]II.
)e3e:F)iiii-^iJ$(JHi-)iie€9)i)ee3)1-XJe(-;l-)l-)e(J"+AP'eei-)HQeet"'t*'*Otrn. 

inSpeCtOf feised OppOSitiOn

to the Residential School systcn" Thc i\ngllcan authorities had cl-osed jn August

1935 their only borrding school elon$ thc liackenzic River 3nd noved it to the

A.cti. Coo"t, for the education of Eikjmos and Loucheux childl€n of their Faith.

on the oiheT-hande the catholic :uthorities owned and operated three residential

school-s at the tjroe of the invedtigations. Located at Fort Resolutiont Fort Provi -
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.dence and Aklarrik: those adhools yrere tsking care of the actual needs of the
catholic population scattered outslde the settl-ements as well as resid:ing in
those forbs, in adilition to the cat'holic day schools at Fort srith and Fort
simpson. Both tlpe of cathol-ic school-6, called rrMission schoofs'r were discri.n-
j.natel-y criij-cized by Protestants and a portion of the Catholic popul_ation,

The boarding schools, it vras all-eged, had failed to train children adap-
ted to their future occupations. Seconclly, in the opinion of the. secularists,
those schoofs had a fov,r academi-c standard of education because of, the anount of
religion included 1n their progran and forced on the actirities of tlie pupils.
Dr. l{Ooru'was not cl-ear 6n those natters during his v:isit and in his report of
19LL, but he enphasized his vievrs thrce years later before a connittee of the
lbderal- co1€rnment on Indlan education. (23-) Most Natives and lvj6tis wet€ unaware
of the j-nvesiigations and of the re cornrnendations macie fo" the education of theis
children. Whatever criticisrns of the Catholic Schools sone of them may have nade
i.n those years, ib is beyond doubt tl.rat thc system was not questioned t5t the
Catholic population. fhe ignorancc and i-ndifference of a large porti-on nay bc
ascribed is a iactor of criticisn. As for the real and factual- d:ifferencies of
the catholic scl]ools, 1t is saved to assuned that they coul-d have been gradual-

\r renedied with the co-operation of aff concerned. The Mission arjthori-ties,
1"ho.*""u avrare oi the inspector report and of its underl-ying principlesr obserYed

: lrith somc conccrrr. the trend tor.'arCs neutral education and its control in

State-school s.-

I,trCEL],ANtrOUS ACIT'\IITIES AI.JD CO],ITESTS.
Je(".)F),L)eii€eHe(-)3itsii-iee(-;ea)3)eiieeS)(J(+(Ji)3)3)esij|.'e:

ft,eanr{lile the St. I\,{argaret I s school con-
tinued iis funstion under the direction of Sistcr SARASIIIN. .Arxious to jmprove
her teacheris quaiifications, she took a correspondance course fron the Alber-
ta Department of Dducation. And thc schoof activ-ities proceeded norrnaly. the
Red Cross Section colleetcd the slnq of $ L0 in late f9l|5. - A visit of the
R.C"M.P. Inspecl,or nade in January lp[6, acquaintcd the pupils wi th the ttprk
of the Forc., in thc North. - L:,ter, on August 21st, the nelr school inspector,
Iir. J.I,T. l,lcmNl'loN, paid his flrst \rlsit to the school and nade a ninute inve s-
tigatlon under the instruction of thc Federal Gove rnment. In the faIl, the Supe-
rior of the llisslor-r acquired a 35m silent proiector for shorring Blble stories

.,o thc puoils in vj_eir oi raising their interest in religious instrrrction.

January 1!lL? brought to thc pupils an opportunity to di splay their know-
]pr{ca nn4 rhi  l j+\ '  i r .  l r .3 l th contcst.  The f i rst  pr iz" went io l "orr is I ,AFFERTy,
v,h01e Carl GBA.NAT: and Ronal-d CREE 1. ron tho others. - Handicraf t wotk, i:rcluding
Ucarring of rugs, ..'as lrar!" oi tnu scrroof prolran. A display r.'as made at CREEIS
store; and a ra{'f c hefd. on February 27th brought a benefit of $ 34.00.
GaJoe Wardon SHATTI'C]{ conductc d a 'rforcst fire pr:otectiontr contest anong tire
pupils in Jr re ol thrt ycer. AnJ by thrc timc, inspector IUoKINNoN appear€d for
another sehool lnspection. - .A'0 Urc closing party on June 20th, the pupils dis-
played thrllr usual ability in singing a:r d recitations. - Three of them had then
completed grade B: thcy vrerc Davii jIILl,EllEiIVE, Ronald CREE and C'eorge lrITLocK.
sister SARASIII ended trlso h!.r irork a1l thc st I,/brgarct I s school. call-ed to other
duties. she rleparted from Simpson on the 2l+th of June f9lr7.



ATTENDANCE AND i{ORK 0F TT{E PUPfLS FOR THE PAST DECADES.
*J++$(+ee9.9siJ(J(J3eiJ36ts)e(t1-)3)H3)r-)eiii-)neeeF)1-ieiiHe€i-x+e(Ji.;€tiJi-)(JsP,tJe$t

Lt t,llis stage of the
higtory of the Catholic school, it nay bc of interest to cornrcnt on t'he at'ten-
dance and rvork of the pupils during the past decades. According\r, thc exanpl-e
of trfo pupils affords a striking @ntrast in thcir progress e6 school . The one

rrthur IiITILOCK bcgen school at the agc of lr ycar.s in early 191+0, end had an at-

tendanse of l_5? days ai the end of tnc f9[O-E school year. In Deptenber 1!l[,

Arthur was registered in grade one at tJrc agc of 6. the othcr, blorri s LAFFERTIT
aged J years, vras al-so registcrcd in grade onc as he be gan sohool that rnont'h '

f"a fo. four consccutive ycars, both madc their. grades. Holl€verr in -Septenber
191+5, Morris, aged 11, wai rcgistered in grade lrr whil-e Arthur, aged LOr was

;;;e i" e^d. i. o:re 
'.:xplanafion 

of t,torris r retardation i-s fo'nd in the fact

that he trid nrissed f55 school- dr,ys duxing l+ ycars, urhile Arthur had nrlssed 39
days only duri.ng the same pcriod. In 191+GLr? r -both pupils repcated tleil rcs -

oettirr" lrades. Then t,orris was repe:.ting grade b for three years, i"triJe arthur
-r"p"utua-gt 

uar 5 oncc. r\nd by ttre end of-tho school year 19L7-LB' Moxnis h:rd

ooropl-utud-gordc !, I'hile Arthur complctcd gradc ?. At first sightt it a'ppears

tfrei tfre oie had <lone nuch bcttcr thi,n the other throughout the yca-rs '. Howcver,

an accurate computation oi tt 
"i" 

respective attcndance shol,rs that l,{orri s made

5 grades in ? years (1110 school days), rvhilc Arttrur n:de his ! grades in B

y"!r" trrS5 scLoot days). (izl - 't*"'itorris quit school- in 19L9r he rvas about
'tocomprete grrdc 7 i" t i"iir of 1239 schooi days, having 'uj ssdrd,l?i-r schoor

days, vrhile his classrnatJ i"ti 
"" 

rr.a misscc 6g deys'on1y in about the sa"ne cays

of attcndacc.

Mrss ingschoo lhadbccn fe ta l - t oG 'o rgc I / ITL0CK 'e lde rb ro the roJ r r r t hu r '
George made ? grades in 9 yiars, having repeated gracte s one and tv'ro' He quit

school in gtrade 9, after ainost 1l yeais oi school attendance ' having nj-ssed

fti-;;-t; nticn days as his younger urcther' - The same remarks apply to Bruna

iintnsior'1. stre maae 5 gradl s ii 10 years, havihg repeated ivrice grades one and

i"ut. 
-ift" 

girl missed rnore school- days than 'uhe 3 boys together'

PARTIAL FAfLURX: r\JtlO IS T0 BE BLAI{ED ?
.tc.)f xJf J6F)eFxJtj( J9e(.J(J$.)tllri-x4aeiie$'.)iJoiici )$nceegt

. These cornparative figures afford some

evidence that re guiar attendqnce and punctuality at school are irnportant factors

in the pupilr$ work a'r d for his progress in learnj-ng. Qualif-icat-ions ^of the

teacher und 
"l-.so"oor 

facil"ities arJ no substitutes for the little efforts of

ttre pupll-s and his repeated absences at school. The criticisms raised in those

years igainst the St. i,Iargaret rs School carinot be taken for grantedt wfless

eviOencJ is given that its alleged faal'res were due to the teachers and the

school arganizatton, not to i;he pupils themsel-ves and their parents'

NAT SYSTtrl{ OF EDUCATION IN THE MAiCNG IN OTTA'I{A.
*JiJr+i,)lxJnii(JelJ$A(-iiii-)eeiJi-)eeiieiJiJiiiieiin(ieii$l-ili:-)eii('t$'LHi-;3)si -lf'Iith the dePariure od Sister

SARASIN in .the summer l-9lr?, an erea of educationa'l' pioneering had. come to an end'

The frane,rork of a nevr sysie,n of educati-on for bhe iuackenzie was in t'he naking

in otta.wa. Dr. A. \[OORE'" rnspuctor, J.tr{. tlictoNNoi{ anri R. A. H0E'I, Dir'ector of

the lnd ianA f fa i r sBranchpropounded 'ane t . ; ro rko fneu t ra l schoo lsbe fo reaPar -
i|f,l';;|;ry 

-co,n 
itt u of tni clnnons a::d. senate (23). on certain natters, however,
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Dr l,xOOlx confessed that he had changed his rnielrs and.,,vent on saying: r...r donot think frcm the point.of 
.vieir of exposu.e to education, tne haylbhool isany better' than the Residential School-; 't - And he decl-areil f"rtfrui'r-",..I thcughtt'hat the privlrte school did not have a place in the school_ schelie" bui f nave

changed ny mind quite radically on bhat... you see the monopoly tiai- re state
has in caneda as.a l'hole, has his disadvantages too... r ttrint<'a bit of corn-
petition is not a bad thing in school affalri...rr (21,). - Inspector McIfiNNON
nas also cautlnus i,rhen the nattcr of rcfigious instr-uctj_on in thc curricuk:rn
ruas raised befbre the cor.mit';ee " I{e sai-cl: r...rt would rather be a bit of irony
after the Churchud.. have done so :nuch ure111, gretuitorrsly nost Of the ti.ne, for
us rrho have neglected thc problen so long, to nov,r tell them they have taunht
too mbch rcl ig ion. " , , '  (25).  f  b vrcs -Lf+" Lo the autoct.at ic Di-recior of  the fn-
dian Affiiirs Branch tc dlctat:: "It 1s incunbent upon the Department iro sea that
instruction oLhcr lharr reli3ions is rceder'-lc .rnd nlutral.r -And furthcr he
mled boldly that: rr'iheic a Cstholic is in charge, it is designated a Catholic
ichoof... il! jusN nrenns thet the teacher is to be of the same religious faith
rs thc n:jo:':w"" (26) - 1'.r': ,rj -.:rs Lxpresscd by thosc Officials concurred with
those of a pcrLion of t.hc population bf Si:npson, After their i:npJ-cnentation
at Hay Rivcre those rrierris beg, n to naterialize on this Island lvhen a snall
group of Fro:usLrnts discfoj.ct I pro;ccb of establ-ishment of a neutrcl school_.

lfe a nwhile Sistcr C" CARON hed comc to rcp]-acc Sister SARASTN at the St. I{argare.it
School. I\rel.ic pupils snrol.l-cd in Scptcnber, and ! others registercd laier on.

D@ARTIIEMI IL/iPP.OVES THE SCHOOI PROGRU\.I.
Ji-rii$iti-)ije€nijF)eeijij:Ji"t.lt3):jeeH:):jlja,.,,-t*r,-,*t,rt,-,*, 

, _.._^-._ -.A gror,ring intcrest in the school- progran
rmc chnrrm hrr ir.. r 'r,..r*q:nt thcn, Audio-visuaf equipment and other school ma-
terials ',,rerc provi,<1.;,d. Si,stcr CARO|I rcccive d a copy- of the book #Your food and
u6ar+r . r r  iF  ^^ r . . .  -  ^^ - i ,  s  o r '  r1 , l i ^  - r j s r .T r ,s .  - rnd  she was adv- ised  tha t  two
films cor-rid be borrowed rnonthi4l .:nd',nrou1d bc sent free by the Deparbncnt. (27)
fn 191+Br chr.r';s -.nl cr.-rds, ehcilisitT (,quiprrunt, rnd r sl-ide projector rve re f or-
vrrarde d to thc St. flarg:Iret?s Scnoolo (23) - ]-n rtug-lst, thc (bvernarent of t]re
)tr.!tl.?. forvr.arilcd +,o the tcnchur a tiaily Rcglster publishcd ty the Alberta.
Departncnt of ECucabrcn. Thi, cirrlge j.nelicrted r trend tovrards the centralization
of school organizai-,ion uhdcr thc :uthority of +,,hc Nortlrcrn Adndnj-stration.
Tn  fo rw r rd i  t - r p  i h .  R , ' . l r t  r '  ' nmmi  ' c i ^ r , : '  cTRqnx f  -  

"  
' " - - ;  a  t en -,  u r x , ! : ! . v u ! \ ' r - L -  r r - ! ! J v : ! ,  1 1 . J ! . ,  I l u t L L l  U r r - l . u  I r J  l r v < J .

porary cxpcdicnt., lrogran c;f str1tcs, . nrol-lncnll forms and quarte rly school
- .  s .  . ' t  c ^  -  - h +  F - .  i - 1 -  :  . - ^  - + *  n +  |  2 9 )

CONFUSION AF"OUi,i Tiin;t. i,[Jtcll.A.qt I S SCHOOL.
j9eeiJeeeH(-)t';ei-r,Jijij-^ii: )i.t ji-) iiltii.), ,jir(jijljiii-)ijei )a;,,i;iieei

Sonc conf:i.sion rcrnline d, horvcvcr,
rcl-ativa i:hc f,,rnc'Li on of thr Si " liarget c b : s School in thc conununity" The Chief
Educat ion Dir , -s j . .  r . i  i l  r , . r l i r r  ' f f r r -e  n1.a. . l^  f i r .  P.  PHU,AN, obscrvcd in
q . h + -  h h - . r  l a l , a  r - 1 . - +  1 i--rt;r PEDNaIIT,Te thc ncvi teacher, lvas classified as al fn
dian Dry T.achcr " .ind :ho::t1;r -rfc,:rr bhc Superintcndent of Educ:rtlon of that
Branch, X{r" B.NEARI, inforrncC h,r of tir<. nonth}y sal,i.ry set et $ 186'00. (30)
Crn thc othcr iiaid" frrsp"cior i.,lcl(Irfl\Ioi.l inforncd Sistcr: pEDNAULT in De ccmbo].
that Eesic Rc:ricr j for grrd,s l, 2, rnC 3..n1 th;'r.ri:rual ;chool supplics order
shoul-d be scni; rrc his officc, (31-)
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T?uer' the teacher of the St. trfargaietrs ScHool was the least concerned
about the juriscliction of bhe respective Departments over her SchooL organi-
zation, as long as she could be prorrided with the necessary c]-assroom supplies
and equipnent for her work and that of her pupils. the new Superior, Father V.
PHfLIPPE, had observed vrith interest ho"rever, the evofution taking place in the
educatlon field. The Catholic popllation nunbered .[/!, r'thile Protestants to-
talled l!0. T\,rp chifdren of the latter grouir registered at the Cdtholic school-
in Seplernber 19L9, uhile the others took private instruction rather than attend
Lhe St. l,{argaret r s Schbol. At bhe opening2 2l had enro}led, although.llr only
continued. for the naih pait of the school year. Sister PEDMIILT had ! years of
exporbnce in India:: schoolsl 6 and a half years of teaching in provinclal schods
and sone time spent in teaching anatorny and phosiologr in a Nursing Hospital.
She was to be the first actor and observer in the irri-tiaf crisis that struck the
cathol-ic school- i-n itssorgani'zaiion ancl progran' And it was the functio. of

Fathe r PT LIPPE to insure .:rnd protect the ri-ghts of catholic education in the

corarurdty.

OPEhIING OF TI{E NEW NEUTRA], SCHOOL.
)*'rti*ree{jee'!)€F}ua.. i-)e€€iji-)seF)ri.eeni_,+1j-lon 

ociober flth of that year r9l$ t 6 cathoiic

chifdren -rcgistered at the ner/,I neutraf school at iLs^ opening in the former CREEI S

store. Uh. i. SLE[],6 w*s the teacher ancl had a totaf attendarce of 30 pupils.

u"a"r-r.i"-l"rd;;"ilpr'extra_curricu_l-ar :cti'ities, such as ̂ dances, scout and

guide gatherings caught the 3ttention of a largc portion'of the,population' 'And

irorn tien on, rnee tings ltere held in the interest of educb'tion' Soon the rirain

iopi" iai"uOly the iuiLi-ence predon-inantly protestant v-{as; rrThere shoul-d be

onl-y one gchoo1 in tovm.'t (32 )
' f d t he rP  

L IPPEr ' supe r i o ro f t he l l i s s i on randh i sass i s tan t ;Fa t l e r J ' l { '
T,126 had then be gun tne f'unication of a bul-leiln c:l-l-ed 'ICONFT,UFJTIT lilHISPERsn '

ffie];;;-no *"niiot of i;he activities goi-ng on anong the prornotors.. of the

lone school-1 in j:he settlement. The Decembci issue of the lrlilhispergrt 'was also

silent, except mentioning thu v-isi'b.of. Ith€ school Inspector MCnNNON' fl:e 3rd'

issue of the Bul-fetih irr-l,tarctr noted the burning dovln of the'tenporary loca1

of the neutral- school on Febluary 13. The project of rcconstrrrcti-ng a new buil"-

dj.ng pronrptecl their soppoiiers tL rallry ttre Citnotic popul-ation in favour of a

large rtone schoolll for thc Conrnudty' ihen as v"e have ril-tted in the *irst

il#;"";;d;^-Zi, "'r"-pr"io, 
oi tt""sn"red Hearb iiCssion observed an uneasiness

*"ile- r'pitiion of t'ti" ftock . ( 33 )

ATTACK ON TI{E PRTNCTPLES AND PFACTTCES OF CA THOLIC EDUCANON.
{r(teeeeii{lS(J(-*Jeet-)|)$eelJg)€Siiiii)(-ii')1-)iie1+iJh\tjiJiii-)tiiji 

jii$iJHHi-;eii9eFxJnt-)ni^D*rH;t 

the OUtSet Of

ule ens[ing struggle for'the neintenance of the catholi.c schoo] on the one hand

and for iti annigr:lation in the one neutral school on the other hirnd, confusion

may easily creep in the niind of thc uninfornted reader' Tnre t ther€ was- need in

thl Cornm,rrity for a school acceptable to the Protestant conscj-ence. their pro-

,ootot" .,,uur* justified in iaking- thc necess3ry mems for its establishnent' The

Catholic authorities might havJ becn prepard to suppout them' In e11..farrness'

;;;;;;, ihe tftestant iop"i.t:.o" couia not require- nor force the Caihol-ic au-

tiroriti.a and their ffoct to absrclon theirovm school systernl thc on\r accep-
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table to their right conscience. The Ftrong reaction of Eather pHILIppE against
the neutral school system prornpted by a portion of the population srrarr ueyieued in this light and not consldered as an attack against the typ€ of educu_
.tion wanted by protestants for their owh chi.ldr-en. wtiiunderstanding and con-

f\rsion were not raised by the Mission that struggled to maintain thJ long es-
tablished catholic education for cathol-ic children, but by the smalr group of
persons who lacked respect for othersr rights and ninded others r business- to
achieve their orm interests.

T z k i r l a  f n y '  c r t . r r + a . l  + . h a  < i h . o F i + . .  ^ f  + h . +  .sna1l group, the writer cannot
hide the fact that the project of ilosing down the St. Margaret r s Schooi lo
absorbe the whole Catholic school popul_ation in a singLe neutral school, rvas
an attack on the traditional prl-nciples and practices of the Catholic Chulch
il educational n,.lttei's. Thus, a war lras initiated ard waged in the Connlrnity
around the St l,4argaret t s School; and for a decade it rvas to develop frictions
and d:issentions that have not been heafed as yet. Our readers are then cautioned
to r€serve theix j udgnont on the events and persilns involved in the history
of local- education i-n the course of the next l0 years.

CRTSTS STRIKES THE CATHOI,IC SCHOOL.
*iHi. i#ra(+iieF)3iie(iSiiQp*ree liiSeiie(-)e$ee1Ji)(-)i

was to take part in the drive ,", ,ff""iil i:*fr,,05;T"S"rf;i:3::t^Y "m'of Fort Nonnan, 1[r. i,.C. HUNTEIi, paid a v-isit to the tuti-bsi on on lhrvh 21fth, I95O.
In the course of another v-isit in October, he indicated to Sister PIDNAUIT
that his Deparbent lras responsibf. for the education of her non-trealg pupils.
Follov,ring a uisit of the acting Inspector BAILEY, a Home ard School Association
was fomed in the SettJ-emen+,;md on October 15th elected its e:cecutive: juir. P.
KELLI of the R. C.S.C. vre.s chosen as president and Cpl. S. BYm, of the R.C.I.P.
as Se cre tary-Trea sure r. Both i'rere mcnbers of the Cathol-ic Chrrch. Father PHl*
lippe gave a conditional support to the novernent, trin an effosb to'"'rork together
and improve relations betvreen al-l- concerned...for the benefii of the r.rrhol-e of
Simpson.tr (3L) - fire nevr school Inspector, lir. H.R"LOW, visited Slrnpson on Nov.
l-2th and the henly constructed neutral school reopened on the 24th. The Pastor
of souls worried then becausc a number of Catholic chil-dren discontinued at
the St. i{argaret t s Schoof to registcr at tlie other. I?rey had taken occasion of
the illness of Sister PDNAULT who l',ent to Edmonton for nedLcal attention.
tr{eanwhile Sister GRIGOInE took her place teachi-ng to the renaining B pupils.
But at nid-Decenber, the St. I{argaret I s Sehool was cloded down. The Superior
nemained silent on the affair in the lecenber issue of the rtConfluent l{trispers'r.
In January L95b :rJ-.l, Catholic chil-dren attended the neutral school. Then Father
PI{LIPPE commented: rr. . .eff orts are r1fle to get a teacher for the pri.:nary grades rr
(35) - Arrangements have been rna de ll-ith the consent of thc parents to conti^nue
the teaching of religious instruction to their children. There lvere then 16
Cathotic children out of : total of 32 u:rdcr the dlrection of }ff. BLEIIERe ral-
ging frbm grade I to B lnctusivefy. - T.hc Home and S@hool- Association met on
January 29Lt't to discuss thc hevr situation, as lre have related in the first
chapter. (36) t,,n:.fe the project of a second cl-assroon and teacher for the pri-
rnry grade s submittcd to ilhc Gove rn'ncnt r.'ras rnet r',rith difflculties, Sistcr PED
NAULT r€turned from Ed.nonton to hcr functions. And on Aprll- Zndt 13 ctt-ildren
r"e turned to the St. I\rb.rgarct I s School. Qy that ti:rre, thc Superior of the l,tission
hed decried the reutral school- system vdrich, he sa:id, could noi be satisfactory
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to both Catholic percnts :nd th;ir chil-drcn, lCding that it wilf cuer bii mor€
or l-ess ngodlcssrr. lhis calling stirred up thc supporbers of the ncutral school.
At t'he mecting of the Homc and School- Association on April 9thr the Rcv. Irir.
Co0Kr Anglican llirister, rlFss CRj,I G and CREE voiccd thcir protest egainst such
an appcllation by f'ather Pltrl,fPPE. (38) ffre Superior e4plained a-fderwards that
in uling the .vrord rrgodlessrt, he spokc of a world-ruide problem anC e:cposed the
teaching of the church on the rn:rtte r. (39) - At school the pupils busied with

their work, being gled to bc rrba.ck honert: fu spite of a shortage of nateriel-.

the pubtic school- tcachcr, s:tici Sister PEIMULT, hes taken nostlJ l1I rry books

and penciJ.s while I rras :bsent. (LtO)

ttlflE SHALI, I.trND OUR Ol''/N BUSII'IESS, AND i,VE SHALtr ]!tri\ID IT. X

-)c(JHAAii#S+)e$i-)eeFicH;JiJiriJo'')F)e.L)tlF)F)ee€e|?€He"iiei-)i*)tl)€i-i"j$ai)l-Jts)('JHAt
Decidedly, the tvro schools

h:.d become stiff cornpctitors, if not rivals, in a zacc for the educction of a

handful of Catholic chlldrl:n. At the openlng of the school year in September !1'
both institutions registered l! pupils respectively. Since a numbe_r_of. Cathofic

children attended the neutral school, the superior, Father DE ALAIIDD thought

advisible to give them rel-igious ins'Lruction- towarils the end of the school day.

He saidr however, it was cnly a ternporary expedi-ent' (Ld-) Folloluing consultation

*itfr f.i5 f1ock, itre pastor aiopted iho policy that hencefdrrth fte Catholic school

pt"Uf"r. shoufi rc dealt vrith 
"bot 

*en Citnolics oLly. f\lrthere. the. attitude of

non-interference .rrith the school problens of others vras deerned to be one of pn:-

dence in the present conditions. His advice to al-l conceraled was: tlfe sha]-I nind

our ovrn business, and rlre shall nind it.'r

PROI,IFTC PERTOD OF COGT TATTOI{S'
).*$He*H("l.-x-'gee(JijH(+.,"-,eHF)n:i3)1i:-)**"-t'ra 

is interesting to obsewe at t'.is ti-ue the

rrarious and oppooing projects thrt haur:Led the rnind.of . a porti-on, of the.local-

populatioir in' ihrbse 
-y"oi. 

rn f9LB, t'herc was a project of a State-omed and

ipi".i"a day school td 'rndenoninational character. In 191i9, the prcject lras

a;lrended to ibsorb in it ttre St,. llargaret t s School, .'d the erection of a second

classroon for the primar;r grades. tn \95A, the Hone and Scbool Cormittee pxo-

posed the establisi:nent of a, s'rall hostel to acconodate the out-of-tovm childro.

it thu uorn tiroe, it .r,vas suggeste<l that a resj-dential school be established in

the settlenent uhder tne aus'ficcs of the Ronan Catholic iihssion for the educa-

tion of all cathol-ic chifdren of the District between Fort Nor$€ln and lrovidenee

;;;ir;i""it. (U1 - By that ti:ne, carne up also thc proiect ori.a ogy school at

.1" arr-l*ri"-ei* 
". 

tll) - A proieclr of a kindergarten cl-ass 'nder the auspices

of -,he Gove rnmcnt l<cpt the atGnbion of the llorne and School Association. ( lrlr)

ntiy"." :-igi tes undoubtedl-y a prolific period of cogitiitlons in the high

circtls of the tov/n. After th"ree ycars of ihat sort of plaruri:rg, the projects.
'were shel-ved for a i|,hlle, ancl the people of sirnpson fac-ed the safie grj'n rsa'l'i ly

of two cotpetitive schoois striwing i;o cducate their respective chargcs'

ifLItMNGS AND RFLICJOUS SAi{CTIOIIS.
*)t**J6eeeseeed*)F)o(*e.,3tie'$e***"*uo'n"t 

'I*JILANDE kept a close eye on the situ-

ation, and in spite oll occasional disappointr'rents due to the teacherls illness'

n"-"tit.a in Felruary :-:sii tin"t the St: I'rbrg3ret I s Schoof was doing ttgood rruorkrr.

(Lr5) ne sensed howeve", ittoJ a largc portion of his flock had not grasped trhe
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tn:e character or'a catholic school. fn their confused n:-ind, the imparting ofreLig-ious instruction meant 'rcathdLic education'r. rn one or'nis sun'aay seflnons,
the priest propouaded the true character of catholic education, and h6 erptained
the purpose and the function of a catholic school, narneiy, the iflparting tr 

"""rr-lar learning permeated with a christian spirit;'liris int iccorciance with the
traditional principles and practj.ces of tha cathotic church. At the sane ti]ne
he rem:inded the parents that their childrE n }_:ad no need of ttle reli&ious instruc-
tion and serrrices provided by the non-Catholic Suxday schools sj.nce both werc
available at the St. I{argaret t s School and Sacred Heart Church. (l+6)

Yet, his instructions both privately and in public fail-ed to prod.uce con-
vj.ctions in the mind of a large portion of the Catholic population. Thenr the
Pastor had no other alternative than to pronounce unvrorlhy of the Sacra,nents
those parents who persisted in placing there chil-dren in a school- other tha.n that
of their olm rcligious faibh. therefore, in September of that year 1912, Lhe
Superior infolmed the indiridual parents of the sanctlons of the Church against
those who defied openly her lafis in placing their orn children in g schoof other
then that of tl]eir religious faith. Four parents of tcn children ca,me under the
sancti"ons. One parent only transferrod their tl'ro chJ-Idren to the St. I\,{argaret I s
Schoofr while the three others pcrsisted in tleir decision. The enroLlment at
the Catholic School was 1[ pupils in Ouiober, ranging from grade I to B inclusi-
rrely. It is sigrificant that the Protestant teacher of the neut"al schoolr liir.
D"B" I-OnDr raisod his voice in defence of thc disobedient Catholic parents and
indulged i.n a condennation of the Cathofic authorities rel-ative to the conferring
of the Sacramenls. (L7) - Neverthelcss, the opposi-tion to the St. ivi:,rgaret t s
School rE ceded for a r,,,,hilc, and the lillssi.on personne 1 ce ntcred the:ir e re to th e
edr:cational pr"r-rcss of thu pupils zurcl tira 0,. ri:I i-tnJrrorrcncnt of thc buildi-ng.

EDUCATIOTAI PROGnESS AND I,IATERIAI MROVS@NT.
.te$lx-)e(-)(-?Yi(tt.)ttfi{-)3iJr+n^t)SiliJliae$t(ii'l-ii-Fieile3/iiee,,."$eii$f.,i-)gi

An increasc in the teacherrs salazy
and the payrTpnt of a $ 200 Goverrment, grant per ycar made possible the noderni-
zation of the interior of the school and the enrargercnt od its facilities. A
cloak room ald a porch were addDd, rtiil-e a hand:icraft room r{as built at the uboer
floor. Sister PEDIVALIT, a professional r'usician playing piano, the qio]_j.11 :urd 

-

gtitar; was then giving fo rnal piano lcssons to four youngsters, in cddition io
the rcgul-ar classes in nusic ans singlr:g to thc vrhole group. frrcouragements lvas
not wanting to the teacher aJ}d pupils, Tn Septenber, they came fron the ne$ Sup-
erjntendent of schools, L'tr. J"v. JACOBSOjV. In narch 1953, Cp1,. S. Bm nnd Mr.
J. GTT,BEY brought their as they delivered tal-ks to lhe cl-ass. Occasional visitors
v&ced their appreciation for the worll done in thab deserv-ing j-nsti+"ution.
A 16 rm Filmoscrurd Projcctor and a tapc r'ccorder acqui-rcd by Fathc r IJE pr"ornidcd
the schoo] wiih varied ente.rtainmcnts lnd .extra-curricul-er acti\rities. Silent
filns ard film strips supplied by thc Dcpartacnt of education brought to tho
class additional neans of cducetion. Thus it may rightly be said that the center
of Oathofic clucrtion vres cllscherging its pri-'nf,ry rnd esscntiel rcsponsability.
A si gn of his succcss m"1y be sccn in the uxanple of'Jj-rcqy WLLXNEIT\rE who passed
very well a gradc-B test in Junc 1951. Thc boy ms adrnitte d at St. Thonas Cof-
Iege in Bettleford in Septrrnbcr anc. made grrde 9 thero.
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SISTmS WITHDRAII, l,A.Y T]IACHER SUCCIEDS.
J$(iHirtxJs(-JiJi-)(Jt)ei-x-)1-)(i(-):)ii:-)(J(+ei')e(i3}i.)ei*-)ir,{.Ji)iiitei

. The school- ye-ar 1952-53 brought the end
of teachi:rg for Sister PlDl{AiIl,T. And she was the last Gr€y lfr:n to teach at the
Str Idargaret r s School. ltre authori.Lies of the Grey ltuns deen€.d it ttunely to iLi.s-
continue the function, 'and to give Catholic lay teachers a:r opporbunily.of meeting
on equal- standing lay teachers of tire otlre r schodl, in the social 1i-fe of the con-
nunity. Perhaps unfair critica$m against the Catholic School that' refl-ected on
the abilities of +.he teaching Sisters nay have conviced ihe Church auihorities to
accept the decision" The firsi lri ctjm of the cha.rrge was an Dlgl-ish ruur -'dro arrived
here i.:r Sbptenber 1953. A lrcfessionaf educator with some 2Lr years of teacllirg
e:qperience, ifr. r. Fel lo",ves tooi< his. task to heart both j-n the class-roon ar:d j:r

erbra cr:rricular xcti'itaes. Rirsl .,r!.t\ 20 pq,ils and then ldth 1l+ ranglng frorn
grade one to B, the teacher was particularly exactin3 iD fulfi 1ling the daily 1
iche&rle. h.is ambitrori 1n the second part oi tlLe year had been to prepare a selec-

tlve group of lds r:upils for a iladio progran over one od the CBC stations of
uanada. D:e to sone d:iii:iculties, the pioject did not materialj' ze.

IIAD\TISORY SCHOOL BOAR]]I! PROI.{OTiS CAT]IO],IC EIUCATIOU.
.)ei-)ir.{Jl.)e:j(-)i-i(-J{ii-)n^(J,!)Sl-)i )t)3)iilili.'j{; i'ii?i-)(-):; ii-liits)i€;ri€i-)€r:i)iji)iii-;iJuilf

Irtn. FELLOTTIIS took.a:r activc part in thL rneetings ol a group of .catho'ljc pal€nts
on the Catholic sihoof probl'erns. Tlre group had been organ:ized in 6ctober unde l

the name of nAdvisory schbol- Boardrr with the speciflc purpose of affording the
parents ancl thc teacher .,:r opporiunib,' r'o confcr on tlie problelns of t'heir chil-

;;;;: 
-Th"'%d" 

"" 
ououra at the- same ti:re 'oe que'rified representatir"es of the catho-

lic corrrnru:ity in educaLionaf rnatters. And the 'rAdvisory school_ Boardtr t'{as soon

called to prtbct and pronote the interests of the Catholic school on tJrc fsland.
^ r1n+d nellosnecti ve e,lance at the l-ocaf actiyities in educational natters for

ifre pa"t ! yeais shorvs a concertcd action in two oppositp directions taken by t'he

tvio'groups 
-jmbueC',ntn 

tr','o fliffcrr:nt 1-rhllosophies of education' Ttre one hel-d for

a secular education inspired i'ti$ll -bhe Clrristien spirit, ';rhile the other vranted it-

divorced fron denonrinational- frith a1d practice '

THf, PROBLI,M OF TH: 'IOUT OF TOi',T{'I ,].{]I!iI.E1].
+eee"ieili-)3)(t(j{iii-^ei-)(Jl-)i-)(Jili-)ts)(iiieriril-iii )iJriii{-)eiii-,$i-;-il-i:

*our.d have revealed sone or +.he schoor *"fr*flf,f;r3; fff f;35;; ffi":iti"l#:
'ras to take ur:der consi clera.t-ion. Those probtc,ns cxtende rl bcyond the lj,rr:its of the
Island. Fort Sinpson hr.d then so:n: 2! childran at the Fort Providence RBsidential
School that h:d a n,:rxinun capacilr oi lf 0 boarders . r\ compl-ai'nt r.ras nade then by
the Indian Agent of .r_ctlowknifc, l,lr. ].JRI,i[JY, that Fort si:irpson.fas ur:.fair in sen-
ding.so nar4r children to lhc hoardi.ng school. (LB) f'fu"b,ner the Residdntlal School
authorities indicated that pr_'r-ority ai thr:j_r school shoul-i be. given ao the chil--
drcn od Sorb Proviclcncc ov'r thos. of oth.r ScLtl-cncnbs. And a mr.:ci.m:n of !!
boarders was set 1br aCn:-lttrnue oi ihe l-atter group. yct there were !25 children
outsice providcncc in necd o{' school facilities bcbausc their parents lived in
scatter.ed carilps. ?he projecb cf :l Hostcl at Fort ltron'0an subrlitted' to the Govern-
nent in 1951 irad bccr abandonneC, l,vhile thc r-relr. day s chools at I'ort Norrn*.Ln and

Iort Flanklin coulcl not fill- the nccd. of their scattered school population. the
idea of a boarding school- in this tovm liadc its vral. again i.rr this fa,tl 1953. Ot:
the other hand, i,lt. Rcv. J.lvi. TRO0BLIIER rvas then naking plans f9r tlrc cnl-algement,

of tlc Forb Provid.ncc Rcsiclcntial School- .for thr acconodstion of all boarders
from tho. surrounding district. ([9)



- l?l t  -

BOARDIIVG SCHOOJ, FACILTTIES NEQU]RED AT FORT SII{PSON.
J$j{-J(-ln"Pl-}:ieeiJ-^e(-ii-)3i-):-)ai(.;€el-iiJi-Ji-)e,!)li€i-)i-)i,)tJ:.)iiliiio^€:)eitt)1_)i_)ii{,ii;eJiJ?

the menbers of rhe ,'Adr,csoq. school 3.ard.,t studie. tf: s;il.T::tilt;1.;i:ltt5'-
the inter€sts of the Fort simpson cathiirr-ic school population. By tyrat i:ne trrequestlon was raised as to whether the Fort rrov-idenc6 Re sid€nti;l- school- should
be enlarged or a new boardlng school should be buil_t on this Isfand. The Vicar
Apostol-ic deferred his deelsion on those probfens pending further stufu of it.

Meanwhife the re-organized r)epartment of Northern Affairs *as girring an
impetus;to education in the Northlvest rerritories, and pressed for the sol_ution
of. the probfen of school fac- i f i f ies - in the distr" i  ̂ + ^r  <i---^-  rh r-+-rcruL, o.r. )!rr4)son. In IaEI sulmer
1954, i"he Miaister of Northern Aff:r:!rs, I{r. J. LESAGE, subriritte d general plans
which included one for the erectlon of Hostels at Fort sinpson. (50) -.Al_most at
the saine time, a pctition by thc Iocal calhofic population was made to the llials-
ter responslble for Indian Affairs, liir. J. PICKERSGfLL, rcqesting nore boarfling
facilities for the chil-dreh of thc surrornding arca. The Cathol-ic population of
Fort liard and {riglcy supporbi d thun thc rcqu,st a:rd approval cane lron Fort
Prov-idence in favour of boardlng facll-ii:ii s at Fort Simpson. (il) But soon much
confusion surrounded the projcct aird opunc.d thc uray to mul.tiple spoculations a:rd
plans that set on their toos thc l-ading porl-on of thc popufation. The rrAdvisory
School Boardrt vras Jrclt inforn.d of ',,1i. dtvrl-opm,nts and initiati-d thcn a long and
stca$r corrcspondanc" vrith thc authoritics of boch thc Gove rmcnt and the Church
in vicw of cfarifying th'. proj, cl as lvuff as ofl glv-ing guidancc to thu l-ocal Cath-
-r;^ -^-"1 ^+r ̂ - oni-r'j^1 nf hh.,. For*, providun@u R,sidcntial- School autho-
rities, the ncw boarding facifitics 1t Fort Simpson lvould not be availablc for
chifdrcn of Provid(ncc. Th- rri.vr ires shar,d b1. thc p,titioncrs for mon bocrdlng
school- facilities. fn his address at thc Ottawa Univcrsity on Decenbor 12 of that
year !95L, thc i,,i lnistcr J. LESAGE gavc no prccision on ttre school project at largc.
(52) - In Novenber tht- Protcstant population of thc Settl-ement e4presscd their
choice for undcnominational boarding school facilitics or,rrned and opt:rated by thu
Gorre rnment. (53) - on thi: othor hand, tho Govornetment plans r,Te re cloar on three
main points, as it was l"arn.d fron officiaf sources : 1) Thc crcct1on of a Cath-
ollc Hostc--'. undcr Grtholic :.uspic.s :n4 th; c]osing th,lrLof of thr Fort Provid'ncc
Residential School. 2) Anoth' r point'i:.s Lh- urlction of day classroorirs in two
u:i-ngs for thc cducation of Catholics and Protestants s.parately. 3) ,r'rrd the thlrd
point detendned thc rcsponeabilitie s of a principal and vice-principal over the
organization and discipline of thcir rrcspectivc vrrings, or sectlons of the Fedcral
Day School. (5L)

At first Bishop TROCELLIER rcjectcd thc idea of cl-osing do',r"n the Forb
Prorridcncc Rcsldunti:r1 Schoor. .rft;rvrrros, h- consjdcred it s, riously :nd fin:I1y
gave his epproval to it. Yetr His lordship .,^ras afraid of ihe deal, suspecting

^hedow. - Curious ruadcrs mav findr r r 6 r r u  u s  6 r v  !  i 5  u P

in thc refcrences further details of historv relativc to the Governmcnt school
proJccr.  ())  i

ACCO}iODATION FOR THE TNCREASING ]IAY SEHOOL POPULATIOI{.
*Jli(J€g-)iJei+;HeeS.9SlifiH:)(iiJiiai(t(--i3li:)1-)e$i)ei-){iriii3)ii;3)ea-)iii-)Hi;r'?ei)rii-)i

iVhile plans for more boarding
school facilitics haunte d and confuscd thc ninds of the l-ocal population, ot):er
plans nere in the working by thc Dcparbrncnt of Northern +ffairs to acconodate thc
increasing day school population in thc scttlemcnt. In thu fa1I I95L, 1.,ne St. IIar-
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gar€tls school authbriti;s rcqrrcsbod thc Govcrnmcnt bo grant fi nancial assistanco
for the enlargeinent :iid i-nprovemcnt of thc building. (56) ,y1th bnrl aflbor thc ad-
v-icos of thc rrAd\risory School Boerdrt; thij viervs of the Catholic population wcrc
sought on the projcct of erection of a second cl-assroorn to meet ihe educational-
need of the increasing local Catholic school children. A reply to the request in-
d:icated that additional facilitied at tr'ort Simpson would be provided dur:ing the
coning fiscal year. (57) dnd in ;:ipril 1955, The project was announeeC for ihe ..

fi:":ffiffi :i ;il:-#:Hll]::;r"':Ji:,ffi:#: 533::r*iTdil"i*,%ff t"ffi#ii
was the teacher at the'Cathdfic School. Tirenty two irupils wei6 in aite-ndancJ anrf 

-

an increase of sorne five pujrils r,,ras foreseen for the next school year.

fhe new one-roon adctition rzas not rca{r for occupation at the opening i::
Septenber. Then, l,{R. GAJ,LAI.IT and his 26 pupils continued to occupy the St. llar-
garetts School. Meanwhil-e, controversied aroused about the jurisdlction of the
teacher Ur. Gnllt-t'lT over the organization and adninistration of his class. Since
April of that I'e61, 1!{r. BLEILER had been appointed principal-.of the Federal ilay
School- and he apparently clained rride polvers over the educational- set-up in the
whole area. Then, the rtAdvisoiy School Boardrr requested cfarj-fication fr$n the
Corrnis sionanT ho replied shortfy after. (!!)

?ARBNT TEACHER ASSOC]ATIOi{.
)g)exJeii,-)iiiilii tr)$i-)riHiJS)(-)eiiSiJi-i${-x-x-

Earl.r in lL.- year, the gr.oup of Cathol-ics acting as
an rrAdvisory School Foardrr haC taken thc decision that a rrParEnt-Tbacher Associa-
tionrr foryned of Catholics lvould serwe better the purtr'ose of the l-ocal- Cathblic
education. Since its first org:.rr-lzation in LilJ9, Lhe-rrHome and School- Associationrr
although opened to afl people of th- Settlement, was donir:ated by ?rotbstant i-n-
fluences and 'ras instnxnent."tl in al-f projects to close dovl"n the St. l'/brgaretfs
School,. The j-dea of iornin$ a rtParent-TcLche r Associationrr care in lliay from the
Comnissioner, llrr. G. ROBERTS0N r.,rho v!'t'ote : rr . . .I thi-nk it ndght be very helpfu]-
if you i,vould givc sone conrideraL.ion to forming l sj.nifar associrtion irnong the
Ronan Cathotic patents at Fort SirTrpson.rr (60) - The first Chajman of the new As-
sociation was lvir. Fted. SIBBESTOI'J arid l,[Ts. R. CHENIm, Vie-Charman' /rhile Rev.
Father LESAGE rvas to act as Secretary, and Cpl S. BYER as Treasur€r. iev. Fathdr'
G. LA\rloLEf,TE, Superintendent of the Oblate Conmission at Ottawa, was a Euest
at a rneeting held on .Tune 27, 1955. ue del-ivered an address on school problems
and Cathol-ic Schools natters. At r gen.r'al nL'eting held on August 7th, 6p1. S.
BYER enterbaincd the .nccting rvr'"h rn ':.ddress on rtRe sponss,bilitic s 3nd Discipl-lne'I
as factors of success in life. At subsequent m{:etings, J-t was agreed that Teacher-
Aide lvoul-d be empJ-oye d ilo relieve ivir. GALLAIn of some of the non'professional
tasks in and out of the cfassroom, :u.rd that the officia]- opening of the new cath-
olic Section of the Ieder.I Day School woul-d be held on Jantsaty 5.

OPENING OF THE CATHOL]C SECTION OT THE FEDF,RA], DAI SCHOOL.
tiji-FxJi+)i;ei.iHriiJr;ii-)i)iji 1-ii-riJ-iJ.J;.j-j-iji-j;.+ir:-)r;rHi-;iii-;;:-,ni,i+-t.:)i.).-jJ"t,*ro 

a^a -* mn^+.i -a ^f +ho
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two assoc:baiions convene d on Decembcr 30 to organize the ce renony. Felri dal6 earlier
6hief GAZON r€ported on his last visit to Ottowa before a pacl(ed crowd that heard
hi:r urge every one +,o get .,:. better education. - We have relaied briefly on pcge Bf
t}lc ceremony that narked 3 ncrv ar€?. in Cathol-ic education on t'he fslaad. E<ccpt
for a ferry dap of confusion and nrsh, the transfc r of the pupils froro tlie ofd to
the new school has caused litti-e ch{lnge in the orgarrizat'ion and dJ. scipl!-ne of thc
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cl-assroom. But, the tcachcr lrtr. GAIJaNT remarkcd.: 'r... with nodsra facilitics no
now at our disposalr our r",rork is made easier:urd,the whole process of educati-ng
our children is simplificd to a certain extcnt. (62)

STITTSI'ACTTON 0F THE TEACHffi ANII HIS RPORT.
i9$aeeeeeset),1)iJiJ$3ee€itiJ$se(-xJi,)(i3eli(J$eetJa)3fi 3)F)1)t

Thc teachcpaide, i6r. c. SABOURIN,
i-nstructed thc boys J.n c.zzpenting in addition to supervlsing teaching at, ;hc ki.n-
tergarten class. and the closing of thc school- yesr was held on June 28th. rn
the words of the teacher, rrit rras the first successful_ completion of sl_asses
held in the new wing of lrhe lcderal Day School. [Ie have been most happgr in our
new quarters, a:rd '.rc hope that thc eff orts wc have made v,rill_ bear fntits. tt -
And when he vras about to l-eave Fort SjJpson, IIr. CTAL].ANT continu*: d: rrl vrish to
extend my sincere thanks to afl par€tts a.nd friends for the co-opcration and
interest they have shoun tovrards tl:e:iir schoof during thc past two years. I have
gr.eatly enjoyed my stay ',rrith you a:rd I rrill always c herish the memories of r5r
sejourn in Fort Sirnpson. To Father LESAGE, rnar\y thanks. I have gTeatly appreciated
your countfess cfforts and kind co-operation. Education of our youtir goes on in
constant progression and nelr and bitter citizens are tbe products of today t s
schroofs. Education as a means of carning a llving is essential; education as a
means to a better and fuller rnjoynent of life is also of pararnount importance.
But Christian =ducation is prj-.norLr.l1 for lh- forrnation of the perfcct rnan and
Christian... So no'l itrs Good-bye, good luck and srnooth sailing. it (61)

Honor rolf for the. school ycar 1955 - a956 |
Arithmctic: Gradc l-A: Ir.nc (Do]fy) SIBBESTON

Grade 19: Gilbe rt LAIFERTS
Grade 2: loris \ILLEI0UVE
Grad: J:  r 'Lndic SIBBESTON
Grade l+ i Luonard IILLENEIIIT'I
Grade 6 : lilicholas SIBBISTON
Grade B: {'illiara \rILLH'IEWE

Att€ndance: Rosie I{ARDISTY 2nd Nichol-as SIBBESTON
Good Condust: Gil-bert LAFFERTY and Betty BONNEI?OUGE
Religious lnstmction: Hlsir NORWEGIAII
F&ctual-ity; Frank lTIIni'lEil-fE a:rd Bertha SIBBESTON
Spelling: Moj-se ANTOINE (Grade 3)
Lenguage: 

',fil-1ianr \TILLE\EWE (cradc 7) - (6lr)

PARfiAI AN,I,\I, GA},{ATI Oi{ U}IACCEPTABLE.
;eeF)3.-)se€e{-){+(i3HeiJee3)e+-)eltlleiiei-)(JeiJei)i

Thc 1ocal Cathofic school age popuAation of
Fort Simpson -\'ras thcn 95 children, i.,,. fron 6 years incl,. to 15 incl-. ln en-
roll-ement of 26 was foroseen for thc Catholic section of thc schooL i:r Septer>
ber. In the course of thc su.mmt:r, information was givcn to the FarqnbTEacher
Association indicating that thc Govurr:ncnt would not approw of, nor pay fort
the sa1ary of a teacher-aidc in 'r,hat section ol thc school. 0rr the othcr hand,
a rumor had l-eaked frorn non-offici,xl sources intimating that a rrcombjlation of
subjectstt rrrroul-d be mede for thc pulils of higher grade s in both classrroorns. lJhen
inforrned of ttrc projcct, ttre cxecutlvc of thc Palent-Te&cho r Association stated
that it was rrracccptable. (6!) - E thnt ti-nc, thc nerv teacher of thc Cat'hol-ic
Section, l,tr. A PASKEI,L, had bcen r.urder nlsreprescntation thinking that the proi€ct



{ras the'poficy sat by the ltspartment and given overal-l- approval. trtrrther, the
new teacher of the Protestant Sectione X[T. J. ROBERTSON, had understood that ]LiJ
engagement allowed hj-m to assume teachi-ng to higher grade s pupiJ-s, urhile ldr. A.
PASKfiL woul-d teach the lower grades. (66) Both agreed however to mai-ntain the
I status quo l.

There wer€ enough indications, in n1y opinion, to believe that some noral
pressure had been nade by inferior officiafs of the Departrnent to absorb indirg
ectly and gradually into the neutral- school systen the pupils of the Catholic
Section of the Schoof. (6/) Evidence of such a pressure lras given at the N.!f.T.
cowroil rneetj-ng in Janualy of this :year 1956, iihen the Yelfovrlgrife member, l,ir.
J. PnRmR, denou]]ced the dual systen of educati-on at Fort Simpson, raised con-

siderabfe opposition to it, ancl branded the project' as tlevilrr. Corud.ssioner L.P.

NICI{OLSON oi- the Roya,f Canadian l,{ounte d Police, an appojntod menher of the Coun-

cil, also raised opposition to what hc called rtse gre gationtr. Another. n€imber, n{r.

l.i]C CrOOmf,f,, also'iroiced his opposition to trsegregationrl. Ho$tever, he accepted
ifre 

-prolect 
saying that he nras not satisfied but content. Xrir. NIC1{6LS6N agrced

to ii ai6erwar-d s, 
-because 

hc saj-d it r';as thc Governnent poficy. Aff other membcrss

of the courcil approve'i of thc plans undc r v'ray - for the dual- system of education

at the proposed L arged FL deral- Lr:y 9chool. (68)

PRESSURN AGAINST SEFAXATE CATTIOL]C EDUCAT]ON.
')+*ii-,-Ht*J(-;$eeei';iie(i$(iai)e)ii3eertsX-)iii-)"i(i(-):){-)en^iJ'li(Je.L)AQFX

by rl]e statc or school affairs at that t:.'o inrffi;rufffS:1;**"il:t#t.
Tire novement sct in motion by iti. i.. 1IIOORE for a nctvrork of neutral day schools
j-n the Lhckenzier ri.as rnalcing its hcadvray. onc had been opened at Forb Liard at
the bcgiruring of the school ycar, although a ycar carlier both lvliniste rs !€spon-
sibl_e ior tha affairs thoughi that the systcrn had dot prove d to bc satisfactory.
(6q) - 1tr,: pressurc for its ustabl-ishncnt found a spokcman j-n John PARKER who

propor:ndc d thc nced and bcncflts of a Day school at Forb l,iard, basing his ar-
-gmurts 

on falsc figure s. $riting in tha rrNcu's of thc Northtr, PI,RKER stated that
6wr 100 childron of schoof r.g, ;rcru vi Lhout cducation at Fort Liard. thc figure s

h, saicl, :rcru basJd on first irnd ob:;rvalion. (70) In fact, thcrc vrc ro orily 52
bet'dr"en thc age of ? years and 16 inclusivc in Lisrd arca, and 9 ot'hcrs at

Nahannee. (?t)-ttrus, bising his argument on falsc fig'rcsr'ttrc spokeman for a

nctnork of neutraf schools, sholrccl thc dcter:nlnati0n to prcvent tho establ-i-sh-

ment of facilltics at Fort Simpson foi thc childrcn of Fort Liardr ivho werc coun-

ted ln the plans. In raising ris poi:rt, lvc do not qrrestion the leasons fo" the

esta,blishmcnt of a day scho5l at fort l,iara, but vre do point out th-e prlssr:ee

uscd Tr-i bh fals; figurcs tc indircctl-)- hjxdi- r lrhc projJct of largcr boerding
facilitics at lort si-rnpson for a largc nunbcr of catholic chil-dren living ln

the scattercd area of Fort Liard. A sjmilar prssuce had becn ascd for tilc ef€c-

tion of a day school at Fort ilrigfe)'" Thc history of the St' Patrickls School
ai yoffo*fri"fc in1951 and aftcnrardi, rcvc:1s the one and sarnc views hel-d by th"
yelloklcrife repr,c-scntativc and thc opponont of Scpaiatc -Catholic Edlcation in thc

Xfackenzie . rrEariy i.r tttc discussion, iiia Ur. PARI(mr I forrned the opirrion that

the Ronan Catfrolic Church - not thc Ronu:r Catholic t:xepayers - 3'3 anxious to

sccure as completc contro as possible ovcr. thc destilics of fhe RorGn catholic

childrcn of the Northr,re st Terrltories.rr (73) The Editor of the rtNews of the Norbh{l

h:d sided wlth the corrlcil mcnber; and taking advantagc of being a member of the
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cathoric church, hc conluscd a portion of th' pubfic on arr issue as clear as
crystal in th; r'rinds of 'rcfl infi:rrnc d catholids or' good standards. saicl lur.
HORTON : r'i',Ie sccm. to havc lost out in our battle ag..rinst the cstablishnent he re

of a Ronun clirhofic scparat" school-. But blttcr e l-osing battle for r. prjnciplc
thgn no fight rt jLlI. ' ' (7L)

,'lhilc some opposltion alrirst tnr dul.l rystu,r o-[ cduccbion end largc boar-
ding fccilitias et lort Sirnpson h:d stir'fun.d in 1916, the high Of_Cici el_ of thc
Depertmcnt procuici( d r.-ith th. purchrs- of h.nd rs r srtc for their orj.g'j nol- pro-
j"-ct .  (75)

SOHOOT, YF,rR L956 - 1957 "
-)i ii-i(-i4,ee(-)(+: ,f;(tei)l -;3i.,-,.1i ?, JF)iiir.

Locrlly, th" tun:ion rcl.rLivc to school mattcrs appcerccl
to have recedt,d for a trlhilc. ivir. P.IISI(ELL was buqr in hj-s classroon w:ith 26 pupils
from kindergarten to gradc B inclusirr": lrith thc assistance of lttr. Gr SJITBOURIN
as a tracher-dde. A nai:i-vc of South i,fales, Ergland, the Catholic te ache r was
L n l  d i n o  r  f  i r " < + .  a l  r < e  n  r * i  f i n ^ + .  r r d  h r d  R  ' .  

" T .  
n f  r q e  r i n r n r  i n  + n n a l r i r c  , . +! r  v v a v r 4 r r 6 .  1 1 e

thc end of the firsi torn, l{r. PASIGLI rcuortcd that |tmost childrcn arr produ-
cing satisfactoty lirork et th"ir: differcht levcfs, but sonc a,re bol-ovr standard
and niust contribut; ncre effoqt. Somc pupils arc loosing ruirch tirne, and this has
an adverse influence on their progress. There is an appalling amount of lateness
among ser,e ra1 pupils.'r (76)

Th9 nrlxi ng on the playgrounds of the tlvo groups of children ".ras rnarked
with the frieldliness norrnal aieong children oI that age. Dccept for a few flair-
ups be tnreen 'lmrdlJr chj-fdTen, no 'r,rruble had buen reported to the fact of their
separation for tcachi:rg in their respective classrooms. In thc course of that
year !956, a prcject sponsored by the Parent-Teachcr Association brought to a
test the wisd.on of i:he adrninistrative poli-cy of the dual cl-assroom sys tem. the
executivc of the Catholi-c group, hav-ing collectcd frmds for the pul€h&s€ of a
Filmosound projector and a largc screen, requested tl-re Department for a 5O%
grant in paynent o! the audio v-isual aide. In th;: rrind of tha Association, the
equipment woul-d be for use by both sections of the school and also by the St.
I4argaret I s Hospital fi r the pati.-nts and by the R. C. r\irission as r,rell-. In the
re antime, rul-es fol ihe use and cusiody of the visual aides equipncnt had been
passed by tho DeparAnent " (71) Sincc the Parrnt-Tuacher Association had rescrved
thc 

"ight 
to custocry- of thc projector, they rcfused thc deal because the rule s

had conferred that '':i.ght to thu Principal of lh,: School-. Then tho Comraissioner
rcfundcd the$ 350.00 thab hed b.:n p:id by th- Association for 50 % a.f tho cost
of thc equipncnt. (78) Thc Departnrcnt boughf, hovrcw r thc Fil-nosound Be1l and
Howe11 projector type 185 for usc of the school- and any othcr orgaaization jn

the conununity, subjcct to thc ruf.c s above mcntioned.

- In l&xr.ch 1957 t W" pASlfi,L ruportcd an. i]nprovc d attendance of his pupils
although l-ate arrivals stifl dls turbcd thc vrork qf thc school. At thc test hcld
dlring that month, Ip pu.rils gaincd a i)ass vrhif- 6 fail"d to obtain a satisfac-
tory percentage. Here arc thc nane s of.thoso lrho passud lrith thc highust narks
in thoir rcspccti-vc gradcs:
Grade 9: Lconard HOPD - 73%
Grade 3: BettY BOITINETR.OUGE - 68%
Grade 7: Theodorc HOPE - 65%
Grade 7: Nichofas SIBBFSTON - 5L%

Gradc 2: Dol-ly-Irenc SIBBEST0N-6,1+$
Grad. 3: tlonnan jIERCREDI - 62%
Gr:dc ! ; Alb.' rt ilOSES - 6:-.1
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In march al"sor Mrr. J.Vf. GO0DI-T.L, Council member, addressed a public rneeting
of the Parent-Teachc r Association in the st. uErgaret t s Hall before a crowded a.--
dicnce of some 60 persons. In acoepting ttre inrritation, 1,,1r. GOODALL, an o1d ti:rer,
who had obserwed for deveral years the work done by the Catholic insti-tution j-ri
the comunity rnay have r'rante d to shor,r his appteeciation for it. In addLtlon to a
report on sorne of the del-iberations of the last Councif, he outlil}ed the C,overrl-
ment program.for both acadernic a:rd vocaiional education.

At about the same tj-rne, the Cormissioner of the Norbhwest Territories ar!-
nomced the preparation of pl-als and specifications as nrel1 as a site irvestiga-
tion in vierv of the erection of the Central School Ucit in the Settl-enent. (79)

THE TEACHM-AIDE H{PERIMUVT.
Jsee.'9ane,'(*+*Je*se*_,Jasee,o;ttt 

r suoi"*but. the school enrofl^x&rnt r€ached its
highest peak in tire history of ]rort Simpson. There were 32 childrrcn i-n the Catho-
lic Section anC lO in the other. 27 ..,.rent, to the Folt Providence Re sidentia-l School-
and l-7 lverE registered at the Jean-lviarie-River school-. Miss K. licffIIi'INESS rras j-n
charge of the Catholic Section, assj.sted il.ith tr4iss S. LfFI,EUR as a teacher-a:ide.
The enploymont of teacher-aides '/ras a nely $olicy adopted then by the Govenent.
Tn 1Q(6- +.h.. ni rcof.6r. .)f the .llorbhern Adn-lnj-stration had declined to establish
the fbnction for fear that recluests for other school-s night be nader The Con-
nrissioner thought that financia.I a!,proprintion to pay the salary of a teacher-
aide coul-d not be nade for the school- ycar 1957-58. (80) However, ari elcperiment
was m*.de that year uith one in each classroom. Bot'h had a junior hig! school
education and werc &iven a brief orientatiorr prior td their cordng to I'ort Sin-
p9on.

The crnp qnncnt of t.achvr-aid"s hrd b(-cn urpc rimcnt€ o. for some y.ars in
A.'rE ricar It uras sought as a rcne$r in cror,vdod classrooms and aLso because of. the
multiplying rrinroads madc on tho teacherrs tinc by subprofesslonal acti!-ities.tl
Tcschcr-aides arc a type of pc rsons r,\dth intcrcst in the problens of education
yet l-acking thc professionaf trairr-ing requircd of a tcachcr. Tlcy assist by
pcrforrning non-instru.ctj-onal dutios. Thcy spcnd part of th. school day in activi-
'ties 

such as supcnrision in snd out of the elassroome fil]ing irt forms, prcpa-
ring reports, chi:cic5-ng attcndance and al1ke. Most teachers, who llaYe -urorked wittr
tealher-aides, state it.r.t ttrey woulci rather ieach l-arger classes with an aide
ihan the customary 30 pupils without an aide. (81) The experi-nent lfas florth trying

in both classroorns of our lederal Day School. But it was soon put tO a test as'
uefl as the functioning of the luel grsten'

DISCIPLIMRY ]\'CIDEIT.
jOHeHeij{jiiiJi-iij-' i :j'-).'Ji-3e rJiJ( Ji

In fate Septenber, phe teachers and their aides I'rere faced
xr:lth tl€ problems of disciplinary offences out ol the classroons by a fel' pupils.

,'Ihen the matter cf s-dnction rvas raisecl to the of.fenders, a r',rarn-ing in*icated
that pqnishment by s{$ping vrould be i-nposed by the Principa} of the School. Since
the latter was a FrotcstanL, sone Uatholic children raised obiection saying thac
their own teacher alone shoufd impose the sanction of strapping. Incidently, one
of ttem asked me the question duri_ng the period of rcl-igious j-nstnLction whether
their teacher or the principal nas responsible for strapping ihem. lviT answer was!
rrcolporal- prurishment such as strapping and the like should be given by the res-
pective teicfers to their pupils.rt (82) But f .iras unawar€ of the rvhole affair
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behind the question asked by the ch-i]-d. The latter nust have reported. i-rrcorrectlv
r0r answcr, si:rce the Prj ncipal of ule Jchool-, i.r. ?. HqpBllRN ,,,,rote l-etters to ttl
lhief of educationr 1r,{r..J.v. JACOBSOI{, in lrl}ich he conplairied. of lls/ interference
in the conduct of the school. i,Loreover, l-re stai;ed that the Cath oljc teacher. liiss
Ii. Ivic ffII1{}18S, ccanplained that -L had contradicted her after she had explained to
her pupi].s the disciplinar? rufcs oi blre schoof. The Comnissioner, 1{r. G. ROBm,?-
SON, had taken the case ari d ire deened it necessary to ask the lit. Rev. J.id. lEO.
CELLIm, my Bi*rop, tirat I bc requested to cease lnterfering j:r the conduct of
thc School.rt (83) fntormca ol th.. who-e affair, I exp-Laincd to ttrc Coiraalssioner
qy version of the case, and f soon rccej-ved from hj-n a l-etter of appreciation a:rd
the expression of his pleasure that the rrthe actions sttribute d to me rvere ::ot,
in fact, taken by nc.tr fturthcr hc a.sl<od tlrr Superlntendcnt of iducation, ltr. J.V.
J-A.COBSON, to convey th.: irrforrnation to those conccrned.rt (BL) - fne incident uras
cl-osed, but it had gj-vcn further indications of the rnrlnerability of the l-ocal-
dual schoof systcn; if anC whcn the promollors of thc lonc schoolt pol-icy take
any opportudty to prc ss thiiT oi,"l-r ''/icrrs in this natter.

PLANS 0F TllE CEI\A?,AI SCHOOL Ul'llT DISCUS,SED AT OTTAffA.
-)l)H{ieiJHiiiin^eee3a$$S$iiei+eiiel-F)i-ii-)?'r-)i-)(.)e3:Je( ts)",iiiiei-)eP,r.ieei-tgltHi

A prev-ious indication of
such a prcssurc lud bc"r e-ric.nc:d in ..ay o-C ihab yuar L957, yrhcn thc pl-ans of
th,, largc schoo-I ulil at Forb Si.npson :;.r. :.:cparcd in 0. barra by sot:1e C.'overr,nent
Officials. During a visit in an Ottav,ra offic.: oI thu ltrorthcrn ldnrinistration, on
r i - . .  ' r  n  T  l - . - - . , - . \ . r  + ^  -  r  n n . l  i n i  n r n r  < ; , - t n h  . r a  + L ^ F -  - 1  r h -  i -  - + !  - + '|Llay l-U, I nappunuo uo s ., -------- -l Inosc p-Lafis. An alrLnrl-vc l-ns-
pcction of thc dayschool drarrings choirud that al-] tcn classrooms werc locat"d in
onu block at thJ one und oi tl:. bLiilcir-- rnc th. Srnn'rsium .lt tl l- oih.r. S\rch a
. l i  s n ^ c i f i . n  a t '  l - . 5 ,  e l  . ^ ^  ^  ^ L ^ - -  -  + L  ' - . l ^ r  ̂ 1 -  h a du . r  J t J u o f  u r 4 r  . r d , r  r  t , r r r r r B u  L . r  r , r L u  u u l v r r ! ' r u r 1 v  j J f + l J  4 u u r r

prorridi d for thcir s.paration b7 .,t. l;mnnsiun. ..,or-ov.r, both sid-s of thc class-
Tooms !.ith r,rrindolrs v',rcrc exposcd to thr: North and Soutj: ',r-inds of the long and cold
nrinter, tfhcn the Comrissloncr had bccn infiirrmc d of ti-]ose enoma]ies, hc instr:r.r.ctcd
his assistent, i.'tr. E. J. CUI\T1{INGF,A!rie to call a rnceting of the Official-s of the Ad:
ninistration for thc pur.Dosu oI invcstii-atrng thc uxplanatlons for thc ch6nge and
of corrccting the dralvings. Thc con-fcrcncc took placc on Junc 12 .rnd was prcsidud
over by Mr. cuNidli\iGHAI{ undsr tho instnirctions of the cor,rnissioncr, Those presont
wcre the Dircctor of thc llorbhcrn AdLinistration, Itr. SIEVERTZ, the Chief of Ed-
ucation, Iltr . J.v. JACOB,9ON, ald seven others including n0'solf . }tr. cum{INc{All/l
cnunciaiad first the policy of a drrl sct of cl:r,ssroons anLi vrarrtc d to istow who
h-rd instmctc d thc dri-rings of th. plans :t v:riancc rritir th. Gow rnn;nt policy.

Having reccivcd no ansvycr to thei; clucstion, hu diroctcd thc architeci to nakc thc

ncces;ary redrcssmcnts in thc plans. (85) A1] pruscnt xrcre given thc opporLunity
to cxprcss their views :u.r.l rlek. su6gcstions not only for th.- clJssrooms but al-so

for lir" two Host.,1s. i-et-r lrro hour:, th" :,crl p1.^'ns ',rcrc rgrc:d u:on b.' aIL prr'-

sent. ,\ir. CUNNINGIIAI'I tof,l thr: conii:rcncc that fol].orri-ng consul-t3tion of the auth-
orities conccrne(i, thc pLrns riould 'ilr, submittcd to thc Minister of i{orthclT] .{f-
fairs for final approval.

CAlliOLIC AND PUBLIC S0rlool SYSTH,,6S.
jiJF)eiii)(-)iJ$'r-;'Jti3(-;:li)iJi-J$i-ij:-;i;'-;-i' . :. ; 

":', 
-t - :

Onc na;r spuculete as to thc rDasons thet prunp-
tJd sonc 0fficrb-1ts of thu JLp:r.rtn-rt to cLir.ct tir,- drxrring of pl:.ns rrb v'Iri:Incc
with thosc of thc Goverrunont. Thc only spcculation that occu.rs to af,r rn:ind is thrt
anothcr attcnpi has bccn nadu to inp}-rncnt " j thc' p}rns of thosc r"tho promotb d
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the lone school I systen at Fort sinpson. An attentivc observer of thc under-
lyj-ng forces at rrrork in that 9ir,ection for thc past 10 years, is at liberty to
draly the same conclusion. fn fact, thcrc is nothing ner in tfrat i ,],brcove r, 

- 
it

is a wel-l lgtoun fact of hlstory, that a large portion of non-Cathol-ics. in Canada
and irt the wholc lrorl-d havc considcrcd and do considcr yet as revifrr. thc seg:scg-
ation of catholic childrcn fron thosc of othcr religious persuasions. Historians
other than of Catholie Faith have sonetjmes obser-red that cries of segregation
have often explocled from fear of the increasing influence of the Catnofi6 Church, (86)
ltrre9 cries of sectarian segrer3ation, splittins educational efficiensy, waste
of money, undenocratic systern and al-ike do not allrays erplode fron that fear.
Ttiey are sonetimes prornpted by fear that the Catholic systen riight hann the public
school system. Yet the seat of trouble appears to be in the division of Christians
between Gatholics and Protestants. The latter can hardly have, even if they wanted,
a secular education perneated r'-ith a Chri-stian spirit in accordance {-ith their own
separate faiths, wldle the former maJr have it, and they want it. It has been ques-
tioned at times and in sone quarters whether Catholics lrant separate Oathol-i.c
oohools,". for their chil-d1'en, And there id a lv'idespread opinion t'trat theu haue
grown weary of then. Almost a century ago, the opinion 'ras voiced by a spokeman
saying: trI am satisfied they vrould now be rril-l-ing thet their cfril-drc n should get
their education along ldth the childrcn of the l€st of the commnity, uithout
argr fear that their rospcct for thcir ovm religion 

"vou].d 
be iaterfcred I'rith.r or

their conscience injurcd. I tmst thc day r'rifl com<j rrhen they u-iIL all take the
right ri:iew of it, a;d the question }r:ith then with icference to education n[a)r be -

,,oi to *hat church they nay bclong, - but how their childfen may_receive the be*t
education, and grow up witl other youl;h in pcace and harrtroriy''r (E7) ltrat is a
sophisticate d opinion. Histor5' has gil,'cn amplc cvidonce that most Cathollcs arc
t oi *"ory of thlir schools and that thctr' a3o detr rr''rinc d to hav' and nr:rili;ain t'hen
i-n accord.ance lrith tho traditional pr:intiples and practices of thc:irr Church. (BB)

Apart from thc majority, th,,n- is a r[nority of Catholics rrho yicld to
the sophisticatcd opinion that is widcspread anong non-Catholics. Dte considera-
tion bcing given to tleir ignor-nce of Cathol-ic cducation and. of its requirenentsr',
ttrcre is a fccling of infcriority (cafl it infcriority complcx) that adultaratcs
the emnLality of this class of Catholics. In that suTnncr 1957, tho Editon od tftc
trl{eiys of thc Northrr had oncc roorc exanplific d that sort of i mentalilr, as hc cane
to thc forc in vicw of depreciati-ng thc Fort Simpson dual- school system. yfrit'c s
HoRToIi: rAt Fort sinrps on, thcre arc in cffect two schoofs both in thc sane buil-
ding and bolh tcaching thc sarp gradcs, onc sidc bcing R.C. and thc other non-
denonirntional-. Efforts to build a f@ncc dov,rn thc rniddlc of ttre playgrotmds to
devide the R.Ci and the otlrer childrcn arc said to have been haltc d carly in t'hc
ga,no; but did you larorv therc arc two scts of toil-cts prorrided. forahe,school,
iuitiies r for ihe Catholics and others foi thc others...rr (89) - The Catholic
Editor who had battlccl for 5 yoars against the cathol-ic school- appoars to wallow
in an atrrosphere of vulgarity, instcad of hcightcn:i-ng his nind to the l-eveI of
cathofic pri-nciplc s and practices in cducational natt€rs. According to psychol-

ogists, attifi"os arc the tools of the i-gnorant to conceal their ignorsncer and
oi ttre- ugly to conceal thcir uglinesso Ole artiflce of thc ignorant Cath.ol+ct
wno bappe'nba to be learnod in fesul-ar lcrole dge, is oftcn th? voicing of bold and

fi.ppliio*a" in facc of a'ti-Catholic .pronouncenc.nts. Is not such an abJect sub-

,isii_t" of nind, a itispl-ay of inferiority cor,rplex ? As for the asscrtion &1de by

the Editor ttrat- cfforti rrcrc madc to bu:ild a fencc of scparation befurean the tl'io

school- gfoups, it is as iraccurate as somc of his other pronouncenenls '
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The problern of a fence l'as raised in t955. at a neeting held at the school- ald:
presided by l\ff. F.J. CUNNINGIIAM. Nfhen the l_atter subnltted a site-plan for the
prospective central school unit in the se'uu.ement, suggestions we* subnritte d
by those present. As Mr. CUM{INCJiAII outlined a grand proposal for a large foot-
ball rink at the back of the tr.'o liostel_s for the use of the publiu, I expressed
some concern relatlve to ensuing difficufties of mainte.ining order and discipline
at that particulii.r location, for use also by boarders of the Catholic Hostel.
Rl,aborating further on the problem, I enphasized that methods of discipl-ine par-
ticu1ar to Religious Sisters charged vr-th the superrrision of Catholic boarders,
must not be disregarded, anrL thence freedom on the playgrounds shouLd be insureci
for the orderl-y naintainance by the supervising Sisters of their particular
nethods of discipline. Conscquently, my suggestion ivas to make allolrance for a
lane between the respective playgroun5fs at that loca+"ion in order to insure such
a f r',eedom. As cries of segregation e4ploded a1, the idea of r,rore segregation, I
pointed out that the responsabifitie s of the respestive authorities over respec;
tive groups of chifdren deserved setious consideration. Then !lr. GfLBEI thought
it advlsabl-e to buiLd a service road betrEen thre playgror:nds at that l-ocation in
oleer to i nsure rcspcct of rirc r€spective rc sponsabilitic s in thc natter. (90)
Ar{yho$, tire problem l'ras dropped. It is cl-ear that th.e l'u}gar allegations made|'ofl
efforts to build a fencerrof separation l,rere the produet of ilinds benl, to confuse
i-ssues, if not to nisl-ead uninforme d neople "

MEAMfI]TLE, NORI,IA], CONIIUCT OF EDUCATI Oi'{ "-Fi(i{J(-J€(-;(i{-x+$$3€Hee(+ei.,i-)eiti-)F)e$3)i-)1i:-)ei-)i-;iii-,-r)(-)i-)i

Unaw,nre of such iractations arou:rd the
l-ocal schoof $ys ten, the parcnts of !'ort Simpson at large and the Catholics in
particular could obser"ve, orrly th:. norn:I conduct of education of the cidldre n
in the c ornrnun:i ty. Refigious ins bructior vr,rs given daily to tlo separate groups
in the Catholic Section, during the lasi sehool hal-f-hour. A seri.es of Cathol-ic
readers lvere used bl' the elener,ttry graLle pupils. At Christnas, all childre n of
both sections presented a join-U program of entertainment for tLe r,'"ho1e populatLon.
Srroughout the vrinter, liiss I'Ic GUINNES conduci;cd classes of seu-ing and lcritti-ng
rrith the assistancc of Sistcr Ci{A}FAGNE (o:: uice-versa) at the }Iurses I ile sidence
for t]rc schooL girls. Early in thu srxing, a displ-ay of the handicraft vrorks vras
na de at the St. Lfarge.rct I s I]a11..

COIIPROI\tr SE AS TEiVFORANT SOLUTTON.
ie(J(.'ii€i-)('(JiJi)(i(J^93F)(-)i-)(Jei.)eee(.;egee{-ienet

the assistant Superintendent of Schools, lfr. J.
C.{TRN, made the regu-l-ar inspection tovrards thc end of Fcbnrary. He expressed then
tho opinion that the increasing firmbcr of pupils in bo'"h classroons vras jmposing .
too hard a task on thc tcachcrs an'i thcir aides. Accordingly, hc said, ttre pupils
in ?r-igher grades rvcre deprivud of th. ri;tuntion they vrcre in need of. It rras 3p-
panent that thc inspector lrouf-ci rcconrncnd thc organization of a third cl-assroon
and thc cnplolancnt of a third ter.chcr to nuct lrhat hc caflcd rrtJrc grox'lng educa-
tional neudi'. Folloldng a consultation ch bht probJ-em, I insistcd that a ttrorough
assistance by thc tcacher-aides could satisfy throse raceds for one norc ycarr ard
thus avoid aqy change that ndght .asil;' cripplc thc Catholic educati.on of a num-
bcr of cldldrcn cntitl.d to its ful-l bcncfits. i'Vhen i:he cducator insiste d that,
in his opinion, thu tcachcr-ai-dc systein lras not satisfactory, I suggeste d t'hat,
if neceasary, a third clsssroom to acconmodatc all first grade pupils irrespective
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of their cel-igious faiths night be considered. as an acceptabl-e ter,Ipoxaqr solution.
Assurance however, should be given, that the arrangenent would in no way preiudice

the establish.nent of the dual sysben of educatj-on Y{hich has been previousl-y
agreed upon. (9f) fn April, the Director of the Northern Adninistra.lionr l{r. ST
VERT Z su6nitted a proposal for the analgarnatlon of the grades 6 to 9 of both
classroons in a third one of neutral character. In June, Assistant Eepuw Minis-
ter, !Ir. F.J. CLTNMNGHAM annor:nced an arrangement for teaching all first gfade s
in i trrird classfoom and the j:nmedi ate construction of a separate building for
that purpose. Assurance was given that it will not preJuiLice the establ-ishaent
of tnl duaf systeui of education whj.ch has been previously agreed upon. (92) -.. 

-.
By tnat tine, the]'e I'rere 58 Cathol-ic children of school age whose parents resided
' . in the Settlement. Those vrere eLigible for attendance at the Catholic section

in september, al{*rough }0 of tlrem were at the Fort Providence Residential school

aurin! tire li57-L958- schoof year. Since ? others would most l-ikely enroll at th€
proteitant Section, there rveie left !1 Catholic childrcn entitled to Catholic

school- facilities, under the new arrangeme nt. At the close of school- in June '

Iliss ivlcGUfNNES and her aide lliss ],AFT,SUR had' only 30 pupils. in reir, cl-assroom'

The teacher-aide systen had al-so cone to a cfose' Tbe- experiment t'hat -had 
the

favour of l,{rss. GALLANT and PASKS,I djd not appear to satisfy Mlss I'IoGLTNNES nor

theo f f i c i a l so f theGovernmen t . l v l os tCa tho l i cpa ren tsshowcu}L t t l econce rno r
interest about il. Tbe progress of their children appear to have been nonnaf

Juring tire year. Dcperts 
"J 

d nu.r" easily for:nd faul-ts raith the organizatlon of

ift" 
"Ifroof 

lvork and conditions. Yo-r,, as closc observers of locaf educat'iont ffe

a I€ben t tobe l i evc tha t l i : : [ t e t ] p "og " " " "on ihcpa r to f somech : i l - d ren . i sma j r t -
iy aru to inui, lj_roi-tuO cfforts ana io tne l-inited co-opcration of titeir parents.

HOSTEIS C ONSTRIICTT ON III TIEW.
*'.,.iJ'-Xjijd.,(+-)(-)(-)$(+e.,oij:;ii$s3)iiii"n"'ror. 

u"ot had been expressed in carry summer 1g58r

that a change of Goverrr,'ncnt rdght affect thc project initiated by the former

GoverTnncnt for e Ccntral School ljnit 1t Fort Si,mpson. ijjsurancL tnd -br-en givcn

by the Conserwatives that no ch:.nge vroyJ-d be rnade in thc progrxn ;md the conmri-s-

"ionu" "n 
ro*tced tourards the end of l','larch that tcnders for' the consiruction would

bc ca1led in April. lIr. GooDAl,L, i\{cmbcr of the Northi/e st Territories council,

recei-vcd. then confimration that largt: scalc constlrrction would certainly bo undcr

way in 1959, (93)

S IilSFACTORY SOLUTICN.
tai-)(iiii--)eei-xJ{-)eiJei)eii(JiJ9l-i€i

Mcamuhilc, the construction of a third classroom was star-
ted in early sunncr. Yet, cornplition was not roached 'ntil Sepbcnber 22nd. the

trro senior classrooms tnat opencd on the 3rd, had e registration of 21 and 28

pupils respcciively. L/F. HEPiURN, principal and teacher in thc Protestant Sec-

iii.t, tnugitt the ciril-dren from graclc )r to 9 incl-usiv\r, rihil-; llass S' Ifll'lGSToN

hed been engag*d to teech gr:rdes 3 to 9 in thc Catholic Scction. l{iss KTNGSTON

;;J ;;;i""d""i Lug,rst 28th fron chatham, ttrcw Bruns.,,rick; also lriss ,]. rlig]tol,u,l

a Montrealer rrrho ctne 1lo lloach thc patitnts at the St. ivilrgarct I s Hospital'

eoih *"". tvcl-comcd in St. fulargar.t t; I{nl-l at.: public eattrq'fng. qf thc Parent-'

ieactrcr Association. - *iss I';CLTINI*ES rvho had ti:vcllc d and hol-id:Jzra d ecross

C1n'rda returned. fater -d nn"u assigncd to thi r:n-cnvie d function of icaching J9

il;li; ;i c";de s 1*3 in tho third Jlr""roor to bc conducted in an undcnominational-

m3,nner. Her tasl{ 1l'trs soon considered as too hcalXr. Thcn plans v'rcre :la&; to cm-
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pl-oy a [th teacher anci spl1t the group and the grades. By that tire, officials
of the education dirrision, had discovered. a miscal-cufation of the iocal school_
age population nhich had been undersetimated (9L) nre new Superintendent of Schools
I\'b. iT.J. B0orl1, ,,'s4s at hand in early october to corlfer on the situation and take
a  d e o i s i O n  O n  t h e  r e d i s t ] ^ i h r , + j ^ h  n '  : e . A a -  . - d  . ) r r n i l s -  A t  t h e  e n d  a f  h i c
he had come to tire ronorli,T"#i#"f5#?""ii"ut"5irti;,31*1fr:T""f,lr'ir"iritl,
teachers and dlrri-ded by grades in 3 classroomi irrespective of their reJ-iglous
denonination.

The arrangement had been ,vorked oub oti llonday October 6th, vdth the as$is-
tance. and approvaf of the teachers: ivir " D. HEPBURN, ivnss*s S. IflNGSTOll and K. Mc-
GIIINNES. The Superintendenl rppeardd to be very hanpy about tlie solution, since
he tol-d me the nexL day tha! rfl bhe people of ForL Sinpson approvcd of ib. Hawing
called at the ivtission for my support, hr. B00TII tought that unani:nous consent
shoul-d be had to carry out the arrangement. Great was his surprise when he leaxnt
that, in my opinion, bhe solutiolv:r.s inacceptabl,c to the right 0atholic conscience.
It is significant that the liducator, although he hari tought of no other arrangement,
agreed on the fo11o';ing one: A1l- lr? Cathol-ic chifdren v'rould be split by grades i
in t'ro classroorns, i,.ihile the 39 others lrould be also split in trro groups. Ivlr. D.
HEPBURN, who was present at the inien-ielr, egreed al-so to the solution and both
were p"epared to re c ornnand it to the Ottawa :luthority.

A week later, lrhe Superintenderrt confirme d his views statj:rg that he had
requested Ottavra to authorize the rental of thc St. X/iargaret I s Parish Ha1l for
the erbra-clas sroom. And he announccd at the same tj.na ihe cordng of irir. Allan
C00lE as a teachcr-aide. (95) - .tithin a lreck, thc requesi lvas granted by Obtavra

rnd preparations l.fcrc rnadc for tlte olening of the lrth classroon on the 2lLth of
th:dt month. l,'lcan:rrhi1c, arrangcncnt 'rrcrc n:.dc locefl-y to transfer i'iis s I'I]']GSTON
fnon thc senior Catholic cl-]ss tc th- jr:nior Protcstant cl-ass, '(t]ile }ir. A.
COOIG ffho atYlvod on the 2Lth, 'res rssign.cl to that classroom for teaching Caih-
olic pupils of gradus 3 to 9. illass l,lc G{IINNES rTas shifted to the nel'r cl-assroom
for teaihing gredcs 1-2 Cethollc pupils. i!ir. HEPBiJRI\r I s senior Protestant cless
rcrnririne d, undhingcd. thus vras irnpl-m-ntccl the lost arrangerent vrilich insure d the
dual rystcm o-f cducation. It sofv.d rt the samc tjme the problcm of teachi-tng
roligitus instruction to thc Cathofic childrcn of the respectivc classrooms. (95)

And it nadc easlor thc lmperting of rcligious instruction to Protestrnt chil-
dren in thririr classroor']s. Arr3ngcnrents l.rcrl madc for t'r'fo Protestent represen-
taiive s to al-tcrnltc tu.'Ichlng of r':li.gi-on in th(, tiro classrooms.

T t , r h ^ , . l . <  h n u r r r ,  y  + h r +  + r r '  , . h ^ - r  -  +  r r ^  < . + . . i < f i .  d  ^ h 1 1 '  .  < m i 1 - t  ^ ^ F + i ^ Ff  u  o P P v  - r f  D  r r v w !  v u r ,  , r w f s  o e  u - u p

of non-Cethol-i cs, .rs is .vic,nc'd by r p-t:tion circul..rtc C :Lnolrg th\) pcoplc of
Forb Simpson : fcvr nonths latcr. (97)

JUDICIAI STATUS OF CAI1IOL]C SCI{OO],S.
,(J'dlJ$e(-XJ9)eeH€eiJ(-)(JPl-)H:J(-x),+-)ce!Ji-)ep,iJ-)1"'cle(Jt

This latter movc by thc pronotors of. thc
trone schoolrr in thu Scttlcnvnt is :n incidcnt of hj-story bcyond ihc period set
for the vrriting of this rliistori-ca] Ski-tchr. Sufficc it to obsorve thc conti-
nuous trnd in thc struggfc of Cathofic dducation rihich rcvcals at lcast a deep
rnisundors trnding, if not r gross ignor,-ncr, of its basic pldlosophy .end irrefran-
gible implications on th- prrt of bh. maior portion of th, 

" 
ol; locel populrtion.



No wonder then, that the clash of ldeas recedes onl-y for a time and goes on anerf
at the first opportr:nity. ft is such a source of friction as to discourahe honest
people who sincerely lnrant mutual understanding a:rd respect for rights. trhlch of
the rnisunderstanriing arises from a nisconception of the ri-ght to a Catholic school
in-a connnunity. Hence the questlon: riiho has a rj.ght ? The indlvidual Catholic,
or'the Cathol-ic colrmunity as a class of pelsons ?

The reder nay have overheard an lndlviduEl Cathol-ic says^ t'I dontt' vrant

rry kids segregated from the others at school.tt - Or another: rtf have signed the

pltitiot to amafganate the classrooms a'd have ONE sctloof in the Setilement. rr -

3ti11 anottrer: rrThe Cethofic school taxe s being too high, I send ny kids to the

o the rschoo l . t t -Thus , l r hoses in i L i r i dud 'Ca |ho l i c spose t . hep rob ] -eno fdu t i es
towards the catholic schooi, a]ld thence their rlght 

-to 
it, as I"r€Ll- as iree don of

choice of schoold for their chlfdren.

In l-913: e man by the name of FARLEI, living in l'inrbe rg, Sask'1 rrtanted h-is

chiLdren to attend the local Cathohc schooie an'l isked ttrat his taxes be paid

to trat school- insteao of io the public school. FARLEY vras denied tha',, right 3rd

hls case went io the r co;ri oiApiealr. Justice A.J. FARRmL dislnissed the appeal

and said to FARLEY: Unless a:ra u-ntnr Jrou becone a PRACISI]IG Catholic, you hav e

no rlght to vote for a Cetholic school and you are not a "supporter 
of tAat school'rr

(98) FARLEY then a non-practising Catholic rnay be refused a&Tj-ttance of trls chil-

d ren to theCa tho f i - cschoo l - .H i sc : l seapp f i eson l y i - nschoo f - c l i s t r i c t s ' ye t i t
ser'es as a nonn . f or tfr" 

- 
g;d-rnce of ttrl legislalor in si:'il-ar cases in the Lfac-

kenzie. In other rniords, un;er the ciril- lalv, individual cathol-ics 1'fho are not

p"""if"i"g menLbers ot iite Catt]ot-ic Churche have no sav in matters pertaining

to a catholis schoof. f"-ptu"li"ol- eppfication, TE-frians that their vote' or

their petition, or r,vhatever they say relatlve to the organizallion ard acrninlstra-

tion of a catholic scnoorr-is ,rlia .-ra null, and nray be considercd b)/ arnr autho-

;iW t" be of no avail, ;i riglrtl;r so, in gencral terns only' of course'

This point rnay be argued. Ict, should a case be tsken to the Courtst a

non-practising Catholic torrid bo deciared one 
"'rho 

does not represent' the viewe

of, itot speak for the interest of a Catholic school in a corum:nity' Jn general-

Li-" ngtit, it rnl- 5s saicl thet indiv-idual Catholics of good standard.'do not

either represent the v-lews of, nor speak.ior the interests of a l-ocal Catholic

ibstitution. Agaane riro ri"a ii canaaian jurisprudence in school- iiiattcrs nbl-i-ngs

and d.ecisions lrtaich give tola clsss of Citfrolicst ell the righis to enci for a

ClLhol-ic schoof ln :r c ommu-ni tY.

In 19f?, the Pravy Council he's rulcd in the c::'se of-thc Ottavra S'S'Board'

vs ivlcKff L that Roman Catirolics togethcr fonn c class of pcrsons and ttrat the

class of pcrsons to r'rhon the righi or. privil-! ge . is rcscrryed must be a cfass of

persons delefl[ned .""o"aittg t-"refigious -br-licf ' (99) f:ron this rlling' we

gather that to thc cfass of"p"t,ot'" Jall-ed Roman Cathol-ics is rcservcd the privi-

:,lege or right rcl-ativc to a. Catholic school" ' :nc1 not to thc individual Cath-

oUcs. I\irth.r, ^Catno.lj cJ u'f'o-iot'n if't:rt c-L1ss of pLrsons. shell-. bt 
- 

practising

menbers of the uathol,i" ctro."n. It appcars thcn, irndcr the :ivil law :nd in gpn-

eral terms, that a group 
"f- 

pt'"ii"iit! Catholici alone rnay speak.and act for the

Cetholic institulrion iir thc ionnrunity ' fn precticaf application ll"l: ": 
the rea-

der rLay casily conclua", 
-lnt-Jooo" 

aira acts*of t supp@d-to-be-Cetholics t are of

no avail in local- Cattroiic school mattcrs. Thcnccr-it is understard""bl-J that
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wel-l--i-nf orrned Governnent Official-s rrrill ignore in fact the views and representad
tions made by individual Cathofics of good standard 1n Ca rolic schobl- rnatters,
if aad rvhen their views ard representations are at varibnib r,rith those of their
Church in such matters. Moreover, the Govexrunent may overlook conpletelJ, the
views arid represen'Lations of non-Calholi-cs r.rho interfere in the rights a:rd prirrl-'leges 

of tle uathol-ic school represenLed by the cl-ass of Catholics bf good stan-
ding in thre community,

An exaxiple ma)' better seTvc orlf purpose to clarify th-is particular aspect
of the problem, The total- voters of Catholic faith in the Settlement number about
100. Arnong them, 20 are no$ pracirising nerubers of the Church in the sense ex -
plained before. Among the other 80, lvho are considered of good standing, !0 of
them decide to oppose the separaLion of Cat,hol-ic chil-dren in the classfoorn for
secular teachjrg. They join foree y,r"i th the 20 non-practising ones to sign a
ptition to that effect, and thus leave oirly 3B Cathol-ics in favour of the nain-
tenance of the Catholic classroorn in the 1oca1 Federal- lay Schoof. llventual1y,
the Church authority may deci-de to refuse the Sacraments to the 50 members of the
Church who have acted against the talv 3ovcrning Catholi-c education. And thencet
the remaining 30 menbers of the Church rrill be the onl-y ones entitled to speak
and act for or against the mainienance of the Catholic classrooms in the Federal-
Day Schoof. This latter grc ir is tho cfass of persons, under cirril lalr and juris-
prudence in school matters, that has rights and privll-eges rel-atlve to a cathol-ic
school in the comnu-n1ty,

During Lhe past ten years, this particular aspect of school matters has
been cverfooked by a nurnber of nrenbers of the Cathol--ic Church ho have rnede pro-
nouncements or taken action at variance lrith the traditlonal principles and prac-
tices of thejr Church, in nattcrs nertai-ning to Lhe foceL Cethblic schoof.
Moreoltotf, their pronouncements anri actions have been nuch overestinated by the
supporters on the tone schoolt rrho iought, to ;trengthen their project o-t closing
dol,r,n the St. t.,iargaret I s ichool, ani tlLvnce oi amalgamating the classroons at the
Federal Day School. I'leither group need be surpriscd when its pronouncenenis a.nd
actions have been ignored or ovcrlooked b1r t'hc hlgher authority of the: Govcrr:,ncnt.
Those uho hope (in vain) to absorb Catholic schools or cl-assroons corplete\r
ll-ithin thc cornnron systen by divirling the nembers of our Church from their priests
mry rvelf Learn from thc lcssons oi Cmadirn Hjsbory. I'Be assused that no qrstem
of popular education vrill flor:rish in a courttflivhich' does viofence to the reli-
gious senti:nents and fcelings of the Churched of that cauntry.I' RYERSON' r''rho vras
not tender to$Iards the Cathol-ic system of schools brande d a stern $rarning to
those officials vrhose poliey is Lo reduce by rcgulations the effective operation
of Cathofic schools, s.rying: "You 

-ifl soon fing th.el the rel-igious persuasions
(R.C. ) r''r"itl conrlencc establishing sc]rool-s of their oo.rn. rt (100) - In fact, ttrls
has taken place in thc unite d states srrd. ]ras dcfcatcd thc pu4rosc of a Golernnent
rvhich has ttre power to control thc educetion of cvery child. Says i[ElRc rrThe

State may, in lis policy, go too i:r. Docs it achicvc thc obiect ? the arswcr is

N0. In the unite c statesr-one ancl hall a milfion catholics do not attcnd state

Schools . rr (lOl )

lnspirect by h.r lrisclon end cxp::ricncu, thc Church has fores.,cn this
eventuality st lort Sinpson and hrs sc', asidc a portion of land for the location
of a. prospectivo privatc school, ii at'Id trhun conclitions rtarrant its cstabl-ish-
rcnt.
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lrileanwhif e, the pr€sent arra.ngenentjs, lyhich give conplete charge of the
organization and discipline o.f the Catholic Section to its senior teacher, prove
to irork satisfactorily ln spite of occasionaf difficul-tles. They vri11 continue
to do so, in the larger unit, as l-ong as the re$rl-atlons setting out the respec-
tive responsabiliti e s for both the adrninlstration and organization of the whofe
school ai.e respected and honestly enforced. Under th.ose regufallions, a principal
has the overaLi responsability for the adnri.nistration of the schoolr but, lril-l

not interfere vci-th the organization a:rci discipline or the separate rrings ulder

the jurl-sdiction of the ai sistant-principals . The Assistant-Principal l'l"i11 be in

compiete charge of his r,l-ing in so far as its organization and discipline are

con;erned" i,,loieover, the piinclpal, (r,'iho 'ay be a Catholic or a Protestant ) 'rid-11

act as liaison-officer in so fai as the reletionships beb,'reen the tv'ro palts of

the school are concerned. (102)

Fort Si,npson is fortunate to have at this tirne a qlstern of education that
may satisfy botir groups in the corynlr]rigr, as they both are provi.ded facilities
io ed,ucate their respective chil-dren in accordance to thei r right consci-ence and
as they think fit. In thc l-argc iciioof unit, the system 1ri:il1 be improved, as the

farge nlxl]ber of pupils lrill aaire it possible for each section to have its respec-
tivE grade-scnooi.' part of orrr 6;ooC lortune is due to the prospective attendance
^+ +r.^ r^,ddr Tr..r aarrnnr of some 200 chilrlren froin *uhe surrounding districts.
d (, L,IrE -Ldr 6er Da-l eeLtvvL

Their m:rnbdr vcifi in fact double that of the local day school population .for some

vears to cone.

The largest group of Catholic pupils wilt come fron lort Providence ' the

people of that Settlenent have been cilted to sac'ifice their B6-year-o1d Catho-

iic institution for the benefit of th gatholic population of the whole district'

Ancl ttre authorities of the Rcsrd.entiak School have been required t6 tansfer

their personnel to the nel'r institutlon for the improvement ard progress of Cat'h-

ol-ie e'ducation as a vfhole in this portion ol the lower ilhcl<enzie' The people

oi-Si-p"ott, and -bhe Cathol-ics in partj-cufar, need be appreciative -of the long

and worthy 
-,,rork 

pcrformccl by the i'ort Prorridence. Re sidential' Schoof' and bear

in hind that its contr:ilrrtil,t h:s rnrd" possible largcr es!rbli?l*""1: i''ihich wi]jl

soon bring their goorl r'ortur." in thc fi;1d ol education, and othcr fiel-ds as well.

GI,A,NCE O\TER T}IE IIPIOI{I]NRf IIG AGEII.
)ts)a9eeH(+it'-)e3t1J(-)$$$(ir')neeii{JsHiJse{-'J(-)oet

As ''te gl-ancd b?ck at thd [0 years of Catho].,1o '

education in the Settlcncnt, rrc obscrved rn-th nringl c d feelings the -work achieved
by its supporterse by thc t':rch;rs rnd l,hcirr pupl1s. .4. p€riod of.30 years has

*-."tna unit mey be callcd a trpioncering Agetr o.f l-oar[ing and training in elcmen

iary education. For thc first 20 y"ars, ttrc 3t. hlargarct I s school has qr'.rctly

distharged its primary firnction rni.t6 thu little ne€u1s at the disposal of thc

puoif s ind bhcir tcrci,.rs, concJntr.ting on thu primary. gredc s. r'rith 
^a 

nlninum

of' 
"hifdr"r,. 

,lorkin8 rt I slovr rnd ind,rrLitt nt tcnpo, thc pu;rils of botlr treaty

and non-trcaty status Trcro ini+jatcd to thc trcasure of lcrortredge . For ttlc 10

iollowing y".in, o" tho facilitics a:rd th,: cqulpnrcnt improvc d, the ste 1,lerg.'ret b

school riicieesed its slou pacc of dcvclopmcnt in highcr grades a:rd secondaly

school actiuiticse at*r,iniig ivhat, nn;r bc ca}lcd the age of adofcsccnce, :'n agc

which spull-s crlsis and striggle in its clcvelopment and Frogrcss.. such uas the

il;;iiliii.ii"""a rst'B ui'int* uls $1'y' -'icn the st' 1;rger-tts school had
'reached 

a better st:rge of oiganization l;ith Govcrnmcnt assista'ncc and undcr lts

benevolcnt control, iy r"t iir"i conpctition *cl thence opposition r",-it'h occasional-
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threat of ceasing to exist. rihen competition began effectively in lglg r'ri th the
opening of a Gover.,nent or,rned and operated school of undenoninational character,
the Catholic population was unaware of, and little interested in the ensuine
stmggle arounC their suhoof, lvhife the Catltolic authorities were hardly prdpared
to meet the challenge of evolution taking place i:r the local- field of e&ircation
and the social- fielcl of comnunlty. As the oposition stiffened to close dovrn the
St. &brgaret I s school, new factors arose .Lhat hastened an evolution v{hich parhaps
was overdue in the organization of the focal- Catholic education. One factor, if
not the main, v,ras bhe i::rnetus ,:i,ren, ih1!!,L, by the new Mi[ister of ]dorther"r
Affa-irs to the educaiion in the ]r{ackelrzie :rir d at Irort Sinrpson in particular. .A,n-
otirer factor vras the deternr-lrration of the Catholic Church authorities to adapt
the Catholic school institution to the changing conditionc, and cl-oarep views
of the respective re sponsabil-itie s of the Church and the State in face of the
evolution talcing place in the cornnunity and the vrrhol-e district. - 1956 rritnesseci
the first step of that evolution .,,'hen the dual system of ]ocal e ducation rras

implenre nte d at the enl3rged Fe.ternf Day Schoo1, under a set of specific re gula-
tions for the a&nrirnistration and organization of the school. As the clash of
ideas kept s portion of thc pcople 

"n 
their toesr the stmggle around the nr,ein-

terance of t'he duaf systeir at thc Jle deral School-, present and future, only shar-
pened the dlvision a.mong the rvholc population, rl-ithout achierring any change jJI

it. By the end of 1958, when the construction of the school un-it began rrith clear
indications of the original Gove.rr:,rc nt policy and projects beimg carried out,
the chal-lenge to Gathoiic education in its evolving adaptation was kept alive yet
by the promotors of tho lone schoolt on thc Island. And there are reasons to pre-
sune, in the opinion of thr l,rritor, that thc strugglc 1'r-i1l- c ontinue vith chronic
resurgcnce until "one nr,ight oust tothertr; bulr in tho vords of the Protesteut,
If.P. PmCIVAI, 3uthor of the Bool: trshafl All i:ie Think Afikerr : rr...such a process
,nri I I te ke a rrcrv 'l onr" ti nc :m<1 l'.roula ,rffsca thst attractivc picturo that mar{f oi
us have forrned of a compocitr Canr iirn Nation that '/ril-l arise frorn thc ioint stock
of aJ-l those splcndi-ti human cl,crljnts, that compriso this yowig, cagor, and ex-
tremely virllc country. tt (103)

lloanrhiL" irncl glanc-rrg i'or'':rr'd inio thc tutu-ru, 'rc indu-Igc in forcsccing
tilnes 14/hen the young gencratiorr of childrcn of this tovrn end district ,ci1l gror
peacefufly in lrisdoni and abilitlr, rlthough educatc:i apart, in accordance I'iith
thcir right corsciurlc(e ;rhil" bh:ir pxrcnts elthou;h differcnt by tJr:ir languag-,
race and rc-l ision" \,i-il-l livc in nutu:r} r-rndcrstanciingl syrnpath;,' and goodt. ill.
Othcrrrriso, our hop\- in bhc -tuturc of ForU Simpson shir-ll bc frru.strat;d, i.nd much
of our c onnon achievcncnt shalf bi dcnc in vain. 3ucausc, (vre parephraso PERCIVAI, I s
observations ) for one porbion of thc tovl-n to sct itscff up as grcater than anottrcr,
for onc to act in a snobbish rL-enncr tovrards thc othcr, for onc group to dcspisc
or clre n frown upon thc otir;r, for onc signcnt of thc citizens to consider that
al-l othcrs rnust think al-i,{. :-n school nl"ttrTs, ... is to bcsmcar :urd perhaps to
cradicatc the hopc of greatncss r'vhich i-s f orc shadolvc d bl' the factors of dcvclop-
nent rcsident in ttr-ls section of oui Land.
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c0Nctusr0N.
)e+,,e(P,'ckltlttAgC,+lidtat&li?Xa;.i/r

In u:rdertaking to rTite this brief rlHi.storical_

Sketchrr on the Sacred Heart trfission and its allied institutions -

the Saint L4argaret I s School- and Hospital, - we had hoped in the

greatness of Forb Simpson rhich is overshadowed. by the factors of

development 3t l.rork in arici around the Island. Out of synpathy for

all the citizens of tr'ort Simpson, and as a token of adnriration for

the builders of this I'{rssion, rre h&ve v,rritten a modest account of

the deeds accomplished on the Island for the past Century. If we

have succeedcd, evcr partiellye in our :tudy, lve are s*tisfied and

gratified i-n offering to the present and future generations of

Sinpsonians this bit of history that rnay tcach them mutusl affec-

tion and sratitude.



Refenences
See Par+ 2. paee 30

St. Ibrgaret t s School Register - tg]-B-I927.
Chronique de l- tHopital Ste. lriargue riLe, I)2O;r The sum was

l{c GrIRK by l4r. 1'{.F. HARRIS,
(h) fte SHERIIOOD children lrrere con-fiemed Baptism ai Fort Noman

finution by Bishop FAIIAI ZE.

(r)
(2 )
(3 ) r o m i f t a A  f ^  c -

in 1937 and con-

(5) St. L{argaret rs School- llegister, L926-L9\4A.
(6) r,etter of O.S. III{ME to ]i4b. Rev. G. BREY}IAT (3-8-26)
(7) r,ette r of R.A. GIBSON (L-3-19t[)
(B) r,etter of O.S. FINr\IIE (lr-3-19F)

(9)r,etter of J.A. lvicDOUGAr,L (I2-2-I91+)
(10) R.r. FERRIER (tf-'-rt3r)
(1t) l,etter of R.A.ROEY (l-11-19L3) (n.c. tndian Day school)
(12) the reasons -for a deno,'ni nationaf school ivere not questioned tlren. the calling
of names points out only to the neans used for bringing up the natter.
(13) School reports v/ere r€oe to the Indlon Alfairs Branch in !)26, wtti.ch supplied
the daily registe-r for treaty Fuprl-s.
(fL) .qfice CHOLO, Cecj-l-e SQUIRRqL, ,trchie IiARDISTY and Laura IrILLUIEIJVE rnade grade B.
(f5) Coaex Historicus of the Sacred lleart l,lission anC. A.nnales des Soeurs Grises:

Hopital Ste. i,'largue ri te .
(16) tolem. HARDTE in letter to Father LEST|GE (B-2-195L) He stated that the chil-
dren were unfit to make a living.
(f7) mu Anglican School had been closed since the depari;ure of Rev. CUIRK.
(IU) See Part  3,  Chep. 1e paqe b2.
(t9) fatfrer TURCOTTE, o.m.i. q'De-l,Titten rcport, ,tugust 1941t.
(ZO) U". Andreff r,!'OORn, Report ti Survcy i n ifickenzic District, Ottarve 1!lrl+, p.5I
(Zf) m. nndrew :LiOORfu, in Ulinutc s of Procecdings and Evidenc e (I5-L..l9l+7 )

No. 10, P. i r84.
Q2) Sf hargarei r s School Registevt Ig37-L9lJ9
(23) Dr.  A. I {OORE, id. ,  No. 10, p.Lr84.,

J.lrr. i'lcltrNl,lON in id., }1o.22, p.l1[2
R.A. ROW, t ' to '38, P.191i5.

(2L)Dr.  A. i / iooRE, id. ,  l r io. lo,  p.LBh,.
(25) J.{{ .  I icI(NNO1{, id. ,  No.22, p.r} l+9.
(26) R.A. ROEr, id. . . .  No.3B, p.1,c: l+3s"

!lr. R.A.RbEy had been instmmental in the cstablishmcnt of a ncutral school

of this type at llay River in ftl+7' - See proposal- in lotter to d'c'M' autho-

ritr G)+-2-l+l ) - Thu systen was contj.er'.ncd alterwards by Mt. Rev. J.i;i. TRO-

cm'i'tnn: Lat'tcrs to conmr' IfJEIILTSTDE (30-10-lr7 ana Lr-rz-lr7 )
(27) .l..r.i,rc IgNNOj,l t: sj stcr c. chRoi'l (29-l-o-L?1fl, L-II-191fl ' -26-LL-I9)+7 )
(zB) .1.'r'r.u"ronl{ON to Sister C. crtRON. (2l-,2-I9\B' 26-6-L9L+B' I5-7-L91JU)
(29) n.it. GIBSoll to toacher (20-3-19118, L6-9-L91tB)
(lo) rcttu" or P.PHELAII (23-9-r9lr9) - B. TIEARY (25-r]'r9[9)
(3r) l"tt"" of J6ir{. },lclflNNON (28-:r2-r9L9) . ^
(32) f.trt"t LTZE to Fathor LESiGE: Report(28-5-51)
i:f) nr" Diary of Juno rcports nanc s of Caiholics lrho lvere drarrr'n into tho vicws

of thc promotors of thc t enu 5slle6ll plan.
(Jlr) 'tconfl-ucnt :r?rispcrsrt l-950 Oc bob'-L', p.b.
(35) "Cottfloent i'flrispcrstt 1951 lbbnmry, p.3"
(36) see ParL 31 chap. 1e Pago ?2.



(37) "Conf luunt . th isporsrt  l lo.7,  p.10
(38) Coaex Hislorlcus, April 10th, p.70. - This a report r:,ade by Father FEUVRIER

vrho was presonl at th, Meetlng.
(39) "Confluent 'flrispersrt 'it3y L95I No.8, p.l
(4u/ rsrur ur .cr,ulrlArJL | in It tt.r to Supcri-ntendent of Education (L6-TL95r)
( l - r t )  Coacx Histor icus, Nov. 13th,  p.78
(L2) r,ctter of l"Lhur LIZE to Father LESAGE (28-5-f95L) * !ir. T. BLEI],ER was the
DroDosor of :r state-school-.

Codex His'boricus (12-3-L9iI) - Iir. J. CR.iiIG rvas thc proposor of a second
cfassroom for primarqy grados
tr'ather V. PHILIP?E (]0-1-1951) trl have the idea of a Catholic Boarding Schoolrl
and repeated it laber on (l+-6-f lif )
Father LIZE (28-5-L95f) brought up the sane project.
Father A. I,EUVRIF,R brushed up the suggestion (28-6-f95f) - ile rlas the first,

to our hrouledge, !o suggest a Hostel system for the cathol-ic sdrool popu-

fation of the whol_e district, incJ-uding that of Nolrnan and trlankli.]l.
(l+3) Codex HisLoricus, FeLmary r9r?t l.Bo
(lrlr) ra*rer PHII PPE to Father LESAGE (9-8-1951)
(L5) 'tcortt'runt dhispersrr Feb.. L952, ]io.11, p.5
(101 codex ]listoricus Feb. zltl"]n, I?52 p.BI

it*f ) U". LORD to Sister C. pEDNA'JLT in 
-Codex 

ttistoricus, Septr 3oth 1952 p.87.

il*Ai r"thur DENrs to Father LESAGE (1-L-195L) . .
(frll l&". J.x{. TROcff LIEa, au PAre DEl'lI s, Fort Providence,., copie (27-7-1951+)
' " pEre POSSET, Fort Proriclence au Pdre i,Es+GE (5-B-f95b)
(50) iC". J.i,/r. rnocu,r,rER au Pdre TESAGE (25-B-195b)
ilf i fititi" by Catholics to Hor']. J. PICI{JRSGILLI l'iili s1s3. re sponsibl-e for India

Affairs. - Letter to samc cf Father toSAGE (15-8-195'[)

Pere LECOAT, l'ort Liard au Pdre LESAGE (25-6-L9r4) .
de FEUlIRIffi, Fort r{rlglev au P6re TESAGE (13-9-195L)

PAre DENIS, l'ort pro,riiente au ?6re LESAGE (21-9-125! :l 1[-12-195L)

(52 ) t t on .JeanLESAGE, ]L { i n i s te ro f l . I o l t he rnA f fa i r sa : rdNa t iona ] -Resources in
address (Copl')

(5ll if"tl"* oi #"Lii.,g distrlbutec to public ancl verbal- report of the resolution

on the f oflolr-ing day, i'lov. )-zlht l9ru
A second. choice was'iCtt,ttet't operate d tiostels vrorking j:r conjunction rrith a

non-sectarian riovernnent Lrsy 
"5q5661| - The vote 'fias 26 to one'

iqL) Lipr. J.i'I. TROCS,LIER au Plc-LESAGI| (29-B-t99t eL JI-r-r955)'--' 
d" lmns au Plre LES.\GE (zr-Iz-I9ilr)
R.p. G. LA\['LETTE, ;;"r. .L r. conm.-outatgr_ 6ttawa au Ptre ]'B5AGE (L6-2-55)

Piere liOK,'[A, Fort Sndth au ltrc i,ES/iGE (18-L-1955 )
G .ROBERTS0 I I rGo rm.o f t heN . r i i . T .andDOp ' l ' [ i n ' o fN 'A '&N 'R ' t oFb ' t he rLESAGE
g -t+-1955 errcl 9-5-1955)

(gg) ifts itii""io" nradc p.' sugccstio" :im the fa]l L953 f ot 1,h.c .e"::llo", 
o: this f s-

fa:rd of a nChildren r s 
-fiimc." 

to rcpl-ace tho orre starbed in L952 at Fort Snit'h

b,y the ga.tholic Lfission and cf oscb doun j.n the srnlr)ael' 1953. tn :rpr[ 195L,

a rumor sprJad in d6;; likc a frashr annourcjxg a project of .a boardJlg

school in thc settlorn'cnt. 
rhc n""" horvevcr had bccn confused rJ:it'h- a projcct

of a tradc school ai lort Sinlpson supportbd by thu mcmbcr . of-Parl-ia,]nent'

llr. l,{erE. HARIIE. aotft 
".tggo"tion 

of- a rrChiLdren Homcrt and trTrade Schoolrr

gave v{ay latcr on to ii." iiott" of tvro Host':l-s and an ijnlargcd Fc dcral !4y

School- at Fort S:mpson. fk pfans subn-iJtc d to thc approval- of thc Rev'MARSH

r'urglican Bishopr ."4 oi t}t" i&' n"tt' J'U' TROCELLIJIR' Catholic Blshop' werc
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approved by order in council of the tr'ederal cabinet sonetlme in llarch. (,n April
lst, the Department of rndian Affalrs and National-.Resources took bver aLL ies-
ponsabilities for the education irn the lrlorthwest Territories, hav-ing given gua-
rantees that the educationaf righls of Indlan Cathofics rnder the fnilian astr
wou-f d be protected.
R.G. ROBm.TSON in leiter to Father LESAGE (9-5-1955)
Conmrnications of con-fidentia.l- and serni-confidentill- characters are not noted.
here, although their content nay have nothing confidentiaf and has been other-
wise roade laloltm publid '. Verbaf informations that are not noted in those refer-
ences may only confinn public and official cori[nuiiications nrade at that time and
l-ater on.
(56 ) lefter of irl.G. DEtrlI TT to '':r.Lher LESAOE (10-U-195L) It uas no secret, at the
ti.ne that the promotors ol the lone school-l v{ere pressing for the enl-argnent of
the neutra] schoof.
(5?) R.G. RoBERrsoN to rather LBSAGE (15-r2-195L)
(58) n.c. ROBERTSoN to Father LESAGE (7-!-1955)
(59) parent-Teacher Ass. (Father LESAGE, secr.) to R.G. ROBERTSON (30-5-55, 5-lz-551

R.G. ROBERTSOIi to Farent-Tbscher Ass. (28-I2-L955) Br that tjme the Parent-
Teacher Ass. had replaced the -,idvisory School Board. One claim by ldr. T. BT l"f tr611 '

was that the new classroon vroufd be for use by his pupils.
(60) R.G. ROBII,RTSON to }ather TESAGE (9-5-1955)
(61) Minutew of the l/tseting (274-L955) ChainrLan: F. SIBBESTON, Vlce-Ch.: Mrs. R.

CHENI m. ,{e note that the first executive of t'he Adl':Lsory School- Board vras
el-ected on August L6, 1953 i: Ch:r.irnan r Father LESAGE; Vice-Ch. ! lIr.R. CHEIIIER;
Secr. : Cpl S. BYN,R; Counsellors : Fi SIBBESTON, E. I,AFFERTI, and luir. 'v'I. FIL -
LOi'1ES, ?eache r.
Address in 'rcatl-I. Voicelr, No.3?e Jan. f956 - L telegrem of appr"eciation ruas
sent by the joint comn-ittee to the Conurdssioner R.G. R0BERTSO}I.
frcath. Voicerr i\o l+1, Jan. 1956, p.3
id .  p . l+
Mlnute s of lleeting (Sept 2!, 1956) lterv Officers 'fere: Chairrna:r 3 R. GAUDRY
Vice-Ch. 3 B. CdlzOll,

(56) verbal inforvation passerl to bhe l"rriter on June L2, 1957. - ilhil-e in ottavre,
. i  n-,^iri?o.t ,r. f. l^o Tr.-rntn,.n+, "t,,),rt, th.: . i i . ir. l , l l ' .  J.V. JACOBSO;{ lenied thats v  v r r v  v v P r r

instructions had been givcn to that effect. Yet, thcre vras no denial- that
verbal instructions 1'rcrc given to thc teachDr l,/lr. ROBmTSoN, i-n tJrat direc-
+ i  ^ h

The Comnissioncr R.G. ROBERTS0I{ docl3red thet hc }o:ew of no pressure of th:t
r . i - r  r . . . - { i hd  ^ -1 , ,  +  -  h i  ^  n  . ?^^h .1  i _n fO fno t i onS .^ I r I u .  l  L  U ,  ' 5  u r i  L J  u w  i [ r  ! u !  e v r r o J

rrEdmonton Journal rr (2r-L-Ig56)
In letters fron X" :.nd Z. to Fathcr .LESAGE - Confidential- and serli-condiden-
tiel inform:tions, th'r"t mry not be quol;d in this study, coi-rld ho nadc ]anovm
to aryr curious j nouircr ' 'to giv-s guu'rnty of hone sty.
rrlrle-,'rs ,of the , i{orthrr Yo}}orr}arifc (23-1-t951+) p, 7

) Father LECO-,IT, Fort Lrrrigl':y, to Father ],ESAGE (1-11-1954)
Fathe r l,USSOi{, lbrb Liard, to Father LESAGE (r-l-I959)
Ner,ris 0f The North (25-7-1C52) p.B

id .  p .3

(62)

(63)
(61)
(65)

t o t /

(68 )
(6e)

(70)
(7r
(tz1
(73)
( 7 l r \

(7 i )
llcws 0f The l,lotrth
R. G. ROBERTSO]TI i;o llt. Re v, J.irri. TROCILTTEA (27 -1-1956) - Lot l-? bclonged to
the R.C.14., l,,tliLL Lot 16 ,,'res oli'ncd by thc Anglica:o Mtission. Lot 6 ovme d by
the latter hrd bcen origina.lly sclected by lvlrss. ' CUNNINC+{AM and Hinm.
Rcv. }IARSH, dnglican Bishop ,luclincd to sc]l it. Thcn Lots 16 and 17 'werre

dcfinitcly chosen.
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(76; ' ,6rtn. voi-ce r Jan.. lg57, p, l t
(77) L.A.C.O. HUNT, District Adnlin.r Fort Srnith, to !-athe r LESAGE (2-5-f956)
(78) n.o. ROBERTSOI{ to parent-Teacher Ass. (22^LI-r956) t - (ZL-IZ-L?#) c qis-
take was made by ifr. HUNT."rho had indicated agreement to the custody of the
e quipment by t,he P.T.A. - One benefit of the prroposal vias to clarify one poi"nt
of ihe adminisiration of the ner,r s;aten.
(79) R.G. ROBERTSON to Father TESAGE (20-3-1g57)
(80) ntr. SII,ERTZ, dir. of NorLhe:n Aon., to P.T.L. (7 -f3-L956)

tur1. R.C. ROPiR' l3Jl l  to P,T.. i "  ( -Lo-B-l  956)
(Bl- ;  "grtr .  Voiserr  Nov. 1955 t  p.7
(BZ; ug.ta.  Voice' t  Sep., .  igs ' l  ,  p.8
(83) n.G. ROBmrscN to lviL. Rev. J"fti" lTl,OcELLrF.R (30-10-1957) -,t copy of the 1st-
ter was sent $o me by lhe rry-':ite r rrrho showed then an unprejudiced fairness. That
was the second cornplaln 1aj-d .rgaj.nst the Superior of the lliission. A fdlrst was

nade a year earlier by Cp1. S. BITR Who cfairned that the Superior was too much
insistent in treating school natters and not enough conprehensive of the divers
situations
(Blr) r'atrrer r,ES-,rGE to R.G. ROBERTSOTV (8-11-1957) (rL-11.-1957)
/R(\ rn ?anny+. of Lhe srrrerior to i",it. Rev" .I.lri, TROCELLIER. - In adiLition to thcse
\ v . /  )  t L t

mentionerl there were present ]{rss. r{"G" DEUITT, D:}glneer I4oQUARRIE, Architect,
and a f.P.',{. Dn;jr.cer. i L.}'ry acted as Sccretary. Father PICHEI nov, Bishop
PICHE, l,vas p:esen1; f or a virile .

(86) Uon. lil. STOTT quoted by G"II. r'fEf,R in Separate School Question in Canada,
University ri Colttbia, 'L9))t pr-blisheC by the &rerson Press, Toronto,
pp. 76, 2tt2, 265, 266.
A]so VrI"H"M,JClll:in the Cl,ASil, Rouge Ont. 1918r published by Dent & Sons l,td,
To ron to rp "2gJ - " -Bo ' t i l p rom inen t ,Pao tes ' , an tau tho rscou l -dbe readv r i t h rnuch
nrnf.i 1-. anr t]^ , '1rl=1f 53nli41nl Ce.tholic education in Canada.

(87) T.R. IERGUSOII i:r Confederai:iou Debates, 186!, quoted by rrHitorical- Sketch
of Ontario Scparate Schoolrr, Ott3wa 1950, p.B5

(BB)  i d .  p .  9o
(89) u}'Iu*" of 'rhe Northti Yellolrknife (r-B-195?) p"lr
(90) ratir"r LESAGI to iW. Rev. J.lt" TROCE],LIW" (25'B-L955)
(9r) l,l"ro, Father iESAGE to irir. d.O-',JPJf (28-2-1958) - Superintendent R. 'llitESTlYATEll

connented l-a,,er orr thiit ny convcrsation vrith iv{r. J. CTITRNS l'as regarded as

a personal and infcrmal extrression oI' opi-nion. cfr. letter of R. filEsItr,'IATnR to
Father LESAGE'.t '  t  -)-!95\)
(92 ) B.i. sr-rrE!.TZ to I',1 "

accept !"he rl opo:: i 
"

ito\.. J.ir.t. TILOGELI,Im (2ilt-L958) The l-atter decl-ined to

LESAGII (lo-6--r9i8) Bishop TRoCFTI TJEIi decl-j-ne d toF.J. CUI{}tr NCH;|},, iro Pather
comrnent bn 'r'hi; propos".l, '

(93) Telegren of J., PARKIR. oo ir:" i, CIiXJ stating that assurance has bcen
by the l.iinis].e:r (Yrilo.skrriie, )-r)-I958, copy)
R.G. ROBERT3O,'i to irather rES,:GE (26-lr-i95B)
R"c. R0it:p,T3olt TO ..iI..T. {jOOD]Lr,t (17-Lr-1958) copy.

gLven

(9L) fire nelr. .q!r.pi t:j-nte nrle nt of Schools, ilir. i'I.G" BO0TH, indicated that. Official-s

of his Dept.r',,rlcn:re rn:sin+.erprotillg thc list of l-ocal- school age children

publishc d ir .bhc batbolic Viicc, liad reglstered a" nurnbcr of then for Fort

Providence .
Tyrfr,i,,lr.r:,i or1 .,irrr,r irr his int, r'rv-i'.,r''. '.,vith thc vn-itcr on Oct. 7th.
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(95) Report of the inberrrj-ew by Father LESA0E to Father L. MOKTTA ( 7-r0-I958 )
i,:r. G. B00TH to Father LESAGE (11-10-1958)

06) Iur. A COOIG, a Unlversity Graduate rvas granted a tenrporary teach6rts cer-
tificate prior to his coming to lor! Simpson. It was alleged that rvrlss IfiNG*

STON with experience in teaching wou1d do bett€r with the pupils of jurdor
grades, rrhile l4r. C00KE would fifl- better the lunction in the senior grades.

Thus, there is no foundat,on in the mal-icious assertions which renJereo the Sup-
erior of the i,riission responsi-ble for the redistribution of the teachers. "{t their
rnceting in B\rne of tha. year, the execuLj-vc nernbers of the Farent-Teachcr Assocla-
tion had recommended the enpl o;rrne nt of a second Cathol-ic teacher for the increae
sing number of Cathol,ic chifdren. Anci the Superior of the tuiission had offered
the use of the. f orr-"ler St. Irrlargaret t s School for the extra-classrobn (Father LESA-
Ge in letter.to l,F. R.G. ROBERTSON, 15-6-1958)

Tn nrevision of the diffisul-ties of teaching religious instruction in the
neutra] classroon attended by catholics and l,rotestants, I had been given autho-
rity by the chief of Education, mr" J.v. JACOBSON, to make use of that classrooin
during the l_ast half hour of the school- ciay. (In letter from lather PICHE, nor,r

Bishop PICHE, to lather LESAGE, 2O-B-195q) Those children whose parents r'vante d
them not to attend, uerc penftted to tri{tbalr for thc period of re]-iqious j']]s-

truction. In fact, I star&ed teaching refigious instruction in september in that

class?oom conducted by ].,jis s l.,lc GUINI'IES, rtho disnissed then those who chosc to leave

school for that l-ast helf hour. Fathel iEcoAT tooic nry place afterwards to teach

the group in th"t cl-assjloom, until- hc 1,'as informed by tillss rvrcG{JIi,lNES that it bad

be coie u'<,xpedi6nt to do so. Then, on L{onday 29th, rvhen I proceeded to give the

half hour lesson io ,ihe group, tho icacher lld- ss ivlcGulNNES informed me o.f a deCi-

sion taken to discontinuu N1-rL',r." of that classroom for thal purpose. Since I

insistcd that thc Education Dcpartncnt had given me authority to givu religious

ihstruction to the catl]olic chlldrcn, she hurricd to get thc PrincipaJ-, Itr. HnF*

BIIRN for further explanaiion. Thc lattcr, i.rho repeated the decision taken by

hinrself, informed rL thnt he 1'rould not allow the use of that cl-assroom for Iqf

po r iodo i re } i g ious ins t ruc t i on to theCa tho l i cch i l d len .MeanTrh i ] -o ,he , , l r ou ld
roquest a ruJ-ing bl. his supcrior authity. Heving bowcd to his doci'siont I pro-

"n-d"d 
i":riudiatJly'to 

"""t, 
by tclcgram, instruction frorn ry or,l'n supcrior autho-

rities. A reply ca,oc t]re folltr,-ring dqv from Rev. Fathcr PICHE5 staiing that ivir.

J.V. JACOBSoN iras giving instruction to l,lr. HF'PBURII for solving the controversy'

In the neantil0e, thc comrdssioncr instructed tlu tistrict Ad{Linistrator, l,{r. c.L.

liiEp,jiIll to take up the rnttcr .,rith r,&. Rcv. J.lj. TROCELLIER at Forb Snith. (Lct-

ter of R.J. pHILLiF-q to !'rther LdSAGE, 1?-IO-1958) - tsy that time, i{r. I{.G.Booih

had conc to Fort si-npson to confcr on thc 
"rhofc 

sitnation at school. .{nd pcnding

a sol_ution, he a*ris-cd altcrnstion of thc .laity pcfiod of religious instmction

in that clissroon by tho Catholic Pricst ancl the Angl-icen fnstructor. In fact,

in vicw of the prospcctivc arrangancnt for a Irth classroon, I abstcino d froni

giv-ing Teligioui initructio.r, ur'riil i-ts openlng on 6ctober 2Lilh. iio1'cover, as I

,ia" .ion thcn at tjrc l"Iission, no forrnal religious instruction lras givcn blr thc
p.i""i to the jun-lor ge,tholic class until- thc arrival of Rcv. Fathc r RgBIN in

dcccmber. - the riixing of Cathollc childrcn in classrooms u-ith Frotestants, U')at

hss al,,\rays bjen a bond of contcntion, had glven furihcr ovidcncc of thc t'r'isdon

practised by the Govcrrunent sup-rior authoiity, in implenentlng a po1lcy of duaf

e ducation -1t Fort Simpson.
(9?) L5.. J.CRAIG, tl.S"Co. ll^errager lnc] i,ir" TYLF,R clrcu-latcd a petition iimong Catho-

lics rnd Protost.:uts rcqucsting thc amal gamatl- on of all chil-drcn, according to

their gracles, regardlcss of religious affllictions. Signcd on Jan' l-5th, it rras

forvrarde d to lff. r;LJ. GOODALLT ,rho '.'ras thcn in Ottaura, for submission to tht;

Minist'r of NorLhcrn A ff r"i rs.
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(SB) fn G.M. ,trEIR, rrscpararc. School Qucstion in Canad,rrt t p.276. Justic- FARRm.L
declared furiher: rrl held that' these vrords I same religious faithr neant bona

fide members of the Ronan Catholic Church, i.e. rnernbers of the Church by the
usuaJ- rrethod of confirrnalion and perfolinance of religious duties, or chifdren
of Roman Catholic parents, or if as a iormer Protestant, thcy had been properfy
received and adopted by the Roman uatholic Church as a member of their Church
according to the rlghtc which would requiTe Baptism and attendance at tr/ass and

confession. None oI lrhese things FARLIY had done, nor l'ras he prepared to do then,

and I hetd that he vras not a boaa fide member of the RonaJ} catholic church...rl

i|rlren this Li.niberg case was being hearcl last, lyrr. IARLEY vras present and spoke

to Hector [iicD0NALD abouL the matte.r' trl 'Iel], rt HecLor said, Irdid yuu go to Con-

f ession and take Commrnion last Easter' ? r' - ,TAF.LEy said trNorr. - trl 'Ie1l: rr he saidt
I tyou are not  Cathol ic .u p,277.  -

Although uncler thb civil, jnrisp::tdence, a non-pracl,ising Catholic may be

considered as a ?rotestan'b, under thc church law holrever, he is consideled as a

C a t h o ] - i c u n t i ] a n d r r r r ] e s s h e h a s t n a c c a d e c l a r a t i o n t o t l r e c o n t r a l y . I h e o n e v . r h o
is umorthy of, or iri i'efused 'uhe Sacranents is not excluded from nenbership of

the church, but onl;r .frorn its spiritual benefits. A11 Protestant as a 
"vhole 

nny

be considered as a c1.ss of persons, (see r'ffl lR, p. 191) but not indj-iridual sects.

(99) G"til" f,rEIR id., p-160. - There shoul-d be no rni sunderstanding as to the IEan-

ing'of our observai_ons. Gathofics rcnresent anc speak for Catrofic- Sch_ools only

as a coIT)orate group, ol: ciass of persons e.s a .v\rhole, not for_ incLlviduals taken

separeteiy. In p::actical caJ,-s 1to'ffeve r:, our observations rrould need further

exptarrations. Ior lnstance, a private school naf be for indiv-idual childrcn, e.]ld

,roi for a class cf Cr'.iholics, ctc... fn our casc, it concerns only schools es-

tahlishecl by publ:.c fr:nds an:l opened- -to alf Cathol-ic ehil-dren.
fr oo\ R- RYF"i:lni\i- r lr.rrr-thodist Missionary a:rd afterTrards Ontario i"iiniste r of

Ed:ucation, in r!'.{istorical Ske:ch of Ontario Separate Schoolsrrr sali 'e as

above,  p"28,
(101) In L.l,t" ,nul, sane book, p. z6l t 266 ,

In F"ev. O.F, LAIIHI: rrTne private schoolsrt in lrcanadian liducation to-dayrtl

foror.to a955.t p, 1J?. Fathcr LIHIY lffibes: "1n l95Or there were 991ewhat
over 1OO0 priva:' schoofs in Canerla. fn th:rt year, Canadians. sent l-O7,6lJ

chil-dren to private schoofs. Sincc privete schools, outside thc Provincc of

Quebec, recerve :ro support frorn !'riblic funds ' thesc same caru'dians in oiher 
'

prowinces deslrecl {,,ren so niuch i:hat in addition to their rc gular taxes, they were

vritling to pay $ ir'J50rO00'00 in ol:der to have them'rr
ih"ro- aro at prcsunt in thc i{e.c}r:nzic llistrict tr^ro Cetholic prj-v3te school-s.

The onc at Aklavik lrill bc closc,l i,nls fell, and ibe one at Providence in 1960.

The anglican privall.) scirocl, rrili b', ;loscd also th'is tz'!I \959 ' - Thc Ycllo'fiiorife

St. Patrickr s Schcol .is on., o'rirncrl I nd opcratcd by r'ho Oatholic ratepayers of that

"iiy. 
rr.r" om-1y priva,.,e schocl tnon in t96o iril-f trc the onc *ndcr cons'bruction

at irort Sndt1- bi i,1c Ohlatc Fathci's fo' Catholic boys of the vrhofe llackenzie '

(foZ) n. c.nolntrs,.ii: Juln 9, I956t School Oriiinencc: ?arb 2, sections 1tr23'

Rcgulrti':i: rcj;rding iucric-vi su:-- Ecluipnunt supplicd on 3 sh3rc b3sis'

Copy try L.-'.C.0. HUIJT to t':thir i[SAGIi (2-5-1956)
(f03) i,t". p. pERCIV-{1_. ti-"cctor of p''otcsta't [ducation al"rd Ministcr of Educationt
'- -' 

Qucbec, in Ir(hotlci i'Ie Al-l ih.ink .:l1iki'rr, 1951, publ-ishcd by ui'J' GAGE;

Toronlo.  p"83"
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L955 - ttfie have provided funds in tirLe 7955-L996 e stimai,e s to consiruct a one-

;:fifr.:fyli:""ii, :l:,oi:"iil: 5:i"i;1":.9,?3ni3.Li'.xi;:,il-5ff3"1" ff -
th?"t :'c'nt,.rt - R,G. ROSERTSOII to Firher TESAGE (?-l+-1955)

rlRonan Catholic childrcn r'rrill attend 1n a separate vring of ttre nevr
Federal- DJy School. The e;sist:r]t pL:i ncipal vrifl- be in conplete charge
of hi.c vang ln -'o far trs iti orl1;tzation and iliscipline are concerrred. tr
R.G. ROlERTSoi,i io Father TESAGE (9-5-1955)

1958 -rron the basj"s of the statistics nov,r aviilable, i$ is the intention that
cl-assrooms arrangements ln1l be as follovs:

Grades l- to 5 : 23 cril, r.ren (:oli dly Catholic) one classroom.
Grades l to ! : 3C children (soliday Protestant) one classroon.
crades 6 to 9 : x chiltlren (Litixed) one classroon.

lhese j-nteri-r arrangenents outlined, for the orgarri-zati.on ancl adrcinistra-
tion of the Forb Si-npson Schoof uil-l be in effect until- the nerr combined
schoof is in opor:i;ion, a;r'J:ril-l- rrr nony prejudice the e stabl-ishment of
the dual s;rstem of education ';,hich iras been prerriously agreed upon.r!

Irr. SIVm,TZ to lft. Rcv. J.liri. TROCFJ,T,Im, (21-L-1958) Copy.

rrAs you perhaps lo,ol'rr Dr. ltxST,UTE[t has agreed on your suggestion concerrling
the distribut'.on of chi-rdren 1r ihc Fort Sinipson School- for t,)re school year
conmencing SepLember 2, i958. Ihis means that the grade s trj-Ll be arra.nged as
foll-ovrs: ft'ades 1 and 2: JC child:en (iri::<ea) one classroon

Gradas J ta 9 : 27 chlldren (A11 Catlf:lics) one classroon
Gracle s 3 Lo 9 : 27 clnfCven (A1l Protestants) one cl-assroon

these arrangenen'i',s rril1 be in e-ffect until, . . . Il
F.J. CUllMliGHAIvi for R.G. RO:iiRTSOll tc, Father LLqAC0 (10-5-1958)

Arrangernent prepared by i'l " G. BCOII -,,i',,h the assista:rce and adrr-ice of the teachers
on October 6, i95B: gr. T iEPBUfr\, Lliss S ltrIlGSTON and ldiss K. iicGlli'iNES:

Grade I 22 child-ren (:Llf raixe cl) one classroom
Grade s 2&3 Jl children (-r11 rLixe d) onc classroom
Grade s L to ,c;33 children (.ill mxed) one cl-assroom

ttI have requestec1 Obtar,ra to authbrizc thc rcltal of the St. i\targaret t s Pari-sh
Hall for the extra cl.assroorn. iirrangcment :urd distribution as f ol-lows:

Grades l- and 2 t 20 childrcn (-+rt Cathofics) one classroorn
Grades 3 No 9 : 28 childrcn (:ifl Ca.bhofics) one classroorn
Grades 1 to 3 : 19 chj ldrcn (:"1f Protcstants) rne cl-assroolll
Grades L to 9 : 21 childron (Arl Protosturts) onr: classroon.

I,rh. 1;.c. BOOTI{ to Father LISAEE (11-10--1958)

ii.--):-+t-)it-)(*)i--)t-Ji;(-^ -?h--):--)i-)F.ts-rt
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TEACHERSOR] iDES EIIROI.L!M.IT

i.: ;'r ;i ii i': ii

L9l9-20 13 i 11 ;, 2 ':r -:t )* -)r * -)! l r  1 )  7

!?20^21 f5 :11 2 ;i 2 :r i- ri rc ^
192I-22 13 i6 "r 2 2 ;. '. ;f r- ;r

I I 1 5 B

;i; FTRITtrN " 
' "- U"" 

' -- "1l." "
1922-23 l-1 :3 L Z * ,r )i{ -;t ti *
1923-214 r5 :B l- L ;+ 3 i( Ji * )i
l92lt-25 lfl ;L 5 .n 2 ,:+ )i -)+ )+ -rr
1925-26  2o ;B  2  x  6  *  +  31  x
r92l-:zi 

- " "-il- ":16 - 6" " I' " li " " li - -1" - .ir'" -U-" -;i
1927-28 19 'L 1 5 I 2 it ): ii ;i
7928-29 2L !l-o -;, 9 I I r. -)r ?r *
1929-30 16 :B 2 ;i 5 ;- l .* )( *
1930-31 15 16 lt z L 2 -)i r( r'L ii
L93I-32 13 i5 2 3 2 :t I *' * ",r
1932-33 15 ,7 2 3 2 :i 1 -r :/! --
19)3-311 16 ig 2 2 3 .i -;. ;: ii ;'
193\-35 a6 ig 2 2 L 2 ii ii ii r'
r> )y)o 9 a 5 2 I 1 ' ; . . - x t i i i l t
19)6-37 1l i, 3 I 2 ',+ ii i.' ;'. ri
f 937 -38  a2a6 '2  2 I  I  *  j i  *  i f
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Page.10: Eishop MFIiUD aged !3 years, instead of 5?.
Page 2$1 lrother IGMIIIRETIs accidenl in r,lugtst 1912.
Page 262 IIrSLOP & HAGLE began trading fur on this IsJ-and, but rvere sold to the

lbrihem lbadlng Co. in 1911-.
Alewis I+J'trERIY had also a store cn 1ot 13, novr occupied by the 51. 161-
garetts Hospital. He sold his business to BRn:litrLt MSON & HUBa{RD in 1919.
Ihe H.B.Co. bcught UiMSON & HUBBARD in L926 and sold l-ot l-3 to the
Bishop of ii,facl<enaie in l-930.

Page jiO: The trial has taken pl-ace at Edrnonton and Calgary.
page 33: the Troaty Ft rty iras Lreadcd by COlIRoy, not CORItIilr-LL.
Page 40: Fathe r J. TIJ]"ICOTTE had gone 'ro Fort Provldence, not to Fort Liard.

tNIIll'L OBSLT!|

Rev. Fa L-.l'!e: IriotQT.ii,
. Vicar General

FORT Si,iIT.,-:, II.!,[. T.



Sacred Heart Ctriurch-l958

l l l1. FF. Lesage, LeCoat, I)ucharrssois, l lnry, Dessy, Posset - L958 Grave of the R,F. F. X. Ducot-19l6



His Excel lency Bishop P. Pich6,  O.M. l .

Bishop Paul Pich6, O.M.I.

Was born in tbe Diocese of Gravelbourg on September 14, 1g09.

He made his Theological Studies at Lebret and was ordained

priest on December 23, l9B-1. Professor at Lebret from 1986 to

l94I and thence Superior of the Oblate Juniorate at St. Boniface,

for two years, he became Principal of the Qu'Appelle Indian

School in 1943. Ploviucial of the Oblate Province of Manitoba

from 1951 to 1956. Superintendent of the Oblate Commission for

Indians and Eskimos Welfare until his appointed as Vicar

Apostolic of Mackenzie. in Nlarch 1959.

His Excellency is the 3r'd Vicar Apostolic of Nlackenzie.
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